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First United Methodist Church of Atmore
Homecoming
There are several homecoming stories in the Bible that quickly come to mind when
we think of “going home.”
 Jacob comes home and he sends gifts to Esau and he thinks, “I may appease him
with the present that goes ahead of me, and afterwards I shall see his face;
perhaps he will accept me.”
 When Jeremiah writes to the exiles in Babylon he lets them know that God will
bring them back, “For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans
for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.”
 The younger brother plans a sincere apology for his return and he cannot get it
out of his mouth before his father “ran and put his arms around him and kissed
him.”
 At the synagogue in Nazareth, Jesus reads the Scripture from the unrolled scroll
and begins to speak. The people “were filled with rage. They got up, drove him
out of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built,
so that they might hurl him off the cliff.”
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There is a lot of drama to these stories. There is deceit, idolatry, selfishness, and
abuse of power rolled into these stories.
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We can be so pleased that our homecoming has nothing to do with any of those. The
work that has been accomplished by the Trustees and the Renovation Team has been
transparent. Decisions have been made as a group. Information was gathered and
shared. This church has stepped up and worked for a vision to be here for the future.
No one person can take the credit for the success because your leadership worked
together for an outcome that glorifies God. It was all done for the Jesus who kept
working for us even though his own hometown people wanted to throw him off the
cliff.
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I have stood on that cliff. It is not an immediate drop. Anyone thrown off will roll
down a hill covered with jagged-edged rocks and boulders. It would hurt every time
the body hit the ground. It reminded me of a pinball game where the ball bounces
freakishly from side to side as it hits the prongs. Not a pretty sight. But, Jesus was able
to walk through the crowd and disappear. Jesus was not someone who because of his
physical appearance stuck out in a crowd.
And none of those who have worked on the Trustees have stuck out in a crowd. They
each have used the gifts God has given them to do their part to make the Sanctuary a
place where worship can happen for generations to come. No matter how much or
how little a person has given to the More Than Bricks Campaign no one has claim to
the project – and that is a very good thing. All hearts have been in the right place!
(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)

So – we are going to have a Homecoming Celebration – without the drama we witness in the Bible stories. Those
stories are good for us to remember so we can recognize when we are going down a wrong path. Right now they
are reflections of how this church family did not behave. And because of that our Homecoming Celebration will be
all the more joyful. We will open our doors and our hearts to all of those who have been members but moved away
and to those who are family and friends whom we have talked to while we were on the journey. Maybe you want
to share the worship and lunch with a neighbor who you know does not have a church family.
I have told many people that this congregation did not just fix what needed fixing; this congregation has a vision
for the future. We are going to take a break and celebrate the Sanctuary and the vision. Then we will begin the
planning and work to renovate the Youth House, the yard, and the Education Building and offices.
Thank you to all of those who served, who gave, who encouraged. We are More Than Bricks!
Our Homecoming Celebration will take place on Sunday, 12 March with lunch following worship. More details will
be coming about the lunch. Please see the box below to find out how you can already help in the planning. This is
such an exciting time!
Love,
Debora
I Chronicles 22.11-16

FUMC Atmore Homecoming Celebration!!
As we plan our Sunday, March 12th Homecoming Celebration, we want to be sure to include all of our
members as we compile our invitation list. To do so, we need your help!
Please contact me @ 251-294-1725 (phone or text) with names and addresses of past FUMC members
and other friends and family you want to invite to our Homecoming Celebration.
We need ample time to address and mail invitations; consequently, please contact me by February 10th.
You are welcome to contact me if you have any questions.
Everyone’s help is needed to make the FUMC Atmore Homecoming Celebration special and memorable.
I look forward to hearing from you!
With love and appreciation,
Rene’ Godwin
P.S. I can’t wait for past members and our guests to experience worship in our beautiful,
fabulous Sanctuary!
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Music Ministry
Wow! It is hard to believe we are in 2017!! Our Christmas season went by so
fast. It was also very busy. I would like to thank everyone who participated in our music
programs in December. The Cunningbells brightened up a Wednesday night supper with
some fun Christmas music. It was great! Our adult choir, and our congregation, too, did a
tremendous job on the cantata “Christmas Carol Celebration.” And then, our Children and
Youth Handbell Ringers did such an outstanding job. I am so proud of how far they have
come. Great job! Thank you so much, Sarah Frances, for directing the children's Christmas
Play. It was beautifully done!! It is so wonderful that our youngest church members gave
us the story of Jesus' birth. What a wonderful Christmas present!

Gilda Stubben
Music Director

All of our groups are back to work. The Cunningbells are practicing and are planning to share
their music on Sunday, February 12th. The Children and Youth Handbell Ringers are working hard
to prepare for a handbell festival. We will be going to Mary Esther Methodist Church on Saturday,
February 25th. We are excited about that! Our adult choir is working hard every Wednesday night.
I would like to encourage anyone who has ever been a part of our choir, or anyone who would like
to join our choir, please don't hesitate to come join us. We have several empty chairs in
our new choir loft that need to be filled. So, come on Wednesday night at 6:45 and we
will get you started. We have a great group and we have a lot of fun. See you there!
Gilda

The CREW
Methodist Youth Fellowship
Last month our youth had their 2nd annual Youth Lock-In! 2016's lock-in was so much
fun we just had to do it again. Staying the night in their church gives the youth a unique
way to get a sense of comfort and ownership of it. When they walk through the doors
on Sunday they remember watching the devotion about kindness on the big TV, playing
spaghetti tower and marshmallow fling in the Fellowship Hall, playing capture the flag
upstairs, and most importantly, figuring out who's going to get the rotten egg jellybean
in “Bean Boozled.” The 2017 Lock-In was another success, and we can't wait to make more
memories in 2018!!

Kay Leigh Miller
Youth Director

Best,
Kay Leigh

Guess who got the “rotten egg” jellybean!
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Children - Faithful Quest
Love is in the air, so I want to say how much I love our 2017 Children's Leadership
Team! Robin Parker (Chair), Lee Cannon, Frances Dunn, Courtney Harrison, Leigh
Ann Jones, Kelly McIntyre, and Mary Bess Powell have hit the ground running with
our first meeting in January and will continue with meeting on the third Wednesday
of every month. This group cares deeply for our church and children and is looking
forward to growing our volunteer base and activities for our Faithful Quest
Children's group. We need and appreciate your support. If you would like to help Sarah Frances Thompson
Children’s Director
volunteer in some way (Sunday school teacher/helper, Nursery, Wednesday night
helper, Vacation Bible School helper), please let me or a Children's Leadership Team member know. We
are a pretty great bunch to be with if I do say so myself!
Mark Your Calendars
During February 3-5th, we will be attending Blue Lake's Winter Retreat. Please support our children,
youth, and the United Methodist Men by attending the UMM Blue Lake Breakfast on Sunday, February
12th, at 8:30 am. Donations from this breakfast support scholarships to Blue Lake, so that all of our
children can participate. Save yourself some time at home, and come have breakfast with us right before
Sunday School. Let's show our support and thanks for the UMM showing such big love to our children!
We will be going to see the Pensacola Ice Flyers on Friday, February 10th and departing from the church
at 5:30 pm. Bring a friend! Cost for admission is $8 for church members and $15 for non members.
Please sign up and turn in money and 2017 Liability Release forms by Wednesday, February 8th.
Wednesday, February 22nd, we will be hosting a "Friends and Family" CPR class
during our Wednesday night activities at 6:30 pm. The children and youth will be
participating. Atmore Ambulance will be leading this for us. We would love for
you to join us! There will be an opportunity to sign up for a more extensive
CPR certification class that will be held on Sunday, March 5th, from 1-5 pm.
We encourage all those who work or volunteer with our children, especially in
the Nursery, to participate in this certification course.
Sarah Frances

Nursery
Our Preschool Sunday
School Class of
Andrew, Weston,
Reese, Buster, and
Samuel enjoyed
celebrating Jesus’
birthday with a
special star cake
made from cupcakes.
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Weekly Program Schedule
Join us for a

Sunday

Church Breakfast
Sunday, February 12

9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
in Fellowship Hall
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
Nursery opens

11:00 a.m. WORSHIP SERVICE

Monday

8:30 to 9:30 a.m.
in the Fellowship Hall
The meal is free, but all donations will help
provide scholarships to Blue Lake Camp
for our children and youth.
Everyone is invited to attend!
Sponsored by the FUMC United Methodist Men

1:00 p.m. Senior Game Day
(Fellowship Hall)
6:00 p.m. Disciple II Bible Study
6:15 p.m. Cunningbells

Wednesday
12 Noon BYOB Bible Study
5:00 p.m. Children’s Music Program
6:00 p.m. Fellowship Supper
6:30 p.m. Faithful Quest
(Education Building)
Senior MYF - the CREW
(Youth House)

BEREAVEMENT MEALS
The following is a list of members who will
coordinate a meal for a member who has had a
funeral that month. If you would like to volunteer
to be on the “call list” to help prepare a dish,
please contact Sheilo Faircloth at
sheilo0626@gmail.com.
February - Carol Crook
March - Linda Jones
April - Sheilo Faircloth
May - Cynthia Rodgers

June - Nancy Williams
July- Open

6:45 p.m. Choir
Nursery opens

Thursday
6:00 p.m. Disciple I Bible Study

Friday
9:00 a.m. Coffee Club
(Fellowship Hall)

August - Robin Parker
September - Renee' Wolfe
October - Emily Pollard
November - Carol Crook
December - Wynell Bell
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February 2017
Sun Mon

Tue

Wed
1

Thu
2

Fri
3
9 am
Coffee Club

Noon BYOB
5 pm Children’s
and Youth bells
6 pm Supper
6:30 pm CREW
Faithful Quest
6:45 pm Choir

5

Blue Lake
Winter Camp
Communion
9 am-1 pm
LifeSouth
Blood Drive

12

8:30 am
Church
Breakfast
by UMM

Cunningbells
play

19
Boy Scout
Sunday

26

6

7
10:30 am
Cracked Belles

1-4 pm
Senior Games
6 pm Disciple II
Bible Study
6:15 pm
Cunningbells

5:30 pm
Scout Leaders
6:30 pm
Cub Scouts

13

14

1-4 pm
Senior Games
6 pm Disciple II
Bible Study
6:15 pm
Cunningbells

20
OFFICE
CLOSED

10:30 am
Cracked Belles
5:15 pm
Trustees
6:30 pm
Cub Scouts

21
10:30 am
Cracked Belles

1-4 pm
Senior Games
6 pm Disciple II
Bible Study
6:15 pm
Cunningbells

3 pm UMW
6 pm Finance
Committee
6:30 pm
Cub Scouts

27

28

1-4 pm
Senior Games
6 pm Disciple II
Bible Study
6:15 pm
Cunningbells

10:30 am
Cracked Belles
6 pm
Admin Council
6:30 pm
Cub Scouts
Blue & Gold

8
NO BYOB
5 pm Children’s
and Youth bells
6 pm Valentine’s
Supper
6:30 pm CREW
Faithful Quest
6:45 pm Choir

15

Noon BYOB
5 pm Children’s
and Youth bells
6 pm Supper
6:30 pm CREW
Faithful Quest
“Basic CPR”
6:45 pm Choir

4
Blue Lake
Winter Camp

Blue Lake
Winter Camp
6 pm Disciple I
Bible Study

9

10

11

9 am
Coffee Club

6 pm Disciple I
Bible Study

5:30 pm
Children &
Youth to P’cola
Ice Hockey

16

17

Noon BYOB
5 pm Children’s
and Youth bells
5:15 Children’s
Leadership Team
6 pm Supper
6:30 pm CREW
6 pm Disciple I
Faithful Quest
Bible Study
6:45 pm Choir

22

Sat

23

9 am
Coffee Club

24
9 am
Coffee Club

6 pm Disciple I
Bible Study

18

25
Children & Youth
to
Handbell Festival
Mary Esther UMC
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February Anniversaries

February Birthdays

Our Christian love and sympathy
are extended to
Diana Henley and family
upon the passing of her mother,
Elizabeth Bishop, January 31 in Foley

It’s a boy...!
Announcing the arrival of
Joseph Rylan James Hardy
born January 23, 2017
in Pensacola, FL
6 lb. 9 oz. 19 inches
welcomed with love
by proud parents, Ben and Jamie Hardy

and grandparents, Joe and Renee Hardy

VALENTINE’S supper
Wednesday, February 8th
6 p.m.

FEBRUARY
WEDNESDAY SUPPER MENUS
February
February
February
February

1 - Soups, crackers, dessert
8 - Valentine’s Supper
(see note at right)
15 - Ham, potato salad,
green beans, dessert
22 - Roast beef, vegetables,
rice, salad, roll, dessert

Meals are $6 per person with a cap of $20
for a family of 4 or more. Our "Golden
Adults" meal is $5 per person.
Standing reservations apply. Please add or
cancel by noon each Friday.

Menu
Grilled Steak or Hamburger
Baked Potato
Garden Salad
Dessert
Steak Dinner is $10 per plate
Hamburger Dinner is $5 per plate
There are NO standing
reservations for this supper.
Everyone must pre-register by
completing the form indicating
your choice of steak or hamburger,
or by calling the church
by noon Friday, February 3rd.
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CUB SCOUTS Pack #275

by Diana Henley

After the Christmas Break, the Cub Scouts returned to the weekly Den meetings on
January 3rd. Tuesday nights are busy as the Cub Scouts work on their rank requirements.
They hope to complete all rank requirements before the Pack breaks for the Summer.
February is busy a month for scouting. The Cub Scouts are invited to the Yustaga Native
American Weekend (YNAW) which is held on Saturday, February 4. The boys will spend
the day participating in a variety of events. February 12th is Scout Day with the Pensacola
Ice Flyers. The Cub Scouts always enjoy the fast paced ice hockey games and ice skating.
The Tiger Den (1st graders) has an opportunity to camp with other Gulf Coast Council Tigers
the last weekend in February. The "Tiger Growl" weekend is always a lot of fun since this
event is only for the Tigers and their parents. On February 28th, our 2nd Year Webelos will
"crossover" to the Troop during the Bridging Ceremony. The Blue and Gold celebration will
also take place on February 28th.
MEETING DATES:
February
7
Leader meeting
Den meeting
February 14
Den meeting
February 21
Den meeting
February 28
Blue & Gold/
Bridging Ceremony

5:30 pm
6:30 pm
6:30 pm
6:30 pm
6:30 pm

Tiger Den and
their dads
working on
“bricks” for
their castles.

Webelos II with Water Rocket project.

BOY SCOUTS Troop 26

by Diana Henley

Troop 26 will also attend YNAW but they will camp all weekend. They will participate in
activities and events specifically geared for Boy Scouts. The boys will also have an opportunity
to use their cooking skills.
The Boy Scouts are making plans for the Spring Camporee when Troop 26 and other troops in
the Long Leaf Pine District will camp together.
Troop 26 will be selling Boston Butts beginning March 6th. The Boston Butts will be
available for pickup on Friday, April 7th at the Scout Hut.
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WORSHIP MINISTRY ASSIGNMENTS
Flowers

Acolytes

February

5 Communion

February

February

12 Olivia Bryan

February

12 Isabella Sanders

February

19 Ed & Joyce Brown

February

19 Harper Harrison

February

26 Lamar & Rene’ Godwin

February

26 Riley Harrison

Nursery Workers
February
February

5 Carolyn Loggins
12 Robin Parker
Ashley Strawbridge

February

19 Haley Huskey
Jocelyn Drew

February

26 Meg Jones

5 Communion

Ushers
Beth Drew
Steve Drew
Jennifer Drew
Kelly Drew
Lamar Godwin
Rene’ Godwin

Suzanne Barnett

Church Lockup
Communion Stewards

February

Suzanne Barnett

February

12 Beth Drew

Will Chapman

February

19 Terry Jones

February

26 Keith Castleberry

5 Keith Castleberry

Sound
Todd Parker

2017 Church Flowers
If you would like to
place flowers on the altar
on a certain date in 2017,
even if it is later in the year,
please call me at 368-4451 or
email joybrown@frontiernet.net.
Thanks! Joyce Brown

SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS
Third Tuesday of the Month
Tuesday, February 21st
3 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall

First United Methodist Church
311 South Pensacola Avenue
Atmore, Al 36502
Return Service Requested
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First United Methodist Church
of Atmore
Phone: 251-368-8197
Fax: 251-368-0581
Email: fumcatmore@frontier.com

We’re on the Web!
www.fumcatmore.org

MISSION STATEMENT
We are a people bound together under
the Lordship of Jesus Christ.
We are a people bound together by prayer.
Our doors and hearts are open to all who seek spiritual
guidance, Biblical knowledge and the Kingdom of God.
Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we are committed to
serving God through worship and
witnessing to our faith with our time, talents and gifts.
With a compassionate spirit, we offer friendship, fellowship,
comfort and support to our congregation and community.
As we grow, we will remember the value of each individual,
and the importance of each to our congregation.
Aware of the need for innovative ministries,
we enthusiastically accept the challenge to
promote the growth of Christianity in our community.

