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Our Enemy Is Not Imaginary 
By Gary Henry

“For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the 
heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:12).

WE NEED TO BE SOBERED BY THE REALITY OF THE EVIL POWERS THAT OPPOSE US. Evil is 
more than an abstract concept or an impersonal force. It is personified in a spiritual  
adversary who is the ultimate fulfillment of evil. Along with the spiritual beings who have 
allied themselves with him, this adversary is intent on our destruction. Satan, whose name 
means “Accuser” or “Slanderer,” is certainly not equal to God in his power, but he is  
nevertheless just as real. And his powers are not to be ignored. Those who seek to live in 
fellowship with God have to struggle against “the rulers of the darkness of this age, against 
spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.” Unfortunately, the path to God leads 
through enemy-occupied territory.

It bears repeating that the devil is not equal to God. Contrary to dualistic philosophies in 
which two equal and co-eternal powers vie against one another, the Scriptures affirm that 
the devil is one of God’s created beings, perhaps the highest, who at some point rebelled 
and has opposed God’s rule ever since (Jude 6; Revelation 12:9,10). Hell is portrayed as 
a place first of all “prepared for the devil and his angels” (Matthew 25:41). His doom is 
certain, but that does not mean the devil has ceased to destroy all that he can. John  
Milton, who of course had thought profoundly about these things, wrote that the devil is 
“the strongest and fiercest spirit that fought in heaven, now fiercer by despair.”

Satan, then, is primarily God’s adversary; we are caught up in the cosmic struggle, but only 
because we are associated with God. Satan seeks to overthrow every aspect of the  
Creator’s kingdom, and as beings whom God created to serve Him, we are among the  
targets of God’s enemy. To the extent that we take God’s side in the war, we will incur the 
wrath of Satan and his forces. The war is real, and our enemy is not imaginary. His  
destructive will, therefore, ought to be among the reasons why we seek God. “I sought only 
for the heart of God, therein to hide myself from the tempestuous storms of the devil” (Jakob 
Böhme).

“The devil never sleeps, and your flesh is very much alive. Prepare yourself for battle.  
Surrounding you are enemies that never rest” (Thomas à Kempis).
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A.M. • Can Christians Practice Self-Defense?
P. M. • Can Christians Practice Self-Defense? (Conclusion)
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Matthew Walker

Welcome Visitors
We are so glad you’re here! We ask that you please complete 
a visitor card from the back of the pew in front of you and place 
it in the collection plate as you exit so that we may have a record 
of your attendance. On a table in our foyer, you will find a Welcome 
folder that you may take with you so that you may learn more about 
us.  We hope you will visit again soon.                                   

Contribution $7,721
Sunday AM 129

Today’s Lesson Titles 

Sunday AM 127

Brian Wilks Darrel Underwood

Announcements 

Mary Williams December 01
Sarah Crumley December 02
Tammy Hyde December 03
Robert Wright December 04
Roland Williams December 08
Tim Wright December 09
Alec Estrada  & Betty Starling  December 11
Angela Starling December 12
Wyatt Lawrence & Luke Lovelace December 13
Aaron Crumley December 14
Hailey Ross December 15
Russell Molenaar December 18
Quinn Mauck December 19
Bailey Cain December 20
Scott Miller December 22
Sloan Pogue December 23
Rick Bangs & Caroline Westover December 26
Maverick Walker December 28
Steven Bunch December 29
Mat Cain & Benjamin Valle December 30

December Birthdays              

• It’s Cheer Basket time!  Cheer baskets are a great way to reach out to our members that have 
experienced loss or been shut in this past year.  If you would like to help by bringing items or de-
livering baskets, please see the sign-up list on the table at the back of the auditorium. 
• A thank you quilt is being created for Roland and Anita Merz for all of their years of service 
to the congregation.  Quilt squares are on the table in the back of the auditorium from 11/28 
through 12/12.



     

  

Privileged to Serve
Sunday, November 28th

Song Leader

Opening Prayer

Scripture Reading

Sermon

Closing Prayer

Tim Wright

TBD

TBD

Jacob Rutledge

Matthew Walker

Keep In Your Prayers

Wednesday, December 1st                          
Song Leader TBD

Church Family • Paul Brown, Sarah Crumley,  
Vikki Fox, Cora Jonas, Russ and Pat Molenaar,  
Clinton & Carolyn Rutherford, Betty Starling 
 

HCC Resident • Nancy Wallace

Longhorn Village • Marvin Crumley 

Ledgestone Residents • Elsie Norton, Shirley 
Scott, Marie Balderson, Betty White 
Stonebridge • Sheryl Walker 
Buda Oaks •  Roberta Morris 
 
Family & Friends • Elana Dalley, Carole Emerson, 
Jean Griffith’s daughter: Vicki, Kris Hickerson, Matt 
King’s mother, Bennett and Flynn O’Hara, Dennis and 
Juanita Tilley 

Opening Prayer TBD

Evening

Morning

Song Leader      Bill Hyde
Opening Prayer TBD

• The church food pantry would love to have 
donations of your larger sturdy “vinyl” re-usable 
grocery bags with handles. Bags can be gen-
tly used or new.  Specifically, those that have a 
rectangular bottom and will hold a lot of weight. 
The type we are looking for can hold a layer of 
canned goods at the bottom. 
 
• The food pantry is in need of the following items 
during the month of November: 
•Jelly (Plastic Container)          •White Rice
•Canned Meat (Spam or Ham)      •Powdered Milk
•Instant Mashed Potatoes/Small gravy packets

Room 101 Ladies: December
Melissa Lovelace, Jamie Wright, Lea Valle, 
Sandra Johnson

 The teachers’ workroom is seeking 
retail clothing hangers that have sturdy 
clips that hold pants or skirts.  Lolly uses 
these as hanging storage for bulletin 
board sets.   You can place your do-
nations in the box in Room 101. 

Teachers’ Workroom

Closing Prayer TBD

Food Pantry


