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A Family with a Mission 
By Jacob Rutledge
Noah is one of the most well-known characters in scripture. His story is told to children and 
used by ministers from every generation to help explain the nature of God, His Grace, and 
the salvation He offers. What we forget is how the ark was a family affair. Noah’s family was an 
important part of the process and were saved alongside their patriarch (Genesis 7:7). While 
we may never know what role they played in the ark building process, it seems unlikely that 
Noah built this massive vessel without any aid. Like Abraham, God most likely chose this man 
of faith because of how he led his family (Gen. 18:19). Noah and his clan were a family on a 
mission. 
       This part of the story is important, for it reminds us that salvation is a communal affair; 
no one is ever saved alone. The church is a nation of people that is called out together to 
proclaim God’s mercy to the world (1 Peter 2:9). The belief that we can be saved apart from 
the church is still as foreign to scripture as it ever was. The church is the saved who reside in 
Jesus (Ephesians 4:4; 5:23). To be a disciple of Jesus, and thus a member of His saved com-
munity, means not only that we submit to the requirements for entrance (faith-driven, penitent 
baptism) but that we also serve and love everyone else in “the boat.” 
       What were the responsibilities of the individual family members while they resided on the 
ark? Did some sweep, while others fed the animals? Did some clean out the stalls while others 
brushed the horses? Did some cook dinner, while others got their bed mats ready? If they 
succumbed to idleness the result would be the same it is in the church today: bitterness, en-
titlement, resentment, malice, and hate. Participating and service to the people “on the ark” 
is how we maintain unity as well as share in the love of Jesus. It is “Faith working through love” 
(Gal. 5:6). If Noah’s family stopped trusting in God, they would quickly stop loving each other. 
Their hope in God’s future, and their belief in his provision and love, is what empowered them 
to serve in mission together.
       We too are a family on a mission. Inactivity isn’t an option. If we choose to sit back and 
wait for the flood waters of judgment, then we will be swept away with the rest of the world. 
Entrance into the church of Christ is offered to everyone—regardless of sex, age, race, or 
economic status (Galatians 3:26-27)—yet this isn’t a solo operation. Worship, service, evan-
gelism, benevolence are all shared endeavors within the kingdom of heaven. If we fail to 
remember this responsibility, we not only hurt ourselves, but those closest to us who need our 
participation. 

Today I will…commit to diligently serving the local church in some way. 
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A.M. • Why You Would Want To Go To Heaven
P. M. • Making Choices 
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For the Record

September 19th 

September 12th

Contribution $5,936
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Rich Nelson

Welcome Visitors
We are so glad you’re here! We ask that you please complete 
a visitor card from the back of the pew in front of you and place 
it in the collection plate as you exit so that we may have a record 
of your attendance. On a table in our foyer, you will find a Welcome 
folder that you may take with you so that you may learn more about 
us.  We hope you will visit again soon.                                   

Contribution $8,038
Sunday AM 121

Announcements 

Today’s Lesson Titles 

• This Wednesday is the final day to bring your donations for the Heart of Texas Pregnancy  
Center.  This year we are collecting a specific infant formula or HEB gift cards.  Your donations  
are so appreciated. 
• Next, Sunday we will be our First Sunday Focus.  All are invited to stay for a catered lunch with a 
devotional to follow.  (There is no evening bible study on First Sundays.)    
• Our door knocking campaign takes place on Saturday, October 2 from 10am to 12pm with 
lunch together after.  Please plan to attend.  
• The food pantry is in need of the following items during the month of October:  
Peanut Butter • Crackers • Granola or Fruit Bars • Boxed Tuna or Chicken Helper (Next to the 
Hamburger Helper) • Applesauce or Canned Fruit • Canned Chili
 

Sunday AM 110

Don Prather

Matthew Lovelace • October 4
Elizabeth Bease • October 5
Justin Wright • October 6
Colton Bonnett • October 9
Josh Underwood • October 10
Don Prather • October 11
Aubrey Pawelka • October 19
Don Stafford • October 21
Mark Cowan • October 22
Jacob Rutledge • October 22
Linda Miller • October 27
Karla Gray • October 28
Lori Simonetti • October 29                                 

October Birthdays 

Matthew Walker



     

      

 

   
 

  

Privileged to Serve
Sunday, September 26th

Announcements

Song Leader

Opening Prayer

Scripture Reading

Sermon

Closing Prayer

John Gray

Damon Hyde

Rich Nelson

Jay Kelsey

Roland Merz

Don Prather

Keep In Your Prayers

Wednesday, September 29th                                                                                                                                             
Song Leader TBD

Church Family • Marie Balderson, Colton Bonnett, 
Paul Brown, Sarah Crumley, Vikki Fox, Vivian Hinesley, 
Sandra Johnson, Cora Jonas, Russ and Pat Molenaar,  
Roberta Morris, Clinton & Carolyn Rutherford, Shirley 
Scott, Betty Starling, Lea Valle, Joe Williamson 

HCC Resident • Nancy Wallace

Longhorn Village • Marvin Crumley 

Ledgestone Residents • Elsie Norton, Shirley 
Scott, Marie Balderson, Jon & Caroline Little, Betty 
White 
Stonebridge • Sheryl Walker 
 
Family & Friends • Nedra Banks, Carole Emerson, 
Roxie Gray, Kris Hickerson, Matt King’s mother, Ben-
nett and Flynn O’Hara, Norris Taft, Dennis and Juanita 
Tilley, Lea Valle’s cousin: Jan, Joyce Wilks 

Prayer Paul Brown

Evening

Morning

Room 101 Ladies
October 
Lori Simonetti, Bonnie Walker, Stephanie 
Gray, Linda Miller

Song Leader Tim Wright      
Opening Prayer Noah Gray
Closing Prayer Lynn Johnson

Colossians 2:8-15

Sympathy

See to it that no one takes you captive by philoso-
phy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, 
according to the elemental spirits of the world, and 
not according to Christ.  For in him the whole fullness 
of deity dwells bodily, and you have been filled in 
him, who is the head of all rule and authority.  In him 
also you were circumcised with a circumcision made 
without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by 
the circumcision of Christ, having been buried with 
him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him 
through faith in the powerful working of God, who 
raised him from the dead.  And you, who were dead in 
your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, 
God made alive together with him, having forgiven us 
all our trespasses, by canceling the record of debt 
that stood against us with its legal demands. This he 
set aside, nailing it to the cross.  He disarmed the 
rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by 
triumphing over them in him.

The Mauk family lost Keith’s Uncle Ron 
recently.  Please keep the Mauk family in 
your prayers during this difficult time
  


