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Committed to Security

Duolingo recognizes that reliable and secure test results are critical to the institutions who use 

them. Therefore, the integrity of the Duolingo English Test is the highest priority. 

Since the Duolingo English Test is administered in a unique way, it calls for innovative security 

protocols. As a result, the Duolingo English Test integrates a series of advanced security 

measures so that you can be confident in the results. In addition, Duolingo is committed to 

ongoing security enhancements as technology evolves.

Secure by Design

The computer adaptive design of the 

Duolingo English Test ensures that 

every test session is unique. In 

addition, sophisticated detection 

protocols identify if test integrity is 

compromised.
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Preemptive Measures

The onboarding portion of the test details the test rules to prevent activities that will invalidate 

results. The following actions are not allowed:

Preventing Violations

Innovative Design and Computer Adaptive Administration

The innovative design of the Duolingo English Test guarantees that each test session is 

unique.

Constructed using machine learning and natural language processing technologies which 

allow for the generation of an extremely large pool of test items compared to traditional 

exams. 

In addition, the test difficulty and sequence of questions adapts to each test taker. 

Furthermore, there is no set number of questions. The test ends when has the grading engine 

has reached a confidence threshold in the test taker’s score.

Browser Lockdown

If a test taker attempts to access another application during the test, the test session will end 

automatically, and they will have to restart the test. 

• Interacting with anyone during the test

• Use of headphones or earbuds

• Looking off screen

• Moving out of frame of the camera

• Accessing any outside material or devices
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Detecting Violations

Three Tiered Identity Verification

The test taker’s identity is verified by a trained human proctor by comparing an approved 

government issued photo ID, a picture of the test taker, and a video of the test session.

Sophisticated Data Forensics

Analytics identify invalid results through irregular response patterns. In addition, integrated test 

items are designed to detect rule breaking.

Advanced Proctoring Process

In order to certify the results, trained human proctors review each test session in a three stage 

monitoring process. Using the test video, audio, and screen recording, Proctors examine:

Video Interview and Writing Sample

The video interview and writing sample are shared with partner institutions to compare 

the overall score with the test taker’s productive skills. The video interview also serves as 

permanent record of identity verification. 

• The test taker’s environment

• Eye movement

• Background noise

• Irregular behavior

• And other suspicious activity


