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Worldly Works: Strife 
By Jacob Rutledge
 It didn’t take long for their home to descend into the abyss of sin. We don’t know how the scene 
played out, but we know it broke their hearts. Did he come home with blood on his hands, expres-
sionless, listless? When they asked him, “What happened? Where is your brother?” Did he avoid their 
questions, lash out in frustration as he did with God, “How should I know? Am I his babysitter?” (Gen. 
4:9, The Message). There is so much we don’t know about the first murder on earth, but we do know 
how it started: enmity and strife. John informs us that Cain’s contempt for Abel came from a place of 
conflict: Cain was evil, and his brother was righteous. From enmity comes strife; strife subsequently pro-
duces violence (often self-justified) and even murder. Thus, we begin to see why the Spirit condemns 
such as a fleshly work (Gal. 5:20). 
 When I think of strife, I imagine the scene on Animal Planet with the pack of hungry wolves 
snarling and snapping and fighting each other as they devour recently conquered prey. There is no 
regard or concern for the welfare of the other, but simply an unbridled self-ambition and preserva-
tion which attacks and maims anything nearby. Yet it seems even the wolf has an excuse, as he acts 
simply out of his nature; a blind, unthinking aggression, but born from instinct. But we find that this is 
the exact point of Paul in Galatians 5: These are the natural, instinctive habits of depraved humanity. 
Sadly, the wolf seems better off, for they may snap and snarl, yet they eventually leave the carcass as 
a pack—we would rather make our pack the carcass. 
 Strife is the infighting that arises from an inward hostility and contempt; thus, why it naturally 
follows “enmity” in the list of worldly works in Galatians 5. Like weeds in a garden, strife will not grow 
where there is no soil; even if it finds a crack in the pavement of otherwise strong relationships, it will 
find a way to flourish. This, I think, is why we have witnessed such strife in our nation in the past year: it 
was the natural, inevitable outgrowth of a seething enmity that boiled under the surface of our soci-
ety. Ideological differences, fear, and contempt were the fertilizer for this infestation of strife weeds 
that invaded our country. 
 The even greater tragedy is that such strife seeped into the church as well. In this past year 
churches were split, or greatly diminished in membership, due to arguments over mask policies, con-
spiracy theories, race relations, vaccines, etc. Some of these conflicts were unavoidable; others were 
inexcusable. Like a pack of wolves, each defending our own spot on the carcass, we snarled and 
snapped until there was no longer a pack (or at least, a much smaller one). Only time will tell the harm 
that was done to the bride of Christ in the past year. It wasn’t the conflict that was the issue, but how 
we engaged with other Christians on these matters and the lack of love and brotherly affection that 
was extended which broke the bond of brotherhood in so many churches. 
 The only solution for strife is genuine love (Rom. 12:9). We are reborn to love others (1 Pet. 
1:22)—especially the brotherhood. This love doesn’t mean we will never experience conflict (in fact, 
it necessitates it); rather it recognizes that our differences can never transcend what we experience 
together in Jesus. Love always works toward a harmony of truth and grace. Just as enmity manifest itself 
in strife, so too love manifest itself in service (Ga. 5:13). Let us ardently seek the latter, and diligently 
guard against the former. 



A.M. • How to Talk with God: With a Desire for Direction 
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Welcome Visitors
We are so glad you’re here! We ask that you please complete 
a visitor card from the back of the pew in front of you and place 
it in the collection plate so that we may have a record of your  
attendance. On a table in our foyer, you will find a Welcome folder 
that you may take with you so that you may learn more about us.  We hope 
you will visit again soon.                                   
 
                    

Contribution $9,171
Sunday AM 136

Announcements  

Today’s Lesson Titles 

• Today is our First Sunday Focus.   We will have a catered meal and celebrate with the families of 
our high school graduates.  There will not be a 6pm bible study today.
• The next session of the  Summer Reading Program will be held on Tuesday, June 8th from 10:30am 
until 11:30am at the building.  We will have storytime, a craft and a snack.  This event is for 5th 
grade and under.
• Friends in Faith will meet on Wednesday, June 9th in Room 101 at 6pm. 
• A wedding shower honoring Carrie (Nelson) Sandefer will be held on Saturday, June 19th from 
 10am to 12pm in Room 101.  See details below. 
• Online registration is open for Vacation Bible School.  VBS will be on Monday, June 28 through 
Wednesday, June 30 from 9am to 11am.

Sunday AM 144

A wedding shower
 honoring 

Carrie Sandefer
June 19, 2021    10 AM to 12 PM  

Room 101    Dripping Springs Church of Christ 
 

Carrie is registered at: 
  Food52.com, Williams-Sonoma, & Crate and Barrel

     Hostesses: Bonnie Walker, Carolyn Gully,  
   Judy Templeton, Karen Perrone, Leslie Pawelka, 
         Linda Miller, Renee Frisinger, Sheri Bangs

You are invited to...



     

      

     
 

   
 

  

Privileged to Serve
Sunday, June 6th

Announcements

Song Leader

Opening Prayer

Scripture Reading

Sermon

Closing Prayer

Roland Merz

Tim Wright

Bill Hyde

Brett  Banks

Jacob Rutledge 

Brian Winger

Keep In Your Prayers

Wednesday, June 9th                                                                                                                                              
Song Leader Maverick Walker

Church Family • Kathy Boydston, Paul Brown, Mark 
Crumley, Sarah Crumley, Vikki Fox, Renee Frisinger, 
Dennis Joiner, Cora Jonas, Eve Mickelson, Russ and 
Pat Molenaar, Clinton & Carolyn Rutherford, Shirley 
Scott, Betty Starling, Sheryl Walker, Betty White, Jamie 
Wright 
 

HCC Resident • Nancy Wallace

Longhorn Village • Marvin Crumley 

Ledgestone Residents • Elsie Norton, Shirley 
Scott, Marie Balderson, Jon & Caroline Little

Family & Friends • Judah Castillo, Mike Coon, Allie 
Cross, Elana and Nelawyn Dalley, Roxie Gray, Kris 
Henderson, Brenda Holloway, Norah Howard, Jesse 
Hyde, Holly Johnson (Bill and Julie), Shana Morse, 
Rebecca Oney, Sylba Lee Storm, Dennis and Juanita 
Tilley, Lea Valle’s cousin: Jan, Glynn Williams

Prayer Updates
• Jamie Wright’s hip replacement surgery went well, and she is at home recovering.  Please 
continue to pray for Jamie.       

Prayer David Nuckels

Evening

Morning

Song Leader Noah Gray
Opening Prayer Kelly Miller
Closing Prayer Stephen Estrada

Lord’s Table  
Mat Cain

Joe Williamson

Harrison Gray

Kyle Merz

Kasey Cain

Daryl Burrell

Kelly Miller

Russell Speir

Sympathy
• Carl Collins left this life on Wednesday.  Please keep Carl’s family in your prayers at this 
time.  Funeral services will take place in the Baytown area.  
• Lois Ewald, stepmother to Jo Lynne Kelsey and Karen Perrone, passed away recently 
due to a massive stroke.  Lois was a member of the Southwest Church of Christ.  Funeral 
Services for Lois were held on Saturday.       
   

one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
Ephesians 4 : 5


