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Worldly Works: Rivalries, Dissension, and Divisions 
By Jacob Rutledge
“Can there be any greater evil than discord and distraction and plurality where unity 
ought to reign? Or any greater good than the bond of unity. There cannot.”—Plato, The 
Republic. The Greek philosopher wrote these words many years ago, but he could write 
them today and they would be just as relevant. Our country seems split down the middle 
ideologically, politically, relationally and sadly even religiously. While we feel quite justi-
fied in whatever party we adhere to, Paul says that this mentality isn’t of God but the world. 
He condemns “rivalries/selfish ambitions, dissensions, and divisions” as works of the flesh in 
Galatians 5:20—and we must be even more vigilant against their influence today than ever 
before. 
     There is a fracturing occurring within our nation that impacts us at the most fundamental 
level—heartbreakingly, it has infected the church as well. Churches throughout our nation 
were split over this past year, the causes range from conflicting views on race relations 
to arguments over masks policies. Sadly, it seems that no one is immune to these spiritual 
fissures; the difficulty made even greater by the zeal and conviction with which such argu-
ments are made. It is almost impossible to step outside of our preferences in order to seek 
the path of unity when it is tied into our own agenda—yet that is exactly what we must do if 
we hope to move toward cohesiveness. Unity is a worthy goal—in fact we could say it is THE 
worthy goal. 
     Not only did our Lord pray for unity among his people, but he also died for it (John 
17:21; Eph. 2:14). Jesus’ sacrificed himself so that all of humanity could be unified under his 
reign; that he could make a new race of people, dictated by their allegiance to him and 
the grace he offered (2 Cor. 5:17). Since that is the case, shouldn’t we do all that we can 
to preserve the unity of the church? Paul seemed to think so. He wrote that we should be 
“eager to maintain the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace” (Eph. 4:3). There should be 
a genuine hunger to heal the divisions we are seeing in our nation and in the Lord’s church 
in America at the present hour. Yes, it might cost us our pride or our comfort or past tradi-
tions—but the reward is far greater! Those who have tasted the sweet fruit of brotherhood 
unity know that the price we must pay can’t compare to the benefits it affords.  
     This isn’t a call to compromise truth, rather it is a plea for Christians to uphold the truth of 
God’s desire for unity among his people. Sadly, there are times where divisions are inev-
itable and even necessary (1 Cor. 11:19) but these shouldn’t occur easily, willingly, nor 
should they be maintained. No matter how much it may hurt, the pain of constant division is 
far greater than the cost of our pride for unity. The world may struggle to find unity, but the 
church has no excuse. If we believe what we confess—that Jesus really is the Son of God, 
that he died for our justification, and that he rose from the grave—then we already have a 
wonderful foundation to uphold our brotherhood. Let us start there and reject the rivalries, 
     divisions, and dissensions that Satan is using to destroy the body of our Lord. 2
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P. M. • Confronting Culture: What Culture Is and What It Does To Us (Pt 2)
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Rich Nelson

Welcome Visitors
We are so glad you’re here! We ask that you please complete 
a visitor card from the back of the pew in front of you and place 
it in the collection plate as you exit so that we may have a record 
of your attendance. On a table in our foyer, you will find a Welcome folder 
that you may take with you so that you may learn more about us.  We hope 
you will visit again soon.                                   
 
                    

Contribution $6,598
Sunday AM 164

Announcements  

Today’s Lesson Titles 

•Friends in Faith will meet on July 21st in Room 101 at 6:00pm.  
•The next session of the  Summer Reading Program will be held on Tuesday, July 20th from 10:30am 
until 11:30am at the building.  We will have story-time, a craft and a snack.  This event is for chil-
dren ages 5th grade and under. 
•Janice Garner will be moving to be near her son Doug.  A signature quilt is being started to send 
with Janice in September.  Look for the table at the back of the auditorium to pick up your quilt 
square and instructions. 
•Discipleship University will take place on Saturday, August 7- Sunday, August 8.  We will need 
volunteers on Saturday to serve meals and help clean-up.  Also, we are in need of a few families 
to provide accomodations.  There is a sign-up sheet at the back of the auditorium.      
  
    
 
                                                                                                    

Sunday AM 152

Birth Announcement
Lillian Shane Eledge was born to Michael and 
Madeline (Walker) Eledge on Thursday, June 17, 
2021.  Lillian weighed 6.9 pounds and was 18.75 
inches long.  The proud grandparents are Matthew 
and Bonnie Walker.  Sheryl Walker is Lillian’s  
  grandmother. 
   
    Lillian is healthy, at home and doing well.  Bonnie 
      plans to visit Little Rock a lot.  So, pray for  
       Matthew and Maverick as they will be fending 
        for themselves quite a bit.    
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Keep In Your Prayers

Wednesday, July 21st                                                                                                                                             
Song Leader Bill Hyde

Church Family • Paul Brown, Mark Crumley, Sarah 
Crumley, Valorie Crumley, Vikki Fox, Dennis Joiner, Cora 
Jonas, Russ and Pat Molenaar, Carol Nelson, Clinton 
& Carolyn Rutherford, Shirley Scott, Betty Starling, 
Jillian Turk, Betty White, Jamie Wright  

HCC Resident • Nancy Wallace

Longhorn Village • Marvin Crumley 

Ledgestone Residents • Elsie Norton, Shirley 
Scott, Marie Balderson, Jon & Caroline Little 
Stonebridge • Sheryl Walker

Family & Friends • Wayne Bradshaw, Judah Castil-
lo, Mike Coon, Allie Cross, Elana and Nelawyn Dalley, 
Carole Emerson, Roxie Gray, Kris Henderson, Brenda 
Holloway, Norah Howard, Jesse Hyde, Matt King’s 
mother, Otto Kollaus, Shana Morse,  Dale Murchison, 
Barbara Pair, Sylba Lee Storm, Dennis and Juanita 
Tilley, Lea Valle’s cousin: Jan, Glynn Williams

Prayer Brian Wilks

Evening

Morning

Song Leader Brian Wilks
Opening Prayer Jay Kelsey
Closing Prayer Joel Wilkinson

Lord’s Table  
Randy Banks

Lynn Johnson

Alec Estrada

Gavin Valle

Mark Cowan

Grant Lawrence

Darrell Underwood

Tim Wright

 • Jillian Turk requests our prayers as she continues to 
deal with stress related to and since her sister’s  
accident.   
  
• Renee Frisinger’s mother, Barbara Pair is not doing 
well.  She has been in Memory Care and is now 
under hospice care.  Please remember Barbara and 
her family in your prayers during this difficult time. 

• Roland Merz’s brother-in-law, Otto Kollaus, has 
been admitted to the hospital with COVID.  Please 
be sure to remember Otto in your prayers. 
 
• Roland’s other brother-in-law, Waylon Bradshaw, is 
also having health issues.  Please remember Waylon 
in your prayers as well.

Prayer Requests

Directory Updates 
Sheryl Walker #305b 
c/o Stonebridge 
11127 Circle Dr. 
Austin, Texas 78736 
 
New email addresses for ... 
Kathy & Glenn Boydston  
Kathy        kboydston60@gmail.com 
Glenn       gboydston46@gmail.com 


