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“You are the light of the world.  A 
town built on a hill cannot be hidden.  

Neither do people light a lamp and 
put it under a bowl.  Instead they put 

it on its stand, and it gives light to 
everyone in the house.  In the same 

way, let your light shine before 
others, that they may see your deeds 

and glorify your Father in 
heaven.”  (Matthew 5:4-16 NIV) 
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Pastor’s Pondering  
 

 “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord,  
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”   Jeremiah 29:11 

 
For no matter how many promises God has made, they are “Yes” in Christ. 

2 Corinthians 1:20 

 

 God has given us free will which means that we always have the ability to make choices.  
Each of us has a choice to make later this month.  We have to choose whether to participate in the 
Healthy Congregations Workshop or not.  Let me explain why this choice is vital to the future of 
Northlawn United Methodist Church.   

    

 Many of us have experienced deep hurts from severe conflict within the life of this 
congregation in the past.  Our inability to consistently resolve our conflicts in a Christian manner 
has created  patterns of behavior that are not Christ-like (please read my letter to the congregation 
further in this Lamplighter for further explanation).  These patterns of behavior block us from 
following Christ into the future God has for us.  We are stuck!    
    
 God has given us an opportunity to be set free of these not Christ-like patterns of behavior, 
releasing us to be able to follow Christ into the future God has for us.  This opportunity is in the 
form of the Healthy Congregations Workshop (Jan 29 and 30)  and subsequent Healthy 
Conversations (see information in this Lamplighter).  This is a substantial commitment of time.  The 
future of Northlawn U.M. Church is at stake in our choice to participate.   
    
 Notice I did not say “survival” but “future” of Northlawn U.M. Church.  Northlawn U.M. 
Church will continue to “survive” whether you, the congregation, choose to participate.  Your 
choice determines what future Northlawn U.M. Church will have.  I’ll use a Biblical image that most 
are familiar with. Choosing to participate in the Healthy Congregation Workshop will free us to 
follow Christ into the promised future God has for us on the other side of the Red Sea; a prosperous 
future of fruitfully living out Christ’s mission for us.  Choosing to not participate produces a future 
that remains embedded with not Christ-like patterns of behavior, holding us hostage to a future 
stuck in Egypt on the wrong side of the Red Sea.  
    
 I understand that some may need to choose work , school or family commitments.  Those are 
important choices.  This is only a minority of the congregation.  For the rest of you, I implore you to 
prayerfully consider your choice.     
    
 I leave you with this from Joshua 1:9, “Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be 
dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”  
 
In Christ,  

Pastor Tim  

Healthy Congregations Workshop 
January 29-30, 2016 

Friday:  6:00pm to 9:00pm 
Saturday:  9:00am to 4:00pm  
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 Canned Meats 

 Snack Items: Granola Bars, Crackers, Chips, etc. 

 Beans 

 Mac & Cheese Pasta 

 Fruit Juice 

 Cereal 

 Condiments  

 Personal Care Items 

 Rice 

 Beans 

 

Vital Church Initiative Team Members 
   Sharron Myler    Alan Claybaugh 
   June Swanson    Hilda Russell 
   Leslie Martin-Good    Sharon Longstreth 
   Darla Kilgore     Chris Longstreth 
   Emmie Yen     Sharon Sumner 
   Jeff Yen     Phil VanHammen 
   Pat Whyatt     Tracy Scheud 
   Pastor Tim 

NECM Monthly Needs 

“Worship as Mission 

It’s an intersection where God’s grace and human anxiety meet.  The 

experience may be a rendezvous with destiny or a collision with unstoppable 

love.  The result may be an improved journey or a sharp turn.  Worship is the 

purest form of God’s mission, and God expects our collaboration to make it 

happen.” 

Excerpt from  “Worship Ways For The People Within Your Reach” by Thomas 

G. Bandy with Lucinda S. Holmes 
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CHURCH CALENDAR  

ALL MINISTRY LEADERS...In order to ensure clear and concise communication, 

please make sure all meetings/events are on the calendar in the office. 

Thanks! 

Caring & Sharing 
Northlawn has one full time employee, Pastor Tim.  We operate on volunteer power and we need 
YOU!   We have opportunities to care and serve in all these areas: Worship Volunteers, Hospitality, 
Congregational Care, Music, Environment, Community Outreach.  Sign up at Connection Corner. 
 

 
COMING EVENTS 

 
Friday, January 29      Sunday, January 31, 11:35 am   
Free Community Movie Night    VCI  All Church Pot Luck    
Inside Out 
7:00 pm (doors open at 6:30 pm) 
  

Got Cookies? 
Please consider signing up for coffee time for the new year.   The sign up sheet is at Connection 
Corner.  You can contribute cookies only, or you can serve as well.   Cookies can be brought at 
any time and put in one of the freezers in the lower level of the Church.   They are much 
appreciated.  Thank you!! 
 

Thanks from AMR 
 Many thanks to Northlawn United Methodist Church for providing the Christmas Eve 
supper.  On behalf of AMR, I want to express our appreciation and thanks for thinking of us and 
local EMS providers during the holidays. 
 Thanks again, Marta Andrews on behalf of all AMR staff members. 

Help Earn Money for the Church!  
If you use the internet for any type of search you can use GoodSearch and a donation will be 
made to the church for every search and purchase you make over the internet. The last check 
Northlawn received was for over $140. All proceeds go toward the mortgage principle. Here's all 
you need to do; Go to   http://www.goodsearch.com/nonprofit/northlawn-united-methodist-

We will not be having a Silver Senior lunch in the cold, snowy months of 

JANUARY and FEBRUARY.  Our next get together will be Wednesday, 

March 2, 2016.  Stay warm! 

Lee, Linda, Sharon and Sue 

http://www.goodsearch.com/nonprofit/northlawn-united-methodist-church.aspx
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VITAL CHURCH INITIATIVE UPDATE     by Hilda Russell 
Worship Ways - info is taken from  the Vital Church Initiative workbook 2015 
"The mystery of Christ, fully human, and fully divine, is the very essence of worship.   Worship is 
an encounter with Christ, and any encounter with Christ is worship."   
Taken from Worship Ways  by Thomas G Bandy. 
 
Our session on Dec 5 focused on worship ways, as the title mentions, and  how congregations can 
work together to make the worship experience all-encompassing for as many as the church can 
reach.  And by reach I mean not only the immediate geographical area,  but also in terms of 
different age groups, different lifestyle groups, and those searching for a soul-filling experience that 
only Christ can give. 
 
We focused on: 
 how worship has changed overall in modern times 
 how society has changed in terms of what the church is and what it can offer 
 how our congregation is going to meet the changing needs of those looking for spiritual 

fulfillment, and how we, as God's children here at Northlawn, are going to use the worship 
experience to bring the love of Christ to all we can 

 
There are many worship styles that can be used, including: 
 mission-targeted worship 
 coaching worship 
 educational worship 
 transformational worship 
 inspirational worship 
 caregiving worship 
 healing worship 
 blending worship 
 
These are some of the areas the VCI  team will be studying, praying over, discussing, and 
discerning as we grow together in our exploration of what God's mission is for us here at 
Northlawn.  We will be looking at our worship practices and how we can preserve, or change, or 
add, or enrich the worship experience for all.  What might this include?   How can we make 
worship relevant to all we can?   Well, we don't know yet.  We are discovering what God has in 
store for us.  Some ideas are- including a podcast, sending out flyers, special services,  
contemporary worship, neighbor dinners.   The possibilities are endless where God is concerned.    
 
As always, feel free to talk with any member of the VCI Team.  We are always available to answer 
your questions.  We covet your prayers for us as we grow and learn together to discern what God 
has in store for all of us here at Northlawn.  Woo Hoo for Worship!!! 
VCi team:  Jeff Yen,  Emmie Yen, Darla Gilgore, Phil VanHammen, Sharon Longstreth, Tracy 
Scheid, Sharon Sumner, June Swanson, Leslie Martin-Good,  Sharron Myler, Pat Whyatt and Pastor 
Tim.  Home team members include- Hilda Russell, Alan Claybough, and Chris Longstreth.   
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January Volunteer List & Birthdays 

3 Jan Jager, Bert Parker 
10 Doris Black 
17 Bert Parker, Jan Jager 
24  _____________________ 
31 Sharon Sumner 

3 Sharon Sumner 
10 Bertha Parker  
17 Sharon Sumner 
24  Lyle & Hilda Russell 
31 Doris Black 
 
If you would like to be a greeter,  
please sign up at Connection Corner. 

 
If you would like to serve at Con-
nection Corner, please sign up at 
Connection Corner. 
 

3 Paula Wright 
10 Emmanuel Joshua 
17  Dawne Ball 
24 Ken Jeltema 
31 Jeff Yen 

4  Fred TenHoor 
8 Dave Hamilton 
9  Art Wright 
10  Linda Hamilton 
11  Terry Tock 
13 Bill Black 
17  Theresa Merrow 
18 Teri Chandler 
22 Kelli Hamilton 
24  Sharon Yen 
26  Toni Gould 
27  Jerry Lachniet 
28  Tammy Diebold 
30  Barb Jeltema 
31  Sarah VanHammen 
31 Izzy Ward 
31 Wanda Tahaney 
  

LITURGIST 

10 Lynn & Karen Herman 

29 John & Dawne Ball 

 

 

Greeters Schedule 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 

 

5 6 

6:00 pm 

Bell Choir 

7:00 pm 

Choir 

7:00 pm 

Yashana Lodge 

7 

6:30 pm 

Yarn w/purpose 

 

8 9 

10 

Schuel Gathering 

Fellowship Hall 

11 

6:30 pm 

WON Circle 

6-:7:30 pm 

VCI  Home Team 

 

12 

10:00 am 

Bible Study 

7:00 pm 

Bible Study 

13 

2:00 pm 

Clark Gathering 

6:00 pm 

Bell Choir 

7:00 pm 

Choir 

Yashana Lodge 

14 

6:30 pm 

Yarn w/purpose 

15 16 

9 am - 2 pm 

VCI Away Team 

17 18 

7:00 pm 

Leadership Team 

19 

10:00 am 

Bible Study 

7:00 pm 

Bible Study 

 

20 

6:00 pm 

Bell Choir 

7:00 pm 

Choir 

Yashana Lodge 

 

21 

6:00 pm 

Finance 

6:30 pm 

Yarn w/purpose 

22 23 

24 25 

7:00 pm 

Congregational 

Care 

Worship Team 

26 

10:00 am 

Bible Study 

7:00 pm 

Bible Study 

27 

6:00 pm 

Bell Choir 

7:00 pm 

Choir 

Yashana Lodge 

28 

6:30 pm 

Yarn w/purpose 

29 

6-9:00 pm 

Healthy 

Congregational 

Workshop 

30 

9 am -4:00 pm 

Healthy 

Congregation 

Workshop 

 

31 

VCI All Church 

Potluck 

      

January 2016 
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  Educational Opportunities at Northlawn for the School Year 2015-16  

Sunday School sessions are held following the 9:45 a.m. worship service. Please feel free to drop 

in and join any of our studies. We are always looking for new ideas and class offerings. There are 

two women’s Bible studies offered on Tuesdays that are also listed below. If you would like to 

add to our offerings or volunteer your time and talent to our Education Team, please contact 

Sharon Longstreth or Paula Wright.  Thank you! 

 
   
 
 
  

Group Location Group Coordinator Topic 

Preschool – 4 years Nursery (2nd floor) Jessica Hamilton   

Elementary Students Room 203 (2nd floor) Volunteer Rotation   

High School/Middle School Room 201 (2nd floor) Paula Wright   

Men’s Discussion Group Library (Main Level) Rev. Thurlan Meredith Issues of 
Christian Living 

Seekers Women’s Bible Study Room 104-105 (Main Level) Sharron Myler Sacred Gifts and 
Holy Gatherings: 
December – 
“What We Bring 
to God;” January 
– “Four 
Weddings and a 
Funeral,”  
February  – 
“Holy Days” 
Discussions are 
open, 
informative and 
heartfelt. 

“Growing Older & Wiser” Room 204-205 (2nd floor) Kelli Hamilton This is a 6-week 
study.  
Following this 
study, the group 
will do a study 
on “God’s Not 
Dead.” 

Tuesday Morning Women’s 
Bible Study, weekly at 10:00 
am 

Room 104-105 (Main Level) Betty Beck “The Messiah” 
(during Advent) 
Beginning Jan. 
12 – “Good & 
Evil” 

Tuesday Evening Women’s 
Bible Study, weekly at 7:00 pm 

Room 104-105 (Main Level) Sharon Sumner “Sent” (God sent 
Christ at 
Christmas and 
Christ sends us) 
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Deadline for The Lamplighter Newsletter is ALWAYS the 17th of the previous month.  ALL 

articles must be received by this date or they will not be included.  Sorry, no exceptions.  
You may email your articles to:  sharon@northlawnumc.org or leave them in the secretary’s 

mail slot. 

 

Dear members and friends of Northlawn United Methodist Church,  

 During the 2 ½  years that I have been your pastor we have journeyed  forward together 
from a congregation in significant decline to a congregation with increased excitement and 
passion for the future God is calling us into.  You have been an important part of this.  Praise God!  

    Just as in our personal lives an unhealthy pattern of behavior can prevent us from growing 
in maturity into the person God created us to be, the same can occur within our church 
congregation.  A concern, which at first appeared to be a few isolated incidents, has revealed itself 
to be a widespread issue within the fabric of our congregation.  The issue begins with the fact that 
many of us have experienced deep hurts from severe conflict within the life of this congregation in 
the past.  This in itself, is not a problem.  Hurt from conflict occurs in all congregations from time 
to time.  The issue that severely impacts our congregation’s future is that we do not often know 
how to resolve our conflict in a Christian manner.  Our unresolved conflict produces patterns of 
gossip, anger, bullying, and controlling behaviors toward those that disagree with us.  We are 
creating an environment that is not safe and not loving for those who disagree.     

    God’s desire is that we would take the next step in our journey by learning to resolve 
conflict in Christ-like ways, truly becoming the “body of Christ” which God intends us to be.  We 
must address this problem or we will remain stuck, unable to follow God into God’s future for 
Northlawn United Methodist Church.    

    Therefore you are strongly encouraged to fully participate in a Healthy Congregations 
Workshop for our congregation on Friday Jan 29th and Saturday Jan 30th.  This will be followed by 
several evenings where we are invited to have Healthy Conversations.   In this Lamplighter issue, 
there is further information about the Healthy Congregations Workshop and I write more of this 
in my Pastor’s Ponderings.   

    The registration fee is $5 per person, which includes a workbook, lunch, and snacks. Please 
register with Sharon Sumner, our Administrative Assistant (616-361-8503/
office@northlawnumc.org).      

 If you have any questions or comments, please contact me directly.  

In Christ, 

 

Pastor Tim Wright 

pastortim@northlawnumc.org 

(616) 361-8503 x101  
 

 

 
 

mailto:catsdesk@northlawnumc.oeg
mailto:office@northlawnumc.org
mailto:pastortim@northlawnumc.org


 

10 

 
Healthy 

Congregations 

Workshop 

January 29-30, 2016 

Friday:  6:00pm to 9:00pm 
Saturday:  9:00am to 4:00pm  

Northlawn United Methodist Church 
 

Registration: 
The registration fee is $5 which includes a Participant Workbook. 
To register, or for further information, please contact: 
Sharon Sumner, Administrative Assistant 
Office Hours:  9:00 am - 2:00 pm, Tuesday-Thursday 
(616) 361-8503 
office@northlawnumc.org 
 

Healthy Conversations Schedule  
Thursday, Feb. 4, 7-9:00 pm  
Thursday, Feb. 11, 7-9:00 pm  
Tuesday, Feb. 16, 7-9:00 pm 
 

 

 

Sponsored by 

West Michigan Conference 

of The United Methodist Church 

Presented by 
Naomi García, Assoc Dir Discipleship  
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NORTHLAWN BUILDING & EQUIPMENT USE POLICY 

Northlawn United Methodist Church is always happy to make the building available for 

community functions.  The Northlawn Building & Equipment Use Policy form must be filled out 

and approved before using the building or equipment.  The completed form must be given to the 

secretary.  This form outlines the guidelines that must be followed for building/equipment use. 

Only folding chairs and tables designated for loan may be borrowed and must be signed out with 

the date of pick up and the date of return.  All kitchen equipment and supplies must be used only 

on church property. 

 

 

INTERESTED IN PLAYING HANDBELLS? 
 
The Bell Choir has three openings for ringers.  All that is required 
is a good sense of rhythm and some experience, either singing in 
choir or playing an instrument, or a basic knowledge of the 
keyboard.   We meet on Wednesday evenings at 6:00 p.m.  We do 
a variety of music, both traditional and contemporary.  We would 
love to have you join us!  Please pray about it and contact Sharon 
Sumner at 616-635-0441 or ssumner61@gmail.com if interested.  
Thanks! 

 

Another Vital Church Initiative Learning 

 “If and when people of any given lifestyle segment visit a church on Sunday 

morning, they are compelled to be there as a result of a profound yearning.  They are 

there for a reason, and it is not church shopping.  They will base their decision to 
return  to that church on whether or not what happens on Sunday morning (e.g., 

hospitality, worship, and significant conversations) addresses that urgency or not.   

 Moreover, they will probably make up their minds whether or not to return to 

church in the first thirty seconds  after entering the door (when talking with the 

greeters); or in the last thirty minutes before exiting the door (when talking to 

refreshment servers and members).  Even if the worship service itself leaves them 

ambivalent, the real proof of authenticity will emerge from the unrehearsed words 

and spontaneous actions that emerge from relationships.  The relationship will 

determine whether or not people in any given lifestyle segment will “hang in” for 

worship long-term.  The relationships will give them confidence that they will indeed 

experience the immediate and real presence of God that will address their desire for 

direction, rapport, deliverance, renewable life, healing, vindication, or compassion.” 
Excerpt from  “Worship Ways For The People Within Your Reach,“ by Thomas G. Bandy with Lucinda S. 

Holmes. 
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Northlawn United Methodist Church  
1157 Northlawn St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI  49505 

www.northlawnumc.org 

Mission - why we are here 
Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world 

Northlawn United Methodist Church 
2016 Leadership Team   

 

Administrative Team 
Chairperson:  ··················································································································································  
Finance Chairperson: ··············································································································· Diane Ludwig 
SPRC Chairperson:  ················································································································ Judy VanLente 
Trustee Chairperson: ·············································································································· Jerry Lachniet 
Lay Member to Ann. Conference:  ················································································································  
Women of Northlawn President ················································································· Ruth VanValkenburg 
Members @ Large: ··························································· Alan Claybaugh, John Secord, Phil VanHammen 
Outreach ·································································································································· Sally Wesorick 
Education ························································································································································  
Worship  ··········································································································································· Jan Jager  
Congregational Care  ···················································································································John Secord 
Administrative Team Rep ········································································································· Jerry Lachniet 

Knitting With a Purpose 
We knit and crochet!  Anyone who knits or crochets is 
welcome to join us.  We meet on Thursday evenings at 
6:30 p.m. in Room 204-205.   Bring a project that you are 
working on, or we have many ideas!  Making prayer 
shawls is one of our ministries.  Right now we are 
making woolen mittens for school children in Alaska.  
We also make items for the Craft Show.  

 If you want to learn, one of us can probably teach you how!  And above all, come 
and have a good time for an hour or two.  Bring a friend.  (You don’t have to attend 
Northlawn UMC.) 
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Northlawn United Methodist Church 

Altar Prayer Team 

“My house will be called a house of prayer….” Matthew 21:13 

“Is anyone among you in trouble?  Let them pray.  Is anyone happy?  Let them sing songs of praise.  Is 

anyone among you sick?  Let them call the elders of the church to pray over them and anoint them with oil in 

the name of the Lord.  And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise them 

up.  If they have sinned, they will be forgiven.” 

 James 5:13-15 

The purpose of the Altar Prayer Team at Northlawn United Methodist Church is for people 

to experience God’s Presence and Unconditional Love through prayer as an integral part of 

worship. 

The Altar Prayer Team has received training and is commissioned to serve as conduits of 

God’s grace.  By being open and responsive to the working of the Holy Spirit, the Altar Prayer 

Team prays that God’s love, guidance and healing power would be released for the benefit of His 

people and to His glory.  The Altar Prayer Team is not the source of power, but conduits of God’s 

grace.  It is God’s grace that saves, heals and sets free because God is the source of all good (James 

1:17). 

At the conclusion of each worship, members of our Altar Prayer Team will be available at 

the front of the sanctuary to offer the ministry of prayer to those who need encouragement, hope, 

healing, help to get through the pain of current circumstances, or who have been impacted by that 

day’s worship in some way.  Members of the Altar Prayer Team can be easily identified by the 

Name Tags they are wearing. 

Take your concerns to Jesus, no matter how big or small they may seem to be.  Altar prayer 

can be one of the first steps in seeking God’s hand on issues in our lives.  It’s not something 

reserved only for the great challenges or very serious issues.  Those on the Altar Prayer Team 

handle concerns with kindness, care, discernment, and confidentiality. 

If you have any questions or comments, please contact Pastor Tim. 

 

Altar Prayer Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Tim Wright Bev Wells 

Sharon Sumner Pat Whyatt 

Jeff Yen Emmie Yen 

Shawna Wassing Mike Peters 

Pat Peters Betty Beck 
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Beat the Winter Blahs 
By Silvana Clark 
Today’s Christian Woman 
 

After the excitement of getting new Christmas toys wears off, your kids—and consequently, you—
can go stir crazy with boredom during the long, dark days of winter. Here are some creative (and 
cheap!) ways to keep the troops occupied until the first sightings of spring. 

Stage an Indoor Stuffed Animal Hunt. 

Collect the stuffed animals in your house (including all the Beanie Babies) and give them to a 
designated "hider." While everyone covers their eyes, the hider puts the rabbits, pandas, and teddy 
bears in secret locations throughout the house. Then it's a mad scramble to find the stuffed animals. 

One clever mother strategically hid dimes around the house during Saturday morning chore time. As 
her children vacuumed behind furniture and dusted shelves, they were rewarded with finding money. 

Celebrate Nontraditional Holidays. 

Did you know that January 23 is National Pie Day? Get the family together, mix up some pie crusts, 
and bake pies. January 27 is National Backwards Day. Serve spaghetti for breakfast and pancakes 
for dinner. Walk through the house backwards and do other silly "backward" things. Who wouldn't 
want to celebrate National Popcorn Day on January 29th? In addition to making popcorn, get sticky 
and make popcorn balls. Draw a winter picture and glue popcorn on the paper to represent giant 
snowflakes. For a description of more than 3,000 unusual holidays, check out Celebrate Today! by 
John Kremer (Open Horizons). 

One clever mother strategically hid dimes around the house during Saturday morning chore time. 

Host "Crazy Indoor Olympics." 

Everyone competes in a variety of unusual events such as: 
Javelin throw: Contestants throw cotton swabs as far as possible. 
High Jump: Compete to see who can jump over the most pillows. 
Discus: Toss cotton balls with all your might and see who gets the farthest. 
Standing Grin: Measure everyone's smile! 
Prepare an awards ceremony where contestants receive "medals." 
 

Make a Family Documentary. 

You may think your life is ordinary, but missionaries in undeveloped countries marvel at our way of 
life. Check with your church for names and addresses of people they support overseas who might 
appreciate this day-in-the-life glimpse at your family. Include photos of your school, family pets, and 
even your bathroom. After the pictures are developed, put them in a photo album with captions and 
a suggestion for further contact with the missionary. Often the missionaries write back, describing 
their work and personal life. This exposes children to different cultures. 
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Northlawn United Methodist Church 
1157 Northlawn St. NE 
Grand Rapids, MI  49505 
 

Phone:  (616) 361-8503 
Fax:  (616) 361-2878 

We’re on the web! 

northlawnumc.org 

Bishop, Deborah L. Kiesey 
G.R. District Superintendent, 
Rev. Bill Haggard 
Pastor Tim 
Pastor Jan 
Family of Greg Cleveland 
Dolores Barnes 
Marcia Loveless 
Izzy Ward 
Dave & Dorothy Spaulding 
Family of Barb Morton 
Wesley & Phyllis Smith 
Robin Eslinger 
Wheeler & Phyllis Tortellet 
RuthAnn Buschert 

Mission - why we are here 
Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world 


