
NUTCRACKER FAQ’S

1. When are Nutcracker auditions?
Saturday August 27th at 4S Dance Academy. Students should audition with the level they will be in the
2022/23 school year.

Lilacs, Primary, Mini 2:00 - 2:30 PM
Elementary, Division 1, JR., Youth 2:30 - 3:00 PM
Division 2, 3, 4 & Teen 3:00 - 3:45 PM
Division 5 & 6 3:45 - 4:45 PM
Division 5 & 6 Clara (optional) 4:45 - 5:15 PM

Arrive 15-30 minutes before scheduled audition time so students can get measured and registration completed
and turned in.

2. Does my child need to attend the audition?
Yes! The audition is a fun and exciting process, and students learn different roles and the story of the
Nutcracker.  It is helpful for us to see students dance together as a group before casting roles. If your student
cannot make the audition, please contact Ms. Shay.

3. Will my student get cast?
Yes! All students who audition will be cast!

4. Does my child need to be a student at 4S Dance Academy?
Yes! Our Nutcracker production is for our 4SDA students!

5. Does my child need to do ballet?
No! We have created roles for dancers who do not do ballet. They may not be as featured as our ballet
students, but it is still fun and exciting for students to participate.

6. When are rehearsals?
Rehearsals will always be held on Saturdays between 1:30 - 6:30 PM. Younger children with less demanding
roles typically rehearse for a shorter period of time (approx. an hour), and will not rehearse every weekend until
the performance draws near. Older students with more elaborate roles will likely rehearse more frequently
(Saturdays for multiple hours and potentially week day rehearsals as they are already taking multiple classes a
week). Updated rehearsal schedules will be posted in the studio on the bulletin board and online. Note: There
will not be rehearsal on Saturday November 26th, but there will be a full run thru Sunday November 27th
(Thanksgiving Weekend).
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7. Are rehearsals mandatory?
Yes! Rehearsals are mandatory! It is incredibly difficult to choreograph and set group pieces with students
missing, and it is unfair to all who participate. Rehearsals are mandatory, and students who miss without notice
may get dropped from their role.

8. Does my student need to participate in Nutcracker Prep Week?
Students do not need to participate in Nut Prep Week, though we highly encourage it for students Division 1
and up! Being back in the studio will build their confidence for the audition and will get them excited for
Nutcracker! Eleve students are expected to attend Nutcracker Prep Week.

9. When and Where are Nutcracker Dress Rehearsal and Performances?
December 8th, 9th, and 10th at the California Center for the Arts, Escondido. We anticipate we will do 3-4
performances, please keep the entire week open for extra rehearsals and theater time.

10. Do we pay for costumes?
Unlike the recital where you purchase and keep a costume, Nutcracker costumes are rented and the cost is
included in the production fee.

WE WILL POST THE NUTCRACKER REGISTRATION PACKET THIS WEEK, WHICH SHOULD ANSWER
ANY OTHER QUESTIONS!
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