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More Than Any Concern for Ourselves 
By Gary Henry
“. . . that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His suffer-
ings, being conformed to His death, if, by any means, I may attain to the resurrection from 
the dead” (Philippians 3:10,11).

KNOWING GOD IS WORTH WHATEVER IT COSTS, EVEN IF IT MEANS THE SACRIFICE OF 
EVERY CONCERN FOR OURSELVES. For most of us, however, it takes constant vigilance to 
make sure our hearts are truly turned in God’s direction and we are seeking Him for His own 
sake. We must be careful not to “use” God. He does not exist to furnish us a means — not 
even the highest of means — by which we can come to think of ourselves more positively. 
God is not a means to anything, least of all the mere boosting of our self-image.

What, then, is “godliness” about? It may come as a surprise to some, but godliness is about 
more than the acquiring of godly character. We can’t glorify God as we should without 
living godly lives, it is true, but the reasons for which we seek to become godly have more 
to do with Him than with us. We do not show reverence and gratitude to Him simply because 
it benefits us, but because those are the proper responses of a creature to its Creator.

Our self-centered approach to godliness is one reason why our religion does not show 
up any more often in service to those around us. Oswald Chambers made this point in his 
usual terse way: “Christian workers fail because they place their desire for their own holiness 
above their desire to know God. ‘Don’t ask me to be confronted with the strong reality of 
redemption on behalf of the filth of human life surrounding me today; what I want is anything 
God can do for me to make me more desirable in my own eyes.’” Living in a culture that so 
openly worships self-esteem, can we fail to be made uncomfortable by words like these?

At all costs, we must move away from self-centeredness, even when it appears in the guise 
of a desire for holiness. This does not mean that holiness should not be a priority, for it  
certainly should be. But holiness, like happiness, comes as a by-product of seeking some-
thing more important than any concern for ourselves, namely the glory of God. Our  
principal focus must be kept on Him and on serving others in His name. The “bottom line” is 
not how this or that action affects the way we look at ourselves but whether those deeds 
magnify His eternal honor.

“God cannot deliver me while my interest is merely in my own character” (Oswald Cham-
bers).
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A.M. • Born To Reign
P. M. • (No Bible Study This Evening)

     
   Leadership

Elders

Minister

Deacons

Stephen Estrada
Rich Nelson

Bill Hyde

Randy Banks Daryl Burrell
John Gray
Jay Kelsey

Jacob Rutledge

Russell Speir
Damon Hyde

Tim Wright

For the Record

December 19th

December 12th

Contribution $5,331
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Matthew Walker

Welcome Visitors
We are so glad you’re here! We ask that you please complete 
a visitor card from the back of the pew in front of you and place 
it in the collection plate as you exit so that we may have a record 
of your attendance. On a table in our foyer, you will find a Welcome 
folder that you may take with you so that you may learn more about 
us.  We hope you will visit again soon.                                   

Contribution $7,569
Sunday AM 131

Today’s Lesson Titles 

Sunday AM 116

Psalm 34:1-3

Brian Wilks Darrel Underwood

Announcements 
• Next Sunday we will have our First Sunday Focus.  A catered lunch will be provided with a  
second bible study to follow immediately after the meal. 
• Service Opportunity: We are seeking a couple of individuals or a family to deliver groceries to 
Hill Country Cottage residents on January 8th.  If you would like to participate on the 8th or on 
some later date, let Jacob or Regina know.  
• A Congregational Camp-out has been scheduled for March 4th through 6th.  Come join us at 
Jim Hogg Park in Georgetown for spiritual devotion, fellowship, food and fun.  Let Jacob know if  
we can reserve a tent or RV space for you.  If you don’t have equipment, several members rented 
                                        campers last time for a comfortable stay.  

  I will bless the Lord at all times;

his praise shall continually be in my mouth.

   My soul makes its boast in the Lord;

let the humble hear and be glad.

   Oh, magnify the Lord with me,

and let us exalt his name together!



     

  

    

Privileged to Serve
Sunday, December 26th

Song Leader

Opening Prayer

Scripture Reading

Sermon

Closing Prayer

Damon Hyde

TBD 

Brett Banks 

Jacob Rutledge

Byron Pogue

Keep In Your Prayers
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Wednesday, December 29th                          
Song Leader Tim Wright

Church Family • Tricia Allgyer, Paul Brown,  
Sarah Crumley, Vikki Fox, Cora Jonas, Russ and Pat  
Molenaar, Clinton & Carolyn Rutherford, Betty  
Starling 

HCC Resident • Nancy Wallace

Longhorn Village • Marvin Crumley 

Ledgestone Residents • Elsie Norton, Shirley 
Scott, Marie Balderson, Betty White 
Stonebridge • Sheryl Walker 
Buda Oaks •  Roberta Morris 
Family & Friends • Elana Dalley, Carole Emer-
son, Jean Griffith’s daughter: Vicki, Mike Garceus, Kris 
Hickerson, Matt King’s mother, Laurie Kreek-Snyder, 
Carl Stayton, Bennett and Flynn O’Hara, Dennis and 
Juanita Tilley 

Opening Prayer TBD

1 Peter 5:7b

Evening

Morning

Song Leader    N/A
Opening Prayer N/A

The food pantry is in need of the following 
items during the month of December: 
•mac and cheese (box)      •canned soup
•peanut butter                     •canned fruit   
           •canned tuna and chicken

He cares 
for you.

Closing Prayer Mat Cain

Food Pantry
January 1 • Phyllis Barker 
January 2 • Peyton Allgyer • Ryan Allgyer
January 5 • Max Murray • Christie Pogue 
January 6 • Richard Powell 
January 11 • David Strickland • Joel Wilkinson 
January 14 • Sheri Bangs • Shanna Underwood 
January 15 • Myra Fox 
January 17 • Kyle Merz
January 18 • Margaret Tilley • Avery Westover
January 19  • Nick Pawelka 
January 22 • Sandra Johnson 
January 25 • Weslea Wilks 
January 26 • Asher Bonnet 
January 27 • Lynn Johnson 
January 28 • Matthew Walker 
January 29 • Noah Gray • Dennis Joiner •Jennifer 
Mauck 
January 30 • Lon Calvert   

January Birthdays


