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 Thank You’s 

Pastor’s Pondering  

 See, I am doing a new thing!  Now it springs up; do you not 
perceive it?  I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the 
wasteland.  The wild animals honor me, the jackals and the owls, because 
I provide water in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland, to give 
drink to my people, my chosen, the people I formed for myself that they 
may proclaim my praise.   Isaiah 43:19-21 

  Over the past several months these verses from God’s Word have 
been rattling around inside me.  These verses are encouraging and 
exciting.  I have sensed God doing a “new thing” in us and others have 
shared with me how they are experiencing a new spirit within them and 
our congregation. 

  Yet, when God is “doing a new thing” in our midst, that also means 
change and loss, in addition to the unknown nature of the “way” God is 
leading us.  It can feel like we are journeying through the wilderness 
because the things we have held on to for security and stability for so long 
are nowhere in sight.  It may even appear that wild animals are among us 
due to the different ideas and practices of new people (like me).   As we 
begin the new year, it is easy to lose sight, to forget who it is that formed 
and forms us to be Northlawn United Methodist Church. 

 I remind all of us that it is God doing the new thing, God making a 
way, God providing streams in the midst of the wilderness, God giving us 
the drink of the living water of Jesus Christ.  I remind us that we are 
gathered together for the purpose of “proclaiming” the Good News of 
Jesus Christ. 

 As we journey into the new year of 2015 wondering where and 
how God will lead us, I remind us of another congregation of God’s 
people following God leading them into a  “new thing”.  These people had 
wandered through the wilderness for 40 years.  Now, God spoke to these 
people through Joshua, their new leader, as God was about to lead them 
into the unknown promised land. 

 I encourage you with the same words that God spoke thru Joshua:  

 "Be strong and of good courage;  

do not be afraid or dismayed,  

for the Lord God is with us wherever we go."  Joshua 1:9   

Grace,  

Pastor Tim  
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Youth Group Activities for Teens!!!   

We Have New Internal Mail Slots 
We have a new and improved internal mail box (thank 
you Ray Lull).  There are new additions and some 
numbers have been rearranged.  PLEASE look at the 
posted information sheet to find the correct mail slot. 

1  9  17  

2  10  18  

3  11  19  

4  12  20  

5  13  21  

6  14  22  

7  15  23  

8  16  24  

If you haven’t visited Northlawn’s new website yet, take a look 
today! It’s a quick, easy-to-use resource for all kinds of information, 
including details about current and future activities as well as recent 
events. It’s also a wonderful tool to introduce Northlawn to people 
who haven’t been here yet - so be sure to let friends and family 
know they can find out all about us at www.northlawnumc.org. 

Pastor Tim’s Office Hours 
I will be setting aside Tuesdays from 9:00-12:00 a.m. to be in my office at church.  I am 

frequently in my office at church on Wednesday and Thursday also, but often pastoral ministry 

takes me to people and places at unpredictable times.  Please feel free to stop in on Tuesday 

mornings or contact me to set up another time and/or place to get together. 

 

Pastor Tim 

Thank you! 

A huge “Thank You” to each of you who chose to help a family in need by providing a holiday food 

basket to a needy family.  Twenty families were served this year.  Your gifts to these families are 

an expression of the love of Jesus Christ alive in the world today.  We hope you found the 

experience a wonderful part of your Christmas.  Thank you again, and may you feel God’s 

blessings at work today and through the New Year. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/11vYXZICAiWwq29kJ0jXpKO2bGJyjIBeYpoIlYmCpGSM/edit
http://www.northlawnumc.org
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NECM Monthly Needs: 
NECM always needs grocery bags.  They may be paper or plastic 

 CANNED MEAT  

 SNACK ITEMS: Gran-
ola Bars, Crackers, 
chips, etc.  

 RICE  

 BEANS  

 MAC & CHEESE PAS-
TA  

 FRUIT JUICE  

 CEREAL  

 CONDIMENTS  

 PERSONAL CARE 
ITEMS  

 

We will not have a luncheon in the months of January and 
February.  See you in March, 2015!! 

New Banners for Sanctuary 
The Worship committee is looking for some creative people who can help make new banners for 
the Sanctuary. If you can sew, quilt, or paint we would love to hear from you. Please see Jeanne 
Hoye or ask at the Connection Corner for help in contacting any worship team member. We 
appreciate your willingness to help and create. 

 

Deadline for The Lamplighter Newsletter is ALWAYS the 17th of the previous month.  ALL 

articles must be received by this date or they will not be included.  Sorry, no exceptions.  You 

may email your articles to:  catsdesk@northlawnumc.org or leave them in the secretary’s mail 

slot. 

Worship Team Notes 

In December, the Worship Team accepted the resignation of Sharon Longstreth.  We were 

blessed to have Sharon serve as co-chair of the team for several years, and we have deeply 

appreciated her devoted service to the group and to Northlawn. 

 

Jan Jager continues to serve as Worship Team co-chair, and to represent the team in the CORE 

group.  The second co-chair position remains open as The Lamplighter goes to print this month.  

Current members of the Worship Team include Pastor Tim, Sharon Sumner, Jeanne Hoye, Toni 

Gould, Teri Chandler, and Jerry Lachniet.  Together they strive to plan worship throughout the 

Christian year that provides everyone with a life-changing experience of God’s presence. 

 

The Worship Team meets the first Monday of every month at 6:30 p.m. in Room 104/105.  If you 

have a passion for worship and feel called to serve God and Northlawn as a member of the 

Worship Team, we welcome your interest and participation.  Contact Jan Jager or Pastor Tim, or 

join us at our meeting. 

mailto:catsdesk@northlawnumc.oeg
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Thank you! 

I just wanted to say thank you for offering a Christmas Eve supper for emergency responders.  I 

think it is wonderful that you do that.  I hope you had some police, fire, and EMS folks stop by.  I 

have no idea if any of our Life EMS folks were able to make it.  If our EMS crews were busy on 

calls, then they may not have been able to stop by.  I don’t want you to assume if no one shows up 

that we don’t care!  It is very nice of your church to offer this and I didn’t want it to go unnoticed.  

Please pass along our thanks to whomever planned the event, made the food, served the food, etc. 

Kraig Dodge 

Vice President, Life EMS Ambulance 

The January clatter offering will go to PET West Michigan 
(Personal Energy Transportation), a West Michigan company 
whose mission is “to provide appropriate mobility for all God’s 
children in need and to provide opportunity for meaningful 
volunteer work for retirees.”  Al Kindig, Bob Krueger, and Jack 
Piers collaborated to establish the first PET shop in Holland, 
Michigan.  The PET that is manufactured in Holland is a bicycle/
cart type of vehicle that is for children with mobility issues. 

WE ARE NO LONGER ACCEPTING USED CLOTHING AT THE CHURCH. PLEASE TAKE YOUR DO-
NATIONS TO A CHARITY OF YOUR CHOICE. 

 

Remember to Save Those Box Tops For Education! 

Help Earn Money for the Church!  
If you use the internet for any type of search you can use GoodSearch and a donation will be 
made to the church for every search and purchase you make over the internet. The last check 
Northlawn received was for over $140. All proceeds go toward the mortgage principle. Here's all 
you need to do; Go to   http://www.goodsearch.com/nonprofit/northlawn-united-methodist-
church.aspx  

http://www.goodsearch.com/nonprofit/northlawn-united-methodist-church.aspx
http://www.goodsearch.com/nonprofit/northlawn-united-methodist-church.aspx
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Northlawn United Methodist Church  
1157 Northlawn St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI  49505 

www.northlawnumc.org 
 

Northlawn United Methodist Church 
2015 Leadership Team   

 

Administrative Team 
Chairperson:  ························································································································ Tammy Diebold 
Finance Chairperson: ··············································································································· Diane Ludwig 
SPRC Chairperson:  ·················································································································Judy VanLente 
Trustee Chairperson: ··············································································································· Jerry Lachniet 
Lay Member to Ann. Conference:  ······························································································ Pat Whyatt 
Women of Northlawn President ·················································································· Ruth VanValkenburg 
Members @ Large: ···························································· Alan Claybaugh, John Secord, Phil VanHammen 

 

Core Ministry Team 
Outreach ·································································································································· Sally Wesorick 
Education ··································································································································· Teri Chandler 
Worship  ··········································································································································· Jan Jager  
Congregational Care  ··················································································································· John Secord 
Administrative Team Rep ········································································································· Jerry Lachniet 

In February, the Congregational Care Committee hopes to offer special music to our shut-ins, so we 

need volunteer musicians.  The second Sunday in February at 3:00 p.m. is a pre-dedicated 

availability and beyond that we will work to accommodate your schedule.  Consider all the 

possibilities.  Contact John Secord, 616-291-8029, or Sharron Myler, 616-676-31568, for more 

information. 

Talent—Instrument or Vocal  

Possibilities 

Type of Group You Might 

Participate In 

Connections 

Accordian, Banjo, Bells-Chimes,  

Guitar, Harmonica, Percussion, Piano, 
Strings, Voice, Woodwind 

Accompanist, Combo,  

Duet, Ensemble, Solo 

Family. Friends. Small 
Group, Social, School 
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Would you be interested to go on a mission trip to Red Bird Mission Work Camp in 
Kentucky next summer, August 16-22?  We need enough people to commit before the end 
of January or the week may no longer be available.  Cost is between $300 - $400 each.  We 
can fund raise to offset our cost.  Work Camp Video: https://vimeo.com/85865427.  If you 
want to go, please sign up at the Connection Corner or contact 
sally.wesorick@hotmail.com . 

The choir practices Wednesdays from 7 to 8 p.m. in Room 104/105 (main 

floor), September through May. During Winter/Spring 2015 we're presenting 

anthems the second and fourth Sundays each month. We sing music of many 

styles and genres - from folk songs to classical canons, heritage hymns to 

modern praise songs, ballads to gospel. No auditions; our only requirement is 

that you must be able to match pitch ("carry a tune"). Teri Chandler and Toni 

Gould lead the Chancel Choir. New singers are always welcome. If interested, 

contact Teri at terichan55@gmail.com or Toni at tgould126@gmail.com. 

  
 

 
I looked for someone who might rebuild the wall of 
righteousness that guards the land. I searched for someone to 
stand in the gap in the wall so I wouldn't have to destroy the 
land, but I found no one.  Ezekiel 22:30 
 

 
Will you stand in the gap?  Join the Outreach team!!! Help with ideas and serve our neighborhood and 
community!  Join us on January 8 at 6:00 pm.  Contact Sally.Wesorick@hotmail.com to be added to our 
email reminder list. 
 
 

 
 

Interested  in Playing Bells? 
 

The Bell Choir is in need of one bell ringer.  We rehearse on 
Wednesday evenings from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. and play for 
worship one Sunday a month from September through April.   If 
you are interested in this music ministry, please contact Sharon 
Sumner at 616-635-0441, or by email at ssumner61@gmail.com.  
Thanks! 

http://www.redbirdconference.org/
https://vimeo.com/85865427
mailto:sally.wesorick@hotmail.com
mailto:Sally.Wesorick@hotmail.com
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A Worship Series on the “I Am” 

Sayings of Jesus 

Beginning Jan 11
th

, 2015 

In the Gospel of John, Jesus gives us the "I Am" 

sayings, meaningful metaphors to reveal his mission 

and purpose. The "I Am" statements not only grab our 

imagination about Jesus' identity, but they also help us 

experience God, who spoke the first "I Am" to Moses.  

Join us for this inspirational worship series as we learn 

more about the God we can know, and seek to answer 

Jesus' question to us, “Who do you say I am?” 

 

The Northlawn Education Team would like to thank everyone who contributed in any way this year 
as it is the people of Northlawn that spread the Good News.  We had some successful summer 
events (eg Make It Math, Science Nights) as well as our Sunday School classes and groups.  It 
takes dedicated and giving people to donate their time and talents to provide opportunities for 
growth and learning.  We cannot thank them enough for their efforts and sacrifice.  To each and 
everyone of you who helped, taught, brought materials, assisted, ran copies, etc., or prayed for us, 
may God Bless you richly!  
 

We are still in need of guest teachers.  Also, if you have an idea for a new group or class, please 
consider making it a reality in 2015.  Please see Pastor Tim, Sharon Longstreth, or Teri Chandler 
tchan55@gmail.com if you are interested in helping or sharing.  Let's make 2015 a year of sharing 
of giving as Northlawn teaches and spreads God's Word.  Thank you!!  

January 11 Exodus 3:1-14 Knowing the Great “I AM” 

January 18 John 6:27-59 I Am the Bread of Life 

January 25 John 10:1-15 I Am the Good Shepherd 

February 1 John 15:1-8 I Am the True Vine 

February 8 John 11:17-26 I Am the Resurrection & the Life 

mailto:tchan55@gmail.com
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January 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 

2 3  

4 
11 am  

Radical  

Hospitality 

 

5 
7 pm 

Worship Team 

6 7 
6 pm 

Video Task 
Force 

Bell Choir 

7 pm 

Choir 

Yashana Lodge 

8 

11 am 

Joan Velting 
Funeral 

6 pm 

Outreach Team 

6:30 pm 

Yarn w/
Purpose 

9 10 

11 12 

6:30 pm 

WON Circle 

13 

10 am 

Bible Study 

6 pm 

Trustees 

7 pm  

Bible Study 

14 

6 pm 

Bell Choir 

7 pm 

Choir 

Yashana Lodge 

15 

6 pm 

Finance 

6:30 pm 

Yarn w/
Purpose 

16 17 

18 

Clatter Offering 

19 

7 pm 

CORE Team 

 

20 

10 am 

Bible Study 

7 pm 

Bible Study 

21 

6 pm 

Bell Choir 

7 pm 

Choir 

Yashana Lodge 

22 

6:30 pm 

Yarn w/
Purpose 

23 24 

25 26 

7 pm 

Congregational 
Care Team 

27 

10 am 

Bible Study 

7 pm 

Bible Study 

28 

6 pm 

Bell Choir 

7 pm 

Choir 

Yashana Lodge 

29 

6:30 pm 

Yarn w/
Purpose 

30 31 

 

MINISTRY TEAM LEADERS:  Please note, it is YOUR responsibility to 

list all meetings on the Office calendar. The online calendar is then 

updated based on the office calendar. ALL COMMUNICATIONS 

ARE BASED ON THE OFFICE CALENDAR.   Pastor Tim 
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January Volunteer List & Birthdays 

4 The Yens 
11 The Blacks 
18 Betty Black, Jan Jager 
25 Sharon Applegarth 

 
If you would like to be a greeter,  
please sign up in the Connection Corner. 

If you would like to serve 
at Connection Corner, 
please sign up at  
Connection Corner. 

4 Ed Cavanaugh 
11 Ken Jeltema 
18 Paula Wright 
25 Betty Beck 

8 Dave Hamilton 
9 Art Wright 
10 Linda Hamilton 
11 Terry Tock 
13 Bill Black 
17 Teressa Merrow 
18 Don Chandler 
22 Kelli Hamilton 
24 Sharon Yen 
26 Toni Gould 
27  Jerry Lachniet 
28  Tammy DieBold 
30  Barb Jeltema 
31  Izzy Ward 

LITURGIST 



 

10 

Bishop, Deborah L. Kiesey 
G.R. District Superintendent, 
 Rev. Bill Haggard 
Pastor Tim 
Pastor Jan 
Dolores Barnes 
Izzy Ward 
Dave & Dorothy Spaulding 
Bob & Barb Morton 
Darva Oberhofer 
Wesley & Phyllis Smith 
Kelli Hamilton 
Robin Eslinger 
Leslie Martin-Good 
Phyllis Tortellet 
Bob Wild 
Family of Joan Velting 

Northlawn United Methodist Church 
1157 Northlawn St. NE 
Grand Rapids, MI  49505 
 

Phone:  (616) 361-8503 
Fax:  (616) 361-2878 

We’re on the web! 

www.northlawnumc.org 

Mission - why we are here 
Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world 


