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Pastor’s Corner   

 

This is 
Christ’s 
Church. 
There is a 
place for you 
here. 
 

We are the 
church that 
shares a living, 
daring, confi-
dence in God’s 
grace.  
Liberated by 
our faith, we 
embrace you as 
a whole person 
questions,  
complexities 
and all. Join us 
as we do God’s 
work in Christ’s 
name for the 
life of the 
world.  

 

Greetings and peace to 
you in the name of  
Jesus Christ, 
 
As we start getting into 
the full swing of Fall 
ministries, many of 
them are faith  
education based. What 
does faith education 
mean? Typically, one 
thinks of Bible Study 
and Sunday School as 
being the primary  
vehicles for faith  
education or faith  
formation and there are 
plenty of opportunities 
at Mount Hope!  
Worship, for one, is 
indeed a type of faith 
education. When 
preaching about the 
scripture readings and 
my interpretation and 
the message of the text, 
many times I like to 
include a bit of histori-
cal or scriptural  
context. 
  
Our Pint-Sized Faith, 
happening every 2nd 
Tuesday via Zoom, is a 
good way to chat  
informally about faith 
and the world. Last 
month we covered a 
variety of topics  
including different 
models of how  
Christians operate and 
react to culture/
society, the formation 
of the Evangelical  

Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA), and 
some key differences 
between Missouri Synod, 
Wisconsin Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod, and the 
ELCA. Please join us for 
fun company, good 
drinks of your choice, 
and interesting conversa-
tion. 
  
Generations of Hope is 
our all-ages Sunday 
School for folks ages 1 
to 100. Happening every 
third Sunday after 
church, we will meet in 
the Fellowship Hall for 
creative activities, music, 
text study, and good 
conversation. Last 
month we discussed 
creation, specifically  
relating to Genesis and 
the Gospel of John. This 
month we will be  
looking at the Noah’s 
ark story. 
  
Bible Study happens 
weekly via Zoom and  
in-person at Mount 
Hope’s Fireside Room. 
For now, we are looking 
at the texts as they occur 
in the lectionary (the 
weekly selected readings 
we have on Sunday).  
Recently we got into  
riveting topics about the 
formation of the Bible as 
we know it, the history 
of the Book of James in 
relation to the Lutheran 

church, and pondering 
the question ―Who are 
today’s prophets?‖ 
That being said, let’s look 
at scripture instead of the 
contents of scripture. For 
us as Christians, our 
scripture is the Bible,  
specifically the protestant 
Bible (the Catholic Bible 
has a few extra books our 
Bible omits). The word 
―Bible‖ originates from 
the Greek word for  
library; therefore, the  
Bible is a collection of 
books, letters, poems, 
songs, and other forms of 
literature, and is not  
necessarily one whole 
concise book. As a  
standalone book it does a 
terrible job of being one 
book. The characters shift 
from one passage to  
another, the threads that 
tie it together are not 
what we expect from a 
well-written novel, and 
the form of the book 
changes wildly through-
out a cover-to-cover  
reading. If an author were 
to write the Bible today in 
the form we know it, it 
would never make a  
Best-Seller’s list. 
  
This highlights why it is 
important to not always 
apply the same lens to 
one book of the Bible to 
any other. Again, the  
Bible has extra pieces that 
didn’t quite make it into 

https://www.elca.org/
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the library. They sit off 
on the side for one  
reason or another and 
these are called the 
Apocryphaor sometimes 
Deuterocanonical books. 
These books you might 
find in the Catholic 
Bible, the Dead Sea 
Scrolls, other texts, and 
so-on. Many of these 
books have studied 
with great critical and 
historical acclaim.  
Others remain dubious 
in their authenticity. 
  
―So what Bible should 
I use?‖ you may ask, 
and I’m so glad you 
asked. For starters, 
many books you’ll pick 
up are called versions 
and not translations. 
The most popular  
versions are King 
James (KJV), New  
International (NIV), 
and New Revised Stan-
dard (NRSV). The NIV 
might be the more 
popular Bible, but the 
NRSV is typically what 
the ELCA recom-
mends for textual study 
and preaching.  
Augsburg Fortress, our 
Lutheran publishing 
house, makes great  
Lutheran study  
Bibles with good  
context and footnotes 
for the NRSV. There 
are also many of these 
Lutheran study Bibles 

aimed at teens as well. 
The version that I have 
used throughout my 
Seminary Career has 
been the Harper 
Collin’s Study Bible 
(NRSV). This Bible is 
dotted with great foot-
notes and historical 
context as well as  
including Apocrypha 
texts. 
  
A few weeks ago in 
worship, I read from a 
paraphrase (not  
version) of the Bible 
called The Message. 
The Message by Eugene 
Peterson seeks to put 
things into more  
contemporary terms. It 
can be very useful to 
read the Bible this way 
and can help formulate 
both understanding and 
any new questions you 
might have about the 
contents of scripture. 
However, this is not 
recommended for 
scholarly or textual 
study. While useful in 
many ways, it is meant 
to be taken with a heavy 
dose of salt. 
  
Another copy I keep on 
my shelf is The  
Inclusive Bible. This 
Bible totes itself as the 
first egalitarian  
translation (not version, 
as it tries to hit the 
original language as 

much as possible rather 
than basing its wording 
off any version). This 
Bible attempts to  
remove some historical 
criticisms that just don’t 
fit in with modern  
society today. The  
language of this Bible is 
not so male-oriented, 
the notion and  
historical understanding 
of ancient slavery has 
been removed in favor 
for contemporary 
leader/follower  
language, and more. 
While an excellent 
translation and I can 
certainly see the value 
in it for trying to  
address the heart of the 
Bible while removing 
the outdated uncom-
fortable things our  

society no longer  
condones, it does  
sometimes do the 
reader a disservice by 
eliminating that  
historical context. It’s 
nice that it does the 
work for you to put it 
into today’s understand-
ing, but there is  
certainly something lost 
in ignoring or rewriting 
the more uncomfort-
able parts to divorce 
ourselves from early 
thinking and early  
authors. 
  
Finally, I also want to 
recommend A New 
New Testament. Yes, 
I wrote that correctly. I 
did mean to write New  
twice. As stated before,  
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continued from page 3 
 

a good portion of  
scriptural acceptable 
books were lost to  
history and time. Some of 
these were removed by 
select councils while  
others were buried and 
lost when the few follow-
ers that upheld it were 
wiped out. With new  
discoveries such as the 
Dead Sea Scrolls, A New 
New Testament attempts 
to place some of those 
texts back into our  
understanding of  

scripture along with new 
Gospels. A dedicated, 
well-educated, and multi-
denominational team 
spent an arduous amount 
of time researching,  
selecting, voting, and  
putting this book  
together. All of the books 
found within were  
selected for their  
historical and spiritual 
relevance and fit in the 
time scale of when the 
other books of the New 
Testament cropped up. It 
is certainly worth taking a 

look at and adding to any 
shelf. 
 
So come to Bible Study, 
Generations of Hope, or 
Pint-Sized Faith! Come to 
Confirmation if you are of 
age. There are plenty of 
opportunities to learn and 
grow together at Mount 
Hope. Hope to see you 
soon! 
 

God’s Peace, 
Pastor Stephen 

Greetings from your 
Governance Board, 
  
As fall begins the church 
activity switches into high 
gear! Generations of 
Faith (Intergenerational)
Sunday School, Bible 
Study, Pint-Sized Faith 
Theology and confirma-
tion have all started. 
Many opportunities to 
build relationships with 
each other while explor-
ing our faith. 
  
We also have the chance 
to continue building rela-
tionships with other 
ELCA West Allis 
churches. We will host 
the next outdoor service 
with Luther Memorial on 

October 3rd with the pet 
blessing. It will be fun to 
meet your furry family 
members. Rumor has it 
there will be another 
mystery performance in 
October (but without the 
dinner due to COVID). 
  
We also ask that you 
prayerfully consider be-
coming part of the inner 
workings of Mount 
Hope. We have openings 
on the facilities commit-
tee, the staff support 
committee, and the treas-
urer for the Governance 
Board. Reach out to Pas-
tor Stephen or Lynda 
Taylor if you want to 
learn more. 
  

Finally we want to thank 
you for all of your sup-
port for the ministry at 
Mount Hope through 
your prayers, and dona-
tions of time and re-
sources.    
  
Lynda Taylor 
President 
e-mail: lynda@mount 
hopelutheranchurch.org 
 

Jeff Sikich 
Vice President 
 

Holly Werra 
Secretary 
 

Eric Hertzfeldt 
Interim Treasurer 
 

Glen Norton 

Member at Large 

Governance Board 

 
*Special Note* 
All events and 
gatherings are 
subject to 
change. Many of 
them have  
digital backup 
plans, but we 
have to plan 
both for the best 
and the worst. 
Please be patient 
and gracious 
with our  
ministry teams 
as we work to 
navigate the best 
options for both 
the health and 
welfare of our 
congregation 
and community 
as well as  
providing 
chances to learn, 
grow, share, and 
stay connected 
even in the most 
isolating of 
times. 
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 Outdoor Joint Worship / Worship Schedule  

Joint Outdoor 
Worship and Pet  
Blessing with  
Luther Memorial  
Sunday, October 3  
9:30 a.m.  
Mount Hope Parking 
Lot/Lawn Area 
Bring your furry,  
feathered, or scaly 
friend as we celebrate 
God’s love for all  
creation.  
There will not be live- 
stream worship on  
Sunday, October 3rd.  
 

Sunday Morning  
In-Person Worship 
Every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 
in the Sanctuary. 
 

Sunday Evening  
In-Person Worship  
Service of the Word 
Every Sunday at 5:30 p.m. 
in the Chapel.  
 

Livestream Worship 
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. on 
Mt. Hope's YouTube 
channel (search Mount 
Hope Lutheran Church  
 

West Allis) or Mt. Hope's 
Facebook page. 
 

Recorded Worship 
Watch at your conven-
ience on Mt. Hope's  
YouTube channel (search 
Mount Hope Lutheran 
Church West Allis) or Mt. 
Hope's Facebook page. 
 
Masks are required during  
in-person worship at all times 
(regardless of vaccination 
status) except for children  
under 2 yrs. or those with 
breathing problems.  

Generations of Hope 
Sunday School for ages  
1-100  
October 19th  
3rd Sunday of every 
month after church at  
10:45 a.m. in the  
Fellowship Hall.  

 
Confirmation 
6th-8th grade youth 
October  10th & 24th  
Every 2nd and 4th  
Sunday after church  
at 10:45 a.m. in the 
Youth Room.  

 
Bible Study 
Adult Bible study 
October  7th, 14, 21st, 
28th 
Every Thursday at 1:00 

p.m. in the Fireside 
Room alongside a Zoom 
option. Please reach out 
to Pastor Stephen 
(pastorstephen 
@mounthopelutheran 
church.org) so that you 
can be on an e-mail list to 
receive the Zoom link.  

 
Pint-Sized Faith 
Adult Bible study and faith 
discussion 

October 12th  
Every 2nd Tuesday, via 
Zoom, at 7:00 p.m.  
Bring any kind of  
beverage you want and 
we will have a more  
informal faith discussion 
about a pre-selected topic 
or religious current 
events. Please reach out 

to Pastor Stephen (pastor 
stephen@mounthope 
lutheranchurch.org) so 
that you can be on an  
e-mail list to receive the 
Zoom link.  
 

 Faith Education 
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 Special Event: Mount Hope Players 

Marty’s Mystery Dinner Party is now Marty’s Party – A 
Reformation Mystery. Mark your calendars for  
Saturday, October 30th at 6:30 p.m. for a performance 
from the Mount Hope Players.  
 
Mysterious folks gather at Martin and Katie’s home for 
an evening of celebration, while one of Martin’s most 
famous document disappears! Come for an evening of 
laughter, singing, and acting antics as the Mount Hope 
Players take you through a parody of the Reformation 
era. Masks will be required to be worn throughout the 
performance. The performance will take place in Mount 
Hope’s sanctuary. There will be freewill offering to help 
benefit future Mount Hope Productions and Hope  
Ministries. 

Did you ever wonder 
how many people are 
involved in keeping the 
Hope Ministries going? 
We were wondering, 
too! So we paused to 
take a count. We  
currently have 27  
volunteers helping at 
the Hope Ministries. 
Wow! Of these, twenty 
are women and seven 
are men. Thirteen are 
members of Mt. Hope 
and fourteen are not 
members. Our current 
―open days‖ are  
Mondays and  
Thursdays from 11:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  and 
Saturdays from 10:00 
a.m. to Noon. On a 
typical day we have  

between four and ten 
volunteers helping to tag 
clothing, sort socks and 
underwear, pack grocery 
orders, bag clothing for 
families, stock pantry 
shelves, and organize 
hangers, among other 
things. The great thing 
about being a Hope  
Ministries volunteer is 
that you never need to 
sign up for a particular 
time or day! You just 
show up! There are many 
opportunities to help 
with special events as 
well – putting together 
and distributing  
Thanksgiving food 
boxes, collecting  
Christmas toys, wrapping 
toys on distribution day, 

helping with parking lot 
drives, etc. Watch for  
opportunities to get a 
peek at how this amazing 
ministry operates. And a 
huge THANK YOU to 
our dedicated volunteers!!   
 
Donna Jonasen 
Hope Closet Coordinator 
 
Linda Helminski 
Hope Pantry Coordinator 

Hope Ministries 
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 Worship: Music  

Instrumental  
Ensemble is Back! 
It’s time to make some 
music again!  
 
We will start rehearsals 
again on October 3rd 
and October 10th from 
8:30 to 9:15 a.m. in the 
Quilter’s Room, and 
play at the 9:30 a.m. 
worship service on  
October 24. 

Instrumental Ensemble is 
open to youth and adults 
of all ages and all instru-
ments. If you have at least 
1 year experience on a 
band or orchestra instru-
ment, keyboard, guitar, or 
any other instrument, 
there is a place for you in  
Instrumental Ensemble. 
Haven’t played in a while 
and thought about  
wanting to play again but 

haven’t done so, then here 
is your chance. Want to 
join but can’t make it in 
October? We will also be 
playing at the worship  
services on November 14 
and December 12. 
 
For more information, 
please contact Pat Kaiser 
(414) 315-3788. 

For many years Mount 
Hope has had beautiful  
flowers on the alter for 
worship services. Even 
when Janet (our  
supplier) sold her 
flower shop, she  
continued to provide 
lovely bouquets at a 
very reasonable price 
and deliver them in  
person every Saturday.  
We so appreciate her 
dedication. 
 

But that chapter is 
closed as her supplier 
closed shop and now 
she has no means to 
obtain flowers and  
supplies at a reasonable 
cost.  
 

So we must move on to 
making decisions on 
how to proceed. This is 
not a matter of 
money—it is a matter 

of who will do the work 
with what materials. 
 

Do we want flowers 
every Sunday? If some-
one has a special birthday 
or anniversary, and wants 
flowers, how will they be 
gotten? Florists would 
charge at least $35 or 
more for one bouquet, 
plus a delivery fee. Would 
someone like to bring 
flowers from their  
garden?  The church has 
vases. We could have 
sign up sheets—pick a 
date, sign your name, and 
be responsible to get the 
flowers to church. There 
could be other ways to 
do this, so put on your 
thinking caps and share 
your ideas. My phone 
number is 414-235-3805 
(if you get the answering 
machine, please leave 
your name and phone 

number, and I will get 
back to you). 
 

Please think about how 
you can help!! Thank you.  
 

Carrol Jerdee     
414-235-3805 

 Worship: Altar Flowers 
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Coming Out Beloved 
October 9th  
The Greater Milwaukee 
Synod Reconciling in 
Christ Ministry Team is 
offering a worship  
opportunity called 
―Coming Out Beloved‖ 
on Saturday October, 9 
at 10:30 a.m. at Lake 
Park Lutheran Church 
(2647 N. Stowell Ave., 
Milwaukee). Bring your 
family and friends, lawn 
chairs and blankets. 
Outside service, weather 
permitting. In case of 
inclement weather we 
will meet inside. We are 
also inviting people to 
bring a bag lunch for 
you and your family so 
we can have a time of 
fellowship afterwards. 
Wearing of masks is 
strongly encouraged.  

 
Curious Church 
October 26th  
Our synod’s Mission  
Table will host an hour-
long, monthly gathering 
on Zoom for Christians 
who want to dream  
together about where 
God is leading the 
Church. Come, hear  
inspiring reflections 
from others. No  
experience is needed.  
All voices are welcome. 
New topics in future 
months, every 4th  

Tuesday from 6:30-
7:30 pm. Get the 
Zoom link at: https://
milwaukeesynod.org/
curious/ 
The event is hosted by the 
Greater Milwaukee Synod 
Mission Table. Contact  
Rev. Matthew Short 
at matt@milwaukeesynod.
org with questions. 

 
Learning and Telling 
the Story:  
Deconstructing  
Racism 
November 5, 6 &12: 
Synod-Wide on 
Zoom 
Spots are limited. Reg-
ister today! 
We've scheduled a new 
session of our Anti-
Racism Training this 
fall. This workshop is  
designed for  
congregation teams 

and  
individuals who want to 
deepen their understand-
ing of racism and the part 
we all play in upholding 
and maintaining the  
system. The workshop 
will be grounded in the 
stories of participants, 
stories of the Bible, and 
stories of history. We will 
examine the construction 
and meaning of racism, 
provide tools to under-
stand our own place 
within systems of  
oppression, and identify 
steps and opportunities 
to grow in both  
understanding and action. 
Register at: https://
milwaukeesynod.org/
events/ 
This event is limited to 23 
participants. Register as soon 
as possible to participate. A 
waiting list will open when 

Greater Milwaukee Synod Events 

 

October  
Milestone  
Celebrations 
 

Wedding  
Anniversaries 
Celebrating 50+ years 
 

DeVere & Corinne 
Seflow - 66 
 

Wally & Sharon 
Kopacz - 53 
 

Russell & Kathy 
Kantor - 52 
 
Birthdays 
Celebrating 90+ years 
 

Frank Janosch - 92 
 

Joyce Rowell - 92 
 
 

https://milwaukeesynod.org/curious/
https://milwaukeesynod.org/curious/
https://milwaukeesynod.org/curious/


 

 

Pastor 
Rev. Stephen Boyhont 
Office: 414-541-9500 
x103  
Cell: 717-575-4891  
e-mail: pastorstephen 
@mounthope 
lutheranchurch.org 
 

Staff 
Larry Alber 
Bookkeeper  
Accounts Payable 
414-541-9500 x102 
e-mail: larry@ 
mounthopelutheran 
church.org 
 

Bonnie Jean Barczak 
Hope Choir Director 
Handbell Choir  
Director 
 

Chris Conklyn 
Custodian  
414-541-9500 x109 
e-mail: office@ 
mounthopelutheran 
church.org 
 

Mary Felkner 
Accounts Receivable  
414-541-9500 x113 
e-mail: mary@ 
mounthopelutheran 
church.org 

 

Donna Ihlenfeld 
Administrative  
Assistant 
414-541-9500 x101 
e-mail: donna@ 
mounthopelutheran 
church.org 
 

Mount Hope  
Lutheran Church  
8633 W. Becher St. 
West Allis, WI 53227 

 
Phone:  
414-541-9500 

 
E-mail:  
office@mounthope 
lutheranchurch.org 

 
Website:   
mounthopelutheran 
church.org 

 
Subscribe to our  

e-mail news at 
mounthopelutheran 
church.org.  

 
Church Office 
The church office is 
closed to visitors at this 
time. Staff are working  
both in the office and at 
home. Feel free to  
contact us by phone or  
e-mail. Voicemail and  
e-mail messages are 
checked throughout the 
day (Monday-Friday).  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Donna Jonasen 
Worship Leader  
414-690-8371  
e-mail: donnajonasen 
@gmail.com 

 
Governance 
Board 
Lynda Taylor 
President 
e-mail: lynda@mount 
hopelutheranchurch.org 
 

Jeff Sikich 
Vice-President 
 

Holly Werra 
Secretary  

Eric Hertzfeldt 
Interim Treasurer 

Glen Norton 
Member At-Large 

 
Church Opening 
Task Force 
Diane Guenther-Weis, 
Chairperson 
414-708-8242 
e-mail: winemaker 
diane@yahoo.com 
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Friday, October 1 
Saturday, October 2 
 10:00 am Hope Ministries  
 1:30 pm LCC Church 
Sunday, October  3 
 8:30 am Instrumental Ensemble 
 8:30 am Praise Band 
 9:30 am Outdoor Worship and  
  Pet Blessing with  
  Luther Memorial (at  
  Mt. Hope) 
 11:00 am LCC Church 
 5:30 pm In-Person Worship 
Monday, October 4 
 11:00 am Hope Ministries 
 6:00 pm WISH Support Group 
Tuesday, October 5 
 6:45 pm Milwaukee Festival City  

 Chorus 
 7:00 pm Boy Scout Troop 580 
Wednesday, October 6 
 9:00 am Quilters Group 
 10:00 AM Book Group 
 6:30 pm CA Group 
 6:30 pm Bell Choir 
 7:00 pm Governance Board 
Thursday, October  7 
 11:00 am Hope Ministries 
 1:00 pm Bible Study 
Friday, October 8 
Saturday, October 9 
GMS ‘Coming Out Beloved’ Worship 
10:30 am (Lake Park Lutheran) 
 10:00 am Hope Ministries  
 1:30 pm LCC Church 
Sunday, October 10 
 8:30 am Instrumental Ensemble 
 8:30 am Praise Band 
 9:30 am Worship: In-Person 
 9:30 am  Worship: Livestream 
 10:45 am  Confirmation 
 11:00 am LCC Church 
 5:30 pm In-Person Worship 
Monday, October 11 
GMS Fall Leadership Conference (Lake 
Geneva) 

 11:00 am Hope Ministries 
 5:00 pm Sons of Norway:  
   Member Meeting 
 6:00 pm WISH Support Group 
 Tuesday, October 12 
GMS Fall Leadership Conference (Lake 
Geneva) 
 6:45 pm Milwaukee Festival City  

 Chorus 
 7:00 pm Boy Scout Troop 580 
 7:00 pm Pint-Sized Faith 
Wednesday, October  13 
GMS Fall Leadership Conference (Lake 
Geneva) 
 9:00 am Quilters Group 
 6:30 pm CA Group 
 6:30 pm Bell Choir 
 7:00 pm LCC Church 
Thursday, October  14 
 11:00 am Hope Ministries 
 1:00 pm Bible Study 
Friday, October 15 
Saturday, October 16 
 10:00 am Hope Ministries  
 1:30 pm LCC Church 
Sunday, October 17 
 8:30 am Praise Band 
 9:30 am Worship: In-Person 
 9:30 am  Worship: Livestream 
 10:45 am Generations of Hope 
 11:00 am LCC Church 
 5:30 pm Worship: In-Person  
Monday, October 18 
 11:00 am Hope Ministries 
 6:00 pm WISH Support Group 
Tuesday, October 19 
 6:45 pm Milwaukee Festival City  

  Chorus 
 7:00 pm Boy Scout Troop 580 
Wednesday, October 20 
 9:00 am Quilters Group 
 6:30 pm CA Group 
 6:30 pm Bell Choir 
 7:00 pm Governance Board 
 
 

Thursday, October  21 
 11:00 am Hope Ministries 
 1:00 pm Bible Study 
Friday, October  22 
Saturday, October 23 
 10:00 am Hope Ministries  
 1:30 pm LCC Church  
Sunday, October 24 
 8:30 am Praise Band 
 9:30 am Worship: In-Person 
 9:30 am  Worship: Livestream 
 10:45 am Confirmation 
 11:00 am LCC Church 
 5:30 pm Worship: In-Person  
Monday, October  25 
 11:00 am Hope Ministries 
 6:00 pm WISH Support Group 
Tuesday, October 26 

6:45 pm Milwaukee Festival City  
  Chorus 

 7:00 pm Boy Scout Troop 580 
Wednesday, October 27 
 9:00 am Quilters Group 
 6:00 pm Sons of Norway:  
   Language Class 
 6:30 pm CA Group 
 6:30 pm Bell Choir 
 7:00 pm LCC Church 
Thursday, October 28 
 11:00 am Hope Ministries 
 1:00 pm Bible Study 
Friday, October  29 
Saturday, October 30 
 10:00 am Hope Ministries  
 6:30 pm Marty’s Party:  
   A Reformation Mystery  
Sunday, October 31 
Reformation Day 
Halloween 
 8:30 am Praise Band 
 9:30 am Worship: In-Person 
 9:30 am  Worship: Livestream 
 10:45 am Confirmation 
 11:00 am LCC Church 
 5:30 pm Worship: In-Person 
 


