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Dr. Loosen Erdener Prälat Riesling gg 

2016 VINTAGE

[96] Stuart Pigott (JamesSuckling.com)  
— Top 100 German Wines of 2017 #70 —
The most concentrated of Loosen’s 2016 GGs, but also the most 
closed. This has everything you expect from a Grand Cru quality dry 
Mosel riesling. After the creamy richness on the mid-palate comes a 
mighty wave of minerals at the bold finish. Better from 2018 and for 
many years after. December 2017

[96] Wine Advocate 
Displays a deep and flinty-scented bouquet of crushed stones. Pretty 
coolish even though the vineyard is located straight down in the Mosel  
Valley, near the river. This has great purity and very delicate yeasty 
flavors. Terribly lush and salty-piquant on the palate, this is a round 
and elegant, highly complex and persistent Riesling with very fine 
tannins and melting salt from up to 130-year-old vines. It is powerful 
and intense in the aftertaste but still finessed and pure — a great 
wine from a great terroir. Enormously long and complex. Only two 
fuders were made. 13% alcohol. April 2016– Issue 236

[93] Decanter 
This 2016 has a lovely full expression with depth and breadth. Juicy 
ripe apple and fragrant elderflower are framed by peppery spice and a 
mineral acidity. Fantastic, but extremely youthful. September 14, 2018 

[90-91] Vinous
This leads with a pungent, site-typical meld of sassafras, horehound 
and kumquat. In keeping with the evolution of Loosen and Schug’s 
approach to Prälat over the past decade, it displays more than enough 
animation and primary juiciness to accompany its glycerol-richness 
and sense of stuffing. Suggestions of apple and mango exhibit a  
dichotomy of ripeness along with “green” pungency, but in the context  
of this wine’s piquant, zesty citricity and sense of herbal suffusion, I 
find the effect stimulating rather than inharmonious. The finish here 
grips aggressively but without overt bitterness and with persistent 
refreshment. This could conceivably be the last of its kind, as Loosen 
and Schug are considering discontinuing a “regular” Prälat Grosses 
Gewächs and instead shunting the entirety of dry wine labeled for 
that site into their “Reserve” program. January 2018

Highlights from the Press – Dr. Loosen Riesling gg

[16.5+] Jancis Robinson 
Rather occluded nose for the moment. Sherbetty sweetness is the first  
thing to hit the palate. Still very tightly wound. Lacks the immediate 
appeal of the Treppchen. Wait? There is certainly density and  
persistence here. October 2017

2015 VINTAGE

[95] Wine Enthusiast – Cellar Selection – 
Luscious notes of pink grapefruit and greengage plum are ripe yet 
keenly balanced in this invigorating dry Riesling. It’s buoyantly fruity 
and forward now, but nuances of candle wax, spice and sun-baked 
clay predict even greater depth to come. Beautiful already but likely 
to  intensify further from 2020–2025. February 2018

[95] Stuart Pigott (JamesSuckling.com) — Top 25  
        Dry German Rieslings of 2016 #22 — 
This is a very sexy wine that is extremely hard to resist. Starts with the  
huge nose of mango, herbs, and toasted almonds. Lots of power and  
depth, but the most striking things is how all the elements fit together  
seamlessly, the acidity discrete for a dry Mosel wine, with the very 
long finish silky in a way that’s rare for this region. December 2016

[90] Decanter — Dry German Riesling Grosses Gewächs  
       Panel Tasting: Highly Recommended — 
Perfumed and aromatic, showing citrus zest and citrus blossom on the  
nose. The palate has a kind of herbal, grassy tinge, alongside sweet 
peach and tangerine flavours. Slender and layered. Drink 2018-2027. 
July 2018
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2014 VINTAGE

[94] Wine Advocate 
Displays a deep, rich and intense, yet also subtle bouquet with herbal, 
nutty and slate-like flavors. Very elegant and round on the palate, with  
lots of salt and minerals in the finish, this is another big and very 
expressive Riesling grand cru with an impressively long and complex  
finish. Rich and creamy. Fruit a bit more tropical; but it is the lingering  
salinity and the ripe acidity that makes this an extraordinary Riesling. 
March 2016– Issue 223

[93+] Fine Wine Review
Floral, slate nose. The mouth shows breadth, yellow peach, intense, 
long, concentrated. This is an outstanding expression of the great 
Prälat terroir. Loosen’s long aging here is instructive. October 2018

[17.5] Jancis Robinson 
A fine waxy note reveals the progress of maturity and is part of a more  
complex composition of aromas including dried herbs and a subtle 
smoky hint. Ample acidity has preserved the animated character of 
the Prälat, which adds some waxy fruit-peel notes to a still juicy  
expression of green and yellow fruit. A hint of residual sugar blends 
well into the background. September 2018

2013 VINTAGE

[95] Decanter
A slight petillance sums up the freshness encapsulated in this wine —  
the yin. The yang, meanwhile, is the broad and concentrated mouthfeel  
which holds flavours of rich, juicy baked apple, citrus and peppery 
spice. It teases with a waft of fragrant hay and an impeccably long 
finish. The additional time this reserve wine has spent on lees in old 
oak has filled it out and enriched it with both intensity and perfume. 
A wine for the next couple of decades. September 14, 2017

2012 VINTAGE

[90] Wine Spectator  
Very zesty, with plenty of snap to the elegant Fuji apple, red peach 
and Asian pear flavors that feature a silky texture. The finish echoes 
with cream and spice nuances. Drink now through 2019. August 2014

 Dr. Loosen Erdener Treppchen Riesling gg

2021 VINTAGE

[95] JamesSuckling 
Very stony and refined, this is beautifully structured and has tons of 
crushed stone minerality. The aromas are still quite closed, but the 
classic anise note for this site is already clearly present. Very long, 
smoky-mineral finish that has spectacular energy. August 2022

[94-96] Wine Advocate
Remarkably refined on the nose that exhibits a delicate and flinty- 
scented bright stone fruit and Riesling aroma. The palate is round and  
playful, almost silky and very elegant, leading to an intense and sustain-
ably saline and tangy finish with fine grip and good tension. Surely 
one of the highlights in Erni Loosen’s 2021 GG series. Augusst 2022

[93] Mosel Fine Wines 
It offers a beautiful nose made of white peach, passion fruit, minerals, 
a hint of cardamom and other earthy spices, and a touch of whipped 
cream. The wine is still rather firm and racy on the palate but reveals 
already some of the greatness to come in the long and beautifully 
subtle and refined finish. The aftertaste is juicy, focused, elegant, and 
remarkably persistent. December 2022
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2020 VINTAGE

[95-96] JamesSuckling 
Extremely intense, anise nose with plenty of yeast, too. Excellent  
concentration and breathtaking raciness. Everything focused so tightly  
and that really lifts the energy level. Very exciting, diamond-bright 
finish. June 2021

[93+] View from the Cellar
The wine delivers a refined nose of green apple, sweet grapefruit, 
a lovely base of slate, dried flowers, a dollop of wild yeasts and a 
topnote of lime peel. On the palate the wine is vibrant, full-bodied, 
focused and still fairly primary in personality, with a superb core of 
fruit, a lovely spine of acidity and a long, mineral-driven, and complex  
finish. September-October 2022

[93] Wine Enthusiast 
Aromatic and juicy, this graceful medium-bodied white offers notes of  
lavender, hops, bergamot and ripe pear. Very clean, with underlying 
saline details, accented by hints of baking spice. This lingers on the 
persistent lush finish. February 2023

[91-93] Mosel Fine Wines 
Proves quite non-saying and smoky at first before fine scents of anise, 
minty herbs, grapefruit, floral elements, and licorice emerge from the  
glass. The wine is superbly playful and spicy on the very long and smoky  
finish. The after-taste is very pure and long. 2025-2035. November 2021

2019 VINTAGE

[97] Wine Advocate
It shows a clear, intense yet subtle and deep, highly complex but 
also refined bouquet of very fine red slate and herbal aromas as well 
as perfectly clear and elegant Riesling fruits. Silky textured, highly 
finessed and perfectly balanced on the palate, this is a very intense 
and juicy, enormously long and concentrated yet finessed and mouth-
watering Treppchen with the crystalline grip of broken slate and the 
intensity and complexity of biblical vines in a great terroir. The 2019 
Treppchen is arguably the finest dry wine I have ever tasted from 
Ernie Loosen. Highly recommended. October 2020

[92] Mosel Fine Wines 
Offers a beautiful nose made of blueberry, pear puree, melon, 
grapefruit, chalky minerals, smoke, and residual scents from its 
spontaneous fermentation. The wine is nicely juicy and playful on 
the currently smooth rather than bone-dry palate and leaves a superb 
feel of minerals and herbs in the long finish. A touch of presence and 
power adds to the persistence of the finish. October 2020 

[17.5] Jancis Robinson
Quite gentle on the nose with fennel representing the herbal element,  
while nuances of peach and yellow plums bring fruit to the fragrance. 
The palate is more forward with juicy stone fruit and a rich viscous 
texture. Even minerality is served in liquid form with an appetising 
saline flavour. Well balanced and quite accessible already. October 2020

[HHHHH] Restaurant Wine 
This is a terrific GG Riesling.The 2019 GGs all have immediate 
appeal, and are perhaps the finest versions yet released by the winery. 
The Treppchen is rich, refined in flavor (honeysuckle, lavender, white 
peach, lime, pineapple), beautifully balanced, and very long and 
persistent on the finish. First rate; warrants further aging. Indigenous 
yeast fermented. Aged 12 months in oak casks. From ungrafted,  
100+ year old vines. October 2021

2018 VINTAGE

[96] Stuart Pigott (JamesSuckling.com)  
          — [#55] Top 100 Wines of Germany 2019 —
Super fresh and pure aromas of white peaches and limes with a 
perfumed, herbal edge, as well as fresh stones and flinty notes. The 
palate has a sleek and juicy feel with a wealth of attractively smooth, 
elegant and pure white peaches, delivered in a refined, elegant mode. 
Drink or hold. December 2019

[95] Wine Enthusiast — Cellar Selection — 
Red-slate cliffs of the Erdener Treppchen are known for intensely 
smoky, iron-edged wines and this piercing dry Riesling is a classic 
expression. Nectarine and peach flavors are concentrated but cutting, 
struck by a zesty spine of acidity and a spicy, earthen finish. Tasted 
in January 2021 it’s a bit nervous still but should meld and improve 
through 2035 and hold further. June/July 2021

[95] International Wine Report 
Opens with brilliant complexity on the nose, from lemon zest to 
kumqaut to nectarine rind and shades of wet stone infused green 
apple that all take their shape in the glass. The palate is plush and 
highly gratifying, delivering a silky texture and learning with bright 
kumquat, green papaya and green apple flavors with lovely wet stone 
and minerals rounding out the flavors. Fantastic in its youth, this 
beautiful wine will have decades in the cellar. September 2019

[94] The Tasting Panel
Sleek and elegant, with juicy peach and citrus. It’s a lovely food wine. 
July/August 2021

[91-93] Mosel Fine Wines 
Offers a superbly elegant and fruit-driven nose of pear, vineyard peach, 
and candied grapefruit as well as almond cream and flowers. The wine 
is delicately smooth and juicy on the comparatively light bo died but 
complex palate, and leaves a nicely refreshing and spicy feel in the 
long and quite pure finish. A great touch of minerals in the after-taste 
rounds off the pleasure of enjoying this dry Riesling. October 2019

[93] View from the Cellar By John Gilman
It offers up a really lovely bouquet of gooseberry, green apple, tart 
orange, a beautiful base of salty slate minerality, white flowers and a 
topnote of citrus peel. On the palate the wine is bright, fullbodied, 
focused and beautifully defined by its minerality, with a fine core of 
fruit, bright acids and excellent focus and grip on the long, balanced 
and complex finish. This is very good indeed! July–August 2020
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[89-90] Vinous By David Schildknecht 
A classic Treppchen nose pungently evokes sassafras with zesty lemon 
and orange. A pithily concentrated palate is strong on citrus peel and 
apple seed piquancy and projects an impressive impression of smoke 
and crushed stone suffusion. November 2020

[17.5] Jancis Robinson 
A quite luscious fragrance impresses with ripe yellow fruit and even a  
hint of honey. The palate begins with a creamy texture which embraces  
the sweet taste of nectarines, mirabelles and a touch of orange, before 
animating acidity and stony minerality provide some firm contours. 
Luscious and fresh at the same time. October 2019

2017 VINTAGE

[95] Wine & Spirits 
Ernst Loosen’s old, own-rooted vines seem to have sucked up the 
very stone they grow in: This Grosses Gewächs wine tastes like a  
liquid extract of minerals, tangy, savory and lightly bitter, until the 
fruit begins to bloom. Then the full size of the wine becomes apparent,  
the flavors fleshing out into peach and lime, the acidity expanding 
ever outward. This is just an infant now; cellar it for ten years or more.  
February 2020

[94+] Wine Advocate 
Fine and bright on the yeasty nose, with aromas of delicate crunchy 
slate, bright Riesling and stone fruit. On the palate, this is a full-bodied,  
concentrated, lush yet still crystalline and vital Treppchen with a 
creamy texture and a long, salty-mineral and nervy but also rich and 
powerful finish. There is still a lot of baby fruit and fat here but also 
finesse and piquancy on the slightly bitter and concentrated/sweetish 
finish. The Treppchen GG improves dramatically with aeration.  
Issue 243. June 2019

[94] Wine Enthusiast —Cellar Selection —
Zesty limepith and lemon aromas introduce this filigreed dry Ries-
ling. It’s medium bodied but silky and supple, flooding the palate 
with crisp-tart yellow-peach and tangerine flavors. Crushed minerals 
and a fringe of fresh green herbs accentuate its spry, invigorating feel. 
It drinks well already but should gain depth and texture from 2022 
and improve well through 2030. April 2020 

[HHHH] Restaurant Wine 
The Treppchen is a supple, medium full bodied Riesling that is richly 
flavored (apple, yellow plum, litchi nut, white peach), and balanced, 
with a long finish. Excellent. 100+ year old vines. 2019 Issues #184, #185 
& #186

[91-93] Mosel Fine Wines 
Offers a beautifully restrained nose made of grapefruit puree, mirabelle,  
brown sugar, floral elements and smoky slate. The wine is beautifully 
complex and deep on the intensely mineral and herbal palate and 
leaves a gorgeously balanced feel of juicy fruits, a hint of whipped 
cream and nicely integrated acidity. The after-taste is vibrant and 
gorgeously tart. This is a beautiful and rather multi-layered dry  
Riesling in the making. October 2018

[91] Fine Wine Review
Round, somewhat closed, but slate showing with lemon. October 2018

[90] Wine Spectator 
A graceful and dry version, offering orchard blossom aromas, while 
the palate exhibits persimmon, jasmine and lime notes. Silky in 
texture, with bracing acidity giving this vibrancy. Well-balanced and 
complex. Best from 2021 through 2027. Web Only 2019

[89-90] Vinous
Both hints of wood and residual fermentative “stink” on the nose 
slightly shroud site-typical notes of sassafras, tarragon and smoky 
black tea. Here is the one instance in the present collection where 
wood got a bit in the way, leaving notes of lanolin and resin on the 
palate and a slight inhibition of juiciness in the finish. But the final, 
bottled assemblage may mitigate those drawbacks. That having been 
noted, the wealth of herbal nuances delivers a cooling impression 
complemented by a midpalate that is polished in texture, and smoky 
as well as stony nuances abound on the finish. This is definitely one 
to revisit, and I’m sorry that I have not yet had an opportunity to do 
so. April 2020

[17] Jancis Robinson 
An animated fragrance mixes the sweet aroma of pear drops with a  
delicate hint of green mint. Fresh and cool on the palate with ripe green  
fruit and a hint of glacier mint; all well balanced by a lively acidity. 
Sept 2018 

[9.5] Vinography, a wine blog
Light greenish-gold in color, this wine smells of green apple and 
tangerine peel. In the mouth, beautifully silky flavors of Asian pear, 
mandarin zest, and white flowers have a rich sumptuousness to them 
even as laser-etched acidity makes for a crisp and refreshing mouthful.  
Gorgeous finish with hints of floral notes and citrus oil. Fully dry, with  
no trace of sweetness. Made from 100-year-old vines in the Erdener 
Treppchen Vineyard, which carries the designation of Grosse Lage, 
the German equivalent of Grand Cru. September 5, 2020 

The Nittany Epicurean By Michael Chelus 
The wine showed a light golden color. Pear, apple, lemon curd and 
melon could all be found on a nose that took time to open up. Pear, 
apple, pithy lemon, dried apricot, melon and hints of petrol followed 
on the palate. The wine exhibited great acidity and balance. It was 
light-bodied and demonstrated average length. This wine would do 
well as an aperitif and would pair nicely with grouper piccata.  
January 17, 2020
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2016 VINTAGE

[95] Wine Advocate 
From a plot above and adjacent to the Prälat (so, the same soils and 
incline but different microclimates), the 2016 Erdener Treppchen 
Riesling GG Alte Reben is pure, fresh and flinty on the nose,  
beautifully precise and already mouthwatering. Piquant, fresh and very  
elegant on the palate, this is a dense, very mineral and salty Treppchen  
with a long and mouthwatering finish. Very long and tense, with great  
finesse and elegance. This has a beautifully crystalline character but 
more rich and lush compared to the Würzgarten. April 2016– Issue 236

[94] Wine Enthusiast 
Delicate hints of white blossom, fresh lemon and crushed slate perfume  
this full-bodied textural wine. It’s moderate in alcohol yet quite bold, 
boasting concentrated grapefruit and lemon flavors that fall in rich, 
almost chewy, layers on the palate. Crisp minerality and piercing 
lemon flavors lend balance. Enjoy now– 2026. April 2019

[92] Decanter 
There is a full, baked apple flavour accompanied by plenty of citrus 
zest notes. The subtle, clean acidity runs down the spine and sends 
out nervous energy with a mineral hint. September 14, 2018 

[17] Jancis Robinson 
Relatively pale straw. Pungent nose with odd note of coconut. Cool  
as a mountain stream on the palate. Rather refined and beautifully 
balanced. Dry(ish) but not austere. Mouth-filling. Not funky but a 
lovely drink already. October 2017

[91-92] Vinous 
This displays a surprisingly prominent green apple component given 
that it reflects selective picking for optimal ripeness and in a vintage 
typically low in malic acid. But the tartness is undeniably invigorating, 
an impression accentuated by overtones of shrubby, pungent, piquant 
rosemary and privet. A glossy feel midpalate helps buffer the acids, 
but there is still plenty of animation, brightness and invigoration left 
in the smoke- and stone-tinged, pithily sustained finish. January 2018

2015 VINTAGE

[94] Wine Enthusiast
Hints of freshly cut grass and crisp stone fruit are a surprising contrast  
to the rolling, rich white peach and grapefruit flavors that flood the 
palate of this wine. Dry in style yet voluptuously structured, it’s an  
intensely concentrated, juicy wine that lingers endlessly. Bright acidity  
and a hint of tannins lend firmness to the finish. February 2018

[93] Stuart Pigott (JamesSuckling.com)
The aromas of flowers and leaves dripping after a tropical storm make  
this very seductive. Also a hint of anise (a signature aroma for the site).  
This is like an elegant lady who demands to be treated appropriately. 
In spite of the creaminess on the mid-palate it finishes very clean and 
quite mineral. October 2016

 Dr. Loosen Graacher Domprobst Riesling gg

2021 VINTAGE

[94] JamesSuckling 
The deep and complex nose of apricot, cassis and mint pulls you into 
this sleek, but really compact dry Riesling that is extremely mineral. 
Very long finish in which creaminess and mineral freshness are  
beautifully interwoven. August 2022

[92] Mosel Fine Wines 
It offers a rather earthy and subtly ripe feel on the nose at first before 
some elegant scents of flowers, citrusy fruits, and ginger join the 
party. The wine proves beautifully balanced and juicy on the palate 
and leaves a superbly complex feel of spices, fruits, and minerals in 
the persistent finish. December 2022

2020 VINTAGE

[95-96] JamesSuckling 
So much ripeness and depth, the generous, firmly structured body 
married to ripe apricot fruit. Very exciting and powerful but retains 
the classic Mosel brightness and shows great mineral drive at the 
dramatic finish. June 2021

[91-92] Mosel Fine Wines 
A beautiful attractive and aromatic nose of Conference pear, anise, 
smoke, ginger, herbs, and almond cream. The wine proves still primary  
on the palate where its juicy and slightly riper fruits are well wrapped 
into energic and bracing spicy acidity. The finish is very spicy, even salty,  
and slightly broader in style at this stage. 2025-2035+. November 2021
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2019 VINTAGE

[95] JamesSuckling.com (Stuart Pigott) 
Dark and earthy, but with great cassis and white peaches. On the palate  
both ripe and racy, the finish very long and beautifully balanced. 
Drink or hold. September 2020

[92-94] Wine Advocate
Pure, lean and fresh on the stony and citrus-scented nose. On the 
palate, this is a tight and fresh Domprobst that is still linear and straight  
but not very sexy. It is crystalline and elegant, fine and intense but 
doesn’t have the dimensions of the Würzgarten or the Sonnenuhr. 
The finish is quite floral. Tasted as a sample in April 2020. August 2020

[17] Jancis Robinson
Still showing the after-effects of fermentation with a sweet pear-drop  
aroma, but a cool notion of fresh green herbs adds interest. A supple 
texture is not too bothered by acidity, the necessary edge being  
provided by a subtle bitter piquancy derived from notes of quinine 
and Seville orange. October 2020

2018 VINTAGE

[91-93] Mosel Fine Wines 
Offers a superbly reductive and fresh nose of grapefruit zest, grilled 
pineapple, lime, smoke, ad tangerine. The wine is very pure and 
vibrating on the palate where some ripe and zesty acidity interplays 
with mineral elements. The finish is smoother yet still juicy and, 
above all, very persistent. October 2019

[90-91] Vinous By David Schildknecht 
On the nose, apple seed dominates over flesh of the fruit, and a firm,  
pithily concentrated palate exhibits prominent piquancy of seed and 
core, allied with a vivid sense of crushed stone suffusion. Site-typical 
nuttiness offers at least a mental suggestion of sweetness but  
accompanied by further piquancy. Here is Grosses Gewächs in that 
severe, powerful style that has become the fashion among so many 
German growers and wine lovers. Fortunately, though, there is no 
alcoholic weight, and like other Grosse Gewächse in the present 
collection, this one harbors around 6–7 beneficial grams of residual 
sugar. November 2020

[17] Jancis Robinson 
An intriguing nose combines the fragrance of cornfields with delicate 
notes of stone fruit. Light and fresh on the palate with gentle nuances  
of citrus fruit and a reasonable amount of acidity which is well buffered  
by a generous texture. Quite approachable already. October 2019

Highlights from the Press – Dr. Loosen gg Wines (page 6)

2017 VINTAGE

[94] Wine & Spirits 
Grown in blue-slate soils, this is savory and lean without feeling  
austere. The pale, lemony flavors develop a meringue-like texture, 
lofty and light, and fill it in with notes of peppery spice and dry honey.  
It’s stylish and immediately attractive, although it should also age well 
over the next decade. February 2020

[93] Wine Enthusiast 
Whiffs of blossom, honeycomb and lemon perfume this luminous  
dry Riesling. Plush white-peach and Meyer lemon flavors are  
intensely ripe but balanced by brisk lime acidity and a pleasant bite  
of astringency. Compared to Loosen’s other 2017 GG’s, its plump 
fruit profile lends approachability in youth but it should gain  
complexity with age as well. April 2020 

[92] Fine Wine Review
Creaminess, medium-light, yellow fruit. Acidity present, but it is not 
prominent. October 2018

[91+] Wine Advocate 
displays a bright citrus color and a concentrated, crunchy-slatey nose. 
Full-bodied and intense on the lush and densely textured palate, this 
is a full-bodied, powerful, elegant and firmly structured Domprobst 
that needs some time in the bottle to develop more transparency and 
finesse. Issue 243. June 2019

[89-90] Vinous
Scents of overwintered apple and bruised apple skin are accompanied  
by a hint of wet stone. There is a surprisingly creamy feel here, though  
nuts and apple seeds lend piquant counterpoint. The finish delivers  
just enough primary juiciness to genuinely refresh. Surprisingly, 
although not picked until the second week of October, at 8.1 grams, 
this is high in acidity for a dry Loosen Riesling of its vintage, whereas 
the Domprobst Grosses Gewächs is usually comparatively lower in 
acidity. But the wine strikes a lovely balance between richness and 
creaminess on the one hand and animation on the other. April 2020

[89] Wine Advocate 
Clear and fruity on the nose, very elegant and intense but with rather 
obvious fruit (salad). Produced only for the third time (the vineyard 
belonged to Studert Prüm until 2014), this is a juicy and creamy but 
not really complex grand cru and, compared to the other GG’s, a real 
downfall. It’s somewhat bitter and clumsy in the finish. Really  
disappointing. Issue 239. October 2018

[17.5] Jancis Robinson 
Shows fine herbal hints on the nose: a little fennel and a hint of 
aniseed. Fairly straightforward, a little sweet and sour on the palate. 
Good texture and substance. September 2018 
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2016 VINTAGE

[92] Wine Advocate 
Offers clear and refreshing fruit of ripe mangos and peaches along 
with delicate flinty aromas. Lush, piquant and with good concentration  
on the palate, this is a full-bodied, elegant and powerful Riesling with  
grip and tension in the salty finish. Fine tannins. April 2016 – Issue 236

[91] Decanter 
This Riesling has a lovely floral, summer orchard aroma. On the palate  
it is open and juicy, with baked apple and pithy lime flavours. It has 
a very zesty, mouthwatering acidity, with enough concentration and 
alcohol to provide perfect balance between these elements. Great 
value and long-lived. September 14, 2018 

[90-91] Vinous 
Tasted in late July 2017 and slated for bottling around the end of  
September, this delivers a brash amalgam of chewy, seed-tinged apple 
and zesty grapefruit. The palate is firm and substantial, the finish  
blazingly bright and mouthwateringly salt-tinged – a Grosses Gewächs  
conveying real energy as well as refreshment. January 2018

[17] Jancis Robinson 
Edgy grapefruit nose with some interesting texture. Real energy  
here – and masses of ripe fruit. Long and intriguing. Great stuff.  
Super-appetising. All the sevens… October 2017

2015 VINTAGE

[93] Stuart Pigott (JamesSuckling.com)
This is a new wine in Loosen’s range and what a debut it is. Full 
peach and apricot nose, fuller-bodied, and more exciting than the  
Himmelreich GG (from the neighboring site in the commune of 
Graach) with a long silky finish. October 2016

 Dr. Loosen Graacher Himmelreich Riesling gg

2021 VINTAGE

[95] James Suckling – Top 100 Wines of Germany  
                                2022 (#97) – 
Flint, crushed stone and cassis aromas pour from the glass of this very 
exciting, youthful Mosel Riesling GG. As refined as it is concentrated,  
this glides over your palate so gracefully. Very fresh and pure, this has 
a fantastic minerality at the very long clean finish. August 2022

[94] Mosel Fine Wines 
It offers a nose made of citrusy elements, bitter grapefruit, smoke, 
flowers, and a hint of spices. The wine is superbly focused and  
animating on the palate and leaves a juicy and elegant feel in the  
long finish. December 2022

2020 VINTAGE

[95-96] JamesSuckling 
Convincing proof that 2020 is an excellent vintage for dry GG on the  
Mosel! Cool and stony with delicate white-peach and white-currant 
aromas. Really takes off at the intensely slatey and racy finish. June 2021

[94] View From the Cellar Reviews By John Gilman 
The wine delivers a superb aromatic constellation of gooseberry, tart 
orange, lime peel, crystalline minerality, wild yeasts and a topnote  
of dried flowers. On the palate the wine is pure, full-bodied, and  
precise, with a lovely core, excellent mineral undertow, zesty acids 
and excellent focus and balance on the long and complex finish. 
September-October 2022

[91] Wine Enthusiast 
Bone-dry impression is bettered by the mix of tropical and citrus 
fruit that lingers midpalate. The acidity is firm and needs a bit more 
time. Minerality gives this a sense of place, with a typical Mosel  
Riesling impression on the finish. February 2023

[91-92] Mosel Fine Wines 
A beautifully refreshing and zesty nose of citrusy fruits, pear, anise, 
herbs, and prune. The wine starts off on the juicy and fruity side 
(yellow peach, pear), which give it a creamy and smoother side. Yet 
the finish reveals great cut and intensity. There is a touch of tartness 
and power in need of integration. This great playful expression of dry 
Riesling now needs a few years to integrate its elements. 2024-2033. 
November 2021
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2019 VINTAGE

[96] JamesSuckling.com (Stuart Pigott) 
Delicately leafy nose of considerable complexity, then a very  
concentrated, filigree palate with a super fresh, very long slate  
finish. Drink or hold. September 2020

[95.3] Ken’s Wine Guide
This almost clear colored dry-styled Riesling from 130-year-old vines 
opens with a ginger and crushed oyster shell bouquet with a hint of 
prink grapefruit. On the palate, this wine is light bodied with nicely 
integrated medium acidity. It is delicate and nicely balanced. The flavor  
profile is a chalky mineral and unripe pineapple blend with notes 
of green tea and green apple. We also detected hints of lemon zest 
mixed in. The finish is dry and its flavors drift away nicely. October 2021

[95] Wine Advocate
Displays a fine, concentrated, beautifully slatey and floral bouquet of  
perfectly ripe Riesling berries and apricots as well as the flinty character  
of blue slate. Round and finessed on the palate, this is an intense, lush, 
mouth-filling, stimulatingly piquant and salty Riesling with remarkable  
finesse, delicately classy acidity and a lingering, mouthwatering finish. 
Still young but impressive in its combination of aromatic complexity 
and the finesse of the terroir. October 2020

[92] Mosel Fine Wines 
Offers a hugely aromatic nose made of mirabelle, carraway, cream, 
smoke, and herbal elements. The wine develops a great juicy fruitiness  
on the palate and leaves an engaging and fruit-driven feel in the finish.  
The after-taste is hugely spicy and herbal but above all engaging, deep,  
and nicely persistent. This fruity and subtly ripe expression of dry 
Riesling will need a few years to shed its primary smoothness and 
reveal its cut. October 2020 

[17.5] Jancis Robinson
Pear drops and Glacier mints may be pleasant aromas per se, but still  
reflect very much the effects of fermentation rather than the true 
character of the wine. On the palate you cannot fault the classic 
combination of sweet fruit and animating acidity. Apple and pear 
contribute flesh, mandarin adds zest and juice. But before we can 
criticise the Himmelreich for being content with the one dimension 
of sweet seduction, a delicate salty tang adds a tad of minerality for 
additional interest. October 2020

[HHHHH] Restaurant Wine 
Dr. Loosen produced an impressive range of dry Riesling in 2019; 
among the finest the winery has yet released.This wine is exceptional: 
supple, fine and complex in flavor (apple, lime, honeysuckle, white 
peach), and well balanced with medium richness, very good balance, 
and a long, harmonious finish. First rate; great value. Will benefit 
from further aging. Aged 12 months in oak casks. From ungrafted, 
100+ year old vines. October 2021

2018 VINTAGE

[95] Wine Enthusiast — Editors’ Choice — 
Cooling, crystalline mineral tones accent crisp grapefruit and white 
peach-flavors here. Sourced from blue-slate soils of the Graacher 
Himmelreich, it’s a svelte but silky, almost cream-textured wine 
structured by firm acidity and a long, steely finish. It’s approachable 
already but should improve through 2035 at least and hold longer 
still. June/July 2021

[92-95] Mosel Fine Wines 
Offers a superbly complex and deep nose of smoke, almond, grape-
fruit puree, lime, and anise. The wine proves still quite backward and 
delicately creamy on the palate but develops some subtle presence in 
the very long, smoky, and multi-layered finish. The after-taste of this 
hugely promising dry Riesling is packed with flavors without ever 
being overpowering. October 2019

[93] Wine & Spirits 
From old, own-rooted vines rooted in Himmelreich’s cool blueslate 
slopes, this feels cool and restrained. It’s 100 percent savory, more about  
earth than fruit, with a gingery spice that adds verve. The combination  
of fine-boned delicacy and steadfast strength is appealing, and suggests  
that the wine will have more to say with age. February 2021

[93] JamesSuckling.com 
Plenty of juicy and succulent white peaches here. This has a very 
fresh and attractively lithe feel and fresh acidity. This is delicious. 
Drink or hold. December 2019

[93] View from the Cellar By John Gilman
Delivers a fine, precise and complex nose of apple, pear, violets, lilacs, 
a lovely foundation of slate, bee pollen and a touch of lime zest in the 
upper register. On the palate the wine is pure, full-bodied and very  
well-balanced, with a more youthful and reserved personality out of the  
blocks than the Treppchen GG, a lovely core of fruit, fine 46 mineral 
drive and a long, nascently complex and zesty finish. July–August 2020

[90-91] Vinous By David Schildknecht 
Lemon and apple are piquantly seed-tinged, but display more sheer 
juiciness and animating brightness than delivered by this year’s 
Loosen Grosse Gewächse from the Domprobst and the Wehlener 
Sonnenuhr. Underlying firmness and pithy palate concentration are 
assuaged by subtle textural enrichment from lees. The wine finishes 
with impressive grip, admirable transparency to stony and alkaline 
notes and sheer refreshment that some of its stablemates fail to 
deliver. November 2020

[17] Jancis Robinson 
A quite gentle fragrance flatters with floral aromas and a hint of 
orchard blossom. The palate is equally delicate with the fruit of soft 
apple, not too sweet, well balanced by fair acidity. Pleasant. October 2019

Continues



DR. LOOSEN • BERNKASTEL/MOSEL, GERMANY
drloosen.com

Highlights from the Press – Dr. Loosen gg Wines (page 9)

2017 VINTAGE

[93] Wine Advocate 
Bright, fresh and coolish on the crunchy and flinty nose with white 
peach and some lemon aromas. Full-bodied, lush and elegant on the 
palate, this is a big and powerful yet crystalline, vital and salty-piquant  
Himmelreich with firm searing acidity on the concentrated, energetic 
finish. This 2017 is still a baby and should be cellared for at least 3 to 
5+ years to gain more subtleness and elegance. I tasted the wine again 
one week after opening the bottle, and it had significantly improved. 
Issue 243. June 2019

[93] Wine Enthusiast —Cellar Selection —
Earthen shades of smoke and struck slate mingle into flavors of lime 
sorbet and crisp nectarine in this sleek, medium-bodied Riesling. 
Refreshingly dry and briskly concentrated, it’s a bit closed in its youth 
but should gain greater complexity and mouthfeel from 2022 and 
improve longer still. April 2020 

[92] Wine & Spirits 
This bore the funk of its ambient-yeast fermentation when we tasted 
it in November, lending the peachy fruit an earthy, meaty note that 
recalled a smoked ham hock. Yet the density of that fruit, and the 
fine, firm sense of minerality it offered kept bringing us back to the 
glass. Just give it time in the cellar to sort itself out. February 2020

[92] Fine Wine Review
Pineapple and other tropical fruit in the nose. Medium-light body, 
long, lemony fruit, some juiciness. Good length. October 2018

[90-92] Mosel Fine Wines 
Offers a rather reduced nose made of mirabelle, pear, apple, whipped 
cream, laurel and smoky slate. The wine is nicely complex and delicately  
multi-layered on the fruity and mineral palate. The finish is all about 
tart minerals, a hint of mirabelle and smoky elements. October 2018

[90-91] Vinous
Predictably for this site, there is brighter fruit, more sense of  
animation and more sheer juiciness here than in the corresponding 
Domprobst (even though, analytically speaking, the latter is higher 
in acidity). Fresh apple and grapefruit are stimulatingly accented by 
tartness and piquancy of skin and peel. But for all of the brightness on  
display, there is a welcome bit of the Domprobst’s midpalate richness, 
thanks to faint waxiness of texture and sheer sense of ripeness. The 
finish is admirably transparent to stony and alkaline nuances. April 2020

[17.5] Jancis Robinson 
There can be no doubt that Dr Loosen’s Grosse Gewächse continue 
to grow in complexity, as this intriguing composition of fresh green 
herbs and salty minerality demonstrates. A subtle hint of smoky Earl 
Grey adds further interest. Rich texture and good length — excellent 
substance. September 2018

[HHH+] Restaurant Wine 
Complex, medium full old vine vineyards from some of the Mosel’s 
greatest vineyards. The Himmelreich is very good: medium full bodied,  
round, finely flavored (apple, ginger, pear, roasted nut), and balanced, 
with a long finish. Indigenous yeast fermented; aged 12 months in 
oak barrels. 2019 Issues #184, #185 & #186

2016 VINTAGE

[95] Wine Enthusiast — Editors’ Choice — 
While the nose is subtle here, suggesting faint whiffs of crushed slate 
and lime, exuberantly concentrated grapefruit and tangerine flavors 
await on the palate. Medium bodied and dry, yet silky and penetrating,  
it finishes long with invigorating strikes of minerals and grapefruit 
bitters. It’s a lovely wine already but likely to improve through 2030. 
April 2019

[93] Wine Advocate 
Deep, pure and flinty on the nose, with lovely tropical fruit and herbal  
aromas intermixed with notes of crushed stones. On the palate, this 
is a round, intense and very juicy Himmelreich from 130-year-old vines.  
Dense and with finely grained tannins and minerals, the 2016 reveals 
impressive complexity and length. April 2016 – Issue 236

[91-92] Vinous 
Fresh apple and lemon piquantly tinged with seeds deploy on a  
forceful nose and firm palate, leading to a bell-clear, stone-lined 
finish in which that piquancy positively glows and the fruits stick 
invigoratingly to the gums. The bitter elements are more successfully 
integrated here than is often the case with Loosen Grosse Gewächse, 
and like the corresponding Domprobst this does not forget Riesling’s 
fundamental duty to refresh. January 2018

[90] Decanter 
This has a green apple and lime aroma which leads into a concentrated,  
juicy and ripe apple and lime palate, with a floral, steely note on the 
finish. Long and focused. September 14, 2018 

[17] Jancis Robinson 
Intense, crystal-clear nose. Very readable already. Very friendly and 
easy. Good balance even if without hidden depths of complexity. 
Well done. Very interesting to contrast the punk spikiness of the 
Schloss Lieser version with this lounge lizard. So smooth! October 2017
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2015 VINTAGE

[95] Wine Enthusiast – Cellar Selection – 
Crisp yellow stone fruit and pineapple are brisk and bright on the 
nose of this vivacious dry wine. Spine tingling and taut, but with 
unctuously concentrated fruit and mineral complexities, there’s still 
plenty of development to look forward to. Hold till 2020 if you can 
resist. February 2018

[92] Stuart Pigott (JamesSuckling.com)
The nose of apple and pear also has floral and grapefruit notes and is 
more open than Loosen’s other GGs. Although this wine is quite easy 
to understand there’s still good concentration and a very solid core. 
The perfect introduction to this category. October 2016

[91] Wine & Spirits — Best Buy —  
         — Year’s Best German Rieslings — 
Ernst Loosen started making dry wines in the style of his grandfather 
in 2008, fermenting them spontaneously in 1,000- or 3,000-liter casks,  
and leaving them undisturbed on the lees for the next year. The lees  
lend this 2015 a Münster-cheese note that persists even after decanting,  
but they also add a nutty richness that fills out the pear flavors, building  
a sense of grandeur. Still youthful, this needs time in the cellar to let the  
lighter notes of citrus and dried flowers come to the fore. February 2018

 Dr. Loosen Ürziger Würzgarten Riesling gg

2021 VINTAGE

[95-96] Wine Advocate
The wine offers a clear, beautifully refined and flinty bouquet of ripe  
and elegant Riesling fruit spiced with stony splinters. Lush and refined  
on the palate, this is a very elegant, saline and textured Riesling with 
enormous salinity in the mouth-watering, rich and intense finish. 
Definitely the finest GG of the vintage here. Augusst 2022

[94] JamesSuckling 
The power and concentration of this wine are elegantly underplayed. 
Lots of wild berries and herbs, but also plenty of red-fleshed vineyard 
peach. What a wonderful balance! Long and silky finish that pulls 
you inexorably back for more. August 2022

[93] Mosel Fine Wines 
It offers a beautiful nose made of elderflower, cassis, passion fruit, 
subtle elements of whipped cream, and fine smoke. The wine is 
smooth rather than bone-dry on the fruit-driven palate and leaves 
a nice feel of vineyard peach, whipped cream, and floral elements in 
the long and juicy finish. December 2022

2020 VINTAGE

[95-96] JamesSuckling 
What a beauty! So much wild berry and spice. Juicy and well-structured,  
the two sides of the wine already beautifully integrated. So much drive!  
Very long, spicy and stony finish. June 2021

[92-94] Mosel Fine Wines 
A beautifully complex and superbly refined and aromatic nose of cassis,  
almond cream, William’s pear, tangerine, orange, and spices. The wine  
is superbly playful on the palate, where its light juicy and fruity texture  
is wrapped into a blanket of spices. The finish is focused, long, and pure.  
This is a great dry Riesling in the making. 2026-2040. November 2021

[93] Wine Enthusiast 
This is generous, yet elegant, combining powerful acidity and rich 
flavor profile of ripe pear, lemon oil and spice. [The] acidity takes the 
center stage. However, notes of pineapple and spice prime the finish 
and lure you back in. February 2023
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[93] View From the Cellar Reviews By John Gilman 
The complex bouquet wafts from the glass in a mix of apple, lime 
peel, slate, bee pollen, wild yeasts, violets, and lilacs. On the palate 
the wine is vibrant, full-bodied, focused and quite elegant in profile, 
with a lovely core, excellent mineral undertow and grip, zesty acids, 
and a long, complex and already fairly wide-open finish.  
September-October 2022

2019 VINTAGE

[96] JamesSuckling.com (Stuart Pigott)  
         — [#59] Top 100 Wines of Germany 2020 — 
This is an extrovert Mosel GG with a ton of spice and berry aromas 
that are just beginning to open up. At once succulent and elegant 
on the palate, it manages to be complex and easy to understand, the 
finish very long and pure. Drink or hold. September 2020, November 2020

[96+] Wine Advocate
Beautifully clear, fresh and subtle on the precise and highly finessed 
bouquet of slate, iodine and herbal scents. The warm and elegant 
Riesling fruit intertwined with very fine herbal notes represents the 
very best of this exceptional grand cru in its original, much smaller 
size. Almost entirely sourced from the Urglück, this is a lush and  
intense, enormously powerful yet restrained and slatey Würzgarten GG  
with crystalline acidity that leads to a long, intense and still slightly 
astringent finish with refreshing lemon features. This wine is still 
developing and has the potential to become another giant of the 
vintage. October 2020

[93+] Mosel Fine Wines 
The wine is subtly creamy, profound, and racy on the palate and leaves  
a fruity rather than mineral feel in the finish. The after-taste is driv-
en by mirabelle, earthy spices, and pear. This gorgeous and slightly 
fruity expression of dry Riesling will need a few years to develop its 
cut. It could then easily exceed our high expectations, especially as 
the underlying complexity seems truly remarkable. October 2020 

[17.5] Jancis Robinson
Apple, pear and more than a hint of spice delight the olfactory  
perception, although there’s also still a little yeasty exuberance of 
youth. Very viscous on the palate. Juicy stone fruit makes the first call, 
but is getting caught up by a cool stony minerality towards the finish. 
October 2020

[HHHHH] Restaurant Wine 
A terrific GG Riesling.The 2019 GGs all have immediate appeal, and 
are perhaps the finest versions yet released by the winery The 2019 
Würzgarten GG is no less remarkable: supple in texture, richly  
flavored (honeysuckle, pineapple, white pepper, orange blossom, 
white peach), well balanced, and full and long on the finish. Delicious;  
warrants several more years of aging. Great value. Indigenous yeast 
fermented; aged 12 months in oak casks. From ungrafted, 120+ year 
old vines. October 2021

2018 VINTAGE

[95] Wine Enthusiast — Cellar Selection — 
Deep ripples of smoke and spice permeate through this smoldering 
dry Riesling. Packed with bristling lemon and grapefruit flavors, its 
palate is rich in texture yet steely and firm on the backbone. Tasted in 
early 2021, it’s nervous and demure in youth but should gain nuance 
and depth from 2023 and evolve beautifully through 2035 and  
beyond. June/July 2021

[94] Stuart Pigott (JamesSuckling.com) 
Very fresh wildflowers, honey and plenty of spice here with a pithy 
citrus-fruit edge. The palate has a very composed, detailed and deeply  
textural feel. Lime-juice flavors are laced with mineral spark and 
delivered in impressively succulent and spicy mode. Drink or hold. 
December 2019

[94] The Tasting Panel
Racy, refined, and long, with green peach and citrus. July/August 2021

[93+] View from the Cellar By John Gilman
The nose of the 2018 is beautifully expressive right out of the blocks, 
jumping from the glass in a beautiful blend of wild strawberries, 
gooseberry, lime, salty slate minerality, beautiful spice tones and a 
topnote of iris blossoms. On the palate the wine is bright, full-bodied,  
focused and minerally in personality, with a lovely core, fine focus and  
balance, impressive complexity and a long, vibrant and very refined 
finish. July–August 2020

[91-94] Mosel Fine Wines 
This cask sample proves still quite closed and driven by some almond 
cream and residual scents from its spontaneous fermentation. It is 
only after extensive airing that it reveals some elegantly floral scents 
of tangerine, vineyard peach, and spices. The wine is quite refined 
and delicate on the overall rather smooth and fruit-driven palate. 
Flavors of juicy yellow peach convey a not fully dry-tasting feel to the 
otherwise beautifully complex and lingering finish. October 2019

[91-92] Vinous By David Schildknecht 
The penetratingly high-toned nose evokes strawberry distillate and 
lime peel. An invigoratingly tangy impression of seedy fresh strawberry  
plays against a texturally polished background, augmented by resinous  
green herbal notes, then segues into a brightly, vibrantly lingering  
finish underlain by vivid wet stone. There is an overall sense of  
animation here, along with ample refreshment. November 2020

[91] Wine & Spirits 
Notes of sandalwood and cumin add spice to this wine’s pale peach 
and pear flavors. It feels succulent and youthful, with a chewy texture 
that suggests this will have more detail to show with age. February 2021

[17.5] Jancis Robinson 
The nose is seduced by a sweet composition of local and exotic fruit. 
The sweet juicy taste of nectarines, yellow plums and some rich citrusy  
notes puts plenty of fruit on the palate; almost too generous, which 
to some extent overpowers the customary spicy expression of the 
Würzgarten. Healthy acidity adds a refreshing touch to the finish. 
October 2019
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2017 VINTAGE

[95+] Wine Advocate 
shows very delicate, elegant, mineral and slatey aromas of white 
peaches on the stylish, coolish nose. It is lush, fresh and piquant on 
the palate, with a crystalline structure. This is a very clear, elegant 
Riesling with tropical fruits flavors on the long, silky, well-structured 
finish. Issue 243. June 2019

[95] Wine Enthusiast —Editors’ Choice —
Hints of smoke, struck flint and spice accent this gorgeously honeyed, 
intensely concentrated dry Riesling. Tangerine, quince and lemon 
flavors are rich and reverberating, edged by thrilling lime acidity and 
long, earthen finish. Fantastic already but it should gain complexity 
through 2030 and likely longer. April 2020 

[91-93] Mosel Fine Wines 
Offers a gorgeous nose of pear, cassis, mirabelle, whipped cream, 
dried herbs and smoky elements. The wine is still rather firm on 
the palate, where minerals and ripe mirabelle are wooing for one’s 
attention. The finish is direct but also hugely persistent. It is in the 
after-taste that the full and nicely multi-layered complexity of this 
fruit-driven dry Riesling comes through. October 2018

[91-92] Vinous
As always, this bottling’s concentration and overall quality reflect 
its origins in several especially well-located stands of ancient vines. 
Strawberry and thyme are garlanded on the nose and palate with 
bittersweet, musky iris. The feel is alluringly silken and the finish 
brightly juicy as well as transparent to smoky and stony nuanc-
es. Incisive nips of cress and crunch of strawberry seeds serve for 
heightened invigoration, while salinity activates the salivary glands. 
April 2020

[91] Wine Spectator 
Precise, clean and focused, with lots of spice and mineral notes up 
front, while flavors of quince and nectarine emerge midpalate. Shows 
complexity and harmony, though this remains a bit taut, not yet 
showing its full potential. Best from 2021 through 2027. December 2019

[HHHH] Restaurant Wine 
Round, medium full, and intensely flavored (candied lemon, apple, 
peach, with overtones of ginger and linden blossom), with a long 
palate evolution, and a long finish. Excellent. Merits modest aging.  
100+ year old vines. 2019 Issues #184, #185 & #186

[90+] Fine Wine Review
Round, some rose, not much spice, and I usually find a little more 
energy here. October 2018

[17.5] Jancis Robinson 
A delicate fragrance intrigues with hints of tropical fruit and exotic 
spices. On the palate juicy fruit delights with a citrusy tang, well 
supported by a dusty combination of minerals and spices. Herbal 
nuances add complexity. Not too dry, but nevertheless vibrant and 
fresh. September 2018 

2016 VINTAGE

[95] Wine Advocate 
Clear, deep and flinty on the nose, with herbal and mineral aromas as 
well as great purity and precision and a touch of tropical fruit aromas. 
Salty-piquant and enormously lush but also salty, this is a gorgeous 
Riesling with very fine tannins, stimulating crystallinity and mineral 
freshness. This is another highlight of the Loosen crus in 2016. This 
has great finesse and elegance and is enormously mouthwatering in 
the finish. Impressive. April 2016 – Issue 236

[95] Dr. Owen J. Bargreen (Washingtonwineblog.com)
Weighing in at 12.5% alcohol and .7 residual sugar, this wine is highly 
perfumed with nectarine and lychee with hints of nutmeg and 
Gravenstein apple. The palate is fat and downright intoxicating with 
Japanese pear, wet stone, petroleum and a stunning, near minute 
long finish. A stunning wine, this gorgeous wine will cellar well for 
decades. Drink 2019-2040. February 13, 2019

[93] Wine Enthusiast  
Unctuous and supple on the palate, this dry, richly textured Riesling 
offers plush white-grapefruit and white-peach flavors tinged with 
crushed minerals. Its voluminous bold style drinks well now but 
should continue to improve through 2026. April 2019

[91-92] Vinous 
Tasted in late July 2017 and slated for late September bottling, this 
delivers a fascinating combination of coolness and incisiveness by way  
of greenhouse-like scents of foliage and flowers, seedy kiwi, zesty lime  
and cress. Glycerol-rich but with underlying firmness, the palate is 
not at all weighed down by its 12.5% alcohol. This finishes with  
penetrating, refreshingly juicy persistence and admirable animation,  
salinity and impingements of cress and crushed offering  
saliva-inducement and invigoration. January 2018

[17] Jancis Robinson 
Notably deep golden straw. Quite refined, buttoned-up nose. And 
then a great explosion of spiced sausage on the palate. Very satisfying. 
No need for food when you have it in the glass! All bases covered. 
Maybe not for the longest life but lots of interest and pleasure  
delivered. October 2017

2015 VINTAGE

[94] Wine Enthusiast – Cellar Selection – 
Hints of exotic spice perfume this single-vineyard Riesling sourced 
from red-slate soils. While dry and steely in structure, it’s a ripe, 
intensely concentrated wine full of fragrant freesia, peach and honey 
notes. Rich and unctuous in mouthfeel, it finishes with length and 
persistence. February 2018

[94] Stuart Pigott (JamesSuckling.com)
This was quite yeasty when poured but quickly opened up. Stunning 
nose of wild strawberry, peach and spice. Still medium-bodied, but 
with some real old-vine intensity, then a dazzling finish in which all 
the spice returns. October 2016
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2014 VINTAGE

[92] Decanter 
Wonderful and appealing bouquet with passion fruit, pineapple, 
mango aromas, and herbal notes. Supple, silky texture with citrus 
fruit and a hint of toffee. An exciting wine, very pure with a touch of 
spice on the long finish. September 14, 2018 

 Dr. Loosen Wehlener Sonnenuhr Riesling gg

2021 VINTAGE

[94-95] Wine Advocate
This shows an intense, elegant and coolish bouquet of ripe, bright 
fruits and flint stones. Lush and round on the palate, this is a supple, 
salivating, saline and juicy WSU with an intense and substantial 
finish. This is gorgeous and kind of hedonistic yet with the clear and 
defined 2021 acidity. Excellent. Augusst 2022

[93+] Mosel Fine Wines 
It offers a very subtle nose made of white flowers, herbs, and spices. 
The wine is juicy and packed with minerals, fruits, and floral flavors 
on the palate. It leaves a remarkably playful feel in the focused and 
yet quite complex finish. December 2022

[93] JamesSuckling 
Cool and herbal, but well-balanced and elegant this 2021 Riesling 
GG has an appealing silkiness in spite of the lemony acidity. The 
positive tannins build at the long, structured finish. August 2022

2020 VINTAGE

[94-95] JamesSuckling 
Stunning white-fruit and floral aromas are married to a full and very 
silky body. Concentration and gracefulness all at once. A charmer 
with more than enough structure. June 2021

[94] View From the Cellar Reviews By John Gilman 
The utterly refined nose wafts from the glass in a blend of pear, white 
cherry, vanilla bean, a beautiful base of slate, apple blossoms and a 
nice touch of wild yeasts in the upper register. On the palate the 
wine is full-bodied, complex, and beautifully balance, with bright 
acids, lovely focus and grip, a good core, fine transparency, and a long, 
bouncy finish. September-October 2022

[92] Wine Enthusiast 
An engaging floral aroma opens up this Riesling, with razor-sharp 
flavors of lemon curd, quince and savory herb. The electric acidity 
support the structure, with mineral details adding to the experience. 
Long finish. February 2023
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[91-93] Mosel Fine Wines 
A beautifully refreshing and zesty nose of citrusy fruits, pear, anise, 
herbs, and prune. The wine starts off on the juicy and fruity side 
(yellow peach, pear), which give it a creamy and smoother side. Yet 
the finish reveals great cut and intensity. There is a touch of tartness 
and power in need of integration. This great playful expression of dry 
Riesling now needs a few years to integrate its elements. 2024-2033. 
November 2021

2019 VINTAGE

[96] Wine Advocate
Highly delicate and fine in its multilayered, fruity, floral and crunchy/
flinty bouquet that reveals very fine slate aromas and even salty notes.  
Absolutely fabulous! Silky textured, lush and generous yet highly  
finessed, this is an intense yet subtle, pure and minerally fresh Riesling  
from one of the Mosel’s finest vineyard. The finish is long, fresh, piquant  
and sustainably structured as well as salty. Irresistible. October 2020

[95] JamesSuckling.com (Stuart Pigott) 
Succulent and filigree with tons of white peaches and super vibrant 
acidity. Enormous freshness and a really vibrant finish. Drink or hold. 
September 2020

[92] Mosel Fine Wines 
Offers a hugely engaging nose made of blueberry, white flowers, 
whipped cream, smoke, and subtly tannic elements. The wine proves 
smooth and hugely alluring on the creamy and profound palate, and 
leaves a juicy rather than bone-dry feel in the long finish. This wine 
is still very much work in progress and will need many years to inte-
grate its smoothness and reveal its underlying cut. October 2020 

[17.5] Jancis Robinson
A charming fragrance combines floral and herbal with aromas of ripe 
yellow fruit and a hint of earthy minerality. On the palate the fruit of 
peach and pear takes the initiative, but is well balanced by cool mint 
and fine nuances of spice with aniseed the most prominent. October 2020

[HHHHH] Restaurant Wine 
A terrific GG Riesling.The 2019 GGs all have immediate appeal, and 
are perhaps the finest versions yet released by the winery. The 2019 
Sonnenuhr is superb: very fragrant, quite rich (honeysuckle, linden 
blossom, white peach, honey, pineapple flavors), finely balanced, and 
very long and harmonious on the finish. Terrific quality; warrants  
aging. Indigenous yeast fermented. Aged 12 months in oak casks. 
From ungrafted, 100+ year old vines. October 2021

2018 VINTAGE

[96] The Tasting Panel
Deep and luscious, this stunning example of a classic dry Riesling 
shows peach, lime, and great finesse. An icon. July/August 2021

[95] Wine Enthusiast — Editors’ Choice — 
Piquant whiffs of smoke and spice accent gleaming yellow peach and 
nectarine in this decadently sunny yet slender dry Riesling. While 
medium in body, the palate is richly textured. This intensely fruity 
wine is welcoming young but steely and structured enough to allow  
it to gain complexity and depth through 2035 and hold further.  
June/July 2021

[95] Wine & Spirits 
Ernst Loosen bottles this wine from a parcel of vines planted in  
Wehlener Sonnenuhr’s blue-slate soils some 130 years ago.  
Spontaneously fermented in large old barrels and left for a year on 
the lees without any stirring, it’s so concentrated in its succulent  
fruit that it seems sweet at first go. But it’s not; it’s simply packed,  
radiating pure, sunny lemon and clementine flavor from a firm 
mineral core. Delicious now, this should age well for another decade 
or more. February 2021

[95] Stuart Pigott (JamesSuckling.com) 
Super fresh, flinty and fine aromas of lemon and grapefruit on offer, 
as well as wildflowers and stones. The palate has a smoothly resolved 
texture with supple, lemon and yellow-peach flavors. Long and 
even-handed finish. Great depth here. Drink or hold. December 2019

[93+] View from the Cellar By John Gilman
Offers up a refined bouquet of pear, apple, vanilla bean, slate, fruit 
blossoms and a lovely touch of apple pie spice in the upper register. 
On the palate the wine is deep, full-bodied and very wellbalanced, 
with a fine core of fruit, excellent mineral drive and cut, zesty acids 
and a long, focused and complex finish. July–August 2020

[91-94] Mosel Fine Wines 
Offers an elegant and quite refined nose of tangerine, candied grape-
fruit, floral elements, apricot blossom, almond cream, and a hint of 
smoke. A touch of cream and toffee underlines the fruity side o f the  
wine on the palate. In complement, zesty flavors bring some freshness  
to the superb finish. This dry Riesling has quite some upside, especially  
if the fresher side takes over at maturity. October 2019

[89-90] Vinous By David Schildknecht 
Zesty lemon mingles with vanilla and seed-tinged apple on the nose as  
well as on the polished, pithily concentrated palate. The finish is subtly  
but mouthwateringly salt-tinged as well as admirably transparent to 
wet stone underpinnings. November 2020

[18] Jancis Robinson 
In a fascinating fragrance the Sonnenuhr captures the essence of 
summer with meadow flowers, cornfields and ripe yellow fruit. On 
the palate ripe peaches and nectarines are served on a rich texture 
without exaggerated opulence. Delicate nuances of sweet spice and 
stony minerality add finesse and there is also enough acidity to give 
this Grosses Gewächs the classic Mosel vibrancy. October 2019
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2017 VINTAGE

[96] Wine Advocate 
Bright, clear, fine and relaxed on the subtly concentrated nose that 
displays aromas of perfectly ripe stone fruit intertwined with delicate 
slate notes. On the palate, this is a concentrated, lush, vital, crystalline,  
highly refined and complex Sonnenuhr with finely racy acidity, lots of  
energy, grip and mineral tension. This is a rich, concentrated, powerful  
but still refined, vital and elegant Sonnenuhr that will improve over 
the years in the bottle. Issue 243. June 2019

[90-93] Mosel Fine Wines 
Offers a beautifully fruit-driven nose of vineyard peach, greengage, 
quince, grapefruit and earthy spices. The wine proves quite intense 
yet nicely focused on the palate, where a touch of camphor is nicely 
wrapped into some racy and creamy elements. The finish is subtle, 
playful and quite intense. This is a gorgeous dry Riesling made in an 
upfront fruit-driven style in the making. October 2018

[93] Wine Enthusiast 
Tasted in early 2020, this zesty, light-footed GG highlights exhilarating  
green apple, lemon and pineapple flavors edged by tangs of steel, 
slate and earth. A touch of honey cushions the finish, but it’s still 
tightly wound and nervous in its youth. An invigorating wine that 
should gain texture and depth. Best enjoyed from 2022. August 2020

[93] Wine & Spirits 
This is the most elegant of Ernst Loosen’s GGs in 2017, a crystalline  
wine from the blue-slate soils of the Wehlener Sonnenuhr. The 
penetrating acidity cuts straight through the pineapple-ripe fruit, 
sending the flavors skyward, turning them into sunlight. It’s firm and 
long, suited to drinking now or cellaring. February 2020

[92+] Fine Wine Review
Spicy nose — one would almost think this the Würzgarten mislabelled.  
The mouth is dense, intense, slate and yellow. Good acidity. October 2018

[90] Wine Spectator 
A bit tight, with white peach, kiwifruit and yellow apple notes,  
underscored by savory mineral elements. Hints of brown sugar and  
pine linger in the background before being scooped up by a wave  
of bright acidity, leaving a mouthwatering finish. Best from 2021 
through 2027. December 2019

[89-90] Vinous
Scents of green apple wood, clover and white peach greet the nose 
rather tentatively. This proves an unusually angular, even slightly austere  
expression of its site, but also one conveying welcome invigoration 
as it evokes apple near the core and white peach near the pit in its 
combination of tang, piquancy, and subtle salinity. The feel is firm, 
and the finish is juicy enough to refresh, revealing a bittersweet floral 
note suggestive of clover and honeysuckle at the stem. April 2020

[17.5] Jancis Robinson 
An intriguing fragrance draws more on herbal inspiration than fruity 
aromas. On the palate Ernie Loosen’s Sonnenuhr shows plenty of 
substance, a pronounced saltiness combines mineral content with 
mouth-watering freshness. There’s still a little stone fruit, but  
altogether the wine seems drier than in previous vintages. September 2018

2016 VINTAGE

[94] Wine Enthusiast 
Whiffs of orange blossoms and dusty minerals introduce this intensely  
concentrated cream-textured wine. The palate runs quite tropical 
offering loads of juicy pink-grapefruit and guava flavors anchored by 
layers of slate and mineral tones. While moderate in alcohol, it’s a 
voluminous and mouthfilling wine that drinks well now but should 
continue to improve through 2026. April 2019

[94] Wine Advocate 
Offers a clear, refined and delicately flinty bouquet of ripe white fruits  
and crushed minerals with lovely purity. Round and lush, this is a 
full-bodied, intense and elegant Sonnenuhr with a powerful finish. 
Fine tannins here and good texture. The acidity is salty-piquant and 
perfectly integrated. This GG is clearly characterized by its long aging  
on the lees, which adds texture and finesse. Long and salty in the finish.  
A lovely wine—lush and vital and always piquant. April 2016 – Issue 236

[92] Decanter 
This wine has a spicy, steely character typical of this vineyard, filled out 
with a good concentration of fresh green apple, a touch of citrus and a 
floral lift on the finish. September 14, 2018 

[90] Wine & Spirits 
This is tight and herbal, with a quinine bitterness to its notes of lem-
on and leafy greens. It feels cool and springy, a wine to save for early 
summer peas and asparagus. February 2019

[16.5] Jancis Robinson 
White pepper on the (slightly muted) but lightly pungent nose. Lots 
of raw energy here but it’s still a bit callow. Wait awhile. Still pretty 
unformed. October 2017

[89-90] Vinous 
Apple and white peach are strongly marked by the piquancy of 
their seeds and pits but fortunately preserve a modicum of primary 
juiciness. There is a greater sense of stuffing and fullness here than 
in other Loosen 2016 Grosse Gewächse, but less animation or sense 
of detail. The bitter side of vanilla bean points toward the Einzellage 
of origin, and there is a prominent undertone of wet stone in the 
seriously sustained finish. January 2018
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2015 VINTAGE

[95] Wine Enthusiast – Cellar Selection – 
While subdued on the nose, there’s intensity and persistence to be 
found in this deeply concentrated dry Riesling. White grapefruit and  
peach flavors are cutting and fresh, edged by layers of slate and 
crushed mineral. Electric acidity reverberates through a long finish. 
Hold until 2020, though it’s bound to keep improving for years  
beyond. February 2018

[94] Stuart Pigott (JamesSuckling.com)
Because Erni Loosen has been making the GGs from the Würzgarten, 
Treppchen and Prälat longer than this wine, it often gets ignored or 
underrated. The nose is like a huge bouquet of flowers, and you need 
some time to take them all in. The palate’s generous and juicy, but 
also very elegant and graceful, the very ripe gently acidity lifting the 
rich body. Intensely mineral finish. October 2016

Dr. Loosen Bernkasteler Johannisbrünnchen  
Riesling gg

2020 VINTAGE

[94-95] JamesSuckling 
So much spice and quite a bit of yeastiness too, but that only adds to 
the excitement. Concentrated golden-fruit character. Racy with tons 
of wet-stone minerality. June 2021

[90-91] Mosel Fine Wines 
Offers a very fine reductive and herbal nose with scents of white 
flowers, vineyard peach, and a hint of coconut. The wine is racy and 
very focused on the zesty palate. The finish is very long yet light, 
zesty, and very spicy, with just a hint of tartness still in need of  
integration. 2024-2033. November 2021

2018 VINTAGE

[95] JamesSuckling.com 
Very attractive and fresh aromas of wildflowers, grapefruit and savory,  
slate-like notes. The palate has a very juicy feel with a succulent, 
deep-set array of lime-juice and white-peach flavors. Fine, smooth 
cut of acidity too. Drink or hold. September 2019

[88-89] Vinous By David Schildknecht 
Dark, piquantly pit-inflected cherry and seedy, borderline-bitter 
huckleberry are laced with fresh lime whose zest adds further bitterness.  
As with others of the Loosen vintage 2018 Grosse Gewächse, the 
midpalate impression is pithy and palpably dense but positively  
influenced in texture by lees. This finishes without the clarity or 
comfortingly cooling herbal notes found in the corresponding Lay. 
Instead, it’s stone suffusion and pit-piquancy all the way through. 
The wine is certainly impressive in terms of sheer grip — leaving me  
licking my lips in an effort to clean off apparent residues — and harbors  
a modicum of primary, lime-like juiciness to refresh. November 2020


