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A Dress Code for Churches 
By Don Prather
       In a previous life as a high school principal my every morning began with dress code 
check.  The school board included dress code expectations in the student handbook.  As 
the administrator responsible for my campus, I enforced rules about girls’ skirt length, the de-
gree of sag across the backside of boys’ pants, the neckline and crop of girls’ blouses, the 
length of boy’s hair, etc.   
       Believe me, it’s a lousy job.  Here is a brief selection of typical responses:
•From a boy stopped because his pants drooped too low across his bottom – “If you make 
me pull up my pants then I ain’t going to school.”  
•From a girl stopped because her micro-miniskirt was impossibly short – “(insert hysterical 
screaming, crying, and fit-throwing here).”  
•From the mother of the screaming, crying, and fit-throwing girl – “Why are you looking at my 
daughter’s legs?  You must be a perv.”
•And, inevitably, from the superintendent – “The mother of the hysterical girl called her cousin 
on the school board.  They asked us to overlook the micro-skirt just this once.”
       Dress code creation and enforcement is such a lousy, lose-lose job that you will never 
catch me detailing a dress code for churches.  Besides, what Bible passages detail girls’ skirt 
length, degree of sag across the backside of boys’ pants, neckline and crop of girls’ blouses, 
length of boys’ hair, etc.?
       Although the Bible does not specifically address the inches and cuts of a Christian dress 
code, the Bible does present general principles of godly behavior that ought to influence 
our decisions about what we wear.  Please consider these passages.
      “You have been bought with a price; glorify God with your body and with your spirit, 
which are God’s” (I Cor. 6:20).  At the very least, this passage causes us to realize that there 
are things we can do with our body that do not glorify God.
       “Women (are to) adorn themselves in modest apparel, with propriety and moderation”  
(I Tim. 2:9).  Several words stand out.  First, modest is taken from the Greek word kosimos which 
means respectable, honorable, and orderly.  Second, propriety is taken from the Greek word 
aidos which means discrete.  Third, moderation is taken from the Greek word sophrosynes 
which means restrained and controlled.  
       The words are synonyms, repeated for emphasis, and perhaps as a triple hammer-blow to 
command attention.  Together they beg this question: in your dress do you stand out from the 
Christian crowd?  This does not mean that Christian women must dress like the 65-year-old 
elders’ wives at the Pinesap Church of Christ in Copperhead, Arkansas, but neither should 
they dress like Kardashians.     
       “Do not be conformed to this world” (Rom. 12:2).  At the very least, this passage causes 
us to be suspicious of the cuts and inches of the world.
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Rich Nelson

Welcome Visitors
We are so glad you’re here! We ask that you please complete 
a visitor card from the back of the pew in front of you and place 
it in the collection plate as you exit so that we may have a record 
of your attendance. On a table in our foyer, you will find a Welcome 
folder that you may take with you so that you may learn more about 
us.  We hope you will visit again soon.                                   
 

Contribution $5,141
Sunday AM 125

Announcements 

Today’s Lesson Titles 

• The Frisingers will be moving soon.  A Farewell Quilt is being constructed in their honor.  A table 
with quilt squares for you to sign and personalize can be found at the back of the auditorium 
beginning today.   
• Bible Bowl will begin meeting next Sunday, September 12 at 6pm during our bible study time. 

Sunday AM 109

Memorial Service

Don Prather

A memorial service for Rosemary Ayers will be held on 
    Sunday, September 12 beginning at 3pm at the  
          Buda-Kyle church of Christ building.  The address  
              is 3650 Jack C. Hays Trail, Buda.   
 
                 If you have memories, stories or comments that  
                 you would like to share, email Tim at  
                 tayers1957@hotmail.com. 
 
                 Cards can be sent to..... 
                 206 Blossom Valley Stream,
                  Buda, TX 78610

Continuation of Article from page 2
       “Test all things. Hold fast to what is good” (I Thess. 5:21-22).  Unwilling to write a Bible so thick 
that it would addresses every specific ill of every specific age, God leaves to our good sense 
and informed spirituality the responsibility to test, examine in detail, and critically evaluate all the 
decisions that come our way, including decisions about what we wear.



     

      

     
 

   
 

  

 

Privileged to Serve
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Keep In Your Prayers

Wednesday, September 8th                                                                                                                                              
Song Leader Don Prather

Church Family • Marie Balderson, Colton Bonnett, 
Paul Brown, Mark Crumley, Sarah Crumley, Valorie 
Crumley, Vikki Fox, Tammy Hyde, Sandra Johnson,  
Dennis Joiner, Cora Jonas, Russ and Pat Molenaar,  
Roberta Morris, Clinton & Carolyn Rutherford, Shirley 
Scott, Betty Starling, Valle family, Joe Williamson, Betty 
White  

HCC Resident • Nancy Wallace

Longhorn Village • Marvin Crumley 

Ledgestone Residents • Elsie Norton, Shirley 
Scott, Marie Balderson, Jon & Caroline Little 
Stonebridge • Sheryl Walker 
 
Family & Friends • Nedra Banks, Carole Emerson, 
Roxie Gray, Kris Hickerson, Abbie and Amanda Harp-
er, Norah Howard, Leigh Ann Lunsford, Matt King’s 
mother, Shana Morse, Bennett and Flynn O’Hara, 
Steve Rutledge, Mike and Karen Stubbs, Norris Taft, 
Dennis and Juanita Tilley, Lea Valle’s cousin: Jan,  
Joyce Wilks 

Prayer Grant Lawrence

Evening

Morning

We are saddened to learn that Renee 
Frisinger’s mother, Barbara Pair, passed 
away on Sunday, August 29th.  Please 
pray  for Renee and the family during this 
difficult time. 
    

 
•Sandra Johnson is recovering from 
surgery and awaiting test results to know 
next steps in the treatment of her breast 
cancer.  Your continued prayers for  
Barbara are greatly appreciated. 

Prayer Updates continued
•The Valle family are dealing with covid.  Please 
pray that they will recover soon and be back with 
us. 
•Jacob’s grandfather, Steve Rutledge, suffered a 
stroke on Tuesday.  He had surgery to resolve block-
ages and is in a critical care unit.  Please pray for 
Steve and the Rutledge family this week.     
•Norris Taft, Janie Prather’s brother, is in ICU with 
covid.  Your prayers for Norris are greatly appreci-
ated.   
• Karen Perrone’s daughter, Amanda, and her 
husband have covid.  Amanda, who has issues with 
asthma, received an infusion of antibodies.  Please 
continue to pray for Amanda and Cheyenne.      

Sympathy

Prayer Updates

First Sunday--No Evening Bible Study


