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“Awaiting the Already” 

Advent/Christmas Worship Series 

 

 The word Advent means "coming" or "arrival." The focus of the Advent season is 
preparation to celebrate the birth of Jesus the Christ in his First Advent, and the 
anticipation of the return of Christ the King in his Second Advent.  Thus, Advent is far 
more than simply marking a 2,000 year old event in history.  It is also not a time to 
pretend that Jesus has not been born yet.   

 Advent is a time to intentionally prepare for what Christ's birth might mean for us 
today.   It is a journey we desperately need.  A journey with time for us to recognize 
our need for Jesus to be born in our lives anew and space for Jesus hope to be 
birthed afresh.     

 We will walk through what each of the four Gospel  writers give on the anticipation 
and arrival of Jesus – the Word made Flesh. We will prepare and wait for the Christ 
who is already here. 

     

December 3 – Mark 1:1-8     "Slow Down, Pay Attention" 

December 10 – Matthew 1:18-2:18   "The World As It Is" 

December 17 – Luke 1:26-56    "The Power of Song" 

December 24 – John 1:1-18     "Light in the Darkness" 

December 24 @ 7PM Christmas Eve – Titus 2:11-13   "Paul's Christmas Letter" 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPECIAL POINTS OF 

INTEREST 

Northlawn’s Annual 

Christmas Eve Open 

House for Emergency 

Personnel 
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Pastor’s Pondering  
 

Waiting  

 

“Prepare the way for the Lord,  make straight paths for him.” - Mark 1:3 

 

“No one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for those who wait for 
him.”  -  Isaiah 64:4 

 

 Advent is a season which includes the four Sundays before Christmas.  In Advent we focus on three 
“comings” of Christ: his arrival in history as a baby born of Mary, his return in fearsome glory at the end of time 
and his present time entrance into our own lives.  

 Advent is a season that gives us the opportunity to practice something that is hard for most of us to do: 
wait.  Advent (lit. “arrival”) teaches us to wait for the coming of Christ into our world, not just way back in Biblical 
times, but now—in the places where we long for his presence and need his intervention. Advent ushers us into a 
special kind of waiting that is alert and watchful, patient and yet full of anticipation. 

 Waiting is quite the conundrum. On the one hand, most of us are not very good at it. We want what we 
want and we want it yesterday. We want it on our own terms, just like we envisioned it. Most of us have not had 
much training in waiting. On the other hand, waiting is a necessary and very humbling aspect of life in general and 
the spiritual life in particular. There is something we need, and having to wait for it puts us in a position where we 
are not in control. The doctor will see us when they are ready.  The cashier will serve us when it is our turn. If we 
refuse to wait and abort the process prematurely, we are left empty-handed.  So how do we wait in Advent? 

 We can begin by allowing ourselves to become aware of the spaces in our own lives where we are not 
experiencing the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23), determining to keep watch for Christ’s presence in those 
very places. So where is the place in your life right now where you know you need to wait? Where do you long for 
God to “tear open the heavens and come down” and do some awesome thing that you do not expect? Where are 
the places in your heart where the longing runs deep—the longing to be restored, the longing to be saved, the 
longing to be led tenderly like a shepherd leads his sheep? Where is the place in your ministry where you need to 
be “strengthened to the end” by the presence of God revealed to you in some new way? 

 These questions usher us into the waiting room of the soul that we occupy more fully during the season 
of Advent. This is the place where we wait for God to revive us, to restore us and to reveal himself to us in ways 
that we can see and know. Here we are called to hold and to hold on until we discover that Jesus is near and we 
see the Son of Man coming through the clouds of our own lives with great power and glory. 

 So we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus, Come” ! 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Tim  

 

 

T H E  L A M P L I G H T E R   
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“It’s up 

to us to 

keep our 

hearts 

moldable 

to His 

teaching 

and our 

ears 

open to 

his voice. 

Wendy 

Pope, 

First5.org 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

Native 
American 
Christmas 

3 4 5 

10:00 am 
Bible Study 

6 

10:30 am 

Silver Seniors 

@ Culinary 

Café 
6:00 pm 

Bells 

7 

6:30 pm 

Yarn w/

purpose 

8 9 

10 

3:00 pm 

Vista Springs 

11 

6:30 pm 

WON Circle 

12 

10:00 am 

Bible Study 

9-2:00 pm 

Pastor Tim 

VCI Peer 

13 

6:00 pm 

Bells 

14 

6:00 pm 

SPRC 

6:30 pm 

Yarn w/

purpose 

15 16 

17 18 

7:00 pm 

Admin Team 

19 20 

6:00 pm 

Bells 

21 

1:30 pm 

Communion @ 

Vista Springs 

6:00 pm 

Finance 

6:30 pm 

Yarn w/

purpose 

22 23 

24 25 

Pastor Tim 

on vacation 

26 27 28 

 

6:30 pm Yarn 

w/purpose 

29 30 

31       

December 2017 



Northlawn United Methodist Church 2017 Leadership Team 
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Administrative Team 

Chairperson ............................................................................. Phil VanHammen 

Finance Chairperson .................................................................... Diane Ludwig 

SPRC Chairperson ....................................................................... Judy VanLente 

Trustee Chairperson................................................................... Jerry Lachniet 

Lay Member to Annual Conference ..................................................................  

Women of Northlawn President ...................................Ruth VanValkenburg 

Worship Team ........................................................................................ Jan Jager 

Education Team ......................................................................................................  

Congregational Care ...................................................................... John Secord 

VCI Team .................................................................................. Phil VanHammen 

Member @ Large ...................................................................... Alan Claybaugh 

Worship ................................................................................................... Jan Jager 

Congregational Care John Secord 

Administrative Team Rep. Jerry Lachniet 

If you use the internet for any 

type of search, you can use 

GoodSearch and a donation will 

be made to the church for 

every search and purchase you 

make over the internet.  All 

proceeds go toward the 

mortgage principle.  Here’s all 

you need to do:  Go to 

Deadline for The Lamplighter 

Newsletter is the 17th of the 

previous month.  All articles 

must be received by this date 

or they may not be included.  

You may email your articles to 

Sharon@northlawnumc.org or 

leave them in her mail slot. 

Thank you. 

goodserarch.com/nonprofit/

Northlawn-united-

Methodist.aspx.  Click REGISTER 

NOW and begin raising money 

for Northlawn every time you 

search, or shop on line!  

Newsletter Deadline Help Earn Money for the Church! 

CHURCH CALENDAR 

ALL MINISTRY LEADERS...In order to ensure clear and 

concise communication, please make sure all meetings/

events are on the calendar in the office. 
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Meijer Corporation is launching another “Simply Give” program at its grocery 

stores Sunday, November 5th through Saturday, December 30th, 2017, to 

help alleviate hunger in West Michigan.   NECM has been named as a recipient of gift 
cards from BOTH THE PLAINFIELD MEIJER and the KNAPP CORNER MEIJER.  These gift 
cards are a tremendous help in keeping our food pantries adequately stocked! 
 
Additionally, Meijer will have ‘Double Match Days’ on Friday, December 8th through 
Saturday, December 9th.  On these days your donation will increase to a $30 
donation, due to Meijer Corporation matching $20 for each donation. 
 
Stop by Connection Corner and pick up a “Food Pantry Donation” card.  All you have 
to do is present one of these donation cards to the cashier at Meijer and $10 will be 
charged to your total grocery bill.  Meijer will then match what is donated and 
convert all donations into larger gift cards which will be given to the ministry at the 
end of the promotion.  Thanks for helping to make this campaign a greater success. 
 
 

NOVEMBER CLATTER OFFERING 
$204.33 was collected on November 26th through our Clatter Offering.  
This offering will go to the NECM store.   

Food Needs at NECM 
 Canned Meats 

 Canned Soups 

 Spaghetti Sauce 

 Boxed Potatoes 

 Canned Vegetables 

 Canned Fruits 

 Instant Jello or 

Pudding 

 Salad Dressings 

 Ramen Noodles 

 Instant Powdered 

Milk 

 Peanut Butter 

 Snack Items: Gran-

ola Bars, Crackers, 

Chips, etc. 

 Desserts-Baking 

Mixes:  Cake, 

Brownies, Cookies 

 Boxed Mac & 

Cheese 

 Pasta 

 Fruit Juice 

 Cereal 

 Condiments 

 Personal Care 

Items 

 Rice 

 Beans 
 

T H E  L A M P L I G H T E R   



 DECEMBER VOLUNTEER LIST 
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Liturgists 

3 Emmanuel Joshua 

10  Paula Wright  

17  Hilda Russell  

24  Paula Wright  

31  _______________ 

 

Coffee Fellowship 

3   Lyle & Hilda Russell 

10 Jerry & Sharon Hopkins 

17 _______________ 

24 Black family 

31 _________________ 

 Greeters 

3   _________________ 

10 _________________ 

17 _________________ 

24 _________________ 

31 _________________ 

 

 

 

Connection Corner 

If you would like to serve at 

Connection Corner, please sign 

up at Connection Corner. 

There are many opportunities 

to serve in December.  Please 

sign up at Connection Corner.  

These are important ministries 

here at Northlawn. 

 

Dee Roberts 

Theresa Gorter-Hoff 

Sue Smith 

Family of Floy Boelens 

Wanda Tahaney 

Bishop David A. Bard 

G.R. District Superintendent, 

Rev. Bill Haggard 

Pastor Tim 

Pastor Jan 

Marcia Loveless 

RuthAnn Buschert 

Sharon Longstreth & Family 

Patty Powell 

ANNIVERSARIES 

11 Jerry & June Swanson 

15 Emmanuel & Anna Joshua 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

1 Terry Rowe 

4 Bertha Parker 

7 David Renkema 

12 Patrick Black 

23 Jeanne Schuel 

25 Ron VanHorn 

28 Pamela Williams 

 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

Keep These People in Your Prayers 

“Each day is a 

gift from God. 

 

  

 

“Nothing is too 
great, and 

nothing is too 
small to commit 
into the hands of 

the Lord.” 

--A.W. Pink 
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SILVER SENIORS!  
Be sure to sign up at Connection Corner for our BREAKFAST BRUNCH on WEDNESDAY, 

DECEMBER 6 at 10:30 a.m. at the CULINARY CAFÉ (Kent Career Tech Center).  Enter from 

East Beltline, Knapp Street or Leffingwell.  Park in PARKING LOT #1.  Cost is $7.00.  You may 

also order CARMEL NUT and/or CHEESE BREAD.  Cost is $2.00 each.  Guests are welcome to 

join us!!  If you have any questions, contact Lee Grey, 361-8458 

 

THANK YOU...The Women of Northlawn would like to thank everyone at Northlawn 

who helped make this year’s craft show a success.  Thanks to all those who donated food, 

money, supplies, and their time.  And thanks be to God for our wonderful Northlawn family! 

Lee Grey 

Hilda Russell 

 

Bethany Christian Services needs your help. We are looking for anyone who has 

a few hours a month to spend it with a youth between the ages of 14-24. These youths are 

struggling to keep their life on the correct path and need someone to help guide them in 

making better choices. This could mean simply playing basketball, playing video games, going 

to the movies, going for a walk around town, or simply talking over the phone. We want to 

show these youths that even if you have made a bad choice in the past, there is still a way to 

live a life that is glorifying and honoring to our Savior. Anyone can be a mentor, all it takes is a 

little faith and one step. Help us build up these youth in a positive way. If you are feeling 

called to help us do this please email Sam at sam_raak@online.gbcol.edu or Amanda 

at akjones@bethany.org  

 

BELL CHOIR  

We have openings in Bell Choir and would love to have YOU join us and give it a try.  We 

meet on Wednesday evenings at 6:00 pm (for an hour), in the sanctuary.   We start the evening 

with prayer and then go into our rehearsal.  We play a variety of music that is chosen to fit the 

“season” or “sermon series.”   We will try to play for a worship service once a month, through 

April, and will then take a break for the summer.  Could this be the ministry God is leading 

you to? 

Contact Sharon Sumner, 616-635-0441 or ssumner61@gmail.com if interested.   

javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
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One Book – Many Churches Dementia – Living in the Memories of God - by John 

Swinton.   Join other “North Enders” in reading, discussing and listening to Scottish author, 

John Swinton. Here’s a plan. Take part in as much as you like:  

 Purchase a book. Available from Baker Books, Amazon, other sources  

 Attend a lunch at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church on December 7th for a sneak preview of 

Calvin College’s January Speaker Series where Rev. Dr. Swinton will speak.  

 RSVP by Dec. 4th by calling 616-361-7887. Attend Rev. Dr. Swinton’s talk at noon on January 

23rd. Look for the other North Enders! • Attend a discussion at North Park Presbyterian 

Church on January 23rd at 7pm.  

 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS (men and women) following coffee fellowship.  

Come join us in Room .   Each week we will study a different word or phrase from Scripture, 

determined by the class the week before.  This will give us a week to look up scripture  and 

study it so we can discuss it in class).  

 



 

Worship during Advent  
 The word Advent means "coming" or "arrival." The focus of the Advent season is preparation to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus the Christ in his First Advent, and the anticipation of the return of Christ the King in his Second Advent.  Thus, Advent is far 
more than simply marking a 2,000 year old event in history.  It is also not a time to pretend that Jesus has not been born yet.   

 Advent is a time to intentionally prepare for what Christ's birth might mean for us today.   It is a journey we desperately 
need.  A journey with time for us to recognize our need for Jesus to be born in our lives anew and space for Jesus hope to be 
birthed afresh.  

 Therefore, we are starting two new features of worship for the Advent Season.  

 

• The Sanctuary is a Contemplative Space Prior to Worship 

During the four Sundays of Advent (12/3, 12/10, 12/17, 12/24) we are seeking your help in making the Sanctuary a quiet, 
contemplative place prior to worship.  This means keeping all of your conversations out of the sanctuary and away from the 
sanctuary doors to give those people in the sanctuary the space needed to intentionally prepare their hearts and minds for Christ’s 
coming.  We will have questions to reflect on printed with the bulletin and displayed on the screen to give focus to your 
contemplation/prayers.  

 

• Christmas Carol Singers Needed  

We are looking for volunteers to sing Christmas carols each Sunday before worship inside the front/main 
entrance of the church.  Each week we will have a small group of people leading the singing of Christmas 
carols along with coffee and cookies, to encourage those entering the church to join in the singing.   We have 
song books so all we need is singers.  Please contact Jan Jager with any questions and to sign up for a 
Sunday.      

The Worship Design Team  

Pastor Tim, Jan Jager, Bonnie Burke, Jeff Yen, Sharon Sumner, Emmie Yen, Jerry Lachniet  

 

 

Blessings to each of you who signed the lovely card. 

Phyllis Smith 

 

I was thinking today that I am probably the happiest I've been in about 34 years!  This is a 
wonderful place to live with so many fine Christian people who show God's love & 
compassion every single day. 

 

THANK YOU! 
I got the nicest Thanksgiving card today from my Northlawn Church Family!  You are the only 
ones I have an email address for so I'm sending you my big THANK YOU for such 
thoughtfulness.  I just ask that you will spread the word around that I sent my 
gratefulness!   It is so nice to be thought of and know I am not forgotten by my church 
family! 



Northlawn’s 17th Annual Christmas Eve Open House 

for Emergency Personnel    

6:00pm – 9:00pm 

 What fantastic Christian brothers & sisters we have here at Northlawn United Methodist Church! God has truly blessed us. 
The Emergency Personnel love our warm welcoming atmosphere…and of course the fabulous hot food on Christmas Eve!!  (We do 
have some of the best cooks in NE Grand Rapids, you know!) 

 This year we’re going to start with Cousin’s Chicken and mashed potatoes (thank you, Jane!)…and Marti & Ron’s ham as 
the main meats…from there we’re looking for Northlawn’s cooks and members to share their best. 

 Here are some suggestions: 

 

 

There are sign-up sheets at the Connection Corner.  

We can’t wait to serve our Emergency Personnel. They give so much to us; this is a way that we can say, “Thank You for Your 
Service!” 

 

For more information or if you have questions: 

Call or text Ron and Marti VanHorn at: (616) 485-7500  

 

 Green Salad 

 Pasta Salad 

 Jell-O Salad 

 Vegetable Dishes 

 Breads 

 Desserts 

 Soda (2 liter bottles) 

 Casseroles 

 Soups 

 Potato Dishes 

 Fresh Fruit or Veggies 
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Northlawn United Methodist Church 

1157 Northlawn Street N.E. 

Grand Rapids, MI  49505 

Phone:  616-361-8503 

Fax:  (616) 361-2878 

E-mail:  office@northlawnumc.org 

MISSION - Why We Are Here: 

Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world. 


