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The Personal Paul 
By Don Prather

            Harried, hurried, persecuted, and prosecuted, Paul could not have been blamed for 
becoming impersonal.  Impersonal happens.  Distant, detached, and depersonalized happens 
when the difficult and demanding doings of our lives become more important to us than the 
people in our lives.  Somehow, the connections with the most important people in our lives just 
dissolve.
            Although impersonal can happen and connections can dissolve, Paul managed to 
remain fully invested and connected, as this quote from Colossians 4:7-17 illustrates. 

            Tych′icus…is a beloved brother and faithful minister and fellow servant in the Lord… 
            Ones′imus (is a) faithful and beloved brother… Aristar′chus my fellow prisoner greets 
            you (as does) Mark the cousin of Barnabas…and Jesus who is called Justus… 
            Ep′aphras…greets you, always remembering you earnestly in his prayers…Luke the  
            beloved physician and Demas greet you. Give my greetings to the brethren at  
            La-odice′a, and to Nympha and the church in her house…And say to Archip′pus,  
            “See that you fulfill the ministry which you have received in the Lord.”
 
           High levels of investment in people was very typical of Paul.  Colossians 4:7-17 is not 
unique.  The Apostle mentioned more than 30 people, many of them women, in Romans 16.  
Nine plus “all the brethren” are mentioned in II Timothy 4:19-20.  Seven are mentioned in the 
closing verses of I Corinthians 16.  Concluding Philippians he wrote, “Greet all God’s people 
in Christ Jesus. The brothers and sisters who are with me send greetings. All God’s people here 
send you greetings” (Phil. 4:21-22).
           Paul’s investment in individual people and in maintaining connections consisted of more 
than just listing names:
          •Paul sent Tychicus to Colossae for the express purpose of learning how the Colossians 
were doing and to encourage them (Col. 4:8).
          •Paul mentioned the Ephesians in his prayers (Eph. 1:16).
          •Also aware of peoples’ physical condition Paul marshalled large-scale benevolence 
responses (II Cor. 8:1-5).
          •On a smaller scale Paul wrote an entire epistle, Philemon, to settle tensions between two 
of his friends, Onesimus and Philemon. 
          What can we learn from the personal Paul?
          Who makes up our “best friends” list?  An excellent rule of thumb to measure Christian 
commitment is the measure of our best friends.  Those who have bought into the doctrine of 
church as family (I Tim. 3:15) have adopted church members as family and friends.  They are like 
Paul with a list of dozens of Christians foremost in their minds.  Those who only dabble at the 
      edges of church maintain many more friendships with the world.2 Article continued on page 3
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Rich Nelson

Welcome Visitors
We are so glad you’re here! We ask that you please complete 
a visitor card from the back of the pew in front of you and place 
it in the collection plate as you exit so that we may have a record 
of your attendance. On a table in our foyer, you will find a Welcome 
folder that you may take with you so that you may learn more about 
us.  We hope you will visit again soon.                                   
 

Contribution $8,287
Sunday AM 90

Announcements 
Today’s Lesson Titles 

• If you can provide a meal for the Lawrence family, please sign up using the link in your bulletin 
email or by contacting Jacob or Regina.   
• The food pantry is seeking the following items for the month of August: rice, beans, canned  
vegetables, crackers, and oatmeal packets (Box of 10). 

Continuation of Article from page 2

Sunday AM 100

Grant and Hailey Lawrence along with Wyatt welcomed a new baby boy into the family on  
Monday, August 16th.  Brayden Ford Lawrence weighed 8 pounds 3 ounces and was 20 inches 
long.  Let’s all rejoice with the Lawrence’s at the arrival of their new bundle of joy.        

Don Prather

            Are we truly aware of our brethren – or do we expect them to be aware of us?  We can  
                                        develop the sad tendency to become consumers of Christians connec- 
                                             tions and not producers.  We all need to be consumers sometime, but  
                                                     we all need to be producers the rest of the time.  Producing and     
                                                               maintaining these connections requires high levels of  
                                                                  awareness. 
                                                                                   Are we actually doing significant things for our 
                                                                         brethren?  “Dorcas…was always doing good works  
                                                                           and acts of charity (Acts 9:36).”  She teaches us 
                                                                              that just as faith without works is dead (Jas. 2:26) 
                                                                               even so Christian relationships are dead without  
                                                                                 the good works that sustain them.  Realize this:  
                                                                                 someone in the Dripping Spring Church of Christ 
                                                                                 needs you to do something for them today.   
                                                                                 “And if anyone gives even a cup of cold  
                                                                                water…I tell you, he will never lose his reward”  
                                                                               (Mt. 10:42).Article continued on page 3
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Privileged to Serve
Sunday, August 22nd

Announcements

Song Leader

Opening Prayer

Scripture Reading

Sermon

Closing Prayer

John Gray

Damon Hyde

Kelly Miller

Grant Lawrence

Jacob Rutledge

Noah  Gray

Keep In Your Prayers

Wednesday, August 25th                                                                                                                                             
Song Leader Bill Hyde

Church Family • Paul Brown, Mark Crumley, Sarah 
Crumley, Valorie Crumley, Vikki Fox, Tammy Hyde,  
Dennis Joiner, Cora Jonas, Russ and Pat Molenaar,  
Clinton & Carolyn Rutherford, Shirley Scott, Betty 
Starling, Joe Williamson, Betty White  

HCC Resident • Nancy Wallace

Longhorn Village • Marvin Crumley 

Ledgestone Residents • Elsie Norton, Shirley 
Scott, Marie Balderson, Jon & Caroline Little 
Stonebridge • Sheryl Walker 

Family & Friends • Judah Castillo, Carole Emer-
son, Roxie Gray, Kris Henderson, James Henry, Norah 
Howard, , Matt King’s mother, Shana Morse,  Dale 
Murchison, Bennett and Flynn O’Hara, Barbara Pair, 
Sylba Lee Storm, Dennis and Juanita Tilley, Lea Valle’s 
cousin: Jan, Ward family, Glynn WilliamsPrayer Lynn Johnson

Evening

Morning

Song Leader Noah Gray      
Opening Prayer Lynn Johnson
Closing Prayer John Gray

 
•Rosemary Ayers left this life last week after  
battling Covid.  Your prayers for her husband, 
Tim and the family are greatly appreciated.
    

 

Prayer Requests
•Tracy Frisinger had a heart episode 
Wednesday evening.  He was admitted 
overnight but is home now.  Please pray that 
doctors can determine the cause for his 
concern 
  
•Vivian Hinesley has had a couple of falls 
recently.  Please pray that doctors can 
determine the remedy for her issues with 
vertigo. 
  
 

...You shall love you neighbor as yourself.      Matthew 22: 39

Sympathy


