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What Does The Lord Require? 
By Gary Henry
“He has shown you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do 
justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God?” (Micah 6:8).

IT OFTEN HELPS TO SIMPLIFY THINGS. Especially when the subject is God, it is good from 
time to time to step back and ask what it is all about. There are a handful of texts in the 
Scriptures that help us do this. One such text is Micah 6:8, which asks what it is that God 
requires of us and then answers that question in a very basic way: we are required to do 
justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with our God. Here, then, are some things of funda-
mental importance. Leaving aside for the moment the question of details and particulars, 
godliness comes down to just a few issues like these.

When we look thoughtfully at what this text says, we are struck by the fact that God’s ba-
sic requirements have to do with the heart, or inner character, rather than the superficial 
things of outward activity. It is not that our outward actions are unimportant, but rather that 
God begins His work on the inside. The fruit borne by the tree will be good if the tree itself 
is good (Matthew 7:17,18), and whether the tree can be good depends on how healthy 
the tap root is. Micah 6:8 deals with some of the more important “tap root” issues; it is one 
of the most basic “character” texts in all of God’s word. And when we take seriously what it 
says about justice, mercy, and walking humbly with God, we will find that we have much less 
trouble with the details of daily living. When our character is conformed to the principles of 
God, our conduct will be very naturally what it ought to be.

But are we really committed to the virtues recommended by such texts? It is not difficult to 
pay lip service to things like justice, but are we truly willing to build our character on these 
principles? Too often we define ourselves in terms of what we are against and see our righ-
teousness as little more than the disapproval of certain sins that other people commit. But 
texts like Micah 6:8 call us back to the center of what really matters most. It is good, and 
even necessary, to be against what is wrong in the world. But God is looking for people 
who will be for what is right — and justice, mercy, and humility are the right things to be for.

“Loving what is right is different from hating what is wrong and feeling right about it” (Roy 
Masters).
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A.M. • Born in a Manger
P. M. • (John Moore speaking)

     
   Leadership
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For the Record

December 12th

December 5th

Contribution $7,569
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Matthew Walker

Welcome Visitors
We are so glad you’re here! We ask that you please complete 
a visitor card from the back of the pew in front of you and place 
it in the collection plate as you exit so that we may have a record 
of your attendance. On a table in our foyer, you will find a Welcome 
folder that you may take with you so that you may learn more about 
us.  We hope you will visit again soon.                                   

Contribution $10,112
Sunday AM 93

Today’s Lesson Titles 

Sunday AM 131

Brian Wilks Darrel Underwood

Announcements 
• On December 26th we will not have a Sunday evening bible study.  Morning bible class and 
worship service will continue as usual.  Only the Sunday evening bible study has been omitted.  

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria.  And all went to be registered, 
each to his own town.  And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to 
                                        Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was  
                                             of the house and lineage of David,  to be registered with Mary, his 
                                                betrothed, who was with child.  And while they were there, the time 
                                                        came for her to give birth.  And she gave birth to her firstborn 
                                                               son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in 
                                                                    a manger, because there was no place for them in the 
                                                                      inn. 
                                                                           And in the same region there were shepherds out  
                                                                           in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.  
                                                                             And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and 
                                                                              the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
                                                                              they were filled with great fear.  And the angel 
                                                                              said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you 
                                                                              good news of great joy that will be for all the 
                                                                              people.  For unto you is born this day in the city 
                                                                             of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.

Birth of Jesus -Luke 2:1-11   



     

  

Privileged to Serve
Sunday, December 19th

Song Leader

Opening Prayer

Scripture Reading

Sermon

Closing Prayer

Tim Wright

TBD

Benjamin Valle 

Jacob Rutledge

Jay Kelsey

Keep In Your Prayers
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Wednesday, December 22nd                          
Song Leader Damon Hyde

Church Family • Tricia Allgyer, Paul Brown, Sarah 
Crumley, Vikki Fox, Cora Jonas, Russ and Pat Mole-
naar, Clinton & Carolyn Rutherford, Betty Starling 

HCC Resident • Nancy Wallace

Longhorn Village • Marvin Crumley 

Ledgestone Residents • Elsie Norton, Shirley 
Scott, Marie Balderson, Betty White 
Stonebridge • Sheryl Walker 
Buda Oaks •  Roberta Morris 
 
Family & Friends • Elana Dalley, Carole Emer-
son, Jean Griffith’s daughter: Vicki, Mike Garceus, Kris 
Hickerson, Matt King’s mother, Laurie Kreek-Snyder, 
Carl Stayton, Bennett and Flynn O’Hara, Dennis and 
Juanita Tilley 

Opening Prayer Jay Kelsey

Evening

Morning

Song Leader    Damon Hyde
Opening Prayer John Gray

The food pantry is in need of the following 
items during the month of December: 
•mac and cheese (box)      •canned soup
•peanut butter                     •canned fruit   
           •canned tuna and chicken

• Tricia Allgyer had surgery last week.   
Your prayers for healing are greatly 
appreciated.

Prayer Updates

Closing Prayer Matthew Walker

Food Pantry
“If you keep my commandments, you

 
 will abide in my love, just as I have

 kept my Father’s commandments and

 abide in his love. These things I have

 spoken to you, that my joy may be in

 you, and that your joy may be full.” 

John 15:10-11


