
1.  This is the first time Dynamic Catholic has produced music. Why is it important to 
minister with music? 

Wright: The Church has always ministered through music, and I believe that the world is longing 
for new and innovative sacred music. Through music, we hear God’s voice in new and creative 
ways. The Advent and Christmas seasons present unique opportunities as we turn our gaze to 
sacred things. O Emmanuel blends the rich tradition of sacred music with contemporary sounds 
to speak to our hearts in a familiar but fresh way. 

2.  Dynamic Catholic’s mission is “to re-energize the Catholic Church in America.”  
How does this CD fulfill that mission?

Wright: The full mission of Dynamic Catholic is “to re-energize the Catholic Church in America 
by developing world-class resources that inspire people to discover the genius of Catholicism.” 
Music is an underutilized area in the modern Church. Traditionally, music has been an important 
ministry to connect Christ’s message with our lives in a direct and meaningful way. O Emmanuel 
is a gift to a Church and world that is longing for an innovative take on sacred music. This offering 
is an invitation to those looking to engage on a deeper level with their spiritual and emotional  
lives this Christmas. 

3.  How do the ten spirit-filled tracks of O Emmanuel take listeners on a journey through 
the Advent and Christmas seasons?

Wright: O Emmanuel is a musical and textual journey toward the arrival of Christ at Christmas. 
This work presents a new opportunity to take an active role in the Christmas story we know so 
well. Advent is a time where we reflect on prophecy and preparation. Put another way, Advent 
is where we can look for Christ in our personal histories—we can reflect on how God has made 
himself present in our lives and how this presence can inform where we want to go and what we 
want to do. Christmas is when Christ enters the fabric of our history and becomes fully present 
to humanity—it’s an opportunity to make Christ present in our now. O Emmanuel uses music 
to unpack the richness of ancient Christian texts and helps the listener imagine them anew.  
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By engaging in this musical meditation, we can come to realize that, at Christmas, we are not 
waiting for something to happen to us anymore; we can become the happening. We can make 
Christ alive in ourselves and bring him into the world. 

4.  O Emmanuel is based on the “O Antiphons.” How did you fashion the texts into a 
modern-day listening experience? 

Wright: The “O Antiphons,” used in the Catholic Church since at least the eighth century, are 
a set of hymns sung at evening prayers during the final seven days of Advent, December 17-23. 
Each of the seven texts addresses Christ with an illustrative title, briefly describes the title, and is 
followed by “Veni” (“Come”), calling for deliverance using language based on the aforementioned 
title. I have continued the narrative through Christ’s birth by including two additional texts in 
Movements 8 and 9 for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 

5.  How did you create the blend of traditional and contemporary sounds in O Emmanuel? 

Wright: There are similarities between certain groupings of the “O Antiphons.” The first three 
Antiphons point toward extremely ancient names for Christ: Wisdom, Lord, Root of Jesse. The 
movements progress, just like salvation history, until we arrive at the fulfillment of the prophecy, 
the birth of Christ. I thought I could highlight this progression by having the texts that spoke 
about the most ancient ideas use the most ancient sounding music: Gregorian chant. As a result, 
the first three movements are infused, to varying degrees, with the original Gregorian chant 
melodies. I also wanted this piece to include the more familiar rhythms of contemporary music, 
which were communicated through the children’s choir. I used the piece to survey many of the 
musical techniques that have been used throughout the development of Christian sacred music. 
My thought was that as the text progressed forward in history, so too would it’s musical treatment. 

6. How does your background in both jazz and sacred music influence O Emmanuel?

Wright: For six weeks I studied Advent and Christmas texts before assembling the final texts for 
O Emmanuel. In my research I was overwhelmed by the historical and theological range of the “O 
Antiphons” and wondered how I could create a seamless narrative with such a broad palette of 



textual expression. I started writing the music by picking the text that resonated most with me, 
walking back and forth in my studio, and repeating over and over “O Radiant dawn, shine on those 
who dwell in darkness  .  .  . ” I must have tried it with one hundred different melodies and rhythms 
until I started hearing a tambourine in the background of my thoughts. At first I pushed it away, 
but the rhythm kept coming through more emphatically until I heard the children’s voices burst 
out in my imagination, singing the melody that can be heard in “Oriens.” I wasn’t sure where it 
came from, but it seemed like the perfect way to express this joyous and hope-filled text. I decided 
O Emmanuel would be a journey through time through the lens of musical styles both old and new. 

7.  How does O Emmanuel foster a childlike wonder and joy for the Christmas  season? 

Wright: The Notre Dame Children’s Choir exudes wonder and joy in everything they do, and you 
can hear it very clearly in O Emmanuel. Children provide us with a wonderful opportunity to see 
the beauty in simplicity. During the Advent and Christmas seasons we reflect on the mystery of 
a child coming to bring salvation. The sound of children’s voices brings this mystery alive in a 
simple, but powerful way. 

8.  How do you hope this album renews church music?

Wright: My hope is that O Emmanuel helps inspire a whole new generation of musicians to 
create world-class expressions of Christianity through art. O Emmanuel features the Notre 
Dame Children’s Choir performing on the same level as professional musicians. The simple acts 
of working together, day after day, to learn music and to care for one another are at the core of 
the choir’s mission. I believe that giving children the opportunity to connect in a meaningful way 
with sacred music will fill them with enough hope to create a Church and world that is filled with 
beautiful and engaging music. 


