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Pastor’s Pondering  

Transition:  the process of changing from one state or condition to another.   November is a 
transition month. The weather transitions from fall rains to winter snow. The Christian calendar 
transitions from the time after Pentecost to Advent; the first Sunday of Advent is November 29.  
Our cultural calendar transitions from Halloween costumes to Thanksgiving dinners to the 
Christmas shopping.   

 

I’ve been pondering the reality of transitions lately.  Many of us say we do not like change, yet 
change - transition - is a part of life. I have even heard some say they, “come to church because it is 
one place that they can be assured that things stay the same.”  I have come to question whether the 
church is a place that things stay the same.   

 

The early Christian Church was in constant transition beginning immediately after it’s inception on 
Easter morning. At first the Christian Church was only for Jews and Jewish religious rituals were 
foundational in the life of the church (circumcision, format of worship and prayers, feast 
celebrations). Within a short time period the Christian Church transitioned through the inclusion of 
Gentiles, a variety of forms and format of worship, a wide range of understanding of the nature of 
who Christ was/is, the letting go of certain Jewish practices (circumcision for one) and festival 
celebrations, going from being illegal to a government authorized entity, etc.  In Acts 17 we read 
about Paul transitioning from preaching in synagogues using Jewish language to public spaces 
using cultural language (the Areopagus). John and Charles Wesley, the founders of Methodism, 
transitioned through a dramatic change in ways of discipleship (implementing small groups), 
worship styles, and music to mention a few.   

 

The reason for the constant transitions in the Christian Church from its inception is that the purpose 
of the Christian Church of: “being a witness” (Acts 1:8) by “seeking and saving the lost” (Luke 
19:10) demands it.  Fulfilling our purpose requires us to communicate the reality of God’s love in 
Jesus Christ using ways that are relevant and meaningful to a culture that is rapidly transitioning 
itself. We no longer use 8-track tapes to communicate music, mimeograph machines to make paper 
copies, or 80-column cards to communicate data.  Similarly, the way the Good News of Jesus Christ 
is communicated today demands different methods that are the most effective at reaching the least, 
last, and lost.   

 

We can be at peace with the fact that transitions in the life of the church are as certain as the 
changing of the seasons because our faith is grounded in Jesus Christ, who is “the same yesterday 
and today and forever” (Hebrews 13:8). We can be assured that Christ’s faithful love will lead us 
forward in abundant life.  

Grace,  

Pastor Tim  
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 Canned Meats 

 Snack Items: Granola Bars, Crackers, Chips, etc. 

 Beans 

 Mac & Cheese Pasta 

 Fruit Juice 

 Cereal 

 Condiments  

 Personal Care Items 

 Rice 

 Beans 

 

Vital Church Initiative Team Members 
   Sharron Myler    Alan Claybaugh 
   June Swanson    Hilda Russell 
   Leslie Martin-Good    Sharon Longstreth 
   Darla Kilgore     Chris Longstreth 
   Emmie Yen     Sharon Sumner 
   Jeff Yen     Phil VanHammen 
   Pat Whyatt     Tracy Scheud 
   Pastor Tim 

NECM Monthly Needs 

From July 28 through September 16, Northlawn contributed 43 bags and 2 boxes of food items to 

NECM.  Thanks to Fred TenHoor and Jan Bertoia for delivering all of this to NECM!  Keep up the 

good work.  We continue to help the hungry. 

To Northlawn United Methodist Church, 
Thank you so very much for allowing us to use such a special location for Mom and Dad’s 50th 
wedding anniversary party, the same place it begain 50 years ago.  Everything went so perfectly 
and Mom and Dad were totally surprised!!  It all meant so much to them and they can’t stop 
talking about it.  Thank you again and especially to Sharon who took all my phone calls with 
questions!! 
Sincerely, 
The VanderKam Family 
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CPR Class 
More than 326,000 people in the US suffer out-of-hospital cardiac arrests each year. Most people 
who experience cardiac arrest at home, work or in a public location die because they don't receive 
immediate CPR from someone on the scene. As a bystander, don't be afraid. Your actions can only 
help. Statistics prove that if more people knew CPR, more lives could be saved. 
American Heart Association CPR Class at Northlawn Church 
Choose one (3 hours max total commitment) 
  
Saturday, November 14, 9:30 am – 12:30 pm 
Sunday, November 15, 1:30 pm – 4:30 pm 
Cost: $5.00 ($20 for books- optional) 
 Please sign up at Connection Corner, or contact Sharon Sumner, 616-361-8503, so we know how 
many to plan on. 

 

 
Administrative Team Update 
Northlawn United Methodist Church received a gift of $96,000 from the estate of Bob Wild. The 
Finance Team made a recommendation to the Administrative Team to distribute the gift as stated 
below. The Administrative Team voted in agreement with the Finance Team recommendation. We 
praise God for this wonderful gift.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Commitment Sunday is Nov 8th  
On Sunday, Nov 8th we will be receiving our Estimate of Giving cards.  

Each of our Estimates of Giving provides financial nourishment for the ministries of Northlawn 

United Methodist Church so that we can more fruitfully carry out  

God's mission for us of: Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

If you need an Estimate of Giving card, please pick one up at the Connection Corner. 

Pastor Tim   

SILVER SENIORS WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 11 at NOON in 

FELLOWSHIP HALL 

Please note the date change!!  Join us for sandwiches, chips and soup.  Bring a 

friend.  Please sign up at Connection Corner.  If you have any questions, contact 

Lee Grey, 361-8458. 

Mortgage 37.5% $36,000 

Endowment 25% $24,000 

Operating Rainy Day 

Fund 

25% $24,000 

Trustees Building 

Maintenance & Repair 

Fund 

12.5% $12,000 
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The Education Team at Northlawn would like to dedicate Bibles for all of our third and fourth 

grade students on November 8, 2015.  It is a tradition here at Northlawn to give Bibles to our 

students who are becoming readers and will become readers of The Word.  We don't want to miss 

anyone so please let Sharon Longstreth  (cslongstreth@yahoo.com) know of your student's name as 

soon as possible so we have a Bible for him/her on that day.  Thank you!     

 

 

The Importance of Church Greeters 

“Greeters are the Ambassadors of the Door. They are the gatekeepers in the House of the Lord; the 
envoy of the Lord of the House.   It is estimated that one out of every seven people come to church 
with a heavy burden...be a faith lifter.” 
Dr. Nelson L. Price 

 

 

Finance Team Update 

The financial position of Northlawn UMC has been stable this year.  In 2015, we have been able to 
pay all our bills and continue to pay down the mortgage.  We request your continued support as we 
begin our budget process for 2016.  

New Banners for Sanctuary 
The Worship committee is looking for some creative people who can help make new banners for 
the Sanctuary. If you can sew, quilt, or paint we would love to hear from you. Please see Jeanne 
Hoye or ask at the Connection Corner for help in contacting any worship team member. We 
appreciate your willingness to help and create. 

Help Earn Money for the Church!  
If you use the internet for any type of search you can use GoodSearch and a donation will be 
made to the church for every search and purchase you make over the internet. The last check 
Northlawn received was for over $140. All proceeds go toward the mortgage principle. Here's all 
you need to do; Go to   http://www.goodsearch.com/nonprofit/northlawn-united-methodist-

http://www.goodsearch.com/nonprofit/northlawn-united-methodist-church.aspx
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November Volunteer List & Birthdays 

1 Doris Black 
8 Tracy Scheid 
15 Susan Smith & Hilda Russell 
22  _____________________ 
27 _____________________

 
If you would like to be a greeter,  
please sign up in the Connection Corner. 

If you would like to serve 
at Connection Corner, 
please sign up at  
Connection Corner. 

1 Paula Wright 
8 Emmanuel Joshua 
15 Hilda Russell 
22  Don Chandler 
27 _________________ 

3 Lynn Herman 
8 Lorraine Rayner 
9  Marilyn Lindberry 
9 Marianne Lull 
10 Lee Grey 
11 Xavier Weidenfeller 
12 Marcia Loveless 
13 Karen Russo 
13 Ed Salzemnieks 
13 Wanda Skutt 
14 Roberta Brockway 
20 Don Chandler 
22 Cathy Renkema 
24 Sharon Applegarth 
  

LITURGIST 

2  Mike & Terry Rowe 

4 Dave & Cathy Renkema 

6 Chris and Sharon Longstreth 

7 Jon and Annette Radeck 
 

Anniversaries 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

All Saints 

Day 

2 

 

7 pm 

Worship 

Team 

3 

Voting Day 

10 am 

Bible Study 

7 pm 

Bible Study 

4 

6 pm 

Bell Choir 

7 pm 

Choir 

Yashana 

Lodge 

5 

Craft Show Work 

Day 

6 pm 

Outreach 

6:30 pm 

Yarn w/

6 

Craft Show 

Setup 

7 

9-3:00 

Craft Show 

8 

Schuel 

Gathering 

(baby shower) 

Fellowship 

Hall 

9 

Pastor Tim 

on vacation 

 

 

 

6:30-pm 

WON Circle 

10 

10 am 

Bible Study 

 

 

6 pm 

Trustees 

7 pm 

Bible Study 

11 

12 Noon 

Silver 

Seniors 

6 pm 

Bell Choir 

7 pm 

Choir 

Yashana 

Lodge 

12 

 

 
6:30 pm 

Yarn w/

Purpose 

13 14 

 
9-2:00 pm 

VCI Team 

Fellowship 

Hall 

15 

Pastor Tim on 

vacation 

16 17 

10 am 

Bible Study 

 

7 pm 

Bible Study 

18 

6 pm 

Bell Choir 

7 pm 

Choir 

Yashana 

Lodge 

19 

6 pm 

Finance 

6:30 pm 

Yarn/W 

Purpose 

20 21 

22 23 

 

7 pm 

Admin/

CORE Team 

24 

10 am 

Bible Study 

 

7 pm 

Bible Study 

25 

6 pm 

Bell Choir 

7 pm 

Choir 

Yashana 

Lodge 

26 

6:30 pm 

Yarn/W 

Purpose 

27 28 

29 30 
 

MINISTRY TEAM LEADERS:  Please note, it is YOUR responsibility to list all 

meetings on the Office calendar.  The online calendar is then updated based on the 

office calendar.  All COMMUNICATIONS ARE BASED ON THE OFFICE 

CALENDAR. 

Pastor Tim 

November 
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Caring & Sharing 
Northlawn has one full time employee, Pastor Tim.  We operate on volunteer power and we need 
YOU!   We have opportunities to care and serve in all these areas: Worship Volunteers, 
Hospitality, Congregational Care, Music, Environment, Community Outreach.  Sign up at 
Connection Corner. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Moving Forward: The Grief Journey  

during the Holidays 

Sunday, November 15, 2015, 12:00-1:00 p.m.    

Northlawn United Methodist Church 

Presented by: Heather O’Brien, Emmanuel Hospice Director of Bereavement Services. 

 Experiencing the holidays and special occasions without a loved one, can be a very 

difficult time.  Thanksgiving, Chanukah, Christmas, New Year’s, birthdays, and anniversaries; 

for most people, just thinking about these special days spent with family and friends can bring 

back a flood of happy memories.  However, for others, happy memories are dulled by the pain 

and sorrow of experiencing the holidays without a loved one who has died.  These are natural 

and normal feelings and you are not alone in experiencing these emotions.  Join Emmanuel 

Hospice to learn about ways to help you or a friend, cope with grief during this time.  

  Please note the presentation is at NOON so that those who attend Sunday School can 

come.  The Congregational Care Committee will take orders after church for Subway, so you 

should bring cash if you want to have a sandwich during the presentation, or you may bring 

your own.” 

 
 
 
 
  

Northlawn Youth Group (teens)  

Northlawn’s Youth Group is small and mighty.  We’ve had a lot of fun 
lately serving our community making sandwiches at Kids Food Basket, 
Making cookies and snack mix for families of sick babies and children at 
Ronald McDonald House, doing yard work for our shut in elderly friends, 
along with some fun including a Christmas Party with Minute to Win it 
games.  Encourage your teen age family and friends to join us!  Our 
activities are listed here: Youth Group Activities. 

Deadline for The Lamplighter Newsletter is ALWAYS the 17th of the previous month.  ALL 

articles must be received by this date or they will not be included.  Sorry, no exceptions.  

You may email your articles to:  sharon@northlawnumc.org or leave them in the secretary’s 

mail slot. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/11vYXZICAiWwq29kJ0jXpKO2bGJyjIBeYpoIlYmCpGSM/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:catsdesk@northlawnumc.oeg
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NORTHLAWN BUILDING & EQUIPMENT USE POLICY 

Northlawn United Methodist Church is always happy to make the building available for 

community functions.  The No0rthlawn Building & Equipment Use Policy form must be filled out 

and approved before using the building or equipment.  The completed form must be given to the 

secretary.  This form outlines the guidelines that must be followed for building/equipment use. 

Only folding chairs and tables designated for loan may be borrowed and must be signed out with 

the date of pick up and the date of return.  All kitchen equipment and supplies must be used only 

on church property. 

 

Thank You! 
To Northlawn United Methodist Church Family and Friends, 
Many thanks for your concern, love, prayers, visits, cards, hugs, and encouragement over the last few years 
for Barbara Morton and her family. 
 
We would like to thank all those who were part of the memorial service on September 19, 2015:  
 For all those who were present for the visitation and/or service. 
 Pastor Tim Wright and Rev. Thurlan Meredith 
 Toni Gould for her music ministry. 
 The women’s Bible study groups for their flowers. 
 All the ladies who prepared and served the luncheon. 

Any others, who worked behind the scenes to prepare the order of service, to set up and clean up. 
 
It is wonderful when Christians share in both joys and sorrows. 
God has been very good to us and so have you. 
 
With love, 
Rosalee Shier (for Bob Morton and the Shier and Truax families) 

 
 

INTERESTED IN PLAYING HANDBELLS? 
The Bell Choir has three openings for ringers.  All you need is a good sense of 
rhythm and some experience, either singing in choir or playing an instrument, 
or a basic knowledge of the keyboard.   We meet on Wednesday evenings at 
6:00 p.m.  We do a variety of music, both traditional and contemporary.  We 
would love to have you join us!  Please pray about it and contact Sharon 
Sumner at 616-635-0441 or ssumner61@gmail.com if interested.  Thanks! 
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 Educational Opportunities at Northlawn for the School Year 2015-16  

Sunday School sessions are held after the 9:45 a.m. worship service. Please feel free to drop in and 

join any of our studies. We are always looking for new ideas and class offerings. There are two 

women’s Bible studies offered on Tuesdays that are also listed below. If you would like to add to 

our offerings or volunteer your time and talent to our Education Team, please contact Sharon 

Longstreth or Paula Wright.  Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Group Location Group 
Coordinator 

Topic 

Preschool – 4 years Nursery (2
nd

 floor) Jessica Hamilton   

Elementary Students Room 203 (2
nd

 floor) Volunteer Rotation   

High School/Middle 
School 

Room 201 (2
nd

 floor) Volunteers Needed   

Men’s Discussion 
Group 

Library (Main Level) Rev. Thurlan 
Meredith 

Issues of Christian 
Living 

Seekers Women’s 
Bible Study 

Room 104-105 
(Main Level) 

Sharron Myler Acts of the Apostles:  
September – “Seeds 
of New Growth,” Acts 
4-8; October – 
“Giving Bold 
Testimony,”  Acts 8-
11; November – 
“Spreading the 
Gospel,” Acts 12-18. 
Discussions are open, 
informative and 
heartfelt. 

Journaling Through 
Proverbs 

Room 204-205 (2
nd

 
floor) 

Kelli Hamilton Proverbs 24-31.  Then 
class will determine 
next direction. 

Tuesday Morning 
Women’s Bible Study, 
weekly at 10:00 am 

Room 104-105 
(Main Level) 

Rosalie Shier The Holy Spirit 

Tuesday Evening 
Women’s Bible Study, 
weekly at 7:00 pm 

Room 104-105 
(Main Level) 

Sharon Sumner “The Prodigal God” 

The YMCA Veggie Van is at Northlawn every Wednesday - for 
everyone!  Look for details in your Sunday bulletin and on Northlawn’s 

website, www.northlawnumc.org. 
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VCI and Me 
Better communication is one of the first goals of Northlawn’s VCI Team - to make a better informed 
congregation!  So, as part of that process, I have attempted to outline below the purpose of VCI, 
what we’re doing, and the impact it’s having on those from Northlawn who are participating.  
 
The Vital Church Initiative (VCI) is a process of renewal for growing healthy, vital, fruitful, 
missional congregations in the Michigan Area of the UMC.    
 
The VCI Team members were chosen by God himself through much prayer by Pastor Tim and 
prayer by each person on the team to discern God’s will for his/her participation on the team.    
We’re EXCITED to see where He takes us in the process.  Is it hard work? - you bet, but we believe 
we were called by God and that he has given us the desire to serve our Lord in this way to fulfill our 
mission of “making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”  We will learn and 
grow together; implement what we learn and communicate what we learn to the congregation. 
 
The VCI Team in large (away team) includes 6 local churches:  (Aldersgate UMC, Byron Center 
UMC, Greenville UMC, Grand Rapids Wesley Park UMC, and Otsego UMC ).  The entire team (all 
six church representatives) gathers one Saturday a month (through May, 2016) at Northlawn (home 
location).   Our discussions are facilitated by Mara Marsman, who was trained by the Michigan 
Area United Methodist Vital Church Initiative Leadership Team.   Our VCI Away Team meets with 
our VCI Home Team once a month to discuss our learnings and implement goals that came out of 
the “away team” gathering. 
 
The topics of the first two “away team” meetings were: 
September 12 - “Here and There” 
Reading Material for the month - “Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations” by Robert Schnase” 

Here:  Current State - Where Are We Now? 
The New Face of Ministry in the 21st Century Church 
There:  Where is God leading us? 

 
October 10 “The Life Cycle and Possibilities Therein” 
Reading Material:  “George Bullard’s “Life Cycle” 

To explore relationships between church’s place in the life cycle, size and leadership style. 
 
Some of the things that came out of our discussions at the October 10th meeting were: 

The need for better communication 
The need for leadership development 
Recognizing people for what they do 
The need for radical hospitality 
Strengthening our vision 

 
The topic of the November 14th VCI Team Meeting is:  “Our World Has Changed.”  The reading 
material is “Renovate or Die” by Bob Farr and Kay Kotan. 
 
The topic of the December 5th VCI Team Meeting is:  “Worshiping With” and the reading material 
is “Worship Ways” by Thomas Bandy with Lucinda Holmes)  (continued on next page) 
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Northlawn United Methodist Church  
1157 Northlawn St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI  49505 

www.northlawnumc.org 

Mission - why we are here 
Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world 

Northlawn United Methodist Church 
2015 Leadership Team   

 

Administrative Team 
Chairperson:  ························································································································ Tammy Diebold 
Finance Chairperson: ··············································································································· Diane Ludwig 
SPRC Chairperson:  ················································································································ Judy VanLente 
Trustee Chairperson: ·············································································································· Jerry Lachniet 
Lay Member to Ann. Conference:  ······························································································ Pat Whyatt 
Women of Northlawn President ················································································· Ruth VanValkenburg 
Members @ Large: ··························································· Alan Claybaugh, John Secord, Phil VanHammen 

 

Core Ministry Team 
Outreach ·································································································································· Sally Wesorick 
Education ·································································································································· Teri Chandler 
Worship  ··········································································································································· Jan Jager  
Congregational Care  ···················································································································John Secord 
Administrative Team Rep ········································································································· Jerry Lachniet 

(continued from previous page)   
If you have questions, please feel free to contact a VCI Team member.  Team members are Jeff Yen, 
Emmie Yen, Darla Kilgore, Phil VanHammen, Sharon Longstreth, Tracy Scheid, Sharon Sumner, 
June Swanson, Leslie Martin-Good, Sharon Myler, Pat Whyatt and Pastor Tim.   Home Team:  
Hilda Russell, Alan Claybaugh, Chris Longstreth 
 
“We are on a journey and God is leading!  May God use each one of us until we are wholly like 
Jesus.”  (quote from VCI materials) 
 
Sharon Sumner for the VCI Team 
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Northlawn United Methodist Church 

Altar Prayer Team 

“My house will be called a house of prayer….” Matthew 21:13 

“Is anyone among you in trouble?  Let them pray.  Is anyone happy?  Let them sing songs of praise.  Is 

anyone among you sick?  Let them call the elders of the church to pray over them and anoint them with oil in 

the name of the Lord.  And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise them 

up.  If they have sinned, they will be forgiven.” 

 James 5:13-15 

The purpose of the Altar Prayer Team at Northlawn United Methodist Church is for people 

to experience God’s Presence and Unconditional Love through prayer as an integral part of 

worship. 

The Altar Prayer Team has received training and is commissioned to serve as conduits of 

God’s grace.  By being open and responsive to the working of the Holy Spirit, the Altar Prayer 

Team prays that God’s love, guidance and healing power would be released for the benefit of His 

people and to His glory.  The Altar Prayer Team is not the source of power, but conduits of God’s 

grace.  It is God’s grace that saves, heals and sets free because God is the source of all good (James 

1:17). 

At the conclusion of each worship, members of our Altar Prayer Team will be available at 

the front of the sanctuary to offer the ministry of prayer to those who need encouragement, hope, 

healing, help to get through the pain of current circumstances, or who have been impacted by that 

day’s worship in some way.  Members of the Altar Prayer Team can be easily identified by the 

Name Tags they are wearing. 

Take your concerns to Jesus, no matter how big or small they may seem to be.  Altar prayer 

can be one of the first steps in seeking God’s hand on issues in our lives.  It’s not something 

reserved only for the great challenges or very serious issues.  Those on the Altar Prayer Team 

handle concerns with kindness, care, discernment, and confidentiality. 

If you have any questions or comments, please contact Pastor Tim. 

 

Altar Prayer Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Tim Wright Bev Wells 

Sharon Sumner Pat Whyatt 

Jeff Yen Emmie Yen 

Shawna Wassing Mike Peters 

Pat Peters Betty Beck 
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Grapevine Harvest Craft Show 

Saturday, November 7, 2015 

9:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Northlawn United Methodist Church 

1157 Northlawn NE, Grand Rapids 

(corner of Northlawn & Fuller) 
 
 

 60 Booths 
 Coffee Shop 

 Bake Sale 
 Cookie Walk 

 SILENT AUCTION 
 Lunch Available 10:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

 
 
 

Phone:  616-361-8503 

Fax:  616-361-2878 

Web Site:  northlawnumc.org 
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COMING SOON...Grapevine Harvest Craft Show 

We are excited about the 2015 Grapevine Harvest Craft Show Saturday, November 7 from 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 

p.m.  We appreciate everything our Northlawn family does to help each year; it really is an all-church event!  

ALL PROCEEDS WILL BE DONATED TO VARIOUS MISSION PROJECTS. 

 

Northlawn’s booths include:  Bake Sale and Coffee Shop, Cookie Walk,  Rada Sale, Holiday Booth,  The 

Treasure Room, filled with your donated “treasures.”  Another way to say it is...we are having a mini 

rummage sale of high quality old or new donated items.  BRING YOUR DONATIONS any time through 

Sunday, November 1, drop off in the Coat Room.  Questions?  Contact Lee Grey at 361-8458. 

 

There are many opportunities to help make this show a great success (Watch for sign-up sheets). 
 
DONATE: FOOD ITEMS FOR CRAFT SHOW LUNCHEON 
  COOKIES FOR THE COOKIE WALK 
  BAKED GOODS of all kinds 
  HANDMADE ITEMS for our Holiday Booth 
  SPECIAL NEW OR OLD ‘TREASURES’ for the 

  Treasure Room   

 

VOLUNTEER:   
Thursday, November 5 at 9:00 a.m. to help prepare and set up.   
Friday, November 6 at 6:00 p.m. to assist crafters set up. 
Saturday, November 7, SHOW DAY, at 3:00 to assist crafters and help prepare all areas for church on 
Sunday. 
 
LUNCH WILL BE SERVED FROM 10:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

 

There will be a supply of flyers announcing our Show at Connection Corner.  Please take these to give to 
friends, family, and co-workers.   

 

Please add our efforts to your prayer list as we prepare for this Mission fundraiser. 
W.O.N. (Women of Northlawn) 

 

 
*NEW* Silent auction at the Grapevine Harvest Show November 7th.  
Proceeds to benefit local missions. Donations are needed and welcomed. 
 Handcrafted items 
 Gift cards 
 Themed baskets (let your imagination go wild) but here are a few ideas:  Grill Master, Get Well, 

Golf or other sports, Animal Lover, Kitchen or Bath, Spa, Car Care, Garden, Beach Lover, New 
Baby 

….and the list could go on and on. Baskets are fun for the imagination. 
If you would like to donate or have any questions please call Kelli Hamilton at 616-696-1370 and 
thank you in advance for your donations. 
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NORTHLAWN UMC 

Administrative Team Meeting 
 
MINUTES 
June 15, 2015 - 7pm – 8pm 
 
Attendees: 
Judy VanLente – SPRC Committee 
Ruth VanValkenburg – Women’s Group 
Jerry Lachinet – Trustee Committee 
Tammy Diebold – Chair 
Phil Van Hammen – At Large 
Allen Claybaugh – At Large 
John Secord – At Large 
Pastor Tim 
 
Absent: 
Ken Jeltema – At Large  
Pat Whyatt – Layperson to Annual Conference 
Diane Ludwig – Finance Committee 
 
MINUTES 
 
Review of April, 2015  Minutes. . Motion to approve made by Ruth.  Second by Pastor Tim 
…….Minutes approved. 
 
Devotions by Ruth VanValkenburg.  

 
Pastor Tim: 
*City of Grand Rapids asked if our church could be a polling place.  We are checking into this 
possibility.   
*Veggie Van starts this Wednesday. 
*Altar prayer team averages 3 individual prayer requests per week. 
*Church attendance:  we are averaging 2 visitors a week. 
*All meeting minutes will now go in our Newsletter 
 

Report Out by Area 
Finance – Diane (no report) 
 
Staff Parish – Judy 
-Having their Staff Parish meeting tomorrow (6/16).  Busy working on  some key issues. 
 
Nominations  –  Pastor Tim (Nothing new to report) 
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Trustees – Jerry 
-Looking for volunteers to handle opening and closing the church.  Handed out a flyer 

describing the responsibilities. 
-new screens are installed, and will be operating soon. 
-currently over budget on one line item – church maintenance 

-New doors are coming soon 
-still working on a fix for one leak. 
 

Layperson to Annual Conference – Pat Whyatt. 
-Pat will give a report this Sunday during service 
 
Women’s Group – Ruth 
-June clatter offering will go to Ronald McDonald.  And July will go to In  The Image. 

-Will be collecting school supplies in the Fall again this year 
-Working on the Craft Show for this year.  Starting to reserve spots, and  there are 

many return crafters. 
-Yarn with a Purpose donated a basket to NECM, which raised over $50 

-Women are sending cards out twice a year, to people in the church.  And 12 bulletins 
are mailed out each week, to keep people connected. 

-The group has a good supply of the ever popular prayer shawls 
-There are 16-19 members that attend each meeting.  All women are welcome! 

 
Phil reported there will be a blood drive October 20, 2015 

 
Closing Prayer – June Devotions: by Tammy  
 

Next Meeting Sept 28th at 7:00 pm is combined with CORE 
 

 
Forgiving the Church - from Henri Nouwen's Bread for the Journey 
When we have been wounded by the Church, our temptation is to reject it.   But when we reject the 
Church it becomes very hard for us to keep in touch with the living Christ.  When we say,  "I love 
Jesus, but I hate the Church," we end up losing not only the Church but Jesus too.  The challenge is 
to forgive the Church.  This challenge is especially great because the Church seldom asks us for 
forgiveness, at least not officially.  But the Church as an often fallible human organization needs our 
forgiveness, while the Church as the living Christ among us continues to offer us forgiveness.   
 
It is important to think about the Church not as "over there" but as a community of struggling, weak 
people of whom we are part and in whom we meet our Lord and Redeemer. 
 
 
For further reflection... 
 
"I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings." - I Corinthians 9: 23 (NIV) 
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Northlawn United Methodist Church 
1157 Northlawn St. NE 
Grand Rapids, MI  49505 
 

Phone:  (616) 361-8503 
Fax:  (616) 361-2878 

We’re on the web! 

northlawnumc.org 

Bishop, Deborah L. Kiesey 
G.R. District Superintendent, 
Rev. Bill Haggard 
Pastor Tim 
Pastor Jan 
Family of Greg Cleveland 
Dolores Barnes 
Marcia Loveless 
Izzy Ward 
Dave & Dorothy Spaulding 
Family of Barb Morton 
Wesley & Phyllis Smith 
Robin Eslinger 
Wheeler & Phyllis Tortellet 
RuthAnn Buschert 

Mission - why we are here 
Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world 


