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Answering Premillennialism 
By Don Prather
Many of our friends are Premillennial.  They believe that we live in the age before (pre) the 
reign of Christ on earth (millennium).  Believing that the Kingdom has not yet been estab-
lished our Premillennial loved ones find themselves disagreeing with three clear and unambig-
uous passages of scriptures.

Mark 9:1 (see also Mt. 16:28 and Lk. 9:27) – “Then Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, there 
are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the kingdom of God arrive 
with power.”
     In this passage Jesus is speaking to an audience gathered to hear him personally teach.  
He and they lived and died some 2,000 years ago.  The logical choices are limited.  Either 
(i) there are some 2,000-year-old people alive today and still awaiting the Premillennial 
Kingdom or (ii) the Kingdom was established during the natural lifetimes of those who were 
contemporaries of Jesus.
 
Colossians 1:13 – “(God) has delivered us from the dominion of darkness and transferred us 
into the kingdom of His beloved Son.”
     As is the case in the interpretation of Mark 9:1, the time and tense of Colossians 1:13 is 
critical.  To Christian living in the earliest decades of Christianity Paul honored God for al-
ready having “transferred (them) into the kingdom of His beloved Son.”  Colossians 1:13 and 
a future Kingdom are incompatible.

Revelation 1:9 – “I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and kingdom and perse-
verance that are in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and my 
testimony about Jesus.”
     Just like Mark 9:1 and Colossians 1:13, Revelation 1:9 must be understood within the 
chronology of the first century.  The Apostle John was “brother and partner” with other 
first-century Christians “in the…kingdom.”  Revelation 1:9 is incompatible with any interpreta-
tion other than that Christ established His Kingdom in the first century.
     Although good and honest people naturally avoid tense conflict and disagreeable strug-
gles, Christians have two responsibilities that are consistent with answering Premillennialism.  
First there is the evangelistic responsibility of Matthew 28:19-20.  Second, there is the apolo-
getic responsibility of I Peter 3:15.  Together these passages burden us with the responsibility 
to teach other the truth and also to defend the faith. 
     Fulfilling these two responsibilities need not be disagreeable or tense.  If an opportunity 
for discussion comes along, we can simply ask our Premillennial acquaintances to take a look 
at these passages at their leisure and then get back to you with what they think about them.  
This kind of an approach satisfies the above two burdens and does so in a gentle and 
     nonconfrontational way. 2
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Rich Nelson

Welcome Visitors
We are so glad you’re here! We ask that you please complete 
a visitor card from the back of the pew in front of you and place 
it in the collection plate as you exit so that we may have a record 
of your attendance. On a table in our foyer, you will find a Welcome 
folder that you may take with you so that you may learn more about 
us.  We hope you will visit again soon.                                   

Contribution $12,082
Sunday AM 107

Announcements 

Today’s Lesson Titles 

• Tonight after evening bible study we will honor Tracy and Renee Frisinger with a Farewell  
Sandwich Supper.  Everyone is invited.  Please plan to join us.   
• During the month of September we will be conducting a drive for the Heart of Texas Pregnancy 
Center.  This year they are seeking donations of a specific baby formula: Similac Advanced with 
Iron or HEB gift cards of $10-$20.  There is a table at the back of the auditorium designated for 
your donations.   
• Our door knocking campaign takes place on Saturday, October 2 from 10am to 12pm with 
lunch to follow.  Please plan to attend.  
• Parents: We would love to have a copy of your child’s sports/activity calendar to place on our 
Youth Events Bulletin Board.  You may pin it up yourselves or email the schedule to the church 
                                         office. 

Sunday AM 121

Don Prather

Our brother Don Prather and his wife Janie will be moving 
to take the pulpit work with the church in Jasper, Tx.  Don 
     and the elders wanted the church to know this had 
        nothing to do with issues we have with him, or he with 
          us. Rather, he was pursued by this congregation and 
             it presented a unique opportunity for he and 
               Janie to be close to their sons and their wives 
               as they are both expectant mothers and in need 
                of their help. While we hate to see them go after 
               such a short time with us, we wish them the best 
               and pray the Lord goes with them. Their last  
              Sunday will be September 26th.                                   

Elders’ Note 
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Keep In Your Prayers

Wednesday, September 22nd                                                                                                                                             
Song Leader Noah Gray

Church Family • Marie Balderson, Colton Bonnett, 
Paul Brown, Sarah Crumley, Vikki Fox, Vivian Hinesley, 
Tammy Hyde, Sandra Johnson, Cora Jonas, Russ and 
Pat Molenaar,  Roberta Morris, Tom Pawelka, Clinton 
& Carolyn Rutherford, Shirley Scott, Betty Starling, 
Lea Valle, Joe Williamson 

HCC Resident • Nancy Wallace

Longhorn Village • Marvin Crumley 

Ledgestone Residents • Elsie Norton, Shirley 
Scott, Marie Balderson, Jon & Caroline Little, Betty 
White 
Stonebridge • Sheryl Walker 
 
Family & Friends • Nedra Banks, Carole Emerson, 
Roxie Gray, Kris Hickerson, Leigh Ann Lunsford, Matt 
King’s mother, Bennett and Flynn O’Hara, Norris Taft, 
Dennis and Juanita Tilley, Lea Valle’s cousin: Jan, Joyce 
Wilks 

Prayer Roland Merz

Evening

Morning

Song Leader Noah Gray      
Opening Prayer Jay Kelsey
Closing Prayer Paul Brown

Prayer Updates
• Colton Bonnett had surgery on his knee on 
Friday.  Please continue to pray for Colton as he 
recovers. 
 
• Betty Adams had a complication after a  
procedure during which she aspirated something 
into her lungs which caused her to develop  
pneumonia.  Please pray for Betty as she is home 
resting and recovering.  

• Sarah Crumley was transferred from the hospi-
tal to Encompass Rehabilitation in Round Rock 
on Thursday.  Doctors have noted that she has 
blood clots on her brain and she currently does 
not have use of her right arm.  Your continued 
prayers for Sarah are greatly appreciated.    

28 Have you not known?  
Have you not heard?

The LORD is the everlasting God,
the Creator of the ends of the earth.

He does not faint or grow weary;
his understanding is unsearchable.

29  He gives power to the faint,
and to him who has no might  

he increases strength.
30  Even youths shall faint  

and be weary,
and young men shall fall exhausted;

31  but they who wait for the LORD 
shall renew their strength;
they shall mount up with  

wings like eagles;
they shall run and not be weary;

they shall walk and not faint.

Isaiah 40:28-31


