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Pastor’s Corner   

 
This is 
Christ’s 
Church. 
There is a 
place for you 
here. 
 

We are the 
church that 
shares a living, 
daring, confi-
dence in God’s 
grace.  
Liberated by 
our faith, we 
embrace you as 
a whole person 
questions,  
complexities 
and all. Join us 
as we do God’s 
work in Christ’s 
name for the 
life of the 
world.  
 

Greetings and Peace to 

you in the name of Jesus 

Christ, 

 

Advent is upon us! It’s a 

time of anticipation and 

waiting, but not for 

Christmas. What? But 

that’s what it leads to, 

right? Well, Advent is 

meant to be the awaiting 

for the second coming of 

Christ while at the same 

time we reflect on the 

past arrival of Jesus. We 

might do better to read 

Revelation this season 

than we would the texts 

surrounding Jesus' birth. 

(Perhaps a seed is planted 

for next year?)  

  

I’ll also admit I’m a bit of 

a Scrooge when it comes 

to Christmas celebra-

tions. The secular world 

has made Christmas a 

month long affair that 

starts after Thanksgiving 

(or in some cases, two 

months right after  

Halloween) and then 

December 26th it just 

stops. That’s always 

bothered me. One of 

my favorite Christmas 

traditions is to watch 

the stop-motion  

animation Rankin-Bass 

specials. The ones 

about Santa, Rudolph, 

Frosty, and all the rest 

of them. There are even 

a few that directly  

revolve around religious 

Christmas and Jesus 

too. Despite many of 

them being secular  

appropriation of a 

Christian holiday, I still 

enjoy them, but the 

problem is I’m not 

ready to watch them 

until actual Christmas. 

When it seems like  

everyone is sick of 

Christmas and ready to 

throw out the tree on 

December 26th I’m  

finally in the  

Christmas season and 

ready to do all those 

things. It’s a point of 

stubborn traditional 

pride that I keep my 

tree up until January 6th 

when Christmas  

officially ends. I have 

some of those  

Christmas movies and 

specials on DVD to 

watch when the  

networks have already 

exhausted them to 

death.  

  

But that’s enough of my 

rant, what then can we 

do to honor the season 

of Advent without  

immediately jumping 

into Christmas? Advent 

calendars are nice, 

though misnamed, they 

are just really 24 days of 

December calendars, 

but I get a lot of  

enjoyment out of them. 

It really feeds into that 

idea of waiting. Maybe 

https://www.elca.org/
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have an advent wreath 

at home. I remember 

growing up with on the 

dining table and lighting 

the appropriate number 

of candles each night.  

  

I  am currently combing 

through a book called 

A Surprising God: Advent 

Devotions for an Uncertain 

Time. It was published 

in the last year because, 

you guessed it, it feels 

more uncertain than 

others. I invite you all 

to join me each 

Wednesday as I release 

an Advent devotion 

video on our YouTube 

page. My goal is to pro-

duce them before noon 

and have them available 

to those who want to 

take a bit of time to  

reflect on the season 

and scripture.  

  

What else are you doing 

for yourself for Advent? 

With all the talk of  

supply chains, specialty 

food shortages, and 

some more serious  

matters, what are you 

doing to await the  

second coming of 

Christ? What does the 

second coming of 

Christ mean to you? I 

think too often Holly-

wood teaches us bad 

theology to think about 

destruction and chaos, 

but I’d argue that’s not 

the Christ we believe in.  

What does a time of 

justice look like? What 

peace and comfort will 

be brought to all  

creation? What will it 

look like to suffer no 

more? How will our 

world be healed rather 

than destroyed? That’s 

what the second  

coming of Christ means 

to me. 

 

Peace, 

Pastor Stephen 

 

Worship 
with Us 
 

In-Person  
Worship  
Every Sunday at 
9:30 a.m. in the 
Sanctuary. 
*Masks are  
required  
during in-person  
worship at all 
times, regardless 
of vaccination 
status, except 
for children  
under 2 yrs. and 
those with 
breathing prob-
lems.  
 

Livestream 
Worship  
Sundays at 9:30 
a.m. Watch 
livestream or on 
demand on our 
YouTube  
channel (search 
Mount Hope  
Lutheran 
Church West 
Allis).  
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 Faith Education 

Confirmation 
6th-8th grade youth 
December  12 
 

Every 2nd and 4th Sunday 
after church at 10:45 a.m. 
in the Youth Room. We 
will not meet on December 
26.  
 

Generations of  
Hope 
Sunday School for ages 1-100  
December 19 
 

3rd Sunday of every 
month after church at  
10:45 a.m. in the  
Fellowship Hall.  

Pint-Sized Faith 
Adult Bible study and faith 
discussion 
December 14 
 

Every 2nd Tuesday, via 
Zoom, at 7:00 p.m. Join 
us for fun company, 
good drinks of your 
choice, and interesting 
conversation. Please 
reach out to Pastor 
Stephen (pastorstephen 
@mounthopelutheran 
church.org) so that you 
can receive the Zoom 
link.  
 

Bible Study 
Adult Bible study 
December 2, 9, 16 & 
23.  
 

Every Thursday at 1:00 
p.m. in the Fireside 
Room alongside a 
Zoom option. Please 
reach out to Pastor 
Stephen (pastorstephen 
@mounthopelutheran 
church.org) so that you 
can receive the Zoom 
link. We will not meet on 
December 30th.  

Masks are required for all in- 
person worship and events.  
Watch livestream or on  
demand on our YouTube 
channel (search Mount Hope  
Lutheran Church West 
Allis). 
 

Midweek Advent 
Devotion 
Wednesday, December 
1, 8, 15, and 22 
 

Watch Pastor Stephen’s 
weekly devotions on 
Mount Hope's YouTube 
channel (search Mount 
Hope Lutheran Church 
West Allis). 

 
 
 
 
 

 Advent & Christmas Events and Worship   

Steadfast  
Christmas Concert 
Sunday, December 5 
3:00 p.m.  
In-Person  
Mt. Hope Sanctuary  
 

You’ll be delighted by 
the innovative and  
upbeat versions of your 
favorite Christmas 
songs with some new 
contemporary Christian 
songs sprinkled in. The 
concert is free, but a 
freewill offering will be 
taken to benefit the 
Hope Ministries. Bring 
your family and friends! 
Let’s fill the church with 
Christmas joy!  
 

Golden Christmas 
Worship &  
Luncheon 
Tuesday, December 14 
11:00 a.m.  
 

This special in-person 
Christmas event is for all 
members age 75 years 
and older and all  
homebound members.  
If you’d like to attend 
please RSVP to donna 
@mounthopelutheran 
church.org or call 414-
541-9500.  
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 Advent & Christmas Events and Worship   

Darkest Night  
Service 
Tuesday, December 21 
7:00 p.m.  
In-Person and 
Livestream 
 

Sometimes called a “Blue 
Christmas” service, the 
“Darkest Night” service 
recognizes that the  
holiday season can  
sometimes be a tough 
time for folks. There are 
a lot of changes in one’s 
life that can pull a shroud 
over the joys of the  
season. Loss of a loved 
one, moving from a  
beloved home, changes 
in employment status, 
relationship transitions,  

a negative diagnosis, and 
more can impact the way 
we feel about the  
holidays. This service is 
meant to honor and 
name that grief while 
seeking comfort and  
reminding us that we are 
not alone. All are  
welcome to attend,  
especially those who are 
entering this season with 
a mixture of emotions.   
 
A reminder that Pastor 
Stephen is always willing 
to make time to listen to 
people’s stories. You are 
not alone and there is 
always someone to exist 
with you in the midst of 
pain and grief. 

Christmas Eve 
Friday, December 24 
 

4:00 p.m. 
Family Service 
In-Person and 
Livestream  
 

10:00 p.m. 
Candlelight Service 
In-Person and 
Livestream   
  

Lessons & Carols 
Sunday, December 26 
9:30 a.m.  
In-Person and 
Livestream Worship 

 
 

All events 
and gather-
ings are  
subject to 
change. Many 

of them have  
digital backup 
plans, but we 
have to plan 
both for the best 
and the worst. 
Please be patient 
and gracious 
with our  
ministry teams 
as we work to 
navigate the best 
options for both 
the health and 
welfare of our 
congregation 
and community 
as well as  
providing 
chances to learn, 
grow, share, and 
stay connected 
even in the most 
isolating of 
times. 
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December 
Milestone  
Celebrations 
 

Wedding  
Anniversaries 
Celebrating 50+ 
years 
Russell & Jill 
Bishop- 65 
 

Jerry & Judi 
Hertzfeldt-58 
 

Stanley & Betty 
Ritz-55 
 
Birthdays 
Celebrating 90+ 
years 
Donna Hoeting -
93 
 

Audrey Werner - 
91 

Feeling Thankful  
On Saturday, November 
20th, the halls of Mt. 
Hope buzzed with  
activity. The Hope  
Ministries provided 74 
Thanksgiving meals to 
our families, including a 
frozen turkey with all the 
fixings. Through your 
generosity, we raised over 
$4,000 to cover the cost 
of these meals!  
 
Our dedicated corps of 
volunteers packed boxes, 
carried loads out to   
waiting cars, and made 
deliveries all over the city. 

Special thanks to Linda 
Helminski for ordering 
all the food and organiz-
ing the distribution.  
 
Our delivery drivers 
were Edward Sheehy, 
Dave Jonasen, and Paul  
Guttormsson. They 
worked for several 
hours to make sure that 
every family received 
their holiday dinners. 
And thank you to Kelly 
Norton and her girl 
scouts for hustling up 
and down in the  
elevator to save us older 
folks a lot of steps!  

 Hope Ministries Update 

We are blessed beyond 
measure. And thanks to 
God for putting us in this 
time and place to share 
our blessings with others. 
 
Donna Jonasen 
Hope Ministries  
Coordinator 
 
 
 

 

 Hope Ministries Toy Drive 

Christmas Toy 
Drive 
Toys for Hope  
Ministries families may 
be brought to church at 
any time and placed in 
the Food Pantry basket 
near the church office. 
We will also be in the 
church parking lot 
from 10:00  a.m. to 
Noon on Saturday, 
December 4th to  
collect toys.  
 
Here are some popular 
gift items for our Hope 
Ministries kids:  
 Cars, trucks 

 Baby dolls 
 Lego sets 
 Building blocks 
 Action figures 
 Dinosaurs 
 Barbie dolls with 

clothes 
 Basketballs 
 Footballs 
 Soccer balls 

 Nail sets or purses 
for teenagers 

 
Thank you for making 
Christmas a little bit 
brighter for our families! 
 
Donna Jonasen 
Hope Ministries  
Coordinator 
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 COVID-19 Task Force 

Mt. Hope’s COVID-19 
Task Force continues to 
monitor Milwaukee and  
Waukesha Counties' 
daily positive COVID-
19 numbers, which  
remain high! Vaccinated 
people have much 
milder symptoms than 
those that are  
unvaccinated, so our 
task force highly  
recommends getting 
fully vaccinated if you 
have not done so, and 
get the booster shot 
when appropriate.  
 
The common  
symptoms that  
vaccinated people have 
include being very tired, 
sometimes a fever but 

not always, food and  
beverages don't taste 
like they should, a sore 
throat and/or cough 
and chills/body aches. 
 

What do you do if you 
have these symptoms? 
First, go online and 
make an appointment 
for a COVID-19 test. If 
you are having difficulty 
breathing or if your 
cough makes you chest 
hurt, contact your  
physician. After that,  
stay home, get plenty of 
rest, drink plenty of flu-
ids and eat small meals 
to keep up your energy. 
 
If you think you’ve been 
exposed to COVID-19, 

stay home and monitor 
yourself for symptoms 
for 7-10 days. If you do 
need to go out, wear a 
mask, use hand sanitizer 
and be sure to social dis-
tance from other people. 
 

Please contact Pastor 
Stephen, Diane or the 
church office, if you 
receive a positive 
COVID-19 test, as soon 
as you are notified, so 
we can contact church 
members if needed. 
 

Be safe, be smart and be 
well! 
Diane Guenther-Weis 
414-708-8242  
winemakerdiane 
@yahoo.com 

Everyone Ages 18 and 
Older Should Get a 
Booster Shot 
 

If you received  
Pfizer-BioNTech or  
Moderna:  
Who should get a 
booster: Everyone 18 
years or older.  
When to get a 
booster: At least 6 
months after  
completing your pri-
mary COVID-19  
vaccination series. 
 

If you received  
Johnson & Johnson’s 
Janssen:  
Who should get a 
booster: Everyone 18 
years or older.  
When to get a booster: 
At least 2 months after 
completing your  
primary COVID-19  
vaccination.  
 

——————- 
 

Most Children and All 
Teens Can Get  
Covid-19 Vaccines 
CDC recommends  

everyone ages 5 and 
older get a COVID-19 
vaccine to help protect 
against COVID-19.  
Widespread vaccination 
for COVID-19 is a  
critical tool to best  
protect everyone from 
COVID-19 and  
COVID-19 related  
complications. Children 
and teens who are fully 
vaccinated can safely  
resume many  
activities that they did 
prior to the pandemic. 

 COVID-19 Vaccines and Boosters 

 

Health  
Cabinet 
 

The Golden 
Christmas  
Worship and 
Luncheon will be 
held on Tuesday, 
December 14 at 
11:00 a.m. Just a 
reminder to 
those who  
received an  
invitation, please 
call or e-mail the 
church office 
(414-541-9500 or 
donna@mount 
hopelutheran 
church.org) to 
make your  
reservation and 
let us know if 
you need  
transportation to 
and/or from 
church.   
 
Thank you, 
Sandy Alioto 
414-541-9500 

www.cdc.gov / Updated Nov. 29, 2021 
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Help for Afghan  
Refugees 
Thank you to those 
who have already 
given, volunteered or 
donated to welcome 
Afghan Evacuees in 
Wisconsin! Our help is 
still needed: There are 
many ways that  
congregations and  
individuals can  
continue to support 
our new neighbors. 
Visit https://
milwaukeesynod.org/
help-for-afghan-
evacuees/ for an  
up-to-date list of ways 
to help through  
financial support,  
volunteering and  
material donations. 
 

—————— 
 

Breaking the 
Chains Church 
Featured in  
Journal Sentinel  
Breaking the Chains 
Church, a GMS  
authorized ministry 
located in Felmers O. 
Chaney Correction 
Center, was featured in 
the Milwaukee Journal 
Sentinel. Read all about 
how Breaking the 
Chains Church has 
partnered with the men 
at the Correction  

 
Center's garden to  
donate fresh produce to 
food pantries including 
Cross Lutheran Church 
Food Pantry at Cross, 
Milwaukee, and Tosa 
Cares at Mt. Zion, Wau-
watosa. Read all about it 
here: https://
www.jsonline.com/
story/
news/2021/11/08/
milwaukee-correctional-
center-shares-its-
vegetables-food-
pantries/6057190001/ 
 

—————— 
 

Outreach for Hope: 
Coats for the Cold 
2021 

This November,  
Outreach for Hope has 
asked for your help to 
raise $4,000 for the  
purchase of 525  
children's and 
adult winter coats, to be 
given away via our  
Ministry Partners 
throughout the Greater 
Milwaukee Synod, 
ELCA. Thanks to your 
generous gifts, we 

Greater Milwaukee Synod & Mission Partners 

have officially 
reached our 
goal!! THANK YOU 
to everyone who sup-
ported this drive and 
helped to make it a 
success. 

 
If you missed the  
cutoff but still feel 
moved to give, we  
invite you to make a 
donation to our  
General Ministry Fund, 
so that we can continue 
providing grants to our 
Ministry Partners this 
winter and beyond: 
 
Online: Visit the  
 website: outreachfor 

hope.org. 
 
By Mail: Mail a check, 

made out to OUT-
REACH FOR 
HOPE, to P.O. Box 
341695, Milwaukee, 
WI 53234. 

 
Stay Warm, 
The Outreach for 
Hope Team 

 
- 

https://milwaukeesynod.org/help-for-afghan-evacuees/
https://milwaukeesynod.org/help-for-afghan-evacuees/
https://milwaukeesynod.org/help-for-afghan-evacuees/
https://milwaukeesynod.org/help-for-afghan-evacuees/
https://milwaukeesynod.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c6d21aa5be1cc74cb40ac034&id=0ca28d5f1f&e=35d77c47b3
https://milwaukeesynod.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c6d21aa5be1cc74cb40ac034&id=0ca28d5f1f&e=35d77c47b3
https://milwaukeesynod.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c6d21aa5be1cc74cb40ac034&id=0ca28d5f1f&e=35d77c47b3
https://milwaukeesynod.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c6d21aa5be1cc74cb40ac034&id=9e59f1f65d&e=35d77c47b3
https://milwaukeesynod.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c6d21aa5be1cc74cb40ac034&id=9e59f1f65d&e=35d77c47b3
https://milwaukeesynod.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c6d21aa5be1cc74cb40ac034&id=a8b97f01ce&e=35d77c47b3
https://milwaukeesynod.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c6d21aa5be1cc74cb40ac034&id=a8b97f01ce&e=35d77c47b3
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/2021/11/08/milwaukee-correctional-center-shares-its-vegetables-food-pantries/6057190001/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/2021/11/08/milwaukee-correctional-center-shares-its-vegetables-food-pantries/6057190001/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/2021/11/08/milwaukee-correctional-center-shares-its-vegetables-food-pantries/6057190001/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/2021/11/08/milwaukee-correctional-center-shares-its-vegetables-food-pantries/6057190001/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/2021/11/08/milwaukee-correctional-center-shares-its-vegetables-food-pantries/6057190001/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/2021/11/08/milwaukee-correctional-center-shares-its-vegetables-food-pantries/6057190001/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/2021/11/08/milwaukee-correctional-center-shares-its-vegetables-food-pantries/6057190001/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/2021/11/08/milwaukee-correctional-center-shares-its-vegetables-food-pantries/6057190001/


 

 

Pastor 
Rev. Stephen Boyhont 
Office: 414-541-9500 
x103  
Cell: 717-575-4891  
e-mail: pastorstephen 
@mounthope 
lutheranchurch.org 
 

Staff 
Larry Alber 
Bookkeeper  
Accounts Payable 
414-541-9500 x102 
e-mail: larry@ 
mounthopelutheran 
church.org 
 

Bonnie Jean Barczak 
Hope Choir Director 
Handbell Choir  
Director 
 

Chris Conklyn 
Custodian  
414-541-9500 x109 
e-mail: bewell.stayrad 
@gmail.com 
 

Mary Felkner 
Accounts Receivable  
414-541-9500 x113 
e-mail: mary@ 
mounthopelutheran 
church.org 

 

Donna Ihlenfeld 
Administrative  
Assistant 
414-541-9500 x101 
e-mail: donna@ 
mounthopelutheran 
church.org 
 

Mount Hope  
Lutheran Church  
8633 W. Becher St. 
West Allis, WI 53227 

 
Phone:  
414-541-9500 

 
E-mail:  
office@mounthope 
lutheranchurch.org 

 
Website:   
mounthopelutheran 
church.org 

 
Subscribe to our  

e-mail news at 
mounthopelutheran 
church.org.  

 
Church Office 
The church office is 
closed to visitors at this 
time. Staff are working  
both in the office and at 
home. Feel free to  
contact us by phone or  
e-mail. Voicemail and  
e-mail messages are 
checked throughout the 
day (Monday-Friday).  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Donna Jonasen 
Worship Leader  
414-690-8371  
e-mail: donnajonasen 
@gmail.com 
 

Pat Kaiser 
Instrumental Ensemble 
Director 

 
Governance 
Board 
Lynda Taylor 
President 
e-mail: lynda@mount 
hopelutheranchurch.org 
 

Jeff Sikich 
Vice-President 
 

Holly Werra 
Secretary  

Eric Hertzfeldt 
Interim Treasurer 

Glen Norton 
Member At-Large 

 
COVID-19 Task 
Force 
Diane Guenther-Weis, 
Chairperson 
414-708-8242 
e-mail: winemaker 
diane@yahoo.com 
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Wednesday, December 1 
Midweek Advent Devotion on YouTube 
 9:00 am Quilters Group 
 10:00 am Book Group 
 6:00 pm Sons of Norway:  
   Language Class 
 6:30 pm Bell Choir 
 6:30 pm CA Group 
Thursday, December 2 
 11:00 am Hope Ministries 
 1:00 pm Bible Study 
Friday, December 3 
Saturday, December 4 
 10:00 am  Hope Ministries: Toy 
  Donation Drop-Off 
Sunday, December 5 
 8:30 am Instrumental Ensemble 
 8:30 am Praise Band 
 9:30 am Worship: In-Person  
  and Livestream 
 11:00 am LCC Church 
 3:00 pm Steadfast Christmas 
  Concert: In-person  
Monday, December 6 
 11:00 am Hope Ministries 
 6:00 pm WISH Group 
 6:00 pm Girl Scouts 
 Tuesday, December 7 
 6:45 pm Milwaukee Festival City  

 Chorus 
 7:00 pm Boy Scouts 
Wednesday, December 8 
Midweek Advent Devotion on YouTube 
 9:00 am Quilters Group 
 6:30 pm Bell Choir 
 6:30 pm CA Group 
 7:00 pm LCC Church 
Thursday, December 9  
 11:00 am Hope Ministries 
 1:00 pm Bible Study 
Friday, December 10 
Saturday, December 11 
 10:00 am Hope Ministries:  
   Christmas Toy  
   Distribution 
 
 

Sunday, December 12 
 8:30 am Praise Band 
 9:30 am Worship: In-Person  
  and Livestream 
 10:45 am Confirmation 
 11:00 am LCC Church 
Monday, December 13 
 11:00 am Hope Ministries 
 6:00 pm WISH Group 
Tuesday, December 14 
 9:00 am Lutheran Social Services 

  Connections 
 11:00 am  Golden Christmas  
   In-Person Worship

  and Luncheon 
 6:45 pm Milwaukee Festival City  

  Chorus 
 7:00 pm Boy Scouts 
 7:00 pm Pint-Sized Faith 
Wednesday, December 15 
Midweek Advent Devotion on YouTube 
 9:00 am Quilters Group 
 6:00 pm Sons of Norway:  
   Language Class 
 6:30 pm Bell Choir 
 6:30 pm CA Group 
 7:00 pm Governance Board 
Thursday, December 16 
 11:00 am Hope Ministries 
 1:00 pm Bible Study 
Friday, December 17 
Saturday, December 18 
 10:00 am Hope Ministries 
Sunday, December 19 
 8:30 am Praise Band 
 9:30 am Worship: In Person 
  and Livestream 
 10:45 am Generations of Hope 
 11:00 am LCC Church 
Monday, December 20 
 11:00 am Hope Ministries 
 6:00 pm Girl Scouts 
 6:00 pm WISH Group 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday, December 21 
Winter begins 
 6:45 pm Milwaukee Festival City  

  Chorus 
 7:00 pm Darkest Night  
   Worship: In-Person 

  and Livestream 
 7:00 pm Boy Scouts 
Wednesday, December 22 
Midweek Advent Devotion on YouTube 
 9:00 am Quilters Group 
 6:30 pm Bell Choir 
 6:30 pm CA Group 
 7:00 pm LCC Church 
Thursday, December 23 
 11:00 am Hope Ministries 
 1:00 pm Bible Study 
Friday, December 24 
Christmas Eve 
 4:00 pm Family Worship:  
   In-Person and  

  Livestream 
 10:00 pm Candlelight Worship: 

  In-Person and 
  Livestream 

Saturday, December 25 
Christmas Day 
Sunday, December 26 
 8:30 am Praise Band 
 9:30 am Lessons & Carols:  
  In-Person and  
  Livestream 
 11:00 am LCC Church 
Monday, December 27 
 6:00 pm WISH Group 
 Tuesday, December 28 
 6:45 pm Milwaukee Festival City  

 Chorus 
 7:00 pm Boy Scouts 
Wednesday, December 29 
 9:00 am Quilters Group 
 6:30 pm CA Group 
Thursday, December 30 
Friday, December 31 
New Year’s Eve 
 


