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Visioning
The picture above showing our children sitting on the stairs in the Sanctuary
for Children’s Time has been my vision. Every time we had a meeting, every
time a decision was necessary, every time we had a fund raiser, every time I
encouraged the workers, every time we talked about termites, every time
there was any talk about the Sanctuary renovation – every time – I had this
picture in my heart.
And here it is!
Isn’t it a beautiful picture?
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I am so excited about the new Sanctuary and it is not only because I know a
ceiling tile will not fall and hit me on the head, though that is a good reason to
be excited. I am excited because this church family has committed to the
community to be here for generations to come. The generations in this
picture particularly. The people called FUMC Atmore are not thinking about
themselves, they are thinking about others. This renovation was not about
the building – the renovation was also about energizing our own hearts, our
motives, and our lives.
(Continued on page 2)

The Reverend
Dr. Debora Bishop
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The excitement of a new Sanctuary is also an excitement about the personal sanctuary we are for God.
When the Holy Spirit is welcome in a place it is because the Holy Spirit is welcome in the people who
occupy the place. And the Holy Spirit is doing mighty things in the people of FUMC Atmore.
When we sang “I Love to Tell the Story” on 26 February you could feel it – actually feel it in your heart.
And you could see the renovation – in the freshly painted walls, on the faces lifted up toward the
exposed brick wall that highlights the Chancel, in the voices that proclaimed, “I love to tell the story,
more wonderful it seems than all the golden fancies of all our golden dreams. I love to tell the story, it
did so much for me; and that is just the reason I tell it now to thee.”
I encourage you to tell your story. How has Jesus changed your vision for your life? What are the dreams
you had that are now memories because of a life lived with Jesus? And what is your vision? Picture it in
your heart and focus on it. Make decisions because of it. And then worship in a renovated Sanctuary that
welcomes everyone to enjoy a life filled with the Holy Spirit.
Love,
Debora
Ephesians 1.13, “In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation,
and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit.”

First United Methodist Church
Atmore
invites you to our Homecoming a service celebrating the completion
of the Sanctuary renovation!

Sunday, March 12th
11 a.m. Worship
Followed by lunch
in the Fellowship Hall

Easter is April 16th
To place an Easter lily in the church
in honor or memory of a loved one,
or in celebration of the Easter season,
please fill in the form below and return to
the office no later than April 2nd.
Price per plant is $17 and
payment should accompany order.
Make check payable to: FUMC-Easter Lily
In Memory of ___________________________
In Honor of ____________________________

Everyone must RSVP for lunch
to the church office at 368.8197
or by email office@fumcatmore.org
by Monday, March 6th

Given By ______________________________
In Memory of ___________________________
In Honor of ____________________________
Given By ______________________________
Total Ordered_____________________
Total Paid ________________________
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Music Ministry
Home, Sweet Home! It has been so wonderful getting settled in our new
Sanctuary!! Everything is so beautiful! The choir loft is so roomy and is much easier to
access. A great big 'Thank You' to our committee and to all the workers. Did I mention
that we have plenty of room?! We now have lots of places for new choir members, so
come sing with us!
Thank you, Cunningbells, for sharing your music last month. You did a great job!
Thank you, Jim Henley, for playing with us. The Cunningbells will be playing again in April.

Gilda Stubben
Music Director

The Children and Youth Handbells group has been very busy lately. Our trip to Mary Esther for
the South Alabama Young Ringers Handbell Festival in February was great! It was fun to meet other
ringers from other churches and also to learn some different bell techniques. A chance to go to the
beach is always a treat! Thank you, Pastor Debora, for getting us down there and back. Thanks also to
Sarah Frances for going with us. The Children and Youth Handbells will be sharing two of
the pieces we learned at the festival during an upcoming worship service.
Gilda

The CREW
Methodist Youth Fellowship
February was a great month for our youth!
The word for this year is “opening,” and the youth are fulfilling it by opening themselves
for opportunities of kindness. February was our first month participating in our “Acts of
Kay Leigh Miller
Kindness” project that began during Lock-In 2017. The project consists of each youth
Youth Director
receiving an “Act of Kindness” card. Each card is different and contains a small act of
kindness, like pay for the person in line behind them, reading a book to a sibling, calling a grandparent,
and telling mom and dad they love them. We have done great so far with our acts, and once each youth
completes all 38 there will be a special surprise in store for them. Can’t wait to share once they complete
them all!

We also made a trip to the Pensacola Bay Center to watch the Ice Flyers with the children. This was such
an interesting treat, especially since this was the first time going to a hockey game for many of us. It was
two full hours of hockey, music, games, dancing, yelling, and fried banana peppers. We will definitely be
back!
Upcoming in March, the youth will have a project day on Sunday, March 19th from 1-5 pm building our
Free Little Library. We have begun taking donations of Bibles, devotionals, etc. to place in our library. If
you would like to donate, please reach out to any of our youth or me at (251)253-0501. Thank you!
Best,
Kay Leigh

Page 4

THE CHURCHMAN

Children - Faithful Quest
It never hurts to be prepared! Thank you to Atmore Ambulance for leading our
“Friends and Family” CPR event on February 22nd. We are looking forward to
our CPR Certification class on Sunday, March 5th, at 1 pm. Upon completion of
this class, you will receive a 2 year CPR certification card. The cost is $25.00 for
members, $35.00 for non-members. If you would like to participate, please
contact me or the church office to sign up by Friday, March 3rd.
Sarah Frances Thompson
Children’s Director

A big thank you to the youth for inviting us along for the Pensacola Ice Flyers
hockey game. We had a blast and are looking forward to our next adventure with you guys!
Easter is on its way! Please mark your calendars for our annual Easter Egg Hunt at the parsonage on
Saturday, April 8th, 11 am-1 pm. Each participating child should bring a dozen filled eggs and, of course,
their favorite basket for hunting. Adults, don't forget to bring a chair to enjoy all of the activities outside.
Come enjoy a day of spending time with each other and having fun! If you would like to contribute food
or drink to our lunch, please let me know.
Thank you
Sarah Frances

Nursery
The faces of Buster,
Samuel, Kinsley, and
Livy are sweeter than
the cupcakes they
enjoyed while making
valentines and during
the children’s
moment in worship.
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Weekly Program Schedule

Join us for

Church Breakfast

Sunday

Sunday, March 5

9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
in Fellowship Hall
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
Nursery opens

11:00 a.m. WORSHIP SERVICE

8:30 to 9:30 a.m.
in the Fellowship Hall
The meal is free, and all donations will help
provide scholarships to Blue Lake Camp
for our children and youth. Everyone is invited!
Sponsored by the FUMC United Methodist Men

Monday
1:00 p.m. Senior Game Day
(Fellowship Hall)
6:00 p.m. Disciple II Bible Study
6:15 p.m. Cunningbells

Wednesday
12 Noon BYOB Bible Study
5:00 p.m. Children’s Music Program
6:00 p.m. Fellowship Supper
6:30 p.m. Faithful Quest
(Education Building)
Senior MYF - the CREW
(Youth House)
6:45 p.m. Choir
Nursery opens

Thursday
6:00 p.m. Disciple I Bible Study

Friday
9:00 a.m. Coffee Club
(Fellowship Hall)

Please note our new
email addresses:
SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS
Third Tuesday of the Month
Tuesday, March 21st
3 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall

office@fumcatmore.org
and
pastor@fumcatmore.org

FUMC YARD SALE
June 1-3

Youth House

Now is the time to start Spring cleaning and donate your
gently used items that you no longer have a need for.
Please remember to check all donated items to make sure
they are clean, have no missing parts, and are in working
order. Clothes for the sale will be accepted in May only.
Volunteers are the key to a successful sale, so check the
bulletin every week for opportunities to help organize,
set-up, or drop off your donated items.
Tax forms are available for your donation.
Questions? Contact Robin Parker at (850) 380-2581

2017 Church Flowers
If you would like to
place flowers on the altar
on a certain date in 2017,
even if it is later in the year,
please call me at 368-4451 or
email joybrown@frontiernet.net.
Thanks! Joyce Brown
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March 2017
Sun Mon

Tue

Wed Thu
1

2

Noon BYOB
5 pm Children’s
and Youth bells
6 pm Supper
6:30 pm
Ash Wednesday
No CREW or
6 pm Disciple I
Faithful Quest
Bible Study
7 pm Choir

5

8:30 am
Church
Breakfast
by UMM

Communion
1 pm
CPR
Certification
Class

12
HOMECOMING
12 Noon
Luncheon

19
1-5 pm
Youth project
1 pm
Trailblazers to
Pensacola
Little Theatre

26

6

7

Homecoming
lunch RSVP
due

8

9

5:15 pm
Missions Comm.
5:30 pm
Scout Leaders
6:30 pm
Cub Scouts

Noon BYOB
5 pm Children’s
and Youth bells
6 pm Supper
6:30 pm CREW
Faithful Quest
6:45 pm Choir

6 pm Disciple I
Bible Study

13

14

15

16

1-4 pm
Senior Games
6 pm Disciple II
Bible Study
6:15 pm
Cunningbells

20

10:30 am
Cracked Belles
5:15 pm
Trustees
6:30 pm
Cub Scouts

21
10:30 am
Cracked Belles

1-4 pm
Senior Games
6 pm Disciple II
Bible Study
6:15 pm
Cunningbells

27

3 pm UMW
6 pm Finance
Committee
No Cub Scouts

28
10:30 am
Cracked Belles

1-4 pm
Senior Games
6 pm Disciple II
Bible Study
6:15 pm
Cunningbells

6 pm
Admin Council
No Cub Scouts

3

Sat
4

9 am
Coffee Club

10

11

9 am
Coffee Club

10:30 am
Cracked Belles

1-4 pm
Senior Games
6 pm Disciple II
Bible Study
6:15 pm
Cunningbells

OFFICE
CLOSED

Fri

No BYOB
5 pm Children’s
and Youth bells
5:15 pm Children’s
Leadership Team
6 pm Supper
6:30 pm CREW
6 pm Disciple I
Faithful Quest
Bible Study
6:45 pm Choir

22
Noon BYOB
5 pm Children’s
and Youth bells
6 pm Supper
6:30 pm CREW
Faithful Quest
6:45 pm Choir

29

23

Daylight Saving
Time begins

17
9 am
Coffee Club

24
9 am
Coffee Club
9:30 am
Trailblazers
to Festival of
Flowers

6 pm Disciple I
Bible Study

30

31
9 am
Coffee Club

Noon BYOB
5 pm Children’s
and Youth bells
6 pm Supper
6:30 pm CREW
Faithful Quest
6:45 pm Choir

6 pm Disciple I
Bible Study

18

25
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Our Christian love and sympathy
are extended to
Diana Henley and family
upon the passing of her mother,
Elizabeth Bishop,
January 31 in Foley

March Anniversaries

Thank you for all the love and
concern shown during my mother’s
recent death. I sincerely appreciate
all the expressions of condolence
through flowers, calls, cards, and
hugs.
Thank you,
Diana Henley

March Birthdays

It’s a boy...!
Announcing the arrival of
Jack Allan O’Neal

born February 22, 2017
in Birmingham, AL
7 lb. 20 1/2 inches
welcomed with love by proud parents,
Matt and Kathryn Rodgers O’Neal
and grandparents,
Mark and Cynthia Rodgers

MARCH
WEDNESDAY SUPPER MENUS
March
March

1 - Pancake Supper
8 - Chicken Parmesan, pasta,
broccoli, bread, dessert
March 15 - Fried chicken, mini corn cob,
coleslaw, dessert
March 22 - Sandwiches, chips, cookie
March 29 - Spaghetti, salad, bread,
dessert
We all join in welcoming
Kelly and Jennifer Drew
into the membership of
First United Methodist Church Atmore

Meals are $6 per person with a cap of $20
for a family of 4 or more. Our "Golden
Adults" meal is $5 per person.
Standing reservations apply. Please add or
cancel reservations by noon each Friday.

Page 8

THE CHURCHMAN

CUB SCOUTS Pack #275

by Diana Henley

The FUMC Fellowship Hall was host to several scout activities on Friday, January 27 and
Saturday, January 28. Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts "camped" at their Lock-In by making tables
into tents! They ate pizza, played games and watched a movie. They were up early the next
morning and enjoyed a homemade breakfast of pancakes and sausage. Sleeping bags and
cots were put away in preparation for the Pinewood Derby which started at 10:00. The Cub
Scouts used their imagination in building their cars. Its amazing how the cars turn out all within
required weight and length limits. Several of the Boy Scouts served as "official" race track
monitors. The day wasn't over, though, until the Cub Scouts, leaders and their families had
prepared chili and distributed it to ticket holders on Saturday evening. The Pack appreciates
the opportunity to have these events at FUMC. The District Pinewood Derby will be held in
Brewton on March 11. All Pack 275 Cub Scouts are eligible to participate.
MEETING DATES:
March
7 Leader meeting
Den meeting
March 14 Den meeting
March 21 No Den meeting
March 28 No Den meeting

5:30 pm
6:30 pm
6:30 pm

BOY SCOUTS Troop 26
Troop 26 will be selling Boston Butts for $27.00 to help with
summer camp costs. The Boston Butts will be available for
pickup on Friday, April 7th at the Scout Hut. Tickets are
limited so be sure to purchase a ticket early from one of
the Boy Scouts.
Four Boy Scouts from Troop 26 participated in the Order of
the Arrow Call Out Ceremony held at the FUMC Fellowship
Hall on Saturday, February 18th. The Order of the Arrow is
Scouting's National Honor Society. The boys will complete
their induction during the first weekend of March at
Camp Euchee.

by Diana Henley
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WORSHIP MINISTRY ASSIGNMENTS
Flowers
In observance of Lent
there will be no live flowers
on the altar.

Nursery Workers
March

5 Cynthia Rodgers
Lee Cannon
March 12 Maggie Quimby
Beth Drew
March 19 Christie Van Pelt
JoAnn Presley
March 26 Diana Henley
Sarah Frances Thompson

Acolytes
March 5 Communion
March 12 Hillary Huskey
March 19 Mary Joyner Dean
March 26 Mary Ruth Dortch

Ushers
Randal Barnett
Suzanne Barnett
Sandra Day
Sammy Day
Gabby Dortch
Tim Dortch

Church Lockup
Keith Castleberry

Sound
Ben Quimby

Communion Stewards
Justin & Brooke Marsh

Notes from the Trail…
Sunday, March 19 - Pensacola Little Theatre
The Trailblazers are planning a trip to the Pensacola Little Theater on Sunday
afternoon, March 19, 2017 to watch our own Perry Jones in a production of
"My Fair Lady." If you made a reservation and ordered your ticket, we will leave
the church at 1:00 p.m. The performance begins at 3:00 p.m. and we will stop for
dinner after the show.

Phyllis Shipp
Senior Adults
Ministry

Friday, March 24 - Festival of Flowers in Mobile
The Trailblazers have an opportunity for those of you who love beautiful flowers! We plan to
attend the Festival of Flowers in Mobile, on Friday, March 24. The cost of admission is $14 for
adults and $13 for seniors (65 & older). If you would like to attend the festival, please contact
Phyllis Shipp at 368-3835 by Monday, March 20th to reserve your seat on the bus. We will leave
the church at 9:30 a.m. and we plan to stop for a meal before returning home.
As always, I look forward to our travels and to the Christian fellowship.
Phyllis

First United Methodist Church
311 South Pensacola Avenue
Atmore, Al 36502
Return Service Requested
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First United Methodist Church
of Atmore
Phone: 251-368-8197
Fax: 251-368-0581
Email: office@fumcatmore.org

We’re on the Web!
www.fumcatmore.org

MISSION STATEMENT
We are a people bound together under
the Lordship of Jesus Christ.
We are a people bound together by prayer.
Our doors and hearts are open to all who seek spiritual
guidance, Biblical knowledge and the Kingdom of God.
Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we are committed to
serving God through worship and
witnessing to our faith with our time, talents and gifts.
With a compassionate spirit, we offer friendship, fellowship,
comfort and support to our congregation and community.
As we grow, we will remember the value of each individual,
and the importance of each to our congregation.
Aware of the need for innovative ministries,
we enthusiastically accept the challenge to
promote the growth of Christianity in our community.

