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The Delay of Jesus’ Return 
By Jacob Rutledge
If Jesus hasn’t return as he promised, then is Christianity true? Paul claimed that to invalidate the 
resurrection of Jesus was to nullify the Christian faith (1 Cor. 15:13-14), but we could say the same 
about the return of Jesus. The promise of his return, to judge the world and reward the righteous, was 
an essential element of the faith (Acts 1:9-11). It was so central in fact that, to deny the “hope of his 
coming” was to—as one writer put it— “cease to be a Christian.” If this is the case, then how do we 
reconcile passages which appear to promise Jesus’ immanent return within the first century, with the 
reality of our present existence (which is abundant evidence that he has not returned)?
 Interestingly, the witness of the 2nd-3rd century church offers us insight into how they dealt 
with the delay of Jesus’ coming (often referred to as the ‘Delay of the Parousia’; Parousia within the 
Greek denoting the coming of a dignitary/presence). When we read the documents of this period, 
we get a sense that the delay was felt but had little impact on their faith. We might say that it creat-
ed a tension without crisis. For example, Alexander Stewart, writing on this issue, confidently asserts, 
“Few early Christians explicitly wrestle with the delay, and it is hard to find concrete evidence that 
the earliest Christians viewed it as a problem.” 
 Yet the issue was certainly felt. Hippolytus, who wrote during this time, fixed a future date of 
the return of Jesus to guard Christians against discouragement and disillusionment. While the great 
apologist Justin Martyr’s faith didn’t falter, he did explain the duration of the delay. For him, the 
delay was offered as a means of giving the world—and the church—time to repent. Richard J. Bauck-
ham, in his article “The Delay of the Parousia,” notes that, “In this way the delay gains the positive 
aspect of a respite, in which God’s people, who would perish if the final judgment came sooner, are 
graciously granted the opportunity of repentance.”
 Interestingly, this belief in a necessary delay within the Messianic formula is witnessed in the 
New Testament’s use of Psalm 110:1 which reads: “The LORD says to my lord: ‘Sit at my right hand 
until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.’ This passage—the most frequently used Old  
Testament text within the New Testament—not only shaped Jesus’ understanding of his Messianic 
reign (Matt. 23:43-45) but was also formative for the early church (Acts 2:34-35). 
The use of the word “until” implies a period, after the enthronement of the Messiah (i.e., the ascen-
sion), in which enemies will be subjected under his authority prior to the final consummation. Paul 
taps into this belief when he writes of the present reign of Jesus in 1 Corinthians 15:24-28. There he 
declares that Jesus “must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet” (1 Cor. 15:25). Notice 
the use of the word “must” and “until”; this contrast implies a necessary period of subjection—which 
the 1st century and successive generations took to be a period of labor for the church. 
Since it is the case that an expected delay after the enthronement of the Messiah was assumed, 
it makes sense why the early church felt a tension (for the promise of his coming was very real) yet 
never a crisis (for the promise of his return implied that, he had in fact, come before and their faith 
was assured). Thus, it isn’t the delay itself which causes confusion, but the length of the delay in our 
present time. This is explained by the Biblical writers—as it was within the 2nd-3rd century church—as 
a period of grace in which God gives the world time to repent. 
          Therefore, when scoffers come to the church proclaiming, “Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? 
Ever since our ancestors died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation” 
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Matthew Walker

Welcome Visitors
We are so glad you’re here! We ask that you please complete 
a visitor card from the back of the pew in front of you and place 
it in the collection plate as you exit so that we may have a record 
of your attendance. On a table in our foyer, you will find a Welcome 
folder that you may take with you so that you may learn more about 
us.  We hope you will visit again soon.                                   

Contribution $14,101
Sunday AM 129

Today’s Lesson Titles 

Sunday AM 94

New To The Family               
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Brian Wilks Darrel Underwood

Announcements 
•Good Samaritans will meet on Thursday, December 16.  Also, on Thursday all Good Samaritans 
are invited to a Christmas Party at Rosie’s Restaurant at Bee Cave on 71 West at 11:00 am.  We 
hope all can make it.     
•The Candy House Decorating for all ages (0-99+)  is this afternoon at 4:00pm before 
evening services in Room 101.  Bring two bags of candy to decorate your house. 

(2 Pet. 3:4) we can patiently explain that such a delay 
was expected and is essential to the mission of the church. 
While they may initially critique that as an excuse, we can 
  show them from the New Testament, as well as from the 
   documents of the early church fathers, that such a 
      belief was an essential element of the Messianic 
      formula. Ironically, when speaking to non-believers who 
       ask the cause of the delay, we could easily reply,  
       “You are!” 

Meet Stephanie Reineke.  Stephanie comes to us from Kansas City, MO and is 
sister to David Lovelace.  Stephanie’s career was in banking where she served 
as an assistant vice president before she retired.  Stephanie has two grown sons, 
Jimmy (38) and Joe (39), and 6 grandchildren all who live in the Kansas City 
area.       
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Wednesday, December 15th                          
Song Leader Bill Hyde

Church Family • Paul Brown, Sarah Crumley,  
Vikki Fox, Cora Jonas, Russ and Pat Molenaar,  
Clinton & Carolyn Rutherford, Betty Starling 

HCC Resident • Nancy Wallace

Longhorn Village • Marvin Crumley 

Ledgestone Residents • Elsie Norton, Shirley 
Scott, Marie Balderson, Betty White 
Stonebridge • Sheryl Walker 
Buda Oaks •  Roberta Morris 
 
Family & Friends • Elana Dalley, Carole Emer-
son, Jean Griffith’s daughter: Vicki, Mike Garceus, Kris 
Hickerson, Matt King’s mother, Laurie Kreek-Snyder, 
Carl Stayton, Bennett and Flynn O’Hara, Dennis and 
Juanita Tilley 

Opening Prayer TBD

Evening

Morning

Song Leader      Brian Wilks
Opening Prayer Stephen Estrada

The food pantry is in need of the following 
items during the month of December: 
•mac and cheese (box)      •canned soup
•peanut butter                     •canned fruit   
           •canned tuna and chicken

• Paul Brown’s latest test results indicated a LOW 
GRADE follicular Non-Hodgkin lymphoma in addition 
to his ongoing prostate issues.  Please continue to 
fervently pray for Paul and Lolly during this difficult 
time.  

• Shelly Calvert asks for prayers for her father, Mike 
Garceau.  He is having health concerns after x-rays 
and a CT scan last week.  Please be praying for 
Mike and for Shelly’s family. 
 
• Karla Gray’s father, Carl Stayton from Illinois, was 
taken to the hospital by ambulance early Sunday 
morning.  Doctors are running tests.  Please remem-
ber Carl and for Karla’s family in your prayers.  

Prayer Updates

Closing Prayer Byron Pogue

Food Pantry

Have this mind among yourselves, which is 
yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the 
form of God, did not count equality with God a 
thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by tak-
ing the form of a servant, being born in the like-
ness of men. And being found in human form, 
he humbled himself by becoming obedient to 
the point of death, even death on a cross. There-
fore God has highly exalted him and bestowed 
on him the name that is above every name, so 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father.

Phillipians 2:5-11


