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Daily Lenten Readings

Day 11 Mon 3/18/19
The Gospel of Matthew
Matthew 21
So as followers of Jesus we have the privilege, with the Holy Spirit's
help, for us to come together regular in worship in this great country.
Do we know why we are coming to Church and what is really expected
of us? The Lord is using us as instruments of His grace sharing the
Gospel to rescue others in our community every time we come together
for worship. But after arriving in Jerusalem on what is known as Palm
Sunday, Jesus made his way to the temple where He symbolically and
prophetically reclaimed God's house for it's rightful purposes (Matthew
21:12). In doing so, He quoted the prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah (v. 13):
"It is written," He said to them, "My house will be called a house of
prayer' (Isaiah 56:7), but you are making it 'a den of robbers'" (Jeremiah
7:11). Jesus's zeal for God;s house was such that through risky He did
not let the mismanagement of the religious leaders go unchallenged.
What may have been mercenary practices were at least momentarily
replaced with marvelous acts of mercy (v. 14), deeds which were more
consistent with the purpose of the Father's house. Though the
physically blind were healed, the blindness of leaders remained, as
noted by their indignation and words of Jesus (vv. 15-16). Leadership
comes with one who will bridge these divides or is essential for holding
people together therefore let's choose leaders real wisely today and
moving forward towards (20/20) those who will effectively share Jesus
Christ rescue plan with others.
SUBMITTED BY Jethro Smith

Daily Lenten Readings

Day 12

Tue 3/19/19

Lenten Bible Study
Matthew 22
The parable of the wedding banquet, paying taxes to Caesar, marriage
at the resurrection, the great commandment and who son is the Christ?
But I am focusing on wont we enjoy the intimacies of marriage in
heaven? (22:30). Men we don't need to apply for any marriage license
in heaven because our temporary stay here is enough with the woman
and the hope for eternity will set us all free forever. We don't know how
or why but the Sadducee's were attempting to show that the concept of
the resurrection was absurd. But Jesus point was the reality of the
resurrection, not the lifestyle of heaven. Paul says that heaven's
pleasure will be infinitely better than the best this life offers (1 Cor.
15:35-57). It is even hard to even try process that some people is still
questioning our heavenly citizenship and what's going to take place
after reading my Bible. Once we come together as a family and
empower each other with this inspiration then hand it down to the next
generation because that's our obligation. I have spent years analyzing
things that went wrong because of lack of understanding and i have
refused to compromise my convection for foolishness please study the
word of God for yourself and sticking to what we believe despite these
challenges we face every day, Don't leave our young people with our
Faith in their lives for God's let's protect their future by preaching the
unadulterated word of God.
Prayer: Father help us to be the instrument of your grace and to
effectively rescue people from their sins and teach them them Your plan
of salvation. Amen.
SUBMITTED BY Jethro Smith

Daily Lenten Readings

Day 13 Wed 3/20/19
Be Prepared
The Gospel of Matthew
Matthew 25
In chapter 25 the stories speak of preparations, being wise and being
foolish, being selfish and sharing what is given to you.
First of all the virgins who were given notice of the coming of the “Bride
groom” gave way to those needing to be prepared. Not knowing the hour, five
brides were prepared with oil for their lamps while five did not have enough
oil. As the groom came at midnight, those that had oil were able to see their
way to the groom’s banquet and the others asked if they may have some of
their oil. While they all sought the same purpose, it all came down to who
was already prepared. Even in falling asleep, those with oil did not have to
worry about how to see their way because they already had enough oil.
Also in the chapter, given notice to preparation, servants were given a
variety of talents (coins), entrusting wealth to them. Each did something
different with what they had to work with. No matter what they were given,
upon the return of the master, when each had to give an account of what they
did, it was discovered that those who used what they had to increase, were
considered “good and faithful servants.” The one who was given one talent,
buried his talent thinking that it would be a good thing was truly a selfish act.
He was not only reprimanded for such a selfish act, but also had that taken
from him.
And, lastly the act of sharing, (unlike sharing oil for the lamps for those
women unprepared for the groom) it was noted, “When the Son of Man comes
in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his glorious throne.
32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people
one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will
put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.”
When we read the word of God and abide by the commandments, and
often learn as we were taught as children, what is right and what is wrong, we
will be prepared to receive ALL that God has for us. We will not be turned
away if we use the GIFTS that are given to us in order to increase the works
towards to kingdom.
Lastly, as God knows all and sees all, we want to be separated on the side
of the sheep and not the goats.
SUBMITTED BY Wanda Clay

Daily Lenten Readings

Day 14 Thur 3/21/19
When You Already Know
The Gospel of Matthew
Matthew 26

Waisting “expensive” perfume…As Jesus was “anointed” with the perfume
poured from the Alabaster jar, the disciples thought it to be wasteful while
Jesus informed them that the woman was simply preparing him for burial. At
that moment they didn’t know what he spoke of, however, he maintained that
he would not always be with them, unlike the poor who will always be with
them.
When they later had supper together, he reminded them again that he would
not always be with them. During that dinner, which was their final dinner
together (The Last Supper), he also spoke to them about how he would be
leaving and the circumstances surrounding his leaving. I wonder what Judas
was thinking at the moment he said, “One of you will betray me.”
Finishing their supper, Jesus did something that we now practice as
“Communion,” offering the bread as a remembrance of his body and the cup
as remembrance of his blood as a covenant for the blood shed for everyone.
As the story goes, Jesus was surely betrayed by Judas and was delivered to
the guards by a kiss as the signal that he was the one to be arrested. However,
Jesus still wanted his disciples with him and asked that they walk with him as
he would go and pray. (Jesus prayed to the father, asking that, “If possible,
please take this cup from me, not as my will, but as your will.”) Already
knowing that the word must be carried out, Jesus was surprised to find that the
other disciples, could fall asleep while they were so upset about what they had
been told about what lies ahead regarding their beloved Jesus.
In his great love for Jesus, Peter follows Jesus after he was arrested and
denied the words told to him that even he would deny him three times before
morning. When he made the denial the third time and the cock crowed…
immediately Peter realized he had done exactly as Jesus said he would.
He then realized that Jesus already knew everything that was going to
happen to him, just as he spoke.
We have been anointed (and prepared for the death of some things that may
cause us to live out God’s plan for our lives). We already know that God has
great things in store for us and we can’t live in the denial that Peter had, for
when the time is up…it is then too late.
Every life ends in death. But, it’s what we do with the time in between that
matters. Jesus did great works until the time came to fulfill the prophecy. We
too have great works to do.
SUBMITTED BY Wanda Clay

Daily Lenten Readings

Day 15 Fri 3/22/19
The Gospel of Matthew
Matthew 4-Mark 6

Jesus has spoken! Are we listening? The gospel of Mark chapters 4-6 is
full of amazing and awe inspiring miracles that were witnessed and shared
among the people. Jesus taught them by the using parables. He seemed to put
an emphasis on the importance of really hearing to understand, so they can
yield fruit, instilling the word in their hearts to share it with the world a bit at
a time. Not hearing yields no fruit and is useless. He warns them that there
may be some that hear and not understand. Jesus wants them to not let The
Word be taken from them, or at the first test buckle under the hardships of
life. He also warns about becoming unfruitful through falling for the cares of
this world.
In chapter 23, Jesus again brings up the importance of hearing. He says "If
any man have ears to hear, let him hear." He wants the people to take heed: for
the people who hear shall be given more.
When Jesus was alone with his disciples, he had a heart-to-heart and
explained the parables to them.
They soon sent away the multitude and the disciples were witness to the
power of the Lord! The humanness showed its face and Jesus had to ask the
disciples, "Why are ye so fearful? How is it that ye have no faith?" Jesus
could’ve been talking to me, as well as many others I'm sure. We pray and try
to keep our fears in line. Knowing that God is always with us and has all
power in His hands, must never leave our hearts. Faith and hope is the key!
Jesus continued performing miracles, like casting unclean spirits out of a
man, healing and raising the dead. The Word was spreading far and wide due
to the marvel of His works. The people in this part of the scriptures of
chapter five seem to have something in common, that is faith.
Around chapter 6, Along with his disciples, Jesus came into his own
country. Questions started to arise and offense being taken toward Jesus
because they would not see and did not believe. He went around the villages
teaching anyway. Jesus was not deterred. He sent his disciples out two-bytwo and preached about repentance while performing miracles. Jesus even
fed more than five-thousand people with five loaves of bread and two fish
with twelve full baskets of leftovers.
King Herod went so far as to believe that John the Baptist has been raised
from the dead and was responsible for all the things that have been reported to
him. Due to an unjust cause, King Herod was the one who beheaded John the
Baptist. Others thought it was a prophet.
There are so many lessons to learn from God's word that was left for us, to
guide us through any situation under the sun. The big question is, are our ears
open to hear?
SUBMITTED BY Althea Lee

Daily Lenten Readings

Day 16 Sat 3/23/19
Taste and see He's good...You still need a sign?
Mark 7-Mark 9

In these chapters a lot is said about eating, tasting and what comes from the
mouth. Not quite directly, however, Chapter 7 begins with the thought of
defining what defiles the body after making mention of people eating without
washing their hands. As it was determined by Jesus, it is not what goes “into”
the body, but rather, what “comes from” the body that defiles them.
Reminding the people of human traditions that contradict the thought of eating
with dirty hands as being awful while disregarding other actions from a
person’s heart where evil thoughts are stored…adultery, murder, greed, malice,
slander, theft, deceit and many others...that defiles!
It goes on to talk about the fact that Jesus encouraged the children to eat as
it is not acceptable that the children are not fed when the food is thrown to the
dogs. “Even the dogs get the crumbs from the table.” The child was healed a
the request of the woman who talked with Jesus in regards to her daughter.
As he proceeded on a mission of healing, a deaf and mute man was healed
and able to speak by Jesus using spittle from his mouth to touch the man’s
tongue and placed his finger in the man’s hear so that he could hear.
After again feeding thousands of people with a tad of bread and a few fish,
the disciples began to question Jesus about a “sign.” They got onto the boat
without bringing the baskets of leftovers and were hungry. Jesus talked to the
disciples about their questioning even with all that they had been witnesses to.
Yet, he continued to heal…a blind man by using spittle from his mouth to
make a mixture that restored his sight.
Jesus asked, “Who do they say I am?” and then asked Peter, “Who do you
say I am?” Jesus spoke clearly about his death and resurrection after three
days. He spoke to the crowd saying, “…If anyone is ashamed of me and my
words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be
ashamed of them when he comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels.”
He took Peter, James and John to a high mountain of Transfiguration where
his clothes dazzled whiter than any bleach from mortal man…After healing a
boy possessed with unclean spirits, Jesus spoke soundly about doing things
that would cause “little ones” (those who believe in him), would be better off
entering the kingdom mamed than living with the thing that caused them to
stumble and fall. Everyone will be salted with fire. He said, “Salt is good, but
if it loses its saltiness, how can you make it salty again? Have salt among
yourselves, and be at peace with each other.”
Sometimes we don’t believe what our eyes see! Jesus was tiring of his
disciples asking for a sign, when they were with him all the time, yet still
seemed not to understand.
God sends you blessings. TASTE it…SEE, it’s good!
SUBMITTED BY Wanda Clay

Ash Wednesday begins the Lenten season
Lent is a solemn religious observance in the liturgical
calendar that begins on Ash Wednesday and ends
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Copies may be requested from the church office or sent
electronically.
Rev. Dr. Herbert Lester, Jr., Senior Pastor
Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Williams, Associate Pastor
Wanda Clay, Witness Chair and Editor

Daily Lenten Readings
Book 3 of 8

Compiled by Clark Memorial UMC
Witness
March 2019

