
Proclaiming the Gospel through Art 
By Collin Huber 

The intersection of faith and artistic expression was explored at the 2016 
Calvin Festival of Faith hosted by Calvin College in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. As part of an immersion course, a group of thirteen DTS 
students and one professor attended the festival alongside career 
professionals and aspiring creators of the publishing world to glean from 
a heavyweight lineup of speakers. So what did we learn? Or perhaps 
more importantly, how do we make sense of the connection between 
personal faith and the written word? 

“We	arrange	
sentences	and	
paragraphs	in	the	
hopes	of	drawing	
others	to	the	true	
gi4	of	knowing	
Christ.”	

In one of the first 
sessions, famed 
artist Makoto 

Fujimura, director of 
the Brehm Center at Fuller Theological Seminary, attempted to explain a 
numberof his paintings. He used a digital presentation projected onto a 
large screen draped from the ceiling. About halfway through the talk, 
Fujimura lamented the inability of pixilated images to convey the 
delicacies of his craft saying, “Digital images are teasers to, hopefully, 
draw people to the real work.” In many ways, this offhanded statement 
captured my time at the festival. 

Writing, like reading, creates an experience deeper than simply admiring 
ink shaped images on a page. Writing moves us, for better or worse. 



From person to person, writing has affected us all in profound ways. 
God saw fit to reveal himself to us through the written words of 
Scripture. And we dare not forget the Word who became flesh and dwelt 
among us (John 1:14). Christians are called out of darkness by the grace 

of our King to proclaim his excellencies to those wandering in the 
shadows (1 Pet. 2:9). Though our words will undoubtedly fall short in 
the full measure of this task, we arrange sentences and paragraphs in the 
hopes of drawing others to the true gift of knowing Christ. 

I once heard someone say all writing is political because it is never 
neutral. If this is true, then all writing is also theological because each 
man and woman is made in the image of God. As Christians, we have, in 
writing, a platform from which to cast our Lord in as elegant a form 
possible. The biennial Festival of Faith and Writing refreshed my 
remembrance of this call and urged me to pursue writing for the sake of 
the gospel. 
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