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Are Most People Good? 
By Jacob Rutledge
I recently heard a song on the radio from country artist Luke Bryan titled, “I Believe Most 
People are Good.” As I listened, it struck me how the lyrics tapped into the vein of thought that 
pervades the modern mind. While I believe there is much in the song to admire (encouraging 
children to go outside and play; proclaiming that mothers are worthy of ‘sainthood’), and 
the intentions behind writing the song were good (the song writers wrote it in 2016 during a 
polarizing time as a unifying anthem for the country) there is an underlying assumption that is 
scripturally—and experientially—unsustainable: that most people are, in fact, good.

To hear such is startling for many. To say that most—in fact all—people are less than good 
(sinful and wicked nonetheless) is like dousing the fire of self-fulfillment with the cold waters of 
despair. Unsurprisingly, I imagine that many Christians reading this article disagree with my as-
sessment. They know their neighbors, their friends, customers, and clients, and feel that they are 
generally good people. They aren’t murders, sexual deviants, gang members, or bank robbers 
and thus they are deemed, by our assessment, as “good.”

Yet the obvious follow up question is, “By what standard?” or “Compared to what?” I may 
think my 7yo son is good at baseball, but I am comparing him to boys his age (and assessing 
with quite some bias I might add). If I compared his skills to a professional baseball player—or 
even a junior high player—he wouldn’t pass the bar of “good.” We do something similarly when 
we make moral assessments of ourselves and our neighbors. We use the term in a qualitative 
sense in reference to the worst of society that we know, and thus provide a subjective scale of 
goodness (i.e., my friend never murdered anyone, so they are a good person). This is accept-
able in reference to a host of situations, but not in an absolute, moral sense. That is, general 
assessments are allowable, but not in the ultimate/fundamental sense.

Herein lies the problem: we have no objective basis for determining goodness in our society. 
Luke Bryan’s song is a perfect example of this mentality. In the chorus, one of the constant 
refrains is “I believe you love who you love, ain’t nothing you should ever be ashamed of.” This 
of course is in reference to the popular LGBTQ myth “Love is love”; that is, everyone should 
find sexual fulfillment in whoever they want, whether it is unnatural or not (i.e., homosexuality). 
It would be interesting to ask Luke Bryan, “If I don’t believe that, am I a good person?” The 
answer of present society is that, not only are you NOT a good person, you are hateful and 
dangerous.

So, we arrive at the response Jesus offered many years ago: “Why do you call me good? No 
one is good except God alone” (Mark 10:18). Jesus challenged how casually the man used
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us.  We hope you will visit again soon.                                   

Contribution $7,024
Sunday AM 127

Today’s Lesson Titles 

Continuation of Article from page 2

Sunday AM 129

Matthew Walker

Brian Wilks Darrel Underwood Announcements 

the term “good” without thought as to what is meant (he is not, as some contend, denying his own 
goodness). Then he makes this statement that would be earth shattering to Luke Bryan fans and 
followers of the philosophy of self everywhere: No one is good except God alone. Not in the 
ultimate sense.

If we took only a few moments to consider our own hearts—how often we deceive others to get 
what we want; how selfish we are when asked to sacrifice; how quick we are to blame and hate  
and hurt those who hurt us; how we struggle with lust and greed and a host other desires—we will 
quickly realize that, if these sins rest within our hearts, they dwell within the hearts and minds of all  
people (Matt. 15:19-20).

                                           In contrast to this, the message of the Bible is that “No one is good, no 
                                                  one!” (Rom. 3:10), and thus we are all in need of the righteousness 
that comes                                        from Jesus alone (2 Cor. 5:21). This isn’t a pessimistic view of                  
                                                              the world, nor is it an idealistic view of humanity, but it is 
                                                                     the correct view. Humans are beautiful but broken; 
                                                                       we are created in the image of God, but that image 
                                                                          is cracked and distorted by sin. If there is any hope 
                                                                            in reclaiming the goodness of people, it rests in 
                                                                            Jesus of Nazareth—the only true good person to 
                                                                              ever walk the face of the earth (Heb. 4:15).

• Wednesday night is singing night and the 
church office will be closed on Thursday for the 
Thanksgiving holiday.



     

  

Privileged to Serve
Sunday, November 21th

Song Leader

Opening Prayer

Scripture Reading

Sermon

Closing Prayer

Brian Wilks

Mat Cain

Benjamin Valle

Jacob Rutledge

Joe Williamson

Keep In Your Prayers

Wednesday, November 24th                          
Song Leader Bill Hyde

Church Family • Paul Brown, Sarah Crumley,  
Vikki Fox, Cora Jonas, Russ and Pat Molenaar,  
Clinton & Carolyn Rutherford, Betty Starling 
 

HCC Resident • Nancy Wallace

Longhorn Village • Marvin Crumley 

Ledgestone Residents • Elsie Norton, Shirley 
Scott, Marie Balderson, Betty White 
Stonebridge • Sheryl Walker 
Buda Oaks •  Roberta Morris 
 
Family & Friends • Elana Dalley, Carole Emerson, 
Jean Griffith’s daughter: Vicki, Kris Hickerson, Matt 
King’s mother, Bennett and Flynn O’Hara, Dennis and 
Juanita Tilley 

Opening Prayer Roland Merz

Evening

Morning

Song Leader      TBD
Opening Prayer Mat Cain

• The church food pantry would love to have 
donations of your larger sturdy “vinyl” re-usable 
grocery bags with handles. Bags can be gen-
tly used or new.  Specifically, those that have a 
rectangular bottom and will hold a lot of weight. 
The type we are looking for can hold a layer of 
canned goods at the bottom.  

• The teachers’ workroom is seeking retail clothing 
hangers that have sturdy clips that hold pants or 
skirts.  Lolly uses these as hanging storage for bul-
letin board sets.   You can place your donations 
in the box in Room 101. 
 
• The food pantry is in need of the following items 
during the month of November: 
•Jelly (Plastic Container)          •White Rice
•Canned Meat (Spam or Ham)      •Powdered Milk
•Instant Mashed Potatoes/Small gravy packets

Room 101 Ladies: December
Melissa Lovelace, Jamie Wright, Lea Valle, 
Sandra Johnson

• We are thankful to the Lord that Phil 
Carter, the Kelly’s brother-in-law, was 
able to return to his home to continue 
his recovery after surgery to repair an 
aortic valve. 
 
• Former member, Elana Dalley, requests 
prayers.  She has a mass on her colon 
that will need to be surgically removed.  
She has other health issues that com-
plicate her condition.  Please pray for 
Elana Dalley.  

Prayer Updates

Closing Prayer Byron Pogue

This and That


