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Wound Care: 

_____ Shave Biopsy:  A shave biopsy involves numbing a small area of your skin, then obtaining a sample 

to help make a proper diagnosis.  To care for your site, leave the bandage in place until the day after your 

biopsy.  Remove the bandage, wash the area with soapy water, apply Vaseline, then cover the biopsy site 

with a bandage.  Repeat this daily for 10 to 14 days. If you must leave the bandage off, keep the area greasy 

and no scrubbing!   

 Biopsy sites rarely become infected, but if you feel it’s necessary to use an antibiotic ointment, 

please use Polysporin.  You will be notified of your results when they become available, usually within 7 to 

10 days.   

 

______Punch Biopsy:  A punch biopsy involves numbing a small area of your skin, then obtaining a sam-

ple with a circular instrument, and closed with 1 to 3 stitches so the site can heal.  To care for your site, 

leave the bandage in place until the day after your biopsy.  Remove the bandage, wash the area with soapy 

water, apply Vaseline, then cover the biopsy site with a bandage.  Repeat this daily for 10 to 14 days. If you 

must leave the bandage off, keep the area greasy and no scrubbing!  If sutures are dissolvable, you won’t 

need to return for suture removal unless a discussion or follow-up of your skin condition is necessary.  The 

nurse will instruct you on proper follow-up. 

Biopsy sites rarely become infected, but if you feel it’s necessary to use an antibiotic ointment, please use 

Polysporin.  You will be notified of your results when they become available, usually within 7 to 10 days.   

 

______Cryosurgery (Liquid Nitrogen/Freezing):  Cryosurgery uses liquid nitrogen to destroy “bad” cells 

in the skin.  Lowering the temperature of the cells and a small area of surround skin can destroy the le-

sion.  Immediately following cryosurgery, you will notice redness and swelling at the treatment site.  Blis-

tering or weeping may occur, lasting approximately one week, followed by crusting.  Most areas will heal 

completely in 10 to 14 days. 

Wash the treated area daily.  Allow soapy water to run over the areas, but do not scrub.  If a scab forms, 

allow it to fall off on its own.  Application of Vaseline over the area will aid in wound healing.  You can use 

a bandage if you feel it’s necessary. Call the office if you have any concerns.   

 


