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Northlawn United 

Methodist Church 

1157 Northlawn Street N.E. 

Grand Rapids, MI  49505 

Phone:  616-361-8503 

Fax:  (616) 361-2878 

E-mail: 

office@northlawnumc.org 

Northlawnumc.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission 

Making disciples of Jesus  Christ 

For the transformation of the world 

Vision 

Empowered servants boldly reaching the community 

with Christ’s love 

Values 

Love, Prayer, Faith/Faithfulness 

 

 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you;  
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 

and to the ends of the earth. 
Acts 1:8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPECIAL POINTS OF 

INTEREST 

 Help Fight Local 
Hunger 

 Rummage Sale 
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Pastor’s Pondering  
 

Empowered servants boldly reaching the community with Christ’s love 

 

Jesus replied:  “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind.’  This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like it: ‘Love your 

neighbor as yourself.’   All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 

Matthew 22:37-40        

 

 When Jesus was asked to condense the entire Law into one command he said: Love God 
with all of who you are and love your neighbor as yourself.  What if Jesus meant we should love 
our actual neighbors who live right next door?   

 The power and genius of the Great Commandment is that it is so simple and yet so 
extremely powerful when acted on.  Many of us have become numb to the Great 
Commandment.  When we try to love everyone we end up loving no one, with the end result 
being we have little impact for God’s Kingdom.   

  Together, we will begin the process of being intentional about loving our neighbors 
guided by our three week worship series, “The Art of Neighboring”, beginning Sept. 17th.  
Everyone has neighbors, even if we live in a rural setting where our neighbors are not within 
shouting distance.  Make it a priority to participate each Sunday in the worship series as we 
learn to live out what Jesus said matters most.  

  

In Christ, 

 

Pastor Tim    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T H E  L A M P L I G H T E R   
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“It’s up 

to us to 

keep our 

hearts 

moldable 

to His 

teaching 

and our 

ears 

open to 

his voice. 

Wendy 

Pope, 

First5.org 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 

Pastor Tim on 

vacation 

 

3 

Pastor Tim on 

vacation  

Craig Adams 

preaching 

4 5 6 

12:00 Noon 

Silver Seniors 

7 

 

 

6:30 pm 

Yarn w/

purpose 

8 9 

10 

Pastor Tim on 

vacation  

Dick Riley 

preaching 

11 

6:30 pm 

WON Circle 

12 

10:00 am 

Bible Study 

13 

2:00 pm 

Chatter Box at 

Clark 

14 

6:00 pm 

SPRC 

6:30 pm 

Yarn w/

purpose 

15 16 

17 18 

 

19 

10:00 am 

Bible Study 

6:00 pm 

SPRC 

7:00 pm 

Admin Team 

20 

6:00 pm 

Nominating 

Committee 

21 

6:30 pm 

Yarn w/

purpose 

22 23 

9-5:00 pm 

Conf. in 

Fellowship 

Hall 

 

24 

VCI Potluck 

25 26 

10:00 am 

Bible Study 

6:30-8:00 pm 

Liberian 

Bishop event 

27 

7:00 pm 

Outward Focus 

Team 
 

28 

6:30 pm 

Yarn w/

purpose 

29 30 

September 2017 



Northlawn United Methodist Church 2017 Leadership Team 
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Administrative Team 

Chairperson ............................................................................. Phil VanHammen 

Finance Chairperson .................................................................... Diane Ludwig 

SPRC Chairperson ....................................................................... Judy VanLente 

Trustee Chairperson................................................................... Jerry Lachniet 

Lay Member to Annual Conference ..................................................................  

Women of Northlawn President ...................................Ruth VanValkenburg 

Worship Team ........................................................................................ Jan Jager 

Education Team ......................................................................................................  

Congregational Care ...................................................................... John Secord 

VCI Team .................................................................................. Phil VanHammen 

Member @ Large ...................................................................... Alan Claybaugh 

Worship ................................................................................................... Jan Jager 

Congregational Care John Secord 

Administrative Team Rep. Jerry Lachniet 

If you use the internet for any 

type of search, you can use 

GoodSearch and a donation will 

be made to the church for 

every search and purchase you 

make over the internet.  All 

proceeds go toward the 

mortgage principle.  Here’s all 

you need to do:  Go to 

Deadline for The Lamplighter 

Newsletter is the 17th of the 

previous month.  All articles 

must be received by this date 

or they may not be included.  

You may email your articles to 

Sharon@northlawnumc.org or 

leave them in her mail slot. 

Thank you. 

goodserarch.com/nonprofit/

Northlawn-united-

Methodist.aspx.  Click REGISTER 

NOW and begin raising money 

for Northlawn every time you 

search, or shop on line!  

Newsletter Deadline Help Earn Money for the Church! 

CHURCH CALENDAR 

ALL MINISTRY LEADERS...In order to ensure clear and 

concise communication, please make sure all meetings/

events are on the calendar in the office. 
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Food Needs at NECM 
 Canned Meats 

 Canned Soups 

 Spaghetti Sauce 

 Boxed Potatoes 

 Canned Vegetables 

 Canned Fruits 

 Instant Jello or 

Pudding 

 Salad Dressings 

 Ramen Noodles 

 Instant Powdered 

Milk 

 Peanut Butter 

 Snack Items: Gran-

ola Bars, Crackers, 

Chips, etc. 

 Desserts-Baking 

Mixes:  Cake, 

Brownies, Cookies 

 Boxed Mac & 

Cheese 

 Pasta 

 Fruit Juice 

 Cereal 

 Condiments 

 Personal Care 

Items 

 Rice 

 Beans 
 

T H E  L A M P L I G H T E R   

Thank You from NECM 
 Thank you for making Celebrate Back to School a success again this 

year!  Together with your help we supplied nearly 90 children with clothes, 

backpacks, and school supplies.  We were also able to donate several cases 

of paper, crayons, pencils, glue, colored pencils, markers, and miscellaneous 

school supplies to local schools that were in need of classroom supplies.  

We hope for these donations to increase the quality of education for the 
local children so as to decrease poverty.  One of the best ways to decrease 

poverty is through education so we see this as a long term program for 

poverty prevention.  Thank you again for partnering with us, your generosity 

was greatly appreciated.  We look forward to partnering with you again next 

year! 

God bless you, 

Mikayla Pardon 

Coordinator of Celebrate Back to School 

North End Community Ministry 
 



 SEPTEMBER VOLUNTEER LIST 
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Liturgists 

3 Emmanuel Joshua 

10 Rev. Dick Riley 

17 _______________ 

24  Paula Wright  

Coffee Fellowship 

3 Doris Black 

10 Joan Gelbuda 

17 Kathy Thompson 

24 Potluck 

 

 Greeters 

3 ______________ 

10  ______________  

17  ______________ 

24  ______________ 

 

Connection Corner 

If you would like to serve at 

Connection Corner, please 

sign up at Connection 

Corner. 

There are many opportunities 

to serve in September.  Please 

sign up at Connection Corner.  

These are important ministries 

here at Northlawn. 

 

Family of Jackie Rauser 

Patty Powell 

Family of Laura Tahaney 

Dee Roberts 

Theresa Gorter-Hoff 

Sue Smith 

Dave Renkema 

Family of Floy Boelens 

Bishop David A. Bard 

G.R. District Superintendent, 

Rev. Bill Haggard 

Pastor Tim 

Pastor Jan 

Family of Terry Tock 

Marcia Loveless 

RuthAnn Buschert 

Sharon Longstreth & Family 

12 Bonnie Burke 

25 Dawn Schoonmaker 

28 Ivan Melleman 

 

 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

8 Don & Linda Hamilton 

9 Lyle & Hilda Russell 

13 Jerry & Sharon Hopkins 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

3 Jeanne Hoye 

4 Scott Lilly 

5 Hilda Russell 

5    Sue Cleveland 

9 Sally Wilkinson 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS  

Keep These People in Your Prayers 

“Each day is a 
gift from God. 

 

  

 

“Nothing is too 
great, and 

nothing is too 
small to commit 
into the hands of 

the Lord.” 

--A.W. Pink 
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T H E  L A M P L I G H T E R   

PASTOR TIM ON VACATION 

Pastor Tim is on vacation from 9/2 through 9/15.  If an emergency requiring pastoral care occurs, 
please contact Ruth VanValkenburg, 616-706-3562 (cell) or 616-454-9918 (home).  Ruth will then 
contact a United Methodist pastor who will provide the needed pastoral care. 

 
SILVER SENIORS!  
Join us for SEPTEMBER lunch on WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, at noon in  Fellowship Hall.  Friends and 
family are welcome.  Please sign up at Connection Corner.  Questions:  Call Lee Grey, 361-8458. 

 

TUESDAY MORNING LADIES’ BIBLE STUDY will begin on 

September 12 at 10:00 am.  Welcome to everyone “old and new!”  Our study this fall is beginning with 
“Getting the Most Out of Songs from Scripture.”  In nine studies, this Life Guide explores several biblical 
songs. 

THANK YOU 

Thank you for the Bible and the reception for my graduation Sunday.  I also thank you for allowing me 
to host my graduation party there. 
Sincerely, 
Lucas Rios 
 

Dear Friends at Northlawn United Methodist Church,  

Our communities are strongest when our children are thriving.  Thank you for having an immediate and 
lasting impact on the lives of so many kids throughout West Michigan! 
All the best, 
Bridget Clark Whitney 
Executive Director 
Kids’ Food Basket 
 

HELP FIGHT LOCAL HUNGER 
Meijer Corporation is launching another ‘Simply Give’ program at its grocery stores Sunday, August 
20th through Saturday, September 16, 2017, to help alleviate hunger in West Michigan.  NECM has 
been named as a recipient of gift cards from BOTH THE PLAINFIELD MEIJER and the KNAPP CORNER 
MEIJER.  These gift cards are a tremendous help in keeping our food pantries adequately stocked! 
 
Additionally, Meijer will have “Double Match Days” on Friday, September 1st through Saturday, 
September 2nd.  This double match will result in a $30 donation, due to Meijer Corporation matching 
$20 for each donation. 
 
There are Food Pantry Donation Cards at Connection Corner if you want to participate.  All you have to 
do is present one of these donation cards to the cashier and $10 will be charged to your total grocery 
bill.  Meijer will then match what is donated and convert all donations into larger gift cards which will 
be given to the ministry at the end of the promotion.  This will facilitate a well stocked pantry at NECM. 
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WANTED!  Your gently used STUFF!  The Women of Northlawn Circle is organizing a church 

rummage sale to take place on October 6th and 7th.  Details will follow later this month.  Now is the time 

to clean out those closets and bring your gently used items to the church.  No need to do any pricing. 

 

All items brought should be in good, clean, useable condition.  We welcome general household goods, 

clothes, shoes, boots, purses, jewelry, books, small furniture, tools, toys, sports items, and general salable 

merchandise.  We are NOT accepting TV's, electronics, or appliances.  Items should be brought to the 

upper level large classroom and marked for the rummage sale.   

 

See Lee Grey, Hilda Russell, Sharon Applegarth, Ruth Van Valkenburg, or Bonnie Burke with any 

questions.   

 

More information to follow so STAY tuned and Happy Cleaning Out of those closets and garages!!! 
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SHARE GOD’S LOVE 
"This is a space set aside where you can share scriptures which help you when you feel like you are on a roller coaster.  Your 
"go to" scripture may help others find God's truth in scripture to help them through a "tough spot."   Email Sharon your 
scripture at Sharon@northlawnumc.org or call her at 616-361-8503 and she will include it here. 
 
 

 

Vital Church Initiative Update 
8/28/2017 

VCI Leadership Team 

Purpose:  To oversee the entire VCI Phase III implementation, working closely with our VCI 

Directive Coach, Naomi Garcia 

Members: Judy VanLente, Phil VanHammen, Jeff Yen, Hilda Russell, Pastor Tim 

 

Outward Focus Team 

Purpose:  An on-going team to reach out to our neighborhood and community to fulfill the vision 

& mission of NUMC 

Members:  Ellen VanHammen, Debi Brooks, Doris Black, Sally Wesorick, Pastor Tim 

 

Ministry Audit Task Force 

Purpose:  Conduct an audit of every ministry area to determine its faithfulness and fruitfulness 

to accomplish its part of the congregation's mission, vision, and covenant. This is a 

short term team which will disband after completing its report to the Admin Team. 

Members:  Sue Cleveland, Sharron Myler, Kathy Thompson 

 

Worship Design Team 

Purpose:  To continually engage in a process of design, plan, implement, and evaluation for each 

worship service with and emphasis on design. Research, study and learn how best to 

design, plan, implement, and evaluate worship for the chosen MOSAIC lifestyle 

segment.  When proficient, explore and learn how to implement a second worship 

experience of a different Style (1) for a new MOSAIC lifestyle segment of our 

neighborhood. 

Members:  Bonnie Burke, Jan Jager, Sharon Sumner, Jeff Yen, Emmie Yen, Jerry Lachniet 

 

Note 1:  Style identifies attributes and function of each part of worship, including flow between 

them which connect with the preferred MOSAIC demographic we are targeting.  For 

example in Worship Ways, Thomas Bandy identifies seven “worship options” which 

each connect specific life situations, existential anxieties, etc. of different 

demographics with the Jesus Christ. 
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Northlawn United Methodist Church 

1157 Northlawn Street N.E. 

Grand Rapids, MI  49505 

Phone:  616-361-8503 

Fax:  (616) 361-2878 

E-mail:  office@northlawnumc.org 

MISSION - Why We Are Here: 

Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world. 


