Northlawn United
Methodist Church
1157 Northlawn Street N.E.
Grand Rapids, MI 49505
Phone: 616-361-8503
Fax: (616) 361-2878
E-mail:
office@northlawnumc.org
Northlawnumc.org

The Lamplighter
V O L U M N

6 6 ,

I S S U E

A U G U S T ,

8

2 0 1 7

SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST



VCI Update
Community
WellnessPreventing Suicide

Mission
Making disciples of Jesus Christ

INSIDE THIS
ISSUE:

For the transformation of the world

Pastor’s Pondering

2

Vision

Calendar

3

Empowered servants boldly reaching the community

Admin Team

4

with Christ’s love

NECM News/Needs

5

Values

Volunteer List/
Birthdays

6

Silver Seniors

7

VCI Overview

8

Share God’s Love

8

Love, Prayer, Faith/Faithfulness

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you;
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth.
Acts 1:8
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Pastor’s Pondering
Empowered servants boldly reaching the community with Christ’s love

Therefore encourage one another and build each other up... 1 Thessalonians 5:11

I have been participating with our granddaughter, River, learning to walk. I use the word, participating,
because it is far more than simply idle watching. It takes a combination of two things. First, giving her enough
freedom to make mistakes, fall, and get back up to try again without trying to control her attempts. Second,
picking her up when she does hurt herself in a fall, putting on bandages when necessary, all the while giving
constant encouragement. River is on her way to becoming an accomplished walker.
This has reminded me of our role with each other as we all learn to be followers of Jesus Christ. It is
important to allow others the freedom to make mistakes, fall, and get back up without trying to control their
efforts. Additionally, it is important to be a healing presence when people are hurt. Over all of this, it is vital to be
giving constant encouragement. As I’ve watched River grow from one or two faltering steps to running I have also
become aware that we are all learners. We are all in need of the freedom to fall, the need for healing from our
hurts, and constant encouragement.
Have you thought of yourself as participating in others growing in their faith in Jesus Christ? Have you
thought of others participating in your growing in faith in Jesus Christ? I believe this is what First Thessalonians
5:11 is describing.
May you participate in building others up and being built up by others. May you discover Jesus Christ as
the One who empowers us to be participants with each other in growing in Him

In Christ,

Pastor Tim
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August 2017

Sun

Mon

Tue

1

Wed

2

Thu

3

Fri

Sat

4

5

11

12

18

19

25

26

6:30 pm
Yarn w/
purpose

6

7

“It’s up
to us to
keep our
hearts

9
VOTING
DAY

Potluck
following
worship w/
Spiritual Gifts
discussion

13

8
6:00 pm
Trustees

14

Outdoor
Service w/TruFaith
3:00 pm
Worship at
Vista Springs

15
7:00 pm
VCI Ministry
Audit

2:00 pm
Chatter Box at
Clark

10
6:00 pm
SPRC
6:30 pm
Yarn w/
purpose

16

17

7:00 pm
Ministry Audit
Task Force
7:00
VCI Outward
Focus Team

1:30 pm
Communion at
Vista Springs
6:)0 pm
Finance Team
6:30 pm
Yarn w/
Purpose

23

24

moldable
to His
teaching
and our
ears
open to
his voice.
Wendy
Pope,
First5.org

20
12:00 pm
Congregational Care

27

21

22

7:00 pm
Admin Team

28

7-8:30 pm
Goal Setting
Workshop

29
6:30 pm
VCI
Leadership
Team

30

6:30 pm
Yarn w/
Purpose

31
6:30 pm
Yarn w/
Purpose

MINISTRY TEAM LEADERS:
Please note it is YOUR
responsibility to list all meetings
on the Office calendar. The
online calendar is then updated
based on the office calendar.
ALL COMMUNICATIONS ARE
BASED ON THE OFFICE
CALENDAR
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Northlawn United Methodist Church 2017 Leadership Team
Administrative Team
Chairperson ............................................................................. Phil VanHammen
Finance Chairperson .................................................................... Diane Ludwig
SPRC Chairperson .......................................................................Judy VanLente
Trustee Chairperson................................................................... Jerry Lachniet
Lay Member to Annual Conference ..................................................................
Women of Northlawn President ...................................Ruth VanValkenburg
Worship Team ........................................................................................ Jan Jager
Education Team ......................................................................................................
Congregational Care ...................................................................... John Secord
VCI Team .................................................................................. Phil VanHammen
Member @ Large ...................................................................... Alan Claybaugh
Worship ................................................................................................... Jan Jager
Congregational Care John Secord
Administrative Team Rep. Jerry Lachniet

CHURCH CALENDAR
ALL MINISTRY LEADERS...In order to ensure clear and
concise communication, please make sure all meetings/
events are on the calendar in the office.

Newsletter Deadline
Deadline for The Lamplighter
Newsletter is the 17th of the
previous month. All articles
must be received by this date
or they may not be included.
You may email your articles to
Sharon@northlawnumc.org or
leave them in her mail slot.
Thank you.

Help Earn Money for the Church!
If you use the internet for any
type of search, you can use
GoodSearch and a donation will
be made to the church for
every search and purchase you
make over the internet. All
proceeds go toward the
mortgage principle. Here’s all
you need to do: Go to

goodserarch.com/nonprofit/
Northlawn-unitedMethodist.aspx. Click REGISTER
NOW and begin raising money
for Northlawn every time you
search, or shop on line!
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Food Needs at NECM










Canned Meats
Canned Soups
Spaghetti Sauce
Boxed Potatoes
Canned Vegetables
Canned Fruits
Instant Jello or
Pudding
Salad Dressings
Ramen Noodles









Instant Powdered
Milk
Peanut Butter
Snack Items: Granola Bars, Crackers,
Chips, etc.
Desserts-Baking
Mixes: Cake,
Brownies, Cookies
Boxed Mac &









Cheese
Pasta
Fruit Juice
Cereal
Condiments
Personal Care
Items
Rice
Beans

Thank You from Dégagé

As we enjoy the warm summer days and sunshine, we thank you for
pausing to remember our patrons with your gift of $205.62. We sincerely
appreciate you!
Our patrons appreciate you as well! One such patron is Annette.
Annette stayed in the Open Door for a short time while she worked and
searched for an apartment. After Annette moved into her new apartment,
Jennie, our Patron Advocate, brought her a Welcome Basket filled with
household items and necessities. Annette was overwhelmed with gratitude
and could not contain her joy. She kept saying, “Nobody has ever given me
things like this,” “I am so grateful,” and “Is this really just for me?”
Throughout the short visit, she gave Jennie at least five hugs.
Though you may never meet Annette or some of the other patrons
who are the recipients of your kindness, please know that they are genuinely
touched and encouraged by your support! Thank you again!
In Christ, Marge Palmerlee, Executive Director

Potluck Following Worship
Sunday, August 6
There will be a potluck following worship on Sunday,
August 6, with a Spiritual Gifts discussion.
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AUGUST VOLUNTEER LIST
Liturgists
6
13
20
27

6
13
20
27

Emmanuel Joshua
Outdoor Service
Paula Wright
_______________

Coffee Fellowship
6 ________________
13 ________________
20 ________________
27 ________________

Greeters
Pat Whyatt
__________________
__________________
__________________

Connection Corner

sign up at Connection Corner.

There are many opportunities
to serve in August. Please sign
up at Connection Corner.
These are important ministries
here at Northlawn.

If you would like to serve at
Connection Corner, please

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
BIRTHDAYS
2
11
12
12
14

Dave Spaulding
Ellen VanHammen
Ronald Cavner
Dorothy Spaulding
Sybil Hole

15
16
24
26
30
30
30

Lyle Russell
Marti VanHorn
Ruth VanValkenburg
Ken Jeltema
John Secord
Kathy Thompson
Jan Lancaster

ANNIVERSARIES

Sharon Longstreth & Family
Family of Jackie Rauser
Patty Powell
Family of Laura Tahaney
Dee Roberts
Theresa Gorter-Hoff
Sue Smith
Tim & Angie Buschert
Dave Renkema

day is a
gift from God.

7 Tom & Kathy Thompson
14 Gary & Jenna McDonald
19 Mike & Tammy Diebold

Keep These People in Your Prayers
Bishop David A. Bard
G.R. District Superintendent,
Rev. Bill Haggard
Pastor Tim
Pastor Jan
Family of Terry Tock
Marcia Loveless
Family of Wheeler Tortellet
RuthAnn Buschert

“Each

Floy Boelens

“Nothing is too
great, and
nothing is too
small to commit
into the hands of
the Lord.”
--A.W. Pink
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Vital Church Initiative (VCI) Update
VCI Leadership Team
Purpose:
Members:

Purpose:
Members:

To oversee the entire VCI Phase III implementation, working closely with our VCI Directive
Coach, Naomi Garcia
Judy VanLente, Phil VanHammen, Jeff Yen, Hilda Russell, Pastor Tim
Outward Focus Team
An on-going team to reach out to our neighborhood and community to fulfill the
Vision and mission of NUMC
Ellen VanHammen, Debi Brooks, Doris Black, Sally Wesorick, Pastor Tim

SILVER SENIORS!
SALAD POTLUCK LUNCH, Wednesday, August 2, at NOON, in Fellowship Hall.
Please join us for a SALAD Potluck lunch on Wednesday, August 2, at Noon, in the Fellowship Hall. Bring any
kind of salad--savory, sweet, hot, cold...whatever. Friends and family are welcome too!!

THANK YOU Northlawn United Methodist Church
On behalf of The Barn, we would like to thank you for your donation. It has been amazing to see the community
pull together in our time of need and you’re a part of that. Starting and growing The Barn has been a life passion
and I know firsthand the importance of our work here at The Barn.
We will rebuild, the process will be long and at times difficult; however, The Barn is a special place and the work
done here is too meaningful to let go. We will be strong and with the community’s support, we will be stronger!
We look forward to a bright future.
Thank you

Kat

VCI Leadership Team Meeting
7/24/2017 Minutes
Tim gave out an updated copy of the consultation report. Several items have already been completed.
Outward Focus Team and Worship Strategy Team - have worked to identify the make up of the neighborhood. This will
help determine how we can most effectively reach out to those around Northlawn. The MOSAIC Lifestyle Segment
discerned will be communicated to the congregation in August.
Stewardship Team - is forming now. They will develop a stewardship plan for the congregation which includes stewardship
of prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness.
Ministry Audit Task Force - is now forming. They will be meeting in August to begin overseeing an audit of how each
ministry area is living out our vision statement. They will work with ministry areas to help them as needed.
Worship Design Team - is forming. The team’s emphasis will be on creative possibilities for worship. They will be working
on how to enhance the ways our worship connects with the people of our neighborhood.
August 6 potluck - We are planning a themed potluck for Sept 24th. The emphasis is--- “What’s Going On?” The
congregation will be updated on the VCI process and be given information on how each area is doing. We plan on making it
a fun time for all.
Next meeting - Aug 29th - Phil will facilitate and Naomi will join us.
THE
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FREE PICKUP….If you have an appliance or scrap metals that you would like to have hauled away,
you can contact Whitewolf at 616-264-1238 and he will pick up your items free of charge. He is a part of the Native
American Elders luncheon program here at Northlawn. I had an old range that I needed to get rid of and he picked
it up the same day I called him.
Sharon Sumner

UPCOMING FAITH BASED MOVIE RELEASES
August 25

All Saints

October 20

Same Kind of Different as Me

November 24

Mary Magdalene

March 30, 2018

God’s Not Dead 3

Easter 2018

I Can Only Imagine

SHARE GOD’S LOVE
"This is a space set aside where you can share scriptures which help you when you feel like you are on a roller coaster. Your
"go to" scripture may help others find God's truth in scripture to help them through a "tough spot." Email Sharon your
scripture at Sharon@northlawnumc.org or call her at 616-361-8503 and she will include it here.
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VCI Team Update
7/24/2017

VCI Leadership Team
Purpose: To oversee the entire VCI Phase III implementation, working closely our VCI Directive Coach, Naomi Garcia
Members: Judy VanLente, Phil VanHammen, Jeff Yen, Hilda Russell, Pastor Tim

Visioning Writing Team
Purpose: A short term team existing for the sole purpose of writing a vision statement for NUMC using the input from the
Visioning Workshops.

Members: Sharon Sumner, Tammy Diebold, Bonnie Burke, Leslie Martin-Good, Pastor Tim
Completed

Outward Focus Team
Purpose: An on-going team to reach out to our neighborhood and community to fulfill the vision & mission of NUMC.
Members: Ellen VanHammen, Debi Brooks, Doris Black, Sally Wesorick, Pastor Tim

Stewardship Team
Purpose: Create a culture of Biblical Stewardship which encompasses prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness.
Now Forming

Ministry Audit Task Force
Purpose: Conduct an audit of every ministry area to determine its faithfulness and fruitfulness to accomplish its part of the
congregation's mission ,vision, and covenant. This is a short term team which will disband after completing it
report to the Admin Team.
Now Forming

Worship Strategy Team
Purpose: to determine the Style (Note 1) of worship that aligns with the church's covenant, mission, vision and values and the

needs or interests of the targeted MOSAIC demographic. This will be determined by October 1, 2017 at which time
the team will disband.

Members:

Jan Jager, Sharon Sumner, Bonnie Burke, Pastor Tim

Worship Design Team
Purpose: To continually engage in a process of design, plan, implement, and evaluation for each worship service. Research,
study and learn how best to design, plan, implement, and evaluate worship for the chosen MOSAIC lifestyle
segment. Explore and learn how to implement a second worship experience of a different Style (1) for a new
MOSAIC lifestyle segment.
Now Forming
Note 1: Style identifies attributes and function of each part of worship, including flow between them which connect with the
preferred MOSAIC demographic we are targeting. For example in Worship Ways, Thomas Bandy identifies seven
“worship options” which each connect specific life situations, existential anxieties, etc. of different demographics
with the Jesus Christ.
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Community Wellness: Preventing Suicide
Suicide has been on the rise in recent years and is now the 10th leading cause of death in the United States. More troubling,
suicide is currently the 2nd leading cause of death for teens and young adults, and an estimated one million suicide attempts are
made each year in our country.

90% of suicide victims have depression or other mental health condition.
Although anyone could contemplate or attempt suicide, certain factors put some people at higher risk. Mental health conditions
top the list with an estimated 90% of suicide victims having a potentially treatable mental health condition (although all may not
have been diagnosed or treated) with depression topping this list.

Other risk factors include:


Serious or chronic health condition and/or pain



Previous suicide attempt



Family history of suicide



Family history of mental illness



Childhood abuse



Stressful life events, such as a death, divorce or job loss.



Prolonged exposure to stress factors such as harassment, bullying, relationship difficulties and unemployment.

Warning signs to watch for:
We now know that most people who end their lives exhibit warning signs through their behavior or what they say. Most will show
at least one or two of the following signs, but could exhibit more.
Talking or writing about…

New or changes in behavior...



Wanting to die



Searching for a way to end their life, such as stocking
pills, looking to buy a gun, etc.







Killing themselves
Feeling hopeless or trapped
Having no reason to live
Being in unbearable pain
Fearing they are a burden to others









Increased use of alcohol or drugs
Giving away prized possessions
Visiting or posting goodbyes
Sleeping too little or too much
Isolating from friends and family
Withdrawing from activities
Acting recklessly or aggressively

What you can do:
 Suspecting or learning a friend or loved one is contemplating suicide can be overwhelming and frightening. However, talking
to them is the first step in preventing suicide. Some talking tips include:
 Don’t wait for them to bring up the topic
 Ask direct questions in a sensitive way
 Show genuine concern
 Don’t be judgmental
 Never act shocked by what they might express to you
Let them know you understand it may seem there is no other way out of their pain, but that suicide is never the answer,
treatment does exist and you will support them in seeking the help they need.
(Continued on page 11)

Ask if they have thought about how they would carry out a suicide. If they are able to give you a specific plan, DO NOT LEAVE
THEM ALONE and do whatever you can to remove items like firearms, pills or other drugs, razor blades, extension cords--anything
they could use to seriously hurt or kill themselves.
If you can, take them to a doctor, mental health professional, hospital ER or call 911. For immediate help, you can also call Pine
Rest at 800.678.5500 or the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 800.273.TALK (8255).

Northeast Grand Rapids Mental Health Care Providers
Arbor Circle
1101 Ball Avenue NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49505
Phone: 616-456-6571
Web: arborcircle.org

Christian Counseling Center (Pine Rest)
170 Leonard Street NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49505
Phone: 866-852-4001
Web: pinerest.org/ccc

Cherry Health-Leonard Street Counseling Center
1400 Leonard Street NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49505
Phone: 616-954-1991
Web: cherryhealth.org

Hope Network
1450 Leonard Street NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49505
Phone: 616-774-8789
Web: hopenetwork.org

Local Resources
National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI)
Weekly mental health topic meetings; support groups
http://namiofkent.org/

Network 180
Kent County Mental Health: contact for individuals
on Medicaid or without insurance
1.800.749.7720
Www.network180.org/
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Northlawn United Methodist Church
1157 Northlawn Street N.E.
Grand Rapids, MI 49505
Phone: 616-361-8503
Fax: (616) 361-2878
E-mail: office@northlawnumc.org

MISSION - Why We Are Here:
Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.
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