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A Hunger for Heaven 
By Jacob Rutledge
It was during the decline of the Western Roman Empire that Gregory the Great wrote, “Once 
the world held us by its delights. Now it is so full of disasters that the world itself seems to be 
summoning us to God.” The decadence of Rome had faded, its population was diminished, 
and the power and prestige of the once great city faded. With hostile nations threatening 
their existence, and an imperial capital far too distant to protect them, Christians during this 
age were faced with a stark reality: their modern world with its amenities had vanished without 
any hope of them returning. 
 At the same time, as Gregory pointed out, this cultural moment also produced a unique 
setting to foster a greater hunger for heaven. Circumstances were difficult, to be sure, but with-
in them was the seed of sanctification. Difficult, societal upheavals sharpened the Christians 
faith in the eternal realities of heaven (2 Cor. 4:18). Their distaste for the dainties of the pres-
ent life vanished, and they were left hungering for something more. Their souls sought the better 
country (Heb. 11:16), but this taste for eternity didn’t come without an almost forced rejection 
of this present world. 
 There is a certain detachment to the present world order (and even the world as it 
is) that is inherent within the Christian faith. In Jesus and the early church this was witnessed in 
their lack of material possessions, their interest in generosity, and their staunch, ethical lifestyle. 
They were called to live in the world, but not to be of the world (John 17:15-16). Without this 
adamant commitment to intentional detachment, the natural inclination is to seek affinity and 
affection within the present system. John called this a “love for the world” (1 John 2:15-17) and 
James called it “friendship with the world” (James 4:4). We might describe this as a love for the 
status quo; a desire to see the present world continue, because we benefit from its affluence 
and comfort in our nation—yet what if this were to stop suddenly without the hope of return? 
Would our desire turn heavenward, or would we grow bitter and resentful? 
 In fact, the past two years may be a gauge as to how we will respond to future restric-
tions on modern amenities. While many maintained some measure of comfort during the COVID 
crisis, others were more restricted, lost employment, or—worse still—lost family members and 
friends. Where do we turn when we’ve lost everything? When the promises of happiness and 
fulfillment in the present life are robbed of real power, where do we turn? Hopefully, to heaven. 
 If we would take a moment to stop and listen to the cravings of our soul, we would 
quickly confess our need for something superior to what this present world offers. Peter de-
scribed it as “A new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells” (2 Pet. 3:13). We 
hunger for God’s new world; a world free of sin and its corruption (Rev. 21:27). Scientists may 
mitigate the damages of sin through technology, but they can never resolve our greatest issue 
and need. We need something more. We hunger for something—someone—more than our pres-
ent life. This hunger is only satisfied when we will finally rest in the paradise of God for eternity. 
Come Lord Jesus. 
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Welcome Visitors
We are so glad you’re here! We ask that you please complete 
a visitor card from the back of the pew in front of you and place 
it in the collection plate as you exit so that we may have a record 
of your attendance. On a table in our foyer, you will find a Welcome 
folder that you may take with you so that you may learn more about 
us.  We hope you will visit again soon.                                   

Contribution $5,842
Sunday AM 113

Today’s Lesson Titles 

Sunday AM 103

New To The Family               

Matthew Walker

Brian Wilks Darrel Underwood

• Today is our First Sunday Focus.  A catered noon meal will be provided and we will follow with a 
devotional after the meal.  There will not be evening bible study tonight.
•  A deacon’s meeting is scheduled for November 21st.   
• Our church family camp-out at Inks Lake is on December 3-5th.   
 
 

Announcements 

Meet the Powells.  Richard and Brenda Powell have lived in the 
Austin area for some time and recently placed membership with us 
here in Dripping Springs.  

Online Directory
Did you know that the church has an online 
directory to which all members have access? 
Get connected today.  Go to the app store on 
your smart phone.  Search for Lightpost mobile.  
Your username is the email address that you 
have on file with the church office.  Click forgot 
password and receive an email to set a  
password.  You will love having your church  
pictorial directory at your finger tips.  Contact 
the church office if you need assistance.   



Rejoice with Us 
One way that the Dripping Springs Church of 
Christ works to spread the gospel is through 

use of the World Bible School  
Correspondence Course by mail.  

  
We received word last week that one of our 

students from Alabama was baptized recently. 
 

  We have been sharing the Word of God with 
people around the continent for many years.  

And, it gives us great  
encouragement when we hear 

 that a soul has obeyed.  

Privileged to Serve
Sunday, November 7th

Song Leader

Opening Prayer

Scripture Reading

Sermon

Closing Prayer

Tim  Wright

Joe Williamson

Stephen Estrada

Jacob Rutledge

TBD

Keep In Your Prayers

Wednesday, November 10th                          
Song Leader Damon Hyde

Church Family • Paul Brown, Sarah Crumley,  
Vikki Fox, Cora Jonas, Russ and Pat Molenaar,  
Clinton & Carolyn Rutherford, Betty Starling 
 

HCC Resident • Nancy Wallace

Longhorn Village • Marvin Crumley 

Ledgestone Residents • Elsie Norton, Shirley 
Scott, Marie Balderson, Betty White 
Stonebridge • Sheryl Walker 
 
Family & Friends • Phil Carter, Carole Emerson, 
Jean Griffith’s daughter Vicki, Kris Hickerson, Matt 
King’s mother, Bennett and Flynn O’Hara, Dennis and 
Juanita Tilley, Lea Valle’s cousin: Jan Opening Prayer TBD

Evening

Morning

Song Leader      Bill Hyde
Opening Prayer Matthew Walker

Room 101 Ladies: November
Mary Williams, Doyla Burrell, Tracy Wright, 
Tricia Allgyer, Betty Adams

     

  
 
• Paul Brown had test results recently that 
seem to indicate his prostate cancer may 
have made its way into four lymph nodes 
in the groin area.  Biopsies will be taken to 
be sure because there is a 20% chance of 
a false positive on this test.  Please con-
tinue to petition our Father on Paul and 
Lolly’s behalf as they work with doctors 
towards complete healing from this cancer. 
 
• A recent visitor, Jean Griffith, requests 
prayers for her daughter, Vicki, who has 
been hospitalized recently.  Please pray 
for Vicky.   

Prayer Updates

Closing Prayer TBD


