
Technology  
Meets Theology  

During Arts Week
By Sarah Frase

An annual gift from the Media Arts and Wor-
ship department to the school, DTS Arts Week 

invites students and faculty further into the 
conversation between theology and the arts. The 

discussion feeds our minds and souls and equips us 
to create our own imaginative spaces. This year the 

Media Arts and Worship department will develop a more 
expansive picture of technology. “We’ll explore new media 

as well as physical materials to reintroduce us to the physical 
world in light of an increasing virtual reality,” said Shannon 
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From the Editor
Exercise—we either love to sweat or we put off going to the gym in favor of a little 
light reading in something like Kant’s Critique of Pure Reason. In this edition of the 
DTS Student Paper, I encourage you to lay aside your heavy reading in order to 
stretch your heart and your mind over some topics explored by your fellow 
DTS students. Daniel Lightsey and Chad Rosell reflect on the benefits of stu-
dent group involvement. Lindsay VanGorden and Hayley Brady encour-
age us to strengthen our forgiveness and memory muscles. Sarah Frase 
exhorts us to work out the coupling between art and technology 
during Arts Week. Matthew Larson contributes a personal lesson 
he gained through a military training drill, while Ashley Tieper-
man shares a milestone she experienced over the summer. 
And our imaginations will bulk up as we read creative fiction 
and poetry from Janae Ward and Jennifer Cheek. So grab 
that protein drink and enjoy this latest copy of the DTS 
Student Paper. And as you continue your training at 
DTS, let me know if you think of an interesting sto-
ry the rest of us would benefit from by sending it 
to me at studentpaper@dts.edu. 

We’d love to hear from you.

studentpaper@dts.edu

(continued on next page)
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“Scripture has much 
to say about media 
and its creators.”
-John Dyer

Sarah Eleanor Frase is a Media Arts and Worship student in 
her last year at DTS. You can read more of her work on her 
website: thewritefrase.com.

Reibenstein, the MW department project manager.
The speaker for the week is DTS’s own executive 
director of Communi-
cations and Educational 
Technology, John Dyer. 
“We’re serving our stu-
dents well by bringing 
them an inside voice,” 
Reibenstein said. “John 
has more than ten years 
of experience as a web 
developer for Apple, Mi-
crosoft, and the Depart-
ment of Defense. He is 
phenomenally qualified 
to speak on technology 
and theology, yet may-
be has been typecast as 
the ‘tech guy.’” 
Dyer will make a case for 
the need of pastors and 
theologians to dialogue with coders and artists. 
He will begin by introducing the myriad of hidden 
ways that technology and design shape our spir-
ituality. Dyer said, “We tend to adopt technology 
in three stages: first as a toy to play with, then as a 
tool that is useful, and finally as an unquestioned 
part of the environment.” In his second talk Dyer 

will address two major views of technology, leading 
us to the middle ground between “technology is 

the destroyer of worlds” and 
“technology is innocuous or 
neutral.” 
“Scripture has much to 
say about media and its 
creators. It’s important we 
recognize the role of phys-
ical spaces and design in 
our spiritual formation in an 
increasingly digital world,” 
Dyer said. Looking more 
closely at technology’s 
impact on our daily lives can 
aid us in identifying some of 
our gnostic tendencies that 
we no longer see. Reiben-
stein added, “As believers, 

we’re deeply invested in 
changing our brains, our neu-

ral pathways—through Scripture. We’re equally in-
vested in meeting God where we are bodily, in our 
gardens, in the shared meals we have with friends, 
and how we show affection to our grandchildren.” 
We also need to be aware of technology’s impact 
on our brains.
In his third talk Dyer will invite us back to the future, 
glancing forward at the plausibility of artificial intel-
ligence and how technology affects our humanity. 
Dyer said, “There is a qualitative difference between 
today’s phones and previous technology. While past 
technologies were extensions of our bodies in the 
world, today we see devices as extensions of our 
minds and even our souls.” 
In his final address Dyer will invite the DTS commu-
nity to reflect on what our worship space says about 
our theology. As DTS considers whether to renovate 
or rebuild a chapel space, we must ask what we want 
that physical space to communicate about what 
we believe. “If the medium is the message,” Dyer 
said, “then the renovation of our campus says much 
about who we are.”
DTS Arts Week is this October 17–21. 

John Dyer, Author of From The Garden to The City
Photo Credit: fromthegardentotheycity.com
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A Polly Pocket in Narnia
By Jennifer Cheek

The shelf creaks 
as my mom pulls 
out the moldy 
singing book in 
front of me. We 
sit in front of the 
sound pipes, so 
I plug my ears 
while we sing 
words I don’t 
know like “thou” 

and “diadem.” 
Mom whispers that “diadem” means “princess 
crown.” Molly, the one already in third grade, told 
me that in big church you can’t just sing the words in 
stacks, even though we could sit down sooner that 
way. The thin layers have numbers, and you have to 
scrape one off—like shaved ice—then go back for 
the next layer until you sing them all.  
We sing and stand and sing and stand and sing and 
stand and finally after the princess song, Pastor Harris 
lets us sit. I thunk down on our pew and reach for 

Polly’s purple mansion in my church bag. Its sticky 
with melted crayon bits and stale Goldfish crumbs. 
All her friends make their way to her wave pool party. 
I take out all the mini-pencils sticking up from their 
holes next to the singing book’s shelf. More pools! 
Just like the ones from Narnia the two kids jumped in 
to escape the crazy Witch. 
Polly dives in and disappears. I drop one of the pen-
cils back in, but it doesn’t fall as far as it did before. 
Mr. Harris starts sweating and yelling. I lean over to 
whisper to dad, but his eyes shout back louder than 
the preacher—later. 
Kneeling down on the ground in the blue flowery 
dress mom ironed this morning, I squint into the hole 
and breathe in fresh pine and pencil lead. Her shoes 
say “TM” on the bottom. Polly never returned from 
Narnia. I would stay too.

Jennifer Cheek is a native of Dallas. She is 
a master’s student in the Media Arts and 
Worship department. She enjoys working 
full-time during the day for a travel agency 
that helps non-profits and churches organize 
their group air travel.
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An Airman’s Advice for Success

During my pre-commissioning education I experi-
enced a training event that had lasting impact. The 
task involved six cadets. We were taken to a courtyard 
and blindfolded. A cluster of trees—each tree tied by 
a rope to the one next to it—stood before us. Our task 
was to follow each other around with one hand on 
the rope to find “it”. We could not speak to each other, 
let go of the rope, or remove our blindfold. Once we 
found it--or if we needed help--we were instructed to 
raise our hands.

One by one my peers disappeared from around me, 
confirming to me that whatever we were looking for, it 
was nearby. My determination increased. After twenty 
minutes of walking around the circle, however, I be-
came more and more frustrated. I sensed that I was one 
of the only ones left. Clearly I had missed the objec-
tive—I gave up and raised my hand for help. Immedi-
ately, I was pulled away. I removed my blindfold. There 
was no “it”. The purpose was to teach us that asking for 

help early in a task makes the assignment easier.
This lesson stuck with me. I’ve applied it many times at 
DTS. Online learning can feel like a blindfold to some 
students. We don’t see others ask for help and often 
feel alone in our endeavors. If we approach our tasks 
with humility and raise our hands early, we might dis-
cover the exact help we need.

By Matthew Larson

Matthew Larson serves as a captain in the US Air 
Force. He currently serves at Tyndall AFB in Florida. 
Matthew is a MBTS student and feels passionately 
about leading mission trips to the unreached corners 
of the world.
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The 490 Challenge

This competition’s for you, type A, overachieving semi-
narian. You doodle in perfect Turabian, navigate Turpin 
like your childhood home, and rumor has it, once 
murmured Article V of the 
doctrinal statement in your 
sleep. Allow me to acquaint 
you with your next con-
quest.
Starting now, you have ex-
actly 24 hours to complete 
one of the following tasks:

490 consecutive pushups or 
sit-ups

Give a random stranger 
$490 

Watch the clock 
490 seconds straight (8 min, 9 sec)

Why? 
Because you can—and you’ve never turned down a 
dare. 

Now, you’ve probably figured out where I’m headed—

Matthew 18:22—and the whole 70x7=490-and-how-
to-forgive-your-neighbor-command. And with your 
seminary training you can sniff a scriptural hyperbole a 

mile away. So let me quali-
fy—no, Jesus didn’t literal-
ly mean, “Got that boys, on 
the 491st time you get the 
option.” He meant forgive 
excessively—at all times. 
I think at times our brains 
are guilty of storing con-
cepts like forgiveness in an 
unchallenged and abstract 
neural form. Of course we 
try to forgive, but how 
often in our day-to-day do 

we actively whittle away 
our grudge against:

The car that cut us off five times on I-75?

The family member whose venom keeps giving each 
holiday season?

The ignorant individual who’s never lived an instant in 
your shoes?

Lew’s a nickname she picked up on the way. If you like exploring the 
tension between science and Christianity, her real name is Lindsay 
and she’s up for coffee and a good chat anytime.

By Lew VanGorden

“He meant forgive 
excessively at all 
times.”

So here’s your chance to put your forgiveness frame-
work to the test. 
Do you physically live in a non-stop state of love, easily 
flexing and expertly conditioning your selfless compas-
sion muscles—like it takes to complete 490 consecutive 
pushups? Do you unflinchingly welcome the discom-
fort of reconciliation, and laugh at the high personal 
cost incurred to exchange a hard-earned grudge for 
free grace (i.e. like giving a perfect stranger $490)? And 
in this 24/7, instant coffee, drive-thru-world can you 
100% detach from the rat race and remember that for-
giveness takes time and patience—like the agonizing 
task of watching the clock 490 straight seconds. 
So what do you think student—can you tackle the 490 
challenge?
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An Advocate for Students

Aside from knowing God, knowing who 
you are and why you’re here are two of the 
most foundational aspects of life. These 
essential factors guide and influence people 
in virtually everything they do. An organiza-
tion must also know and have a purpose in 
order to perform effectively.  

As the 2016–17 president of Student Coun-
cil, I’d like to introduce you to our organiza-
tion.

The mission of the Student Council is to 
lead, serve, and represent the student body 
of Dallas Theological Seminary. We intend 
to lead students by serving and represent-
ing their collective needs to DTS’s admin-
istration. The Student Council is meant to 
be an intermediary between students and 
the administration. We also fund and help 
coordinate all aspects of the student groups 
across campus. We’re an advocate for stu-
dents. 

Student Council acts structurally as a mir-
ror of the seminary’s executive team. This 
team consists of the president, VP of Aca-
demic Affairs, VP of Student Services, VP of 
Advancement, VP of Business and Finance, 
and VP of Operations. Each member of the 
Student Council meets on a consistent basis 
with their appropriate counterpart on the 
executive team. 

We aim to listen and understand the day-
to-day needs and ideas of the student body 
and relay them to our faculty counterpart. 
Our desire is to meet the needs of students 
and push the status quo by implementing 
some of these new ideas. 

We are serving leaders in order to glorify 
God in our pursuit of fulfilling our mission. 
Help us in that pursuit. Keep us accountable 
to our mission. Let us know how we can 
serve you. You may email us at student-
council@dts.edu or find us on Facebook at 
facebook.com/dtsstudentcouncil.

Chad is a ThM 
student and the 
2016–17 presi-
dent of Student 
Council. He is 
passionate about 
discipleship, lead-
ership, teaching, 
and taking people 
on study tours to 
Israel. 

By Chad Rosell

Your Student Council
Dani Murphy: Spiritual Life Board President 

Jurrita Williams: VP for Advancement 
Chad Rosell: President

Jazmine Sanchez: VP for Student Services 
Marc-Andre Caron: VP for Academic Affairs

Eunbi Grace Choi: VP for Business and Finance
Robert Hatfield: VP for Operations

“Our desire is to 
meet the needs  
of students.”
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Milestones
By Ashley Tieperman

Ashley is a freelance 
writer for Irving Bible 
Church. Her work 
has recently been 
published on Upwor-
thy. She writes on 
her blog, ashleytie-
perman.com, and 
launched an online 
community called 
the Addicted to Love 
Club. She will gradu-
ate this semester from 
DTS with a MBTS.

This summer my grandfather started 
emphasizing how to do things. He’s 
always shared his wisdom, like, “If 
you count your pennies, then your 
dollars will grow,” he’d say in his 
West Virginia accent. But these days, 
we’re learning  how to handle every-
day details; we listen harder, remem-

bering so we know how to take care 
of it all when he’s gone.
He bought property on Lake Gaston 
when my mom was five. Since then, 
he’s built 
a house, 
two 
docks, 
and four 
genera-
tions of 
kids who 
all keep 
growing. 
When I 
visit the 
lake, I still 
feel like 
I’m five 
and learning how  
to wobble on the baby, tied-together 
skis.
This year, my grandfather needed 
surgery and had to arrive later in the 
season than normal, which left me, 
my mom, and my aunt learning  
over the phone how to turn on water, 
and start the lawn mower, and vacu-
um up spiders to get ready  
for a new summer. Exhausted  
after our day of grasping how to dust 
off those lingering memories  
to make room for new ones, we 

limped to the dock to catch the 
sunset. It felt like making it to the 
cliffhanger at the end of one chapter, 
while waiting in suspense for all the 
next days of rise and fall.
Whether it’s his knowledge of the 
daily stuff or his greater wisdom  
for living, we still have so much  
to learn.
This is only one chapter, one mile-
stone in this life that keeps collecting 
miles in the same way I used  

to gather 
and count 
treasures on 
the shore-
line when I 
was five and 
building my 
treasured 
collection of 
shells and 
stones.
 I think God 
has a thing 
for miles 
and stones, 

letting us keep them and treasure 
them, as a way to learn and feel and 
remember.
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My Muscles Remind Me of Israel

Long after dust settles on my olive wood 
and shofar souvenirs, my muscles will re-
member Israel. The combination of mental 
and physical exertion permanently etched 
my brain with Israel’s geography. God  
imprinted his land and his story on my heart 
from Dan to Beersheba.
The burn in my calves from bounding up 
the stairs in Todd evokes that first burn my 
calves felt as I trekked up the steep incline 
of the Mount of Olives. Uneven pavement 
on Swiss Avenue conjures up the memory 
of ascending the craggy steps in old Jerusa-
lem. As I climb onto a stair master, each step 
reminds my muscles of the more than seven 
hundred steps up Masada’s Snake Path.
As I open the Bible now and read a passage, 
my ocular muscles summon up mental pic-
tures of Israel.  Names of places that I once 
stumbled over now leap out at me. I took a 
selfie, ate ice-cream, or attempted a pull-up 

in tiny towns under 
Israel’s blazing sun. 
Though my Facebook 
pictures from the sum-
mer have long scrolled 
past, my temporal 
lobes still remember 
Israel.  
Now news of Isra-
el affects my heart 

because I have a love for her people. I ate 
falafel, shawarma, and baklava with Israeli 
tourists at the hostel in Beersheba. I bartered 
with Israeli shopkeepers at the Ali Baba 
shop in the Christian quarter and purchased 
ripe cherries from an Israeli Druid in Upper 
Galilee. I discussed theology with an ortho-
dox shopkeeper at Shorashem and danced 
with Israeli patriots on Independence Day. I 
felt the sober quietness of Yad Vashem and 
searched for bargains with Israeli shoppers 
at Mahane Yehuda. I worshipped with Israeli 
worshippers at Yad Hashmonah and the 
Jerusalem Assembly.
My heart beats rapidly as I recall the thrill of 
the cold water of Hezekiah’s narrow tunnel. 
Drops of condensation remind me of the 
climb down Arbel, and floating in the Dead 
Sea under the light of a full moon. When I 
venture on a less known path, I think of our 
guide, Chris McKinny, whom I followed off 
the beaten tourist path to Cave One in Qum-
ran, past the “keep out” sign at Lachish, and 
into the fields of the valley of Elah. 
Yes, muscle has memory, and I wish those 
who travel to Israel in 2017 the wonder-
ful sensation of sore muscles from hiking, 
laughing, dancing, and most of all from 
studying for your Israel geography exams. 
Shalom.

If you love BBQ, adven-
ture, or sidesplitting fun, 
then Hayley’s your huck-
leberry. Though she’s 
pursuing a ThM from NC, 
she hopes to finish her 
degree in Dallas.

By Hayley Brady

From left to right: Rod Chaney, Matthew McCullar, Shoji Simon Cherlan, Joseph McNeil, 
Chris McKinny, Hayley Brady, and Irrayna Uribe hike the En Avdat trail in the Nahal Zin.

Photo credit: Caroline Khamemeh
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Eikon Explores the Intersection
Between Theology and the Arts

Eikon exists as the student arts fellowship at 
DTS. Our aim is primarily two-fold: to pro-
vide artists with a space for collaboration 
and community, and to cultivate the conver-
sation between theology and the arts in the 
student body.
Eikon is not tethered to any one specific 
medium of the arts, 
but aims to include 
all acts of human 
poiesis—making 
from creation. We 
have therefore six 
leadership teams 
under the Eikon ban-
ner. The mediums 
represented this year 
include visual, music, 
film/media, culinary, 
performance/stage, 
and literary arts. Our 
leaders combined 
the best of DTS’s 

rigorous and precise biblical/theological 
formation from all departments from coun-
seling students to OT/NT exegetes with 
their own imaginative ventures in poetry, 
short story, song writing, stage production, 
portrait painting, photography, and film 
critique. Eikon welcomes those who identify 

themselves as artists 
as well as those who 
simply see the import 
associated with the 
aesthetic and affec-
tive to collaborate 
poetically and theo-
logically. 
We desire to foster a 
space for artists and 
curators of the arts to 
explore what Jeremy 
Begbie describes 
as theology for the 
arts and the arts for 
theology. The former, 

Daniel Lightsey is married to 
Celeste Jean and is capti-
vated by the unexpected 
intersections between 
theology, imagination, and 
the arts. Daniel is a ThM stu-
dent in the General Studies 
department.

By Daniel Lightsey

The Bishop 42x40, canvas,  K Pastore.

“Where art and  
theology have a 
space to play”

-Jayme 
Hightower

for example, might 
begin with a bibli-

cal text or historic 
Christian doctrine and then subsequently apply it to the arts. The 

latter asks What can the arts bring to understanding theologically, 
or how can the unique powers of the arts help reveal the great truths 

of the Christian gospel? We attempt primarily to do this through monthly 
Wednesday interviews between students and professors who are both res-

ident experts in an intersection between theology and the arts; collaboration 
workshops; field trips to local Dallas art galleries, museums, stage-productions;  

and DTS events that showcase student and professors’ work, including Literature/
Spoken Word Night and Music Night. Perhaps the best way to describe Eikon is a stu-

dent fellowship “where art and theology have a space to play” —Jayme Hightower.  
To contact Eikon, email dts.eikon@gmail.com.
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I’m a puzzle piece designed to fit perfectly into this world
But I can’t be the me that God made me 
If I cut, snip and tuck away my beauty. 
YOU ARE beautiful in every single way 
Hurtful words won’t be your crown 
See, you wear a crown labeled God’s chosen 
And though sometimes the blind label you as a misfit
Your very existence is the finger print of God, 
So when they shun you it is not a reproach for you at all 
And because he made us all 
Don’t fall into the temptation of firing back at them. 
It is him (God) that we call on to bring unity. 
We are all his created beings 
Beautiful from our heads to our feet! 
Destined for his image.
So we won’t speak deathly stings toward one another. 
I’m your sister and you my brother. 
God commanded us to love each other, 
So tell them how beautiful their smile is 
Or how bright their eyes are 
Or how gentle their presence. 
Let’s build up one another because WE are puzzle piece
   designed to fit perfectly into this world
No matter your race, or gender
God’s heart is for man, women, boy and girl.

Janae Ward is a poet and singer artistically known 
as Ms. Beauty4Roots. She primarily performs as a 
spoken word artist doing events such as Say That 
with Funny Bone Lounge and We Give you Praise 
with Sword and Will Ministries. She is a student in 
the Media Arts and Worship department.

By Janae Ward

Puzzled

DTS Student  Paper


