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Hearts In Tune 
By George Henry

“And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in knowledge and all discern-
ment, that you may approve the things that are excellent, that you may be sincere and without 
offense till the day of Christ” (Philippians 1:9,10).

OUR GOAL IS TO ALLOW GOD’S DESIRES TO BECOME OUR OWN. We want to “approve the 
things that are excellent,” allowing God’s truth to fill our minds, yielding our will to His purposes, 
and rejoicing in the sheer goodness of all things that are good. There is within each of us,  
perhaps buried under layers of lesser concerns, a longing for hearts that are in tune with 
God’s heart, hearts that want nothing but what He wants. Coming to have such a heart (and 
helping others to do so) is what spiritual growth is about. This is why we study and meditate 
upon God.

It is impossible to grow in likeness to God’s character without learning to love Him, and it is im-
possible to love God without learning to love what He loves. Thus one of the wisest things we 
can do is to make a commitment to love only the things that are highest and best, as judged 
by God’s criteria. Frances de Sales wrote, “Love is the strongest passion of the soul. We be-
come like what we love. Guard against loving wrongly.”

Thomas à Kempis put it in the form of a prayer: “O Lord, let me know what is worth knowing, 
love what is worth loving, praise what pleases you, honor what is worthy in your sight, and 
avoid all that is evil.” In our present state of mind, putting ourselves in God’s hands is not 
always easy. It’s a test not only of our trust but also of our courage. Our desires are so often 
going in the opposite direction, to let God define what is desirable can seem almost insane. 
From our vantage point in the here and now, the life of radical faith may seem to involve more 
sacrifice than serenity. But in the end, the hearts that will have found peace will be those that 
have come to rest in the purposes of God. On this side of the Cross, there can surely be no 
doubt as to the benevolence of those purposes. Whatever He desires, it is our privilege to 
desire the very same things, just because He desires them.

“Lord Jesus, help me to want what is most pleasant to you. You know what is best for me. Give 
what you will, when the right time comes, and in the quantity you prefer. Do with me as you 
please. Put me where you will. I am in your hands. I am your servant. I am ready to do whatever 
you command. You are the true peace of my heart and the perfect rest of my soul” (Catherine 
Parr).
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A.M. • Battling Unbelief 
P. M. • Confronting Culture: Our Culture’s Identity Crisis
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For the Record

August 8th

August 1st

Contribution $8,287            
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Rich Nelson

Welcome Visitors
We are so glad you’re here! We ask that you please complete 
a visitor card from the back of the pew in front of you and place 
it in the collection plate as you exit so that we may have a record 
of your attendance. On a table in our foyer, you will find a Welcome 
folder that you may take with you so that you may learn more about 
us.  We hope you will visit again soon.                                   
 

Contribution $8,944
Sunday AM 81

Announcements 

Today’s Lesson Titles 

• The Sweet Expressions, an acapella singing group, is seeking alto, tenor or bass singers to join 
their group.  Those interested can find more information on the bulletin board in the foyer.  
 
•The upholstery on the pews and the carpet in the building were cleaned last week.  Please help 
us keep the building tidy by consuming all food and drinks in Room 101. 
   
• The food pantry is seeking the following items for the month of August: rice, beans, canned  
vegetables, crackers, and oatmeal packets (Box of 10). 

Sunday AM 90

Don Prather

For our sake he made him to 
be sin who knew no sin,  
so that in him we might  

become the  
righteousness of God.

 

2 Corinthians 5:21 



     

      

     
 

   
 

  

 

Privileged to Serve
Sunday, August 15th

Announcements

Song Leader

Opening Prayer

Scripture Reading

Sermon

Closing Prayer

Damon Hyde

Tim Wright

Don Prather

Russell Speir

Jacob Rutledge

Maverick Walker

Keep In Your Prayers

Wednesday, August 18th                                                                                                                                             
Song Leader David Nuckels

Church Family • Paul Brown, Mark Crumley, Sarah 
Crumley, Valorie Crumley, Vikki Fox, Tammy Hyde,  
Dennis Joiner, Cora Jonas, Russ and Pat Molenaar, 
Byron and Christie Pogue, Carol Nelson, Clinton & 
Carolyn Rutherford, Shirley Scott, Allen Spence, Betty 
Starling, Caleb & Jillian Turk, Joe Williamson, Betty 
White  

HCC Resident • Nancy Wallace

Longhorn Village • Marvin Crumley 

Ledgestone Residents • Elsie Norton, Shirley 
Scott, Marie Balderson, Jon & Caroline Little 
Stonebridge • Sheryl Walker
Family & Friends • Rosemary Ayers, Judah Castillo, 
Mike Coon, Allie Cross, Carole Emerson, Roxie Gray, 
Kris Henderson, Brenda Holloway, Norah Howard, 
Jesse Hyde, Matt King’s mother, Shana Morse,  Dale 
Murchison, Bennett and Flynn O’Hara, Barbara Pair, 
Sylba Lee Storm, Dennis and Juanita Tilley, Lea  
Valle’s cousin: Jan, Bonnie Walker’s mother, Ward  
family, Glynn Williams

Prayer Tom Pawelka

Evening

Morning

Song Leader Roland Merz
Opening Prayer Damon Hyde
Closing Prayer Jay Kelsey

 

•The Turk family has COVID and Mary  
Williams’ daughter and granddaughter have 
COVID.  Please keep the Turks as well as Carrie 
and Tara in your prayers. 

 
•Eric Holloway’s cousin, Zach Williams, passed 
away last week.  Please keep Eric and the family 
in your prayers during this difficult time. 

Prayer Requests
•Tammy Hyde has knee replacement surgery 
on Friday, August 13th.  Joe Williamson had 
neck surgery on Wednesday, August 11th.  
Please continue to pray for their healing. 
 
•Marie Balderson injured her knee recently.  
She is in pain and having difficulty walking 
on it.  Please pray for Marie. 
 
 
   
 

Sympathy


