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The Divine Compassion 
By Gary Henry
Can a woman forget her nursing child,
And not have compassion on the son of her womb?
Surely they may forget, yet I will not forget you.
(Isaiah 49:15)

JUST AS GOD’S LOVE IS AS TENDER AS A MOTHER’S LOVE, IT IS ALSO AS COMPASSION-
ATE. A mother would sooner forget her nursing child than God would fail to act with com-
passion. “When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called My son . . . I drew 
them with gentle cords, with bands of love, and I was to them as those who take the yoke 
from their neck. I stooped and fed them” (Hosea 11:1,4). Even if unrepentant rebellion re-
quires our final banishment from God, we can be sure that the sentence will be pronounced 
with nothing less than a broken heart. We will have rejected a compassionate love very 
much like a mother’s.

Robert Fulghum once made an interesting comment about Teresa of Calcutta. Arguing 
that she was one of the most powerful people in the world at the time, he wrote, “No shah 
or president or king or general or scientist or pope; no banker or merchant or cartel or oil 
company or ayatollah holds the key to as much power as she has. None is as rich. For hers is 
the invincible weapon against the evils of this earth: the caring heart. And hers are the  
everlasting riches of this life: the wealth of the compassionate spirit.” It is compassion, far 
more than any other quality, that encourages people to be willing to be influenced. People 
really do not care how much we know until they know how much we care.

This is precisely why the story of the Cross is so powerful. It is from first to last a story of com-
passion, and those who refuse to be touched by compassion would only be hardened by 
any other means of influence. If God’s chosen means of influence is compassionate love, we 
should be slow to use any “stronger” or “more effective” means. Moreover, if we truly hope 
to see others influenced by compassion, we must be ready to do the same difficult thing 
that God did. We must be ready, when the time comes, not only to suffer with others, but also 
to suffer for them. It has always been mothers, more than anyone else, who understand this.

“Let us not underestimate how hard it is to be compassionate. Compassion is hard because 
it requires the inner disposition to go with others to the place where they are weak, vul-
nerable, lonely, and broken. But this is not our spontaneous response to suffering. What we 
desire most is to do away with suffering by fleeing from it or finding a quick cure for it” (Henri 
J. M. Nouwen).    
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A.M. • God’s Golden Standard  
P. M. • Confronting Culture: What Culture Is and What It Does To Us
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Rich Nelson

Welcome Visitors
We are so glad you’re here! We ask that you please complete 
a visitor card from the back of the pew in front of you and place 
it in the collection plate as you exit so that we may have a record 
of your attendance. On a table in our foyer, you will find a Welcome folder 
that you may take with you so that you may learn more about us.  We hope 
you will visit again soon.                                   
 
                    

Contribution $11,990
Sunday AM 138

Announcements  

Today’s Lesson Titles 

 •The next session of the  Summer Reading Program will be held on Tuesday, July 13th from 
10:30am until 11:30am at the building.  We will have story-time, a craft and a snack.  This event is 
for children ages 5th grade and under. 
 
•Good Samaritans will meet on Thursday, July 15th at 9:30am in Room 101.
  
•Janice Garner will be moving in September to be near her son Doug.  A signature quilt is being 
started to send with Janice in September.  Look for the table at the back of the auditorium to pick 
up your quilt square and instructions. 
  
    

Sunday AM 164

Food Pantry Needs
Our Food Pantry is in need of the following items.  
Please consider adding one or more of these items 
to your grocery order.  Items for the food pantry 
may be placed in the white box at the main  
entrance to the building or in the church office.     

•Dried rice or beans
•Cornbread or Mashed Potatoes (Small Packages)
•Canned Pasta (Ravioli, spaghetti, etc....) 
 •Canned fruit 
  •Toothpaste



     

      

     
 

   
 

  

 

Privileged to Serve
Sunday, July 11th

Announcements

Song Leader

Opening Prayer

Scripture Reading

Sermon

Closing Prayer

Russell Speir

Tim Wright

Paul Brown

Brett Banks

Jacob Rutledge

Tom Pawelka

Keep In Your Prayers

Wednesday, July 14th                                                                                                                                             
Song Leader Brian Wilks

Church Family • Paul Brown, Mark Crumley, Sarah 
Crumley, Valorie Crumley, Vikki Fox, Renee Frisinger, 
Dennis Joiner, Cora Jonas, Russ and Pat Molenaar, 
Clinton & Carolyn Rutherford, Shirley Scott, Betty 
Starling, Sheryl Walker, Betty White, Jamie Wright 
 

HCC Resident • Nancy Wallace

Longhorn Village • Marvin Crumley 

Ledgestone Residents • Elsie Norton, Shirley 
Scott, Marie Balderson, Jon & Caroline Little

Family & Friends • Judah Castillo, Mike Coon, Allie 
Cross, Elana and Nelawyn Dalley, Carole Emerson, 
Roxie Gray, Kris Henderson, Brenda Holloway, Norah 
Howard, Jesse Hyde, Matt King’s mother, Shana Morse,  
Dale Murchison, Sylba Lee Storm, Dennis and Juanita 
Tilley, Lea Valle’s cousin: Jan, Glynn Williams

Prayer Kelly Miller

Evening

Morning

Room 101 Ladies

September 
Carol Nelson, Karen Peronne,  
Jessica Estrada, Jennifer Nuckels,  
Diane Williamson

August 
Betty Adams, Tricia Allgyer, Sheri Bangs, 
Barbara Smith, Tracy Wright

Song Leader Don Prather
Opening Prayer Stephen Estrada
Closing Prayer Rich Nelson

Lord’s Table  
Randy Banks

Lynn Johnson

Alec Estrada

Gavin Valle

Mark Cowan

Grant Lawrence

Darrell Underwood

Tim Wright

 •Sarah Crumley had emergency surgery recently 
and came home on Tuesday.  

•Also on Tuesday Valorie Crumley had her pace-
maker replaced and she is at home recuperating.  
  
•Mark Crumley will see his oncologist this week to 
check the progress of his cancer treatments. 
 
Please continue your prayers for the Crumley 
family as they struggle with health issues. 

Prayer Requests


