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Pastor’s Pondering  
See, I am doing a new thing!   
 Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?  
 I am making a way in the wilderness  
and streams in the wasteland.  
 Isaiah 43:19 (highlight added) 

 
God has a sense of timing that always seems to surprise me.  We are 

in the midst of a worship focus where we are using living in the flow of 
God’s River - the Holy Spirit - as our metaphor for becoming “The Me I 
Want To Be - God’s Best Version of Me”.  As I was in prayer 
approaching our Leadership Retreat, it became clear that God was 
speaking to me through Isaiah 43:19.  God is doing a “new thing”- 
creating a New Future here at Northlawn United Methodist Church 
through the River of His Spirit.  There is that River metaphor again! 
 
Our Leadership Retreat was a time of listening to God and 

imagining with God how we can cooperate with Him so that we can be 
used by Him to make this New Future a reality.  We discerned that 
becoming a congregation of Radical Hospitality is our first step into the 
New Future God has for us.  You can read about the details of our 2014 
Ministry Priorities and Radical Hospitality in another part of this 
Lamplighter.  
 
Several months ago I met Terry Tock and Jan Lancaster during their 

second or third time attending Northlawn UM Church.  Jan and I 
subsequently met over a meal at a local restaurant.  Jan is an Ordained 
Deacon and felt called by God to become a part of Northlawn UM 
Church.  I was deep in the planning stages for our current Worship 
Series at that time and I remember thinking, “Wow, what a gift the flow 
of God’s River has given Northlawn UM Church”.  Again, God’s River 
is doing a New Thing, creating a New Future for us.   

(Continued on page 2) 
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(Pastor’s Ponderings- continued from front page) 

 
Following several more conversations with myself and Thurlan Meredith, Jan met with 

our Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC).  Jan shared her story and calling.  The SPRC 
unanimously agreed that beginning Feb. 1st, Jan is Associate Pastor of Congregational Care 
with us at Northlawn UM Church.  Please read the article by Jan and Thurlan in this 
Lamplighter for more detailed information.  For 2014, this does NOT carry with it any 
financial obligation to our congregation.  The SPRC is in the process of working out the 
details of Jan’s job description.   
 
God’s River is doing a New Thing, creating a New Future for us.  It is an exciting time to 

be at Northlawn United Methodist Church.  I also acknowledge that it is also a bit scary not 
knowing what that New Future looks like - where the flow of God’s River will take us.  I 
encourage each of us to be open with each other about both the ways we are excited for 
God’s New Future as well as the ways it causes us to be anxious and scared.  Journeying 
together with God in His River is vital to enable us to live into the New Future God has for 
us.  
 
Pastor Tim  

Radical Hospitality  
You are no longer called strangers and wanderers but citizens with God's people, members of God's holy 

family, and residents of His household.  Ephesians 2:19  
 

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.  Romans 15:7  

 
Radical Hospitality is being Christ-like in our welcoming of everyone in every moment of 
every day. It has a two-part definition based on the above two Scriptures. 
1- Demonstrate an active desire to invite, welcome, receive, and care for those who 
are strangers SO THAT they find a spiritual home and discover for themselves the 
unending richness of life in Christ. 

2- Radical describes that which is (Like Jesus’ love)  
- Drastically different from ordinary practices  
- Outside the normal  
- Exceeds expectations and Goes the second mile 
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2014 Ministry Priorities 
Our mission as the people of Northlawn United Methodist Church is to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.    The Leadership Team met on Saturday, 
Jan. 18th to discern what Northlawn’s priorities for 2014 would be so that we could become 
more fruitful in carrying out our mission (John 15:8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear 
much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples). 
 

Radical Hospitality is one priority for 2014.  Establishing a Welcoming Team is the 
first step in making Radical Hospitality a core attribute of who we are as Northlawn United 
Methodist Church.  In determining the components of what Radical Hospitality looks like the 
Leadership Team reviewed census data regarding our neighborhood along with a detailed 
analysis of the types of people living in our neighborhood.  Please read the related 
information about Radical Hospitality and Who Is Our Neighbor elsewhere in the Lamplighter.   

 

Establishing a Welcoming Team that demonstrates Radical Hospitality will require the 
training of Team members in addition to a variety of changes to everything from coffee 
fellowship to connection cards in worship.  It will also require trying different ideas and some 
experimentation.  Ready yourself for the changes and be prepared to offer feedback on the 
changes.  Once the Welcoming Team is established you will be given a clear means of 
providing feedback.  If at any time you are not sure of how to give feedback, you can always 
talk with me personally.   

 

In addition to your feedback, we would also invite you to think about ways you 
personally could make Northlawn United Methodist Church a place where Radical 
Hospitality seeps out of every aspect of who we are.  What gifts and talents could you share 
that would make members and visitor alike feel like they are being welcomed as Christ has 
welcomed you?  What behaviors or attitudes do you express that might be inadvertently 
interpreted as unwelcoming?   As we move forward, we invite everyone in the congregation 
to share their thoughts and impressions on making Northlawn United Methodist Church a 
place of Radical Hospitality.  

 

Investigating Vital Church Initiative is our other priority for 2014. Vital Church 
Initiative is NOT a program, but a process by which congregations are enabled to learn, grow, 
and journey forward into becoming vibrant, healthy, and fruitful congregations.  On 
Thursday Feb. 13th at 7:00pm a presentation will be given in the sanctuary about this 
process by Gary Step, Director of New Church Development and Congregational 
Transformation of the West Michigan Conference.  I encourage everyone to attend.  

 

As always, if you have any question or concerns, please contact me directly.  
 
In Christ, 
 
Pastor Tim  
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To all the Northlawn Church Family: 
 

It was with pleasure and eager anticipation that the Staff Parish Committee of 
Northlawn United Methodist Church recently met with Jan Lancaster and her husband Terry 
Tock.  Jan comes to us as an Ordained Deacon of The United Methodist Church.  She has a 
wide range of experiences as a registered nurse with a BSN from Michigan State University.  
Her experiences include work as a Hospice nurse, a psychiatric nurse, a parish nurse and as 
an Associate Pastor of Congregational Care for First United Methodist Church in Holland, 
Michigan.   

In communication she has offered to donate her time to do additional pastoral care for 
the congregation as the needs arise.  Possibilities for such participation include preaching, 
doing visitation, filling in for Pastor Tim when on vacation, teaching Sunday School and 
serving in other ways of ministry not yet determined.  

We believe this relationship will be most beneficial for Northlawn and also for Jan 
herself as we both continue to live out our journey of ministry.  Be sure to make yourself 
known to both Jan and Terry in the weeks to come as we continue our movement toward 
completing the tasks of Faith before us.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Staff Parish Committee 
 
 
 
Rev. Thurlan Meredith  

NECM Monthly Needs: 
NECM always needs grocery bags.  They may be paper or plastic 

• Meat, Canned Meat 
• Potatoes 
• Stuffing 
• Pasta, Pasta sauce 
• Cereal 
• Fruit cups 
• Granola Bars & Cereal 

Bars 

• Crackers 
• Chips 
• Rice, Beans 
• Vegetables 
• Dry milk 
• Macaroni & cheese 
• Condiments (ketchup, 

mustard, mayo) 

• Canned spaghetti (like 
spaghetti o’s) 

• Diapers 
• Toothpaste/brushes 
• Soap  
• Shampoo 
• Deodorant 
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Who is Pastor Jan? 
 

Hi, I’m Rev. Jan Lancaster, and I am an ordained deacon in the 
United Methodist Church.  I have asked to serve at Northlawn 
for the next year.  I like to think of it as if you and I are “dating.”  
You try me out, I’ll try you out, and we will see if you still want 
me to serve with you in a year. 
 
What is a deacon?  A deacon in the UMC is a type of clergy who 
is clergy out in the world.  In the Grand Rapids District, there are 
two chaplains – one for GVSU and one for Pine Rest, a 
newsletter editor, the director of Metro Ministries, a respiratory 
therapist, and me.  Our main service is where we work, and then we affiliate with a local 
church. 
 
What do I do?  I am the Clinical Leader for Emmanuel Hospice, a faith-based hospice 
affiliated with Clark Retirement Community and 3 other senior communities.  I am a 
hospice nurse, and have been a parish nurse and a psychiatric nurse.   
 
What will I do for Northlawn?  Well, that’s pretty open.  My title at Northlawn is Associate 
Pastor of Congregational Care, which is the same title I had at Holland First UMC.  I was 
their associate pastor for 3 years.  I preached, did visitation, taught classes, assisted with the 
sacraments, and gave nursing advice.  I also sang loudly and off key, laughed a lot, cried 
some, emotionally supported lots of people, and tried to serve God and God’s people.  What 
that will look like at Northlawn will be exciting to find out. 
 
How did I get here?  My husband and I needed to move to GR because of my new job, but 
also because he has dementia and is not safe to be alone for 10-12 hours a day while I am 
working.  We tried Northlawn once, and never looked anywhere else.  Your Staff-Parish 
Relations Committee interviewed me and thought we would try to see what we as “church” 
could do together. 
 
Do I cost anything?  No, you are not paying me.  If you like me, in the future I will ask for 
some help with my seminary costs, which is what Holland First did for me. 
 
What else should you know?  I am married to Terry Tock, and we have a son in Los Angeles 
and a daughter in Minneapolis.  I graduated from Michigan State, and I attend the 
Methodist Theological School in Ohio.  I love to quilt.  We live with my parents and my 
sister, and I am spoiled rotten by them.  I like cats and chocolate (although I wonder about 
cats made out of chocolate …).  I am a good friend.  My favorite scripture this month is 
Isaiah 43:1-4a.  I am a peacemaker.  I am looking forward to seeing what God will do in my 
service to you, and in our service together.  
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Who Is Our Neighbor  
(Within 1.5 miles of Northlawn UM Church) 

 

Population  
45% are under 35  
26% are 36-55  

Total of 71% are under age 55 
 

School Age Children (3,412)  
1,466 elementary school    /    1,296 middle school    /    650 high school    

 

Does this data surprise you?  

What steps can you take to get to know our neighbors better?  
 
 

*** Based on actual 2010 census data 

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR PRAYER CHAIN 
If you have a prayer request, please call Sharon Sumner at 616-635-0441 or Sybil Hole at  
616-361-8976 or e-mail Sharon at ssumner61@gmail.com.  Sharon gets her personal email 
on her phone and also receives text messages so those are both excellent ways to get prayer 
requests to her quickly.  Thanks. 

Remember to Save Those Box Tops For Education! 

 

Deadline for The Lamplighter Newsletter is ALWAYS the 17th of the previous 

month.  ALL articles must be received by this date or they will not be included.  

Sorry, no exceptions.  You may email your articles to:  catsdesk@northlawnumc.org 

or leave them in the secretary’s office. 
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Northlawn United Methodist Church  
1157 Northlawn St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI  49505 

www.northlawnumc.org 
 
 

Mission - why we are here 
Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world 

Help Earn Money for the Church!  
If you use the internet for any type of search you can use GoodSearch and a donation will be made to the 
church for every search and purchase you make over the internet. The last check Northlawn received 
was for over $140. All proceeds go toward the mortgage principle. Here's all you need to do; Go to   
http://www.goodsearch.com/nonprofit/northlawn-united-methodist-

church.aspx  

 

Click REGISTER NOW and begin raising money for Northlawn every time you search, or shop on line!  

WOW look how a "little change" can make a BIG difference: 
 

2013 Clatter Offering 
January  Women’s Domestic Crisis Center  ······················································$151.56 
February Health Intervention Services ·······························································$135.72 
March N.E.C.M. ····························································································· $214.35 
April  Northlawn Camp ·················································································$861.90 
May U.M. Community House ·····································································$159.70 
June Clark Benevolent Fund ········································································$140.06 
July S.H.O.E.S. In the Image ······································································$251.42 
August Kids Food Basket ·················································································$233.45 
September Brianna Lee Foundation (teddy bears) ················································$294.44 
October  G.R. Veteran’s Home ··········································································$196.05 
November Joe Beavan’s Ministries ········································································$283.77 
December Catherine’s Care Center ······································································$192.57 
 TOTAL $3114.99 
 
We (Women of Northlawn) haven't decided on clatter for all the months of 2014. If you 

know a local charity you'd like us to consider, please contact Sue Cleveland or Ruth 

VanValkenburg with the charity's name, address, and the name of a contact person at the 

charity. Women of Northlawn will choose the charities based on suggestions. 
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State of Michigan 

DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY AND VETERANS AFFAIRS 
Grand Rapids Home for Veterans 

 
Dear Congregation Members, 
 
On behalf of the residents of the Grand Rapids Home for Veterans, we wish to thank you 
very much for your kind donation of clothing, postage stamps, batteries, and misc. and per-
sonal care items valued at $92.00.  We sincerely appreciate your continued support of our 
Home and its residents. 
 
Quality of life for our residents is enhanced greatly by donations such as this.  Once again, 
thank you for remembering the residents at the Grand Rapids Home for Veterans. 
 
Our Veterans Thank You! 
 
 
Sara Dunne 
Administrator 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CITY OF GRAND RAPIDS 
 

 
I wanted to personally extend my thanks for the invitation to our on-duty staff to attend the 
Christmas Eve Supper at Northlawn United Methodist Church.  This is quite an undertaking 
to provide area on-duty police, fire, and EMT personnel with, from what I understand, an 
excellent meal.  I had one officer stop by to let me know how delicious the food is and that 
the good will extended by all that put this event on is greatly appreciated. 
 
We are all grateful for your support and appreciate everyone’s efforts. Please extend my 
thanks to all involved, and I wish everyone a Happy New Year. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kevin R. Belk 
Chief of Police 

POLICE 
DEPARTMENT 
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Words of Thanks 
 
Thank you for your prayers, cards, and visits during my recent stroke and surgery!  Also, thank 

you from Roberta for the consideration extended since her hip surgery.  Thanks also to the youth 

and other carolers, we really enjoyed it! 

 

Lyle & Roberta Brockway 

 

 

 

 

Thank you very much for your generous Christmas gift.  It is appreciated greatly. 

 

Pastor Tim & Paula Wright 

 

 

 

 

 

I would like to thank the congregation for the gift I received during the holidays.  Your thoughtful-

ness was greatly appreciated! 

 

Cathy Renkema 

 

 

 

 

 

Northlawn United Methodist Church, Pastor Tim Wright, and Mr. & Mrs. Spaulding: 

 

I would like to thank you for the Christmas Basket.  It had everything in it to make my Christmas 

and New Year very happy ones! 

 

Thank you again, 

 

Paula H. 
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2014 Northlawn Youth Group Activities 

 

Meet at church at start time. 
Call 443-2528 or email: sally.wesorick@hotmail.com if you need a ride or to meet us there. 

DATE & TIME EVENT 

Sunday 
February 9 

Noon - 4:00 pm 

Cost:$10 

Theater: Seussical the Musical 
Cost: $10 

More musical info here > > 

Saturday 

March 22 

6:00 pm -10:00 pm 

Cost:$10 

Comedy Show: River City Improv 
River City Improv is fun, funny, witty and sometimes sarcastic 
but never offensive. 
More comedy show info here > > 

Tuesday 

April 22 

4:30 PM- 7:00 pm 

Free 

NECM Supper House 
Volunteer to Serve Dinner to People in Need 
St. Alphonsus School Cafeteria 
We’ll meet you there or call if you need a ride. 
Map & more info on Supper House.  > > 

Please remember that we will not have a 
luncheon this month. 
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Northlawn United Methodist Church 
2014 Leadership Team   

 

Administrative Team 
Chairperson:  ······························································································· Chris Longstreth 
Finance Chairperson: ······················································································· Diane Ludwig 
SPRC Chairperson:  ·················································································· Thurlan Meredith 
Trustee Chairperson: ························································································ Jerry Lachniet 
Lay Member to Ann. Conference:  ·························································· _______________ 
Women of Northlawn President ·························································· Ruth VanValkenburg 
Members @ Large: ·································································Alan Claybaugh, John Secord, 
 Phil VanHammen, Tammy Diebold, Ken Jeltema 

 
 
 

Core Ministry Team 
Outreach , Hospitality, Mission ······································································· Sally Wesorick 
Small Group ········································································································ Barb Jeltema 
Education and Discipleship ·············································································· Teri Chandler 
Worship  ················································································· Jan Jager & Sharon Longstreth 
Congregational Care  ··························································································· John Secord 
Administrative Team Rep ················································································· Jerry Lachniet 

We will be updating our Church directory.  If you are new to 
Northlawn, have moved, or your birthday/anniversary is not 
listed in our directory, please call Cathy, leave a phone 
message, email, or a note on her desk with the new or updated 
information. 
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February Volunteer List, Birthdays & Anniversaries 

2 Sharon Sumner 
 Judy VanLente 
9 Sharon Applegarth 
16 Buschert Family 
23 _______________ 

2 Ed Cavanaugh 
9 Wanda Skutt 
 Pat Whyatt 
16 ____________ 
23 ____________ 

2 ____________ 
9 Sharon Sumner 
16 ____________ 
23 ____________ 

2 Jeff Yen 
9 Ken Jeltema 
16 Christine Wright 
23 Chris Longstreth 

1 Ken Peterson 
6 Carmen Bazan 
11 Gary Hoye 
14 Floy Boelens 
14 Wheeler Tortellet 
16 Ann Koning 
17 Paul Eslinger 
18 Doris Black 
21 Sarah Diebold 
21 Jody Hamilton 
21 Cheryl Selkirk 
22 Robert Bazan 
22 Clare Loveless 
23 Don J. Hamilton 
24 Robert Bazan 
24 Aaron Claybaugh 
24 Joe Guinn 
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February 2014 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 

9 am-2 pm 
Membership 
Exploration 

Class 

2 3 
 
 
 

6:30 pm 
Worship 
Committee 
Meeting 

4 
 
 

10 am 
Bible Study 

 
6 pm 

Bible Study 

5 
 
 

6 pm 
Bell Choir 

 
7 pm 

Chancel Choir 

6 
 

6:30 pm 
Yarn w/a 
 Purpose 

 
7 pm 

Hospitality-
Outreach 

7 8 

9 
 
 
 
 
 

3 pm 
Vista Springs 
Northview 

10 
 
 

6:30 pm 
WON Circle 

 
7 pm 

CORE Team 
Meeting 

11 
 

10 am 
Bible Study 
6 pm 
Trustee 
 Meeting 
6 pm 

Bible Study 

12 
 
 
 

6 pm 
Bell Choir 

 
7 pm 

Chancel Choir 

13 
6 pm 
SPRC  
Meeting 
6:30 pm 
Yarn w/a 
Purpose 
7 pm 

VCI Info 
Meeting 

14 15 

16 17 18 
 
 
 

10 am 
Bible Study 

 
6 pm 

Bible Study 

19 
 

 
 

6 pm 
Bell Choir 

 
7 pm 

Chancel Choir 

20 
 
 
 
 

6 pm 
Chancel Choir 

 

6:30 pm 
Yarn w/a 
 Purpose 

21 22 

23 24 25 
 
 

10 am 
Bible Study 

 
6 pm 

Bible Study 

26 
 
 

6 pm 
Bell Choir 

 
7 pm 

Chancel Choir 

27 
 

 
 
 

6:30 pm 
Yarn w/a 
 Purpose 

28  

 

MINISTRY TEAM LEADERS:  Please note, it is YOUR responsibility to list all meet-

ings on the Office calendar. The online calendar is then updated based on the office 

calendar. ALL COMMUNICATIONS ARE BASED ON THE OFFICE CALENDAR.   

Pastor Tim 

            P  A  S  T  O  R           T  I  M           W  R  I  G  H  T       O  N           V  A  C  A  T  I  O  NP  A  S  T  O  R           T  I  M           W  R  I  G  H  T       O  N           V  A  C  A  T  I  O  NP  A  S  T  O  R           T  I  M           W  R  I  G  H  T       O  N           V  A  C  A  T  I  O  NP  A  S  T  O  R           T  I  M           W  R  I  G  H  T       O  N           V  A  C  A  T  I  O  N    

17171717thththth----23232323rdrdrdrd    
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Please remember the follow-

ing people in your prayers: 
 

Rhea Glazier 

Dolores Barnes 

Izzy Ward 

Kelli Hamilton 

Dave & Dorothy Spaulding 

Doris DeBoer 

Bob & Barb Morton 

Darva Oberhofer 

Wes & Phyllis Smith 

RuthAnn Buschert 

Phyllis Tortellet 

Jim & Teresa Hoff 

Robin Eslinger 

Joan Velting 

John Applegarth 

Northlawn United Methodist Church 
1157 Northlawn St. NE 
Grand Rapids, MI  49505 
 

Phone:  (616) 361-8503 
Fax:  (616) 361-2878 

We’re on the web! 

www.northlawnumc.org 

Mission - why we are here 
Making disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation 
of the world 


