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Pastor’s Pondering  
I have been reviewing statistical information regarding our neighborhood - the 

people who live within about 1.5 miles of our church building.  The information 

matches up with the people I have met.  God has placed us, the people of 

Northlawn United Methodist Church, in the midst of these people so that we will 

be a witness for Jesus Christ’s love.  Here are some facts about our neighbors:  
 

75% are under the age of 55 

48% are under age 35 

Over 40% of the children are living in single parent homes 

Over 4,500 school age children 

50% consider themselves “spiritual” but are not church attenders  

Over 60% are unchurched or de-churched (have left organized religion) 
 

A majority of the people of our neighborhood are different from most of us in 

our congregation; not only in age, but lifestyle, world view, politics, musical 

tastes, aspirations, experiences, etc.      

The Leadership Team established Radical Hospitality as our 2014 priority to 

enable us to demonstrate God’s love in Jesus Christ through our Radical 

welcoming of those from our neighborhood.  A Radical Hospitality Team is in the 

process of working with the ministry areas of our church to help us demonstrate 

genuine love to accommodate the needs and receive the talents of our neighbors.  

As we move toward fall, be prepared for changes in our welcoming that improve, 

expand, and deepen our practice of Radical Hospitality to newcomers, especially 

those in our neighborhood.  

With the weather warming up, I encourage each of us to spend time getting to 

know those in our neighborhood by taking walks around the neighborhood after 

church on Sunday or during the week.  While you are walking get to know the 

people:  what ages are they, what kinds of activities are they involved in, what 

interests do they have, what is their story, and what is God speaking to you about 

them?  Share your experiences with someone else in the congregation, someone 

on the Leadership Team, or myself.   

I also encourage you to reflect on Romans 15:7 (see below) as a guide for 

your personal and our congregational Radical Hospitality. 

 

In Christ, 

 

Pastor Tim  

 

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed 
you, for the glory of God.     Romans 15:7 
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Help Earn Money for the Church!  
If you use the internet for any type of search you can use GoodSearch and a donation will be made to the 
church for every search and purchase you make over the internet. The last check Northlawn received was 
for over $140. All proceeds go toward the mortgage principle. Here's all you need to do; Go to   http://
www.goodsearch.com/nonprofit/northlawn-united-methodist-church.aspx  

 

Click REGISTER NOW and begin raising money for Northlawn every time you search, or shop on line!  

Thank you 
Thank you to all who joined in the fun and helped us to deliver over 1,000 newsletters, 
provided wonderful baked goods and/or served at the sale, helped set up, tear down, donated 
items or participated in our 2nd Annual Community Plant Exchange & Electronics Recycling.  
It was a great success thanks to your generous help! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We need volunteers to help with this our  
next fun Community Outreach Events 

 

Free Outdoor Summer Movie Nights 
Join the fun!  Popcorn, pop, games & more. 
 

• Friday, July 25 - Movie: Frozen 
• Friday, August 22—Movie: Despicable Me 

 

Can you help us set up, serve popcorn & pop, run a game before the movie, or just be there to 
welcome the people who come?  You don't have to stay until the movie's over if its past your 
bed time.  Sign up to volunteer online using this link  or at the Connection Corner! 
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NECM Monthly Needs: 
NECM always needs grocery bags.  They may be paper or plastic 

♦ CANNED MEAT  

♦ SNACK ITEMS: 

Granola Bars, 

Crackers, chips, 

etc.  

♦ RICE  

♦ BEANS  

♦ MAC & 

CHEESE/PASTA  

♦ FRUIT JUICE  

♦ CEREAL  

♦ CONDIMENTS  

♦ PERSONAL 

CARE ITEMS  

NO SILVER SENIORS IN JULY 
JOIN US IN AUGUST  

Silver Senior lunch has been changed from August 6 to August 
13, at noon, in fellowship hall.  Join us!  If you 

have any questions, please call lee grey, 361-8458. 

Discover and Do! 
Northlawn's Education Committee would ask you to prayerfully consider joining us this Fall 
in some type of role in our small groups, discussion groups, children's activities, youth group 
and education opportunities.  We'd like to emphasize the "discover" and the "do" this year as 
our focus.  No experience necessary; we welcome new ideas and a willingness to help us all 
grow in new directions.  Please contact Teri Chandler at terichan55@gmail.com or Pastor 
Wright if you are interested as we are beginning to set up our formats for this coming fall.  
We all have gifts and talents that God has Blessed us with to share.  Please consider sharing 
yours here at Northlawn!  
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Update from the Worship Committee 
 

Every week our team prays for our service and asks for the Holy Spirit to move in a big way 
among us. We know that the Spirit is moving in our church, at our Pentecost service The 
Spirit moved in over 24 members that came forward to be prayed for. We would like to 
thank God and everyone who helped make that Pentecost Service so Special.  Looking 
forward, in July we will focus on our mission of "Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
Transformation of the World".  It sounds like a big Task but it really just starts with small 
gestures of inviting and caring for the "world" and neighborhood around us.  
 
Once again we will enjoy our Outdoor service on Sunday August 3.  The TRI-Faith band 
will be joining us and helping to lead our worship. Please plan to bring your friends and 
neighbors for this special service.  
 
Thanks For all your support, 
Your Worship Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank You 
 
Dear Family and Friends of Northlawn, 

 

We want to thank each and every one for your prayers, cards, calls, and offers of help during Ken’s 

time in the hospital following his two surgeries.  We could not have survived without your help, 

thanks again! 

 

With much love, 

 

Ken & Mary Peterson 

 

 

 

 

Thank you again for all the prayers, cards and calls while I have been recovering from surgery.  

Thank you Betty Beck for the newest addition my “weird” ink pen collection.  I love it! 

 

Cathy Renkema 
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Northlawn United Methodist Church  
1157 Northlawn St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI  49505 

www.northlawnumc.org 
 

Mission - why we are here 
Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world 

Clatter Offering 
The July Clatter offering is for the Renucci House. What is a Renucci House??? This is a 
hospitality house which provides affordable, homelike accommodations for families whose 
loved ones are hospitalized at Helen DeVos Children's hospital as well as Butterworth and 
Blodgett hospitals. 
 
Since we live in Grand Rapids where these hospitals are, we probably don't know much 
about this wonderful resource. I had first hand experience with it. This was my daughter, 
Emily's, 'home' for 3½ months while my grandson was in the NICU at DeVos Children's hos-
pital. I also stayed with Emily a number of times when she was there. We all lived three 
hours away from Grand Rapids at the time. The Renucci House provided a very needed, 
comfortable 'home' for us during this very difficult time. 
 
Paula Wright 

SAVE THE DATE! 
October 25, 2014 

Northlawn UMC's 2nd Annual Women's Retreat 
AKA shopping at Woodfield Mall and IKEA in Schaumburg, IL 

Just like last year, deluxe motorcoach and your friends are welcome!! 
Stay tuned for more information  
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Northlawn United Methodist Church 
2014 Leadership Team   

 

Administrative Team 
Chairperson:  ······························································································· Chris Longstreth 
Finance Chairperson: ······················································································· Diane Ludwig 
SPRC Chairperson:  ·················································································· Thurlan Meredith 
Trustee Chairperson: ························································································ Jerry Lachniet 
Lay Member to Ann. Conference:  ·························································· _______________ 
Women of Northlawn President ·························································· Ruth VanValkenburg 
Members @ Large: ·································································Alan Claybaugh, John Secord, 
 Phil VanHammen, Tammy Diebold, Ken Jeltema 

 
 
 

Core Ministry Team 
Outreach , Hospitality, Mission ······································································· Sally Wesorick 
Small Group ········································································································ Barb Jeltema 
Education and Discipleship ·············································································· Teri Chandler 
Worship  ················································································· Jan Jager & Sharon Longstreth 
Congregational Care  ··························································································· John Secord 
Administrative Team Rep ················································································· Jerry Lachniet 

Remember to Save Those Box Tops For Education! 

 

Deadline for The Lamplighter Newsletter is ALWAYS the 17th of the previous 

month.  ALL articles must be received by this date or they will not be included.  

Sorry, no exceptions.  You may email your articles to:  catsdesk@northlawnumc.org 

or leave them in the secretary’s office. 
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July Volunteer List, Birthdays & Anniversaries 

6 Doris & Bill Black 
13 Pat Whyatt 
20 Sharon Applegarth 
27 _____________ 

6 ____________ 
13 ____________ 
20 ____________ 
27 ____________ 

6 Linda Hamilton 
13 Doris Black 
20 Scott Lilly 
27 Doris Black 

6 Jeanne Hoye 
13 Ken Jeltema 
20 Longstreth 
27 Betty Beck 

3 Jackie Rauser 
5 Brianna Eslinger 
7 Joan Martin 
7 Philip VanHammen 
8 Judy Wiles 
10 Jessica Hamilton 
15 Sherri Mellema 
16 June Swanson 
18 Paula Wright 
20 Samuel Thompson 
23 Tammy Erkfitz 
24 Scott Kanai 
25 Linda Allen 
25 Sandy Huartson 
25 Wes Smith 
28 Marie Hansen 
30 Betty Crooks 

9 Doug & Dawn Johnson 
15 Clare & Marcia Loveless 
17 Art & Christine Wright 

6 ____________ 
13 ____________ 
20 ____________ 
27 ____________ 
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15th Annual CELEBRATE BACK TO SCHOOL 
NECM is excited to offer our Annual ‘Celebrate Back to School’ Program August 8TH AND 9TH, 2014.  
This program provides brand new school clothes, school supplies, and backpacks to children in need. Last 
year we provided for over 550 children in our community.  
 
To make this program a success we need the following:  
 

1. Brand new clothing  
2. (Children and Adult sizes-collared shirts in navy blue, light blue, white, black, or red, and pants in 

navy, black, or Khaki/tan)  
3. Backpacks  
4. Brand new Socks and Underwear  
5. School Supplies  
6. Monetary Contributions  
 

For further information on how you might participate or help contact Sarah Harnish, Program 
Coordinator, at 616-454-1097 OR jsharnish@sbcglobal.net.  
 
 
 
 

Grand Rapids Run Against Hunger 
The inaugural Grand Rapids Run Against Hunger will take place on July 12, 2014 on the campus of 
Cornerstone University. Races will include a 5k run/walk for anyone over the age of 10, and a 1/2 mile 
run for kids 10 and under. Awards will be provided for the overall winners of the 5k and 1/2 mile run, as 
well as the top 3 in each age group.  
 

Why you should run: Countless families in Grand Rapids struggle each day to find food to eat. North End 
Community Ministries (NECM) is a food related ministry on the northeast side of Grand Rapids that 
exists to fight hunger and feed families in the local community.  
 

The GR Run Against Hunger is committing to donate 100% of all registration costs and food donations 
to NECM. That means when you sign up, you’re helping to feed a family. When you bring a bag packed 
full of food on race day, you’re helping to provide meals to someone who truly needs it. We would love to 
see hundreds upon hundreds of people com-mitted to impacting lives and fighting hunger—one step, one 
bag, and one mile at a time.  
 

Cost: $5 when registering online and at least one bag of non-perishable foods to be brought on race day 
(at least 2 bags per family).  
 

Or, $15 if you prefer not to donate a bag of food.  
(Race day registration will be $15, regardless of food donation)  
 

Location: Cornerstone University  
 

Start Times: 9:00am—5k start; 9:45am—Kids 1/2 mile start  
 

For up to date information and notifications, like us on Facebook, at: 
www.facebook.com/GrandRapidsRunAgainstHunger, or email us  
at: GRRunAgainstHunger@gmail.com  
 

Registration website: www.cornerstone.edu/grrah  
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July 2014 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 
 

NO SILVER  
SENIORS 

 

7:00 pm 

Yashana Lodge 

3 
 

6:30 pm 

Yarn w/a  
Purpose 

4 5 

6 7 8 
 

6:00 pm 

Trustees 

9 
 

7:00 pm 

Yashana Lodge 

10 

6:00 pm 

Outreach 
6:30 pm 

Yarn w/a  
Purpose 
7:00 pm 

Movie Night 

11 12 

13 14 15 16 
 

7:00 pm 

Yashana Lodge 

17 
6:00 pm 

Finance 
 

6:30 pm 

Yarn w/a  
Purpose 

18 19 

20 21 
 

7:00 pm 

Admin Team 
Meeting 

22 23 
 

7:00 pm 

Yashana Lodge 

24 
 

6:30 pm 

Yarn w/a  
Purpose 

25 26 
 

12:00 pm 

Secord 
Gathering 

27 28 
 

7:00 pm 

Congregational 
Care  Meeting 

29 30 
 

7:00 pm 

Yashana Lodge 

31 
 

6:30 pm 

Yarn w/a  
Purpose 

 

MINISTRY TEAM LEADERS:  Please note, it is YOUR responsibility to list all meetings on the Office calendar. The 

online calendar is then updated based on the office calendar. ALL COMMUNICATIONS ARE BASED ON THE 

OFFICE CALENDAR.   Pastor Tim 

                                  PASTOR    TIM    @    ALDERSGATE    CONFERENCE 
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Please remember the follow-

ing people in your prayers: 
 

Rhea Glazier 

Dolores Barnes 

Izzy Ward 

Kelli Hamilton 

Dave & Dorothy Spaulding 

Bob & Barb Morton 

Darva Oberhofer 

Robin Eslinger 

Ken Peterson 

Leslie Martin-Good 

Northlawn United Methodist Church 
1157 Northlawn St. NE 
Grand Rapids, MI  49505 
 

Phone:  (616) 361-8503 
Fax:  (616) 361-2878 

We’re on the web! 

www.northlawnumc.org 

Mission - why we are here 
Making disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation 
of the world 


