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The Glory of Forgiveness 
By Jacob Rutledge
Is there anything in life more difficult or more desired than forgiveness? The great irony of
forgiveness is that we only offer it with great difficulty to those who offend us, and yet hope to
easily access it when we are the offender. If someone sins against us in ignorance, we soothe 
our anger, convinced that it was done without spite or pettiness—but what of offenses done 
in malice and with intention? It is much easier to offer grace to an idiot than an instigator.
       Adding to the agony of forgiveness is our relationship to the one who caused us pain. 
Wemay find it more difficult to forgive family members, fellow Christians, and respected lead-
ers (particularly elders), because of our relational intimacy and expectations. Above all oth-
er domains, it is the home and the church that we expect to find love, understanding, respect, 
and encouragement. When this trust is violated, it is difficult to reclaim. We feel disillusioned,
suspicious about past interactions, and may even question our faith. The cost of mercy—our
pride, our pain, our entitlement, our loss—is greater than many are willing to pay.
     Yet as soon as our minds turn to thoughts of expense, we are forced to ask the question,
“What did my forgiveness cost Jesus?” Of course, the answer is everything; but what do we
mean by everything? Paul offers us insight in Philippians 2:5-8 (read this passage before
proceeding with the article). There were three, primary cost that Jesus paid to secure our
forgiveness: his self (emptied himself), his status (humbled himself), and his satisfaction
(becoming obedient).
     If Jesus was too consumed with preserving his self, his status, or the satisfaction of his
own will, we would remain condemned under the wrath of God. Yet, because of his great 
love, he offered us the indescribable gift of his mercy (Eph. 2:4; 2 Cor. 9:15). In his sacrifice 
we see the true glory of forgiveness: the willingness of the offended to humble himself and his 
desires to the sake of a greater reality. In this sacrifice, Jesus created a new world; one where 
bitterness and malice are quenched by the waters of grace. Thus, the great treasure of the 
Christian is the forgiveness we feast on as we reside in the love of Jesus (Eph. 1:7).
     The great challenge for the follower of Jesus is to offer the forgiveness they receive from
Him. The three challenges which our Lord overcame—self, status, and personal
satisfaction—remain at the center of our struggle for reconciliation. To forgive means that the
self must absorb, rather than avenge, the wrong inflicted upon it. Vengeance is an activity 
few of us willingly admit to, yet practice it quite often through isolation (i.e., the “cold shoul-
der”), slander, and petty aloofness. Forgiveness, on the other hand, willingly relents its high 
moral status as the victim and offers to pave the road toward reconciliation with the gentle-
ness and kindness. The great and final barrier of our personal satisfaction—of the offender 
being humiliated or harmed in some way in their efforts to seek mercy—is the most offensive to 
the cross of Christ. Many lonely and bitter people—previously warm and kind in disposition—
have warped their character over years of nurtured bitterness because of their refusal to 
release a white knuckled clenching of past offenses. What a pity to see a loving Christian
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Welcome Visitors
We are so glad you’re here! We ask that you please complete 
a visitor card from the back of the pew in front of you and place 
it in the collection plate as you exit so that we may have a record 
of your attendance. On a table in our foyer, you will find a Welcome 
folder that you may take with you so that you may learn more about 
us.  We hope you will visit again soon.                                   
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Sunday AM 125

Announcements 
Today’s Lesson Titles 

• Bible Bowl will meet tonight at 6pm during our bible study time. 
• Good Samaritans will meet on Thursday, September 16th at 9:30am in Room 101. 
• During the month of September we will be conducting a drive for the Heart of Texas Pregnancy 
Center.  This year they are seeking donations of a specific baby formula: Similac Advanced with 
Iron.  Also, those who choose to do so may donate HEB cards of $10-$20.  There is a table at the 
back of the auditorium designated for your donations.   
• Save the Date: We will have a door knocking campaign on Saturday, October 2 from 10am to 
12pm with lunch to follow.  Please plan to attend.  
•  Members are welcome to take advantage of the materials available on our Gospel Share  
Center table in the foyer.  All materials are free for use in your personal evangelistic efforts. 
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turned into a malicious pagan because of their refusal to remain transfixed on the cross.  
     So, we see that the glory of forgiveness isn’t simply what we offer to the perpetrator, but who  
                                           we become through our sacrifice. In forgiveness we discover freedom 
                                            and exaltation: freedom from the hate which enslaves our souls and 
                                                   ruins life altogether, and exaltation above this world of rancor  
                                                            and violence. By this, Jesus is portrayed once again through 
                                                                 the church: a figure offering himself for the sake of sinners, 
                                                                    and subsequently glorified by the Father.

Birth Announcement

Don Prather

       Jay and Jo Kelsey are proud grandparents to a     
         baby boy, Koe Sonntag.  Koe was born Sunday  
         morning September 9th weighing 7 pounds 1   
         ounce.  Koe’s parents are Katie and Karl  
        Sonntag of Buda.  Mom and baby are doing  
       well.                              



    

     

      

     
 

   
 

  

 

Privileged to Serve
Sunday, September 12th

Announcements

Song Leader

Opening Prayer

Scripture Reading

Sermon

Closing Prayer

Brian Wilks

Damon Hyde

John Gray

Noah Gray

Jacob Rutledge

Don Prather

Keep In Your Prayers

Wednesday, September 15th                                                                                                                                             
Song Leader Bill Hyde

Church Family • Marie Balderson, Colton Bonnett, 
Paul Brown, Mark Crumley, Sarah Crumley, Valorie 
Crumley, Vikki Fox, Vivian Hinesley, Tammy Hyde,  
Sandra Johnson, Dennis Joiner, Cora Jonas, Russ and 
Pat Molenaar,  Roberta Morris, Tom Pawelka, Clinton 
& Carolyn Rutherford, Shirley Scott, Betty Starling, 
Lea Valle, Joe Williamson 

HCC Resident • Nancy Wallace

Longhorn Village • Marvin Crumley 

Ledgestone Residents • Elsie Norton, Shirley 
Scott, Marie Balderson, Jon & Caroline Little, Betty 
White 
Stonebridge • Sheryl Walker 
Family & Friends • Nedra Banks, Carole Emerson, 
Roxie Gray, Kris Hickerson, Norah Howard, Leigh Ann 
Lunsford, Matt King’s mother, Shana Morse, Bennett 
and Flynn O’Hara, Norris Taft, Dennis and Juanita 
Tilley, Lea Valle’s cousin: Jan, Joyce Wilks 

Prayer Kelly Miller

Evening

Morning

Song Leader Bill Hyde      
Opening Prayer Russell Speir
Closing Prayer Grant Lawrence

Roberta Morris has moved to Buda Oaks 
Assisted Living.  Please give her about 
a month to adjust to her new living ar-
rangements, and then visitors will be 
welcome.  Her new address is.... 
  
Roberta Morris 
c/o Buda Oaks Assisted LIving and Mem-
ory Care 
1120 Cabelas Drive, #103
Buda, TX  78610    

 

Prayer Updates
• Lea Valle requests prayers.  She is having some 
troublesome vision problems. 
   
• Tom Pawelka was diagnosed with covid last week.  
Please remember him in your prayers. 
 
• Vivian Hinesly had another fall recently that  
required stitches.  Please continue to pray for  
Vivian. 
    
• The prognosis for Norris Taft, Janie Prather’s 
brother is not good.  Please continue to pray for 
Norris and the family during this difficult time. 
   

New Address


