
4S Dance Academy invites your dancer to audition for

*Performance Dates: December 8th, 9th, 10th, 2022 (matinee & evening shows on
Saturday the 10th, Show on the 8th TBD)

*Venue: California Center for the Arts, Escondido

*NOTE: The dates and venue are subject to change due to the restrictions and
requirements during the current pandemic.

Auditions will be held @ 4S Dance Academy on Saturday, August 27th

Lilacs, Primary, Mini 2:00 - 2:30 PM
Elementary, Division 1, JR., Youth 2:30 - 3:00 PM
Division 2, 3, 4 & Teen 3:00 - 3:45 PM
Division 5 & 6 3:45 - 4:45 PM
Division 5 & 6 Clara (optional) 4:45 - 5:15 PM

STUDENTS WHO ARE AGE 5+ ARE INVITED TO PARTICIPATE!

Students across all dance genres are encouraged to audition, even if they are not taking
a ballet class! There are a wide variety of parts that our recreational program (Youth,
Teen classes - Hip Hop, Tap, Musical Theatre etc.) will love!

OPEN AUDITION REQUIREMENTS
Only 4SDA staff and auditioning children are allowed in the studio. Parents and family
members should drop off their dancer(s) at the front door check-in.

Girls' Attire: Academy or solid colored leotard, pink tights, ballet slippers (pointe
shoes for girls currently working on pointe). Hair must be in a secure bun; short hair
should be pinned back. No jewelry, skirts or leg warmers.

Boys' Attire: Black Shorts, T-shirt, black ballet slippers or black jazz shoes.

1. Online Registration and payment must be completed before auditioning. Please
print, fill out, sign and bring page 5 and page 6 of this packet (the Volunteer and
Audition Information pages). Feel free to contact us with any questions!

2. The Production Fee must be paid at the time of the registration.
$195 = Elementary, D1 - D6 (ages 6+)
$165 = Lilacs, Primary, Mini, Junior, Youth, Teen, MT, Hip Hop (ages 4 & 5)
NOTE: The Production Fee is non-refundable.
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3. Volunteering or $50 Volunteer Opt-out
A successful production is only possible with the invaluable help of our amazing
4SDA parents. There are many working parts to every production and as we strive
to keep the production costs down, we will need your help! Volunteering is not for
everyone and that is okay! Maybe your current schedule doesn’t allow you to
volunteer. Also okay! Select the $50 Volunteer Opt-out and know that you too
have helped ensure an amazing production.

4. Rehearsal Commitment
Parents and students must commit to regular rehearsal attendance. Missed
rehearsals will result in a reduced part or replacement without a refund. Please
review the rehearsal and performance dates before signing up!

A note from Ms. Shay & Mr. Jason:

The artistic staff at 4SDA will make every effort to place all dancers in a role most
appropriate to his/her current ability and age. Each role, no matter the size or time on
stage, is important to the success of the production. As an introduction to the magical
world of ballet and dance in general, The Nutcracker provides children with a unique
opportunity to learn new disciplines: musicality, stage presence, role characterization,
teamwork, choreographic memory and more.

Children are fascinated by the intricacies of the lighting, music, scenery, and have a
thoroughly wonderful time. Students thrive on progressing through the different roles
each year, and love the thrill of the significant performances no matter how big or small,
while parents enjoy and share memories that last a lifetime!

We can’t wait to go on this wonderful adventure with your dancer(s)! While we can’t
predict what hurdles the pandemic will bring, we can say from experience that your
dancer(s) and our staff are amazingly adaptable. Regardless, safety is top priority and
we appreciate your patience and understanding. We are truly grateful!
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Nutcracker Guidelines
REGULAR SATURDAY REHEARSALS
Rehearsals will begin in September. Rehearsal times (typically between 1:30 - 6:00 PM) will be
determined by the role(s) a dancer is performing. Younger children with less demanding roles
typically rehearse for a shorter period of time (approx. an hour), and will not rehearse every
weekend until the performance draws near. Older students with more elaborate roles will likely
rehearse more frequently (Saturdays for multiple hours and potentially week day rehearsals as
they are already taking multiple classes a week). Updated rehearsal schedules will be posted in
the studio on the bulletin board and online. Some teachers may introduce Nutcracker
choreography during class for all students to enjoy. However, most rehearsals will take place
outside of regular class time. Please note: There will be no rehearsal on Saturday
November 26th, but there will be a full cast run through on Sunday November 27th.

VOLUNTEER COMMITMENT
A production of this size requires the work of a surprising amount of people. Prior to the
performances there are numerous tasks that need to be completed. During the dress rehearsal
and performances, the backstage area is a beehive of activity. It truly takes an army and
thankfully we have you, our 4SDA Family to help! In order to ensure we have the needed help
which in turn keeps the production fees down, it is required that each family volunteer in some
way. Volunteering is not for everyone and if you prefer to opt out of volunteering or can’t
volunteer, you can still be a huge help by paying the $50 volunteer opt-out fee. The fee will
be used for additional staff hours, materials and other hired help. The time commitment required
varies based on the volunteer position/task. Some tasks are needed before we get to the dress
rehearsal, others during the rehearsal and performances. All volunteer positions will be able to
see the performance, either from the side of the stage or from the theatre seats.

PERFORMANCE WEEK
The schedule is handed out approx. (1) week prior to Performance Week and will include all
information regarding theater schedules (dress, tech etc.), costume fittings, rotating casts (when
applicable), and more. All cast members should clear their schedules and consider
themselves "on call” for the entire Performance Week.

ATTENDANCE, ABSENCE AND TARDINESS
Performing in a professional production requires a commitment to quality work on the part of
every cast member. This can only be obtained through adequate attendance and rehearsal.

A total of (1) absence for any reason will be accepted during studio rehearsals, provided the
parent has notified 4SDA prior to the rehearsal. A dancer may have their part reduced or may be
removed from the cast if multiple absences occur. Multiple absences seriously hinder a dancer’s
ability to catch up on the missed work while compromising their fellow performers’ ability to
grasp staging. Attendance during Performance Week is mandatory, without exception.
Dancers absent during Performance Week will automatically have reduced or removed part(s).

Tardiness is not acceptable. Dancers should always arrive 15 minutes prior to rehearsal and
quietly prepare themselves. Dancers who arrive late on a regular basis will be given a reduced
part or be replaced. All Dancers, no matter their age or part, should arrive early to warm-up.

REHEARSAL ATTIRE
Dancers should always be neat and clean. The following is required for the audition and all
rehearsals. GIRLS: Ballet bun, pink tights, pink ballet shoes and academy leotard. BOYS: fitted
t-shirt, black tights and black ballet shoes.
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OBSERVING, WAITING AND PICK UP
The audition and rehearsals are closed to family and friends. There is a lot to cover in a short
amount of time and any outside observation is very distracting to the children. We may
occasionally open the studio blinds for parents to catch a glimpse, but we also don’t want to
spoil the fun of watching your dancer perform something you haven’t seen! Our lobbies are
currently closed due to the pandemic restrictions, but should they be allowed to open and/or
while waiting for your child outside, please make sure siblings are quiet and well behaved. Be
mindful and respectful of others and always clean up after yourself and your children. Horsing
around, running, playing ball and screaming are not permitted. Children should be picked up
promptly at the end of every rehearsal as we do not have supervisory staff. If your child has a
break between two rehearsals scheduled on the same day, the parent is responsible for the child
during the break. We are not able to supervise children outside of rehearsal time.

PERFORMANCE TICKETS
Information regarding tickets and discounts will be forthcoming. Since some roles may be double
cast, it is best to wait until you know your dancer’s performance time/date before purchasing
tickets. Tickets are not included in the Production Fee.

ESTABLISHED PRIORITIES
Performing with a professional production requires commitment. We suggest establishing clear
priorities with your child so that he/she does not feel overburdened with extracurricular
activities. It is always a good idea to have the child rest properly before attending rehearsals.
Most Nutcracker parents curtail other activities during this very busy period. Remember that
illness, religious days and family emergencies are the only accepted excuses for missing
rehearsal. ALL REHEARSALS ARE MANDATORY. Performers and parents should check their
schedules before auditioning and verify there are no Saturday afternoon or Performance Week
conflicts. Please consider transportation issues and double-check school-related functions.

COSTUMING
All Nutcracker costumes are owned by 4S Dance Academy. Professional alterations will be made
as needed, and costumes will be collected backstage after the final performance. Any major
damage to or stain on a costume will result in a minimum $50 fine. Fines may increase up to the
replacement cost of the costume as warranted.

CASTING
ALL CASTING IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE PER ARTISTIC STAFF. There will likely be multiple
performances, and some students may be asked to perform more than one role in more than
one performance. Be prepared to attend all rehearsals for all parts that your dancer has been
cast. Please note that casting is subject to change at any time until the actual performance
occurs. Although a student may rehearse a part, in rare instances, they may need to change as
injury and absence can occur. Our desire is for students to use this time to grow as dancers,
regardless of what part they actually dance. If there are any preconceived ideas of what role
your child will be cast in, this may not be the show for you. Coping with disappointment while
keeping perspective is all part of an important, although sometimes painful, learning process.
Your dancer may need help understanding that this is one of possibly many performances in
their dance experience and that every role is important, offering the opportunity to grow as a
performer. Every performance piece (long or short) is important in creating a successful
Nutcracker production while also making a memorable performance for the dancers and the
audience.
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[Print, fill out & bring this page to the audition]

2022 Nutcracker: Volunteer Opportunities

We encourage every family to become involved with our volunteer program and welcome
any contribution you are willing to make. Please indicate your preferences below and
return this sheet at the audition. If you have questions, stop by or call the studio. Please
select two areas that you are most interested in helping with. You will only be assigned
one volunteer job. Should you choose to opt-out of volunteering, the $50 Volunteer
Opt-Out fee applies and will be used to help cover additional staff and materials.

Please Select (2)
Backstage Chaperone: Supervise the dancers, assist with costume changes, etc.

Security: Check In/Out Table, Backstage.

Stage Crew: Assist with props on stage.

Costume Alterations: Help with costume fittings, distribution, storage, repair, alterations.

Costume Care: Loading & unloading of costumes at the venue, cleaning costumes before and after
performance days.

Lobby Sales: Merchandise & flower sales before, during intermission & after.

Loading Crew: Loading sets, props, tables in and out of theatre.

Fundraising: Assist in organizing our Nutcracker Fundraiser, Candy Grams, etc.

Program: Assist with finding advertising, “love notes” for the programs.

Character Role: Join us on stage! We need parents onstage! Must attend rehearsals.

We do also select one volunteer in each of the above groups to be the chairperson of
that group. If that is of interest to you, please let us know!

Please Check (1) of the following:

_______ I agree to volunteer and commit to attending a volunteer meeting & assigned
tech/dress rehearsals. I understand the meeting, assigned rehearsals & performance(s)
are mandatory and that I will forfeit the $50 volunteer account credit if I fail to attend.

_____ I prefer not to volunteer and agree to the $50 volunteer opt-out fee.

______________________________________ _________________
Parent or Guardian Signature Date
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[Print, fill out & bring this page to the audition]

Information Sheet for the Audition

STUDENT DETAILS

Name:___________________________________ Age:_______________ Class Level:__________

Previous 4SDA Nutcracker Rolls:________________________________________________________

Height:_____________ Girth:______________ Leotard Size:_________

PARENT (1) DETAILS PARENT (2) DETAILS

Name:___________________________________ Name:___________________________________

Phone:__________________________________ Phone:__________________________________

Email: __________________________________ Email: __________________________________

AUDITION NOTES:

WARDROBE NOTES:
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[Print, fill out & bring this page to the audition]

2022 Nutcracker: T-shirt Pre-order Form

Nutcracker T-shirt Navy Heather with cast list ($30)

Select Size Qty.

YS _____ _____
YM   _____ _____
YL    _____ _____

XS _____ _____
S _____ _____
M _____ _____
L _____ _____
XL _____ _____
XXL ____ _____

4SDA Zip-up Hoodie Black ($40)

Select Size Qty.

YS _____ _____
YM   _____ _____
YL    _____ _____

XS _____ _____
S _____ _____
M _____ _____
L _____ _____
XL _____ _____
XXL ____ _____
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