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Dr. Loosen 2021 Harvest Report
“Bucking the hot and dry trend of the last several years”

BERNKASTEL/MOSEL, GERMANY 
Sometimes climate change surprises you, as after six con-

secutive hot and very dry years, 2021 proved to be a stark 

contrast to this trend because it was considerably cooler 

and moister. This contrast led to challenges in the vi-

neyard that were much different to the previous years. 

We have been doing this so long that usually weeks befo-

re the harvest we have a pretty good idea what sort of po-

tential the vintage will have. This time we were denied 

that glimpse into the future. We had to work hard until 

the very last day, but it was all worth it.  Our Rieslings 

shine with fine fruit, wonderful slate minerality and a 

pronounced raciness, which are all elements of a classic 

Mosel vintage and one that is already proving itself to be 
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quite pleasurable to drink; however, we are also seeing a potential for the wines to ripen in the cellar for quite some 

time.

The year began with intensely cold weather. So cold that on January 11th, we were able to harvest the last grapes of the 

2020 vintage for Eiswein at minus seven degrees Celsius. February was also bitterly cold. The vegetation advanced 

lethargically in the following months, and budding and flowering were two weeks later than in the previous year. 

Fortunately, we were spared from any frost damage like that which caused severe losses in some French wine-growing 

regions. Because the summer also remained wet and cool, the grapes ripened rather slowly. We had our hands full in the 

vineyard to keep the grapes healthy and provide them with 

the best possible conditions for ripening.

It wasn‘t until the beginning of October that we started 

harvesting. And we were pleased to note that in particular 

our Grand Cru vineyard sites benefited from the cool we-

ather. The grapes ripened perfectly and at a pace that we 

were never under pressure to harvest quickly due to any 

impending over ripeness possibilities.  

In the end we were totally satisfied. The 2021 vintage of-

fers everything you could wish for from Mosel Rieslings – 

from a classically-crisp and fruity Kabinett to a complex 

and dry Großes Gewächs. For each quality, we were able 



Healthy Riesling Grapes

to harvest perfect grapes with just the right amount of ripeness. We also harvested Eiswein during the wee hours of the 

morning on Wednesday, December 22nd to fully round out the vintage! It is of course logical, that a terroir driven wine is 

inherently a reflection of that year’s climate and vegetation conditions, but this particular vintage gave this notion even 

more depth and meaning.  With their delicacy, finesse and elegance, our 2021 Mosel Rieslings stand out from the great, 

but stylistically quite similar wines of the previous hot and dry years. Our dry wines will also benefit significantly from 

the long storage on the full yeast, which is as it should be. Our Cellarmaster, Berni Schug, who has vast experience with 

many types of Mosel vintages, points out that he expected this outcome due to the “parallels to previous vintages that 

were characterized by a long and cool ripening period, which leads to a classically elegant abundance of fruit aromas as 

well modest alcohol levels; this you can only find on the Mosel!” 

There is no doubt that climate change is progressing, but fortunately this does not mean that our vines are predestined to 

be exposed to heat and drought every year. Sure, the heavy rain gave us a lot of work in 2021, but it also replenished the 

deep-water reservoirs for the vineyards so that our vines are better equipped for the next dry season. Even though this 

was a difficult vintage, I hope you have a lot of pleasure in experiencing all of its subtleties and nuances in the glass. 

Regards, 

Ernst F. Loosen

###

For more information, contact:
Kirk Wille • Loosen Bros. USA 

E-Mail: kirk.wille@drloosen.com • Phone: +1 503-984-3041
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