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Worldly Works: Drunkenness 
By Jacob Rutledge

This week a bombshell new study dropped from Lancet Oncology stating that 750,000 cancer cases in 
2020 were related to alcohol consumption. While many of the cases were linked to  
individuals who had at least two drinks a day, over 100,000 were of people who consumed less than 
that. Cancer types included esophageal, liver, and breast. This type of finding is alarming, but even 
more so due to the number individuals who turned to alcohol as a coping mechanism during the 
pandemic: During 2020 there was a 54% increase in alcohol sales nationally, with a 262% increase of 
online sales. Of course, as those who have experienced alcohol abuse in their families know, the impact 
of alcohol extends far beyond the body—domestic, sexual, and verbal abuse are all exacerbated by 
the presence of alcohol. 
      The apostle Paul declared such when he wrote, “Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to  
debauchery” (Eph. 5:18) and condemned drunkenness as a work of the flesh (Gal. 5:21). Very little is 
said about alcohol in today’s church. It is met with such animosity and fervency on both sides that few 
are willing to broach the subject out of fear that they will be castigated by connoisseurs and  
teetotalers alike. Often, these reactions are due to our personal experience: either we struggled with 
alcohol in the past (or a family member did), or we have been attacked by others for personal use (or 
a refusal to condemn). 
 To complicate matters, the Bible isn’t as clear as we might prefer in this matter. It certainly 
condemns alcoholic abuse (i.e., drunkenness) in a variety of passages (1 Tim. 3:8; 1 Pet. 4:3-4; 1 Thess. 
5:7), but on the other hand it appears to recognize wine as a blessing and beneficial (Deut. 14:26; Isa. 
25:6; John 2:1-10; Luke 5:39). The wine of scripture wasn’t non-alcoholic (as some contend); the Greek 
exclusively meant fermented grape juice (the word for unfermented was different) and was seen in the 
fact that the early church could get drunk using the Lord’s Supper wine if they weren’t careful (1 Cor. 
11:21). Where then does this leave us in relationship to alcohol? 
 If we are to respect the authority of scripture—both what is says and withholds—then we must do 
three things: First, we must condemn and stand against drunkenness. For those who grew up in an  
alcohol-free house (like me) this seems like an assumed reality—yet this is not the case in the world. 
Drunkenness is part of the daily existence of our present culture; it is the “right” of the hardworking 
man/woman. It is the welcomed reprieve of the modern mind that finds no other place for peace and 
pleasure than in the mind-numbing forgetfulness of strong drink. Paul contrasts the life that depends on 
alcohol for joy and the one that is dependent on the Spirit (Eph. 5:18-19). Thus, those who defend their 
right to drink need to ask the question, “Why am I drinking in the first place?”
 Second, we need to seriously consider the Bible’s emphasis on sobriety (a command, and not 
simply a recommendation, 1 Pet. 5:8). God wants his soldiers thinking clearly; seeing the world and sin 
as it really is. Alcohol has an inherent intoxicating (the word usage is certainly something to consider) 
influence on the mind which decreases natural inhibitions and normal, discerning brain function. Take 
the example of Nadab and Abihu. Why did they flagrantly disregard God’s command when it came to 
incense burning? Because they most likely were drunk and they couldn’t discern between the holy and 
unholy (Lev. 10:8-10). This should be a sobering warning for our present generation of Christians. We 
find ourselves in a world where we can access harder alcohol, for cheaper prices, in larger quantities, 
with greater ease than ever before.  With that in mind, and the Bible’s emphasis on sobriety,...   
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Rich Nelson

Welcome Visitors
We are so glad you’re here! We ask that you please complete 
a visitor card from the back of the pew in front of you and place 
it in the collection plate as you exit so that we may have a record 
of your attendance. On a table in our foyer, you will find a Welcome folder 
that you may take with you so that you may learn more about us.  We hope 
you will visit again soon.                                   
 
                    

Contribution $8,904
Sunday AM 86

Announcements 

Today’s Lesson Titles 

• Bible Bowl will begin meeting on Sunday, September 12 during evening bible study time at 6PM.   
• The food pantry is seeking the following items for the month of August: rice, beans, canned  
vegetables, crackers, and oatmeal packets (Box of 10). 

Sunday AM 81

Birth Announcement
Vivian Hinesley and Peggy Hinesley had a new 
baby added to the family recently.  The son of 
former member Marilyn Jordan, Preston, and his 
wife, Sarah Grace, had their first child in June. 
 
Madison Eloise Jordan weighed 6 pounds 15 
ounces and was 20 inches long. 
 
  Vivian is the step great-grandmother and  
  Peggy is the great-aunt to Madison.       
 
  

Darrell Underwood • August 6
Gavin Hyde • August 7
Diane Williamson • August 7 
Betty Adams • August 8
Brian Allgyer • August 8
Alyce Calvert • August 8  
Mary Ann Hall • August 9

August Birthdays
GayLynn Cowan • August 12
Taylor Reed • August 13
Jeri Belyea • August 14
Madison Bonnett • August 16
Frank Simonetti • August 17
Everleigh Westover • August 17
Elsie Norton • August 18

Glenn Boydston • August 20
Melissa Lovelace • August 20
Wayne Mansur • August 23
Olivia Pogue • August 23
Taylor Burrell • August 25
Cora Jonas • August 25
Ryan Bonnett • August 28 
Landon Nuckels • August 28



     

      

     
 

   
 

  

 

Privileged to Serve
Sunday, August 8th

Announcements

Song Leader

Opening Prayer

Scripture Reading

Sermon

Closing Prayer

Roland Merz

Damon Hyde

Lynn Johnson

Mat Cain

Jacob Rutledge

David Nuckels

Keep In Your Prayers

Wednesday, August 11th                                                                                                                                             
Song Leader Don Prather

Church Family • Paul Brown, Daryl Burrell, Matt 
and Esther Cain, Mark Crumley, Sarah Crumley,  
Valorie Crumley, Vikki Fox, Dennis Joiner, Cora Jonas, 
Russ and Pat Molenaar, Byron and Christie Pogue, 
Carol Nelson, Clinton & Carolyn Rutherford, Shirley 
Scott, Allen Spence, Betty Starling, Jillian Turk, Betty 
White, Jamie Wright  

HCC Resident • Nancy Wallace

Longhorn Village • Marvin Crumley 

Ledgestone Residents • Elsie Norton, Shirley 
Scott, Marie Balderson, Jon & Caroline Little 
Stonebridge • Sheryl Walker
Family & Friends • Wayne Bradshaw, Judah Castil-
lo, Mike Coon, Allie Cross, Elana and Nelawyn Dalley, 
Carole Emerson, Roxie Gray, Kris Henderson, Brenda 
Holloway, Norah Howard, Jesse Hyde, Matt King’s 
mother, Otto Kollaus, Shana Morse,  Dale Murchison, 
Bennett and Flynn O’hara, Barbara Pair, Sylba Lee 
Storm, Dennis and Juanita Tilley, Lea Valle’s cousin: 
Jan, Bonnie Walker’s mother, Glynn Williams

Prayer Kelly Miller

Evening

Morning

Song Leader Brian Wilks
Opening Prayer Don Prather
Closing Prayer Tracy Frisinger

 

    

 

 

Prayer Requests

Continuation of Article from page 2 
...maybe we should ask a better question: not 
“Can I drink?” but rather “In view of God’s high 
calling for holiness and righteousness, should 
I?” or as Paul would put it, “‘I have the right to 
do anything,’ you say—but not everything is 
beneficial. ‘I have the right to do anything’—but 
I will not be mastered by anything” (1 Cor. 
6:12).

 

•Allen Spence, Byron and Christie Pogue, Daryl 
Burrell, Matt and Esther Cain, and Bonnie’s mother 
are all dealing with CoVid symptoms.  Please con-
tinue to pray for their full recovery. 
 
•Gavin Valle has a childhood friend, Trish Dunbar.  
Trish has two grandsons that have been  
diagnosed with leukemia.  Please pray for  
Bennett and Flynn O’Hara and their family during 
this difficult time. 
 

Farewell for Now
Janice Garner has moved to Kyle to be  
near her son, Doug.  Her new address is: 
110 Tamara Trail 
Kyle, TX 78640 

Thank You
Many thanks to Gerald and Jennifer Sherrill 
for donating the touchless hand sanitizer 
stand in the foyer.  We will definitely put it to 
good use and greatly appreciate it.    


