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Can You Celebrate Christmas Religiously? 
By Jacob Rutledge
     Growing up in a conservative Christian home, we celebrated Christmas every year—but there 
was no manger scene or star on the tree. Instead, we enjoyed all of the traditions that surround the 
Holiday—the story of Santa, the decorations, and gift-giving—without any religious tone in the mix. 
We skipped the religious songs when they came on the radio, didn’t attend Christmas plays, and 
generally did all we could to not recognize Christmas as the actual birth of Jesus. For some, this 
seemed odd due my family’s strong, Christian convictions. Yet, it was those same principles that led 
us to not celebrate such: we didn’t see this practice in scripture, and therefore we didn’t partici-
pate. 
     Not much has changed in the way we celebrate Christmas as a family. Yet, while I certainly 
appreciate the sentiments and convictions of my childhood home, I stop short of condemning the 
practice of celebrating Christmas as a way of honoring the birth of our Lord. This is mainly due to 
the Spirit’s teaching in Romans 14:5-7:
     “One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all days alike. Each 
one should be fully convinced in his own mind. The one who observes the day, observes it in honor 
of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while the one 
who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God.”
     In this chapter, Paul is speaking of differences of opinions on highly controversial matters. They 
are not simply matters of indifference, but issues with which people struggle in their own conscience. 
One of the points of contention is the celebration of holy days/holidays; that is whether one 
“esteemed a day better than the other.” In a mixed congregation like Rome, with both Jewish and 
Gentile elements present, there no doubt were various feast days that brought a great amount of 
tension. Yet, the apostle’s instructions are simply this: do what you desire without violating your con-
science, but be sure to honor the Lord, refusing to pass judgment on someone who makes a different 
decision (v. 4). This is wise counsel for us today as well: celebrating Christmas religiously is a matter 
of personal conscience, not of public debate/judgment. 
     Let me give an example. Imagine that there was no such thing as Christmas; it was never invented 
or celebrated. Yet, one year, your family decides in your devotionals at home, that you are going 
to focus an entire month on the birth narratives. You read through the first few chapters of Matthew 
and Luke’s gospel, and you sing hymns focused on Jesus’ birth. In order to give an object lesson, 
you place a little manger scene in your living room. Would we have the right/authority to do this? 
Certainly. Why then is it wrong in our present context? 
     Certainly, the church can’t force a holiday on anyone (this is the entire context of Romans 14), 
and we should do our best to promote the truth when and where we can (without causing confusion 
about some of the myths surrounding Jesus’ birth). The timing of the Holiday is contentious for some, 
for we don’t know the exact date when Jesus was born (and this is true), yet it also isn’t outside the 
realm of possibility that it was around this time of the year (despite what you’ve heard). Because of 
these uncertainties we don’t formalize this holiday congregationally, but if someone wishes to cele-
brate such personally Paul simply says, “Keep it between yourself and God” (Rom. 14:22). So, as we 
enjoy this wonderful time of the year, let us learn to give each other one of the greatest gifts we can 
offer: deference, understanding, patience, and grace rather than judgment. 
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Matthew Walker

Welcome Visitors
We are so glad you’re here! We ask that you please complete 
a visitor card from the back of the pew in front of you and place 
it in the collection plate as you exit so that we may have a record 
of your attendance. On a table in our foyer, you will find a Welcome 
folder that you may take with you so that you may learn more about 
us.  We hope you will visit again soon.                                   

Contribution $6,545
Sunday AM 127

Sunday AM 129

Brian Wilks Darrel Underwood

Announcements 

Youth Events             

• Our Christmas LIGHT program has launched.  See your email or the God’s Family Facebook 
page for more details.  
 
• It’s Cheer Basket time!  Cheer baskets are a great way to reach out to our members that have 
experienced loss or been shut in this past year.  If you would like to help by bringing items or  
delivering baskets, please see the sign-up list on the table at the back of the auditorium. 
 
• A Thank You Quilt is being created for Roland and Anita Merz for all of their years of service to 
the congregation.  Quilt squares are on the table in the back of the auditorium until 12/12. 
 
• The Ladies’ Ornament Exchange will be held at the Walker’s home (401 Country Lane) on Mon-
day, December 6th at 6:30pm.  Bring a wrapped Christmas ornament and wear comfy Christmas 
pj’s or loungewear.  The meal is provided.  Adults only.  RSVP on Facebook.  
  
• The Candy House Decorating for all ages (0-99+)  will be on December 12 at 4:00pm before 
                                          evening services in Room 101.  Bring two bags of candy to decorate 
                                                your house. 

A Youth Group Christmas Party will be held at the 
Cain’s Home (104 Gallatin, Kyle, TX ) for middle 
school through high school youth on December 11th 
 from 6-8pm.  Wear an ugly Christmas sweater 
     (optional) and bring a $10 wrapped gift 
      They will serve dinner, have a neighborhood 
        scavenger hunt, make gingerbread houses 
        (Oreo) and play games.  Please contact the 
        Cains if you have any questions and RSVP on 
       GroupMe.   



     

  

Privileged to Serve
Sunday, December 5th

Song Leader

Opening Prayer

Scripture Reading

Sermon

Closing Prayer

Brian Wilks

John Gray

Alec Estrada 

John Moore

Matthew Walker

Keep In Your Prayers
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Wednesday, December 8th                          
Song Leader TBD

Church Family • Paul Brown, Sarah Crumley,  
Vikki Fox, Cora Jonas, Russ and Pat Molenaar,  
Clinton & Carolyn Rutherford, Betty Starling, Denny 
Williamson 
 

HCC Resident • Nancy Wallace

Longhorn Village • Marvin Crumley 

Ledgestone Residents • Elsie Norton, Shirley 
Scott, Marie Balderson, Betty White 
Stonebridge • Sheryl Walker 
Buda Oaks •  Roberta Morris 
 
Family & Friends • Elana Dalley, Carole Emerson, 
Jean Griffith’s daughter: Vicki, Kris Hickerson, Matt 
King’s mother, Laurie Kreek-Snyder, Bennett and Flynn 
O’Hara, Dennis and Juanita Tilley 

Opening Prayer Roland Merz

Afternoon

Morning

Song Leader      TBD
Opening Prayer TBD

• The church food pantry would love to have 
donations of your larger sturdy “vinyl” re-usable 
grocery bags with handles. Bags can be gen-
tly used or new.  Specifically, those that have a 
rectangular bottom and will hold a lot of weight. 
The type we are looking for can hold a layer of 
canned goods at the bottom. 
 
• The food pantry is in need of the following items 
during the month of December:  

•mac and cheese (box)         •canned soup
•peanut butter      •canned fruit 
•canned tuna and chicken

• Elana Dalley had surgery on November 
19th.  Doctors removed her colon and 
part of her spleen.  Elana currently has 
pneumonia and doctors are treating 
blood clots in her legs.  She is expected 
to be moved to a nursing facility/rehab 
soon.  Please continue your prayers for 
Elana.   

• Gavin Valle requests prayers for a 
childhood friend, Laurie Kreek-Snyder, 
who was recently diagnosed with a small, 
malignant tumor on her retina.  Her  
condition is treatable but there are risks 
to her eye.  Please remember Laurie in 
       your prayers.

Prayer Updates

Closing Prayer TBD

Food Pantry


