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Pastor’s Pondering  
 

I want to share with you an article written by a friend, the 

Albion District Superintendent, Rev. Tamara Williams.  I found this 

article addresses a major challenge in not only our congregation, but 

many congregations today.  I invite and encourage you to share with 

me what issues, thoughts, questions came to mind when you read 

this.   You can email me or call me to set up a time when we can talk.  

Here’s Tamara’s article entitled, “What’s Church!  What’s For 

Supper?” 

 

In Christ, 
 

Pastor Tim 

 

 One of the questions I have been asked so many times during 

the past five years is, “How can we get young people to come into our 

church?” I usually just sigh, because the answer to that question isn’t 

a brief one! But this morning I had an inspiration that I want to 

share with you. I hope it makes sense, and I hope you find it helpful. 

Here goes… 

 My parents, who are in their upper 70’s, LOVE POT-ROAST. 

They cook up a pot-roast at least every other week, and enjoy the 

leftovers for days. They grew up in homes where meat and potatoes 

were the basis of the main meal almost every day. It would never 

occur to them to not have meat and potatoes. 

 My husband Jeremy and I, however, rarely have pot-roast. We 

cook one up maybe twice a year. It’s not that we don’t like it – after 

all, we grew up with it. But for reasons that we can’t fully explain, we 

find it kind of boring. It always tastes the same to us. Which is exactly 

the reason my parents love it – it always gives them the flavor they 

love! 

Continued on page 2 
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Help Earn Money for the Church!  
If you use the internet for any type of search you can use GoodSearch and a donation will be made to the 
church for every search and purchase you make over the internet. The last check Northlawn received was 
for over $140. All proceeds go toward the mortgage principle. Here's all you need to do; Go to   http://
www.goodsearch.com/nonprofit/northlawn-united-methodist-church.aspx  

 

Click REGISTER NOW and begin raising money for Northlawn every time you search, or shop on line!  

 And then there is my son Caleb. He never eats pot-roast – he’s a vegetarian! Needless to 

say, although he loves his grandparents very much, he just can’t relate to having pot-roast every 

other week. 

 I think that “church” is often like my family. The faithful Christians who have been active 

in their churches for decades are much like my mom and dad and their love of pot-roast. They 

know what they like, and they’re very comfortable with the familiarity of it. They know every 

nook and cranny of the sanctuary. They’ve sung every hymn, and know their favorites. They 

know the stories of the Bible, and have outlasted a lot of pastors over the years. They sit in the 

same spot every week (pretty much always have!) They’ve given sacrificially in so many ways – 

time, energy, money. And they have a hard time understanding why young people aren’t coming 

to join them. 

 Young people, on the other hand, are much more like my son and his choice to be 

vegetarian. From the day they were born, their world has been full and colorful and fast. They 

learned early that they have a wide variety of everything to choose from – cereals, video games, 

clothes, phones, cable channels… and churches. They learned early that even though the world is 

a huge place, they can be connected in an instant to any part of it, and any person in it. They 

learned early that change is a constant part of life, even in families. Families change because of 

divorce, and again because of re-marriage. Families change as parents get new jobs, causing 

young people to live in multiple places and attend multiple schools. They love variety, and are 

very comfortable with change. 

 Truth is, there is nothing at all wrong with having pot-roast every other week. And there’s 

nothing wrong with choosing to never eat pot-roast. But clearly, there will be a clash of values 

and choices and lifestyles when the two try to come together. And that’s exactly what happens 

between many of our churches and the young people we want to reach: they just aren’t interested 

in our pot-roast! 

 Which leads me to two conclusions. If we want to keep things the way they are in our 

churches, we can – but then we need to stop asking where the young people are. And if we want 

to reach young people, we need to be willing to make some changes with them in mind. 

 Gotta go. Jeremy just made a delicious Shepherd’s Pie for supper!! 
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NECM Monthly Needs: 
NECM always needs grocery bags.  They may be paper or plastic 

• Meat, Canned Meat 
• Potatoes 
• Stuffing 
• Pasta, Pasta sauce 
• Cereal 
• Fruit cups 
• Granola Bars & Cereal 

Bars 

• Crackers 
• Chips 
• Rice, Beans 
• Vegetables 
• Dry milk 
• Macaroni & cheese 
• Condiments (ketchup, 

mustard, mayo) 

• Canned spaghetti (like 
spaghetti o’s) 

• Diapers 
• Toothpaste/brushes 
• Soap  
• Shampoo 
• Deodorant 

Choir Notes! 
The Northlawn Chancel Choir would like to thank everyone who supported our Music Min-

istry this past church year.   It was a year of challenges; weather, health, family emergencies, 

"you name it"; it happened this year to members of the choir. 
 

God graced us with the will to persevere to present meaningful anthems to our church family 

and for that blessing, we are grateful.  We may have been "small" in number at times, but we 

were mighty!  
 

Looking forward to fall, please pray and think about joining us in our rewarding minis-

try.  We love new members and voices so mark Wednesday, September 3 at 7pm on your cal-

endar and "make a joyful noise unto the Lord"!   For more information, please feel free to 

contact Teri Chandler (terichan55@gmail.com). 
 

Thank you again to everyone,  

Toni and Teri 

SILVER SENIORS 
Join us on WEDNESDAY, June 4 at NOON 

We will be having burgers and hot dogs!   

Please sign up at Connection Corner! 
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Something to Share in the Summer! 
During the summer months, our regular Music Ministries take a well-deserved "break" and 

this gives us the opportunity to enjoy the talents of members of the congregation.   Do you 

play a musical instrument, sing, dance, write or recite poetry or any other form of rever-

ent  praise for the Lord?  Please consider signing up for "Special Music" this summer.   If you 

need Toni (our very talented pianist/organist) to accompany you, we ask that you please get a 

copy of your music to her at least 2 weeks before your scheduled performance.  If you need 

AV (Audio-visual) assistance (microphones, video, etc) you will need to attend the Thursday 

evening AV rehearsal before your performance with everything you need so our great AV 

team can make sure everything will run smoothly for your presentation.  Please sign up soon 

so we can create a schedule of wonderful "Special" gifts to share with our congrega-

tion.   Contact Toni Gould (tgould126@gmail.com) or Teri Chandler 

(terichan55@gmail.com or 550-8021).   God Blesses us with many gifts, let's share them with 

each other in  His Name.  Thank you!  

Make It Math Night! 
During the summer months, our children, grandchildren and local students all experience a 

bit of "summer slide" which is a loss of the academic skills they acquired at school the previ-

ous year.  One way to combat the "summer slide" is to engage kids in learning games.  Not 

only are we refreshing concepts, we are having fun interactions and building social skills 

when playing the games.  These simple games can be played inside, outside, camping, even 

on the beach; anywhere will do! 

 

Northlawn's Education Team has created a "Make It Math" Night for all who wish to partici-

pate.  It will be held Tuesday, June 24 from 6-8pm.  Please feel welcome to bring your chil-

dren, grandchildren, nieces and nephews, neighborhood children to learn some easy and 

fun ways to review number concepts.  We are also looking for volunteers to teach the games 

too. We also need donations of decks of playing cards, dice and small items to be used as 

"markers".  Please contact Teri Chandler to sign up.  A box will be available in the Narthex 

for your donations.   We will provide "finger food" to give us energy and it is a "drop in" for-

mat so feel free to come anytime during the 6-8pm window.  Let's help prevent the "Summer 

Slide" and have lots of fun at the same time.  Northlawn + Math Games = FUN!!   
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Northlawn United Methodist Church Endowment Fund 
  Elsie Monte was a long time member of Nortlawn UMC.  After passing away she left a bequest 

to the church, to be used for Sunday school and other needs of the church.   

 

$104,221 – amount given 

---------------------------------- 

$22,142.75 – Mortgage campaign 

$5,200 – immediate trustee needs 

$5,000 - trustee’s “emergency fund” 

$5,000 – general fund “emergency fund” 

$41,228.25 – Mortgage principal 

$25,650 – deposited into Endowment fund of which $15,650 is designated for Education 

 

The finance committee decided to create an endowment committee.  The endowment 

committee met with the United Methodist Foundation of Michigan and decided to start an 

endowment fund with part of the bequest.  

 

 The primary purpose of the Endowment Fund is to provide a means for constituents of 

Northlawn United Methodist Church to make gifts and bequests to provide a permanent 

endowment of financial support and living memorials.  Income from the Endowment Fund 

shall be used to assist the Church in fulfilling its purposes in Christian ministry and mission.  

Listed are the individual accounts that the endowment committee established with the United 

Methodist Foundation of Michigan.  

 

General Accounts  

1. Undesignated: Income from this account will be used to fund the ministries or missions 

selected by the Endowment Committee  

2. Missions: Income from this account shall fund missionary support, work camps, advance 

specials, and missionary projects locally, nationally, or globally.  

3. Youth: Income from this account shall provide funds to increase participation by youth in 

worship, education, fellowship; expand services provided by the Church for youth; and support 

the Christian development of youth.  

4. The Elsie Monte Education Fund: Income from this account shall be used for Sunday 

school, special educational or evangelism programs, camperships, scholarships, leadership 

training of workers, and special workshops or seminars.  

5. Music, Worship and Arts: Income from this account shall be used to enhance the worship 

experience and may provide funds for musical instrument replacement or major repair, other 

instruments, music leadership, choirs, special programs and drama.  

6. Building: Income from this account shall provide for capital improvements, major repairs, 

equipment, furnishings or decorations for any properties owned by the Church.  

Continued on page 6 
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Northlawn United Methodist Church  
1157 Northlawn St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI  49505 

www.northlawnumc.org 
 
 

Mission - why we are here 
Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world 

 

MASTER CALENDAR 
All information put on the master calendar MUST be put on 
in pencil.  This allows changes to be made. 

 

Responsibility for management of the Endowment Fund shall be vested in the Endowment 

Committee.  The objectives of the Endowment Fund are to conserve the principal and make 

use of only the interest.  Roughly two thirds of the interest from the fund will be used for the 

education department.  The balance will be dispersed, based on requests from leaders 

responsible for the other categories.  The endowment committee will review the requests and 

make the final decisions as to what requests will be honored.  

 

A constituent may request to have an additional category added to the endowment fund if a 

minimum bequest of $5,000 is made in the name of that category.  Such requests should be 

presented to the endowment committee for approval.   If you have any further questions feel 

free to check with Pastor Tim, or anyone on the endowment committee. 
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Northlawn United Methodist Church 
2014 Leadership Team   

 

Administrative Team 
Chairperson:  ······························································································· Chris Longstreth 
Finance Chairperson: ······················································································· Diane Ludwig 
SPRC Chairperson:  ·················································································· Thurlan Meredith 
Trustee Chairperson: ························································································ Jerry Lachniet 
Lay Member to Ann. Conference:  ·························································· _______________ 
Women of Northlawn President ·························································· Ruth VanValkenburg 
Members @ Large: ·································································Alan Claybaugh, John Secord, 
 Phil VanHammen, Tammy Diebold, Ken Jeltema 

 
 
 

Core Ministry Team 
Outreach , Hospitality, Mission ······································································· Sally Wesorick 
Small Group ········································································································ Barb Jeltema 
Education and Discipleship ·············································································· Teri Chandler 
Worship  ················································································· Jan Jager & Sharon Longstreth 
Congregational Care  ··························································································· John Secord 
Administrative Team Rep ················································································· Jerry Lachniet 

Remember to Save Those Box Tops For Education! 

 

Deadline for The Lamplighter Newsletter is ALWAYS the 17th of the previous 

month.  ALL articles must be received by this date or they will not be included.  

Sorry, no exceptions.  You may email your articles to:  catsdesk@northlawnumc.org 

or leave them in the secretary’s office. 
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Thank You!! 
 

Dear Northlawn family.  

 

Thanks to all who called & sent cards following the passing of my brother. It's comforting to know that 

so many of you care.  

 

God bless you all.  

Clare Loveless.   

 

 

 

 

Dear Family and Friends of Northlawn, 

 

I cannot thank all of you enough for your prayers, cards, calls, and visits!  The flowers and the planter 

that I received were/are beautiful!!  Thanks to Greg & Char Weidenfeller for the hippo Webkinz.  It  

has been a huge source of entertainment  for me during this time of forced containment!!  I also would 

like to thank all who have been sitting at my desk answering phones, folding bulletins and newsletters, 

you guys are awesome!   Another huge thanks to Pastor Tim for his phone calls to check in on me!  

 

I hope to return to work Tuesday, June 10!  I am definitely starting to go stir crazy!! 

 

Thanks Again, 

Cathy Renkema 

GRAPEVINE HARVEST SHOW - 2014 
This year our Show will be on SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 1, from 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.   

Watch for more information and the many ways you can help.  We always appreciate any hand-

made items for our Holiday Gift Booth. 

 

If you would like a booth at the show, please call or see Christine Wright for more information 

and an application.   Christine's phone number is 691-7548. 
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June Volunteer List, Birthdays & Anniversaries 

1 Bill & Doris Black 
8 Jerry & Sharon Hopkins 
15 Emmanuel & Anna Joshua 
22 _______________ 
29 _______________ 

1 John & Dawne Ball 
8 _______________ 
15 _______________ 
22 _______________ 
29 _______________ 

1 _______________ 
8 Sharon Longstreth 
15 _______________ 
22 _______________ 
29 _______________ 

1 Don Chandler 
8 Teri Chandler 
15 _______________ 
22 Chris Longstreth 
29 _______________ 

1 Caleb Claybaugh 
6 Bob Rauser 
6 Robert Smith 
6 Jim Sneathen 
11 Richard Mouser 
21 Tom Thompson 
24 Sara Cleveland 
24 Elayne McDonald 
28 Char Weidenfeller 
29 Jan Jager 
30 Robin Eslinger 
30 Linda Meinke 

5 Greg & Sue Cleveland 
5 Ken & Mary Peterson 
7 Joe & Jamie Guinn 
8 Jason & Christine Dionne 
9 Don & Carol Bailey 
9 Bob & Linda Meinke 
13 Brian & Kay Smith 
15 Dave & Kelli Hamilton 
18 Ken & Barb Jeltema 
29 Don & Teri Chandler 

1 Tim Buschert, Jerry Hopkins, 
 Tom Thompson, Greg Weidenfeller 
8 Tim Buschert, Norm Merrow, 
 Greg Weidenfeller 
15 Tim Buschert, Norm Merrow 
 Greg Weidenfeller 
22 _______________ 
 _______________ 
29 Tim Buschert, Jerry Hopkins, 
 Tom Thompson, Greg Weidenfeller 
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June 2014 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 

 

12 pm 
Silver Senior 
Luncheon 

5 

6 pm 
Hospitality 

 Team 
 

6:30 pm 
Yarn w/a 
Purpose 

6 7 

8 

11:15 am 
Radical  

Hospitality 

3 pm 
Vista Springs 

3 pm 
Adirondack 

9 10 

 

Trustees 

11 12 

 
6:30 pm 
Yarn w/a 
Purpose 

13 14 

15 16 

 
7  pm 

CORE Team 

17 18 19 

6 pm 
Finance 

 
6:30 pm 
Yarn w/a 
Purpose 

20 21 

22 23 24 

 
6 pm 

Make It  
Math!! 

25 26 

 
6:30 pm 
Yarn w/a 
Purpose 

 

 

27 28 

29 30  

MINISTRY TEAM LEADERS:  Please note, it is YOUR responsibil-

ity to list all meetings on the Office calendar. The online calendar is 

then updated based on the office calendar. ALL COMMUNICA-

TIONS ARE BASED ON THE OFFICE CALENDAR.   Pastor Tim 

Pastor Tim on Vacation 

West Michigan Annual Conference 
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Please remember the follow-

ing people in your prayers: 
 

Rhea Glazier 

Dolores Barnes 

Izzy Ward 

Kelli Hamilton 

Dave & Dorothy Spaulding 

Bob & Barb Morton 

Darva Oberhofer 

Robin Eslinger 

Cathy Renkema 

Ken Peterson 

Leslie Martin-Good 

Northlawn United Methodist Church 
1157 Northlawn St. NE 
Grand Rapids, MI  49505 
 

Phone:  (616) 361-8503 
Fax:  (616) 361-2878 

We’re on the web! 

www.northlawnumc.org 

Mission - why we are here 
Making disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation 
of the world 


