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Offering Advice in a Time of Need 
By Jacob Rutledge
It was President Woodrow Wilson who said, “I not only use all the brains I have but all I can 
borrow.” No person is a closed system of absolute knowledge. Each of us is limited by our 
finiteness, fragility, and time. If we become an expert in one subject, we become deficient in 
another. Our best made plans are often in need of correction, amendments, and critiques—
and yet few of us are willing to recognize this reality without a fight. Accepting advice from 
another is a sharp prick to the pride, for it is an admittance of limitation and weakness. Yet 
the Proverbs writer reminds us: “Let the wise hear and increase in learning, and the one who 
understands obtain guidance” (Prov. 1:5). 
 Ironically, I’ve discovered that giving advice is, at times, more difficult than receiving 
it. How do you offer help to someone—especially someone you care for—without appearing 
to be a prideful know-it-all? Each of us should reflect on this, as most of us will be granted the 
opportunity to speak a word of guidance to those whom we are the closest (and maybe even 
those to whom we aren’t that close). 
 In Genesis 4, we witness God as the “wonderful counselor” (Isa. 9:6) as he offers 
advice to Cain on the heels of failure. By examining this interaction, we discover a few 
practical steps to giving advice to those in need. 
           1.  Be Perceptive. The text informs us that “Cain was very angry, and his face fell” 
(v. 5). I find it interesting that Cain didn’t say a word, and yet the Lord knew that something 
was wrong (v. 6). Of course, the Lord knows the hearts of all, yet the context seems to imply 
that God knew something was off just by looking at Cain—his body language said more than 
enough. It’s a reminder that we can’t be oblivious to the signs our friends and family offer when 
they are hurting. Often, we dismiss the concerned brow, the pouting lip, the watering eyes, and 
the distant stare because we feel we are reading too much into it when, in fact, we are read-
ing through the lines. Look for signs of struggle and seek to engage. 
           2.  Ask Self-Assessment Questions. Good advice doesn’t lecture, but it does lead. It 
guides and directs people into a place of honesty, humility, and confession. Hence, why God 
asks Cain a simple but important question: “Why are you angry?” (4:6). The Lord knows ex-
actly why, but he wants Cain to reflect on the reasons for his wrath. Are you angry at the right 
person? Are you angry for the right reason? Are you angry enough to change? Often advice 
is simply about entering into the space of a friend and asking them a question they refuse to 
ask themselves. Self-reflection can be spurned by the inquisition of a friendly tongue. 
           3.  Offer Hope. Everyone knows how the story between Cain and Abel ends—but it 
didn’t have to finish so tragically! In fact, God offers Cain hope and the promise of restoration: 
“If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the 
door. Its desire is contrary to you, but you must rule over it” (4:7). This wasn’t the end of the 
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Welcome Visitors
We are so glad you’re here! We ask that you please complete 
a visitor card from the back of the pew in front of you and place 
it in the collection plate as you exit so that we may have a record 
of your attendance. On a table in our foyer, you will find a Welcome 
folder that you may take with you so that you may learn more about 
us.  We hope you will visit again soon.                                   

Contribution $5,331
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Announcements 
• Today we will have our First Sunday Focus.  A catered lunch will be provided with a  
second bible study to follow immediately after the meal.  All are welcome to stay. 
• Service Opportunity: We are seeking a couple of individuals or a family to deliver groceries to 
Hill Country Cottage residents on January 8th.  If you would like to participate on the 8th or on 
some later date, let Jacob or Regina know.  
• A Soul Winning Worshop conducted by Jon Rowe is scheduled for January 29th from 9 am to 
3pm at the building.    

road for Cain; God wasn’t rejecting him or closing the door to fu-
ture acceptance. He showed him the path and encouraged him to 
take it. He informed Cain that he could master the sin that sinisterly 
waited to take advantage of his failure and challenged him to do 
         so—but at the end of the day, it was Cain’s choice to make. 

                              This final though is an important one as we seek 
                      to guide others with wise counsel: All we can do it 
                       offer advice; we cannot force others to take it. As 
                        one writer noted, “The Lord does not hold us  
                          responsible for people’s responses to our godly 
                           efforts…when it comes to helping people, what 
                            counts is faithful effort rather than the ultimate  
                           result” (Bagents and Snodgrass, Counseling for 
                           Church Leaders). 
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Song Leader

Opening Prayer

Scripture Reading
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Closing Prayer

Tim Wright
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Matthew Walker
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Wednesday, January 5th                          
Song Leader TBD

Church Family • Paul Brown, Sarah Crumley, Vikki 
Fox, Cora Jonas, Russ and Pat Molenaar, Clinton & 
Carolyn Rutherford, Betty Starling 

HCC Resident • Nancy Wallace

Longhorn Village • Marvin Crumley 

Ledgestone Residents • Marie Balderson, Elsie 
Norton, Lynn Perkins, Shirley Scott, Betty White 
Stonebridge • Sheryl Walker 
Buda Oaks •  Roberta Morris 
 
Family & Friends • Elana Dalley, Carole  
Emerson, Jean Griffith’s daughter: Vicki, Mike Garceus, 
Kris Hickerson, Matt King’s mother, Laurie Kreek-Sny-
der, Carl Stayton, Bennett and Flynn O’Hara, Dennis 
and Juanita Tilley Opening Prayer Bill Hyde

Evening

Morning

Song Leader    Brian Wilks
Opening Prayer TBD

Colossians 3:1-4

The food pantry is in need of the following 
items during the month of January: 
•oatmeal                   •crackers
•peanut butter          •tuna   
           •canned soup

Closing Prayer
Damon Hyde

Food Pantry

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the 
things that are above, where Christ is, seated at 

the right hand of God. 

Set your minds on things that are above, not on 
things that are on earth.  

For you have died, and your life is hidden with 
Christ in God.  

 
When Christ who is your life appears, then you 

also will appear with him in glory.

Speaker

January
Jeri Belyea, Anita Merz, Jennifer Mauck, 
Caroline Westover, Esther Cain

Darrel Underwood


