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Worldly Works: Fits of Anger 
By Jacob Rutledge
Many of us have experienced that moment when, while shopping at the local grocery store, we
hear a sudden scream accompanied by large amounts of crying. As the intensity of the scream
echoes throughout the store, we might push our cart around the corner to discover a red faced,
tear-soaked toddler sitting on the floor and pounding it with their fist. We may even comment to
someone nearby, “Somebody is throwing a fit!” While we rightfully view these “temper
tantrums” as unacceptable behavior by children, they sadly aren’t left to our years of infancy.
Both children and adults participate in “fits of anger” and thus why Paul condemns such as a
work of the flesh (Gal. 5:20).
          The word for anger here comes from the Greek word “Thumos” similar to our word
“thermal.” With this picture in mind, we might imagine the classic cartoon character who, when
angered, slowly and progressively turns red until they burst in frustration. This speaks to
someone who has a “quick temper” and is easily frustrated or offended. You most likely know
someone like this (maybe it is you). They are those we must “walk on eggshells” around;
generally, everyone they encounter, after spending any amount of time with them, grows
uncomfortable and on edge, fearing they will lash out at the smallest offense. James says such a
disposition is condemned as a work of the fleshly man and not of the Spirit of God (Jam. 1:20).
         In fact, while the Bible speaks often of the wrath of God, it also emphasizes the fact that
God’s anger isn’t capricious or easily stimulated; rather it is the final, inevitable, judicious
outpouring of the holy God. Thus, we are told God is actually “slow to anger” (Ex. 34:6). This is
why we are so surprised when he breaks out suddenly and decisively in his anger (against Uzzah
for example in 2 Samuel 6:5-11). We are so accustomed to God’s grace that we are confused by
his wrath. The enduring legacy of our Lord is his patience and mercy with rebellious sinners
such as ourselves.
         In contrast to this, we humans are quick to judge, condemn, and angrily lash out at those
who hurt us (or simply those that annoy us). Speaking personally, I have surprised and startled
myself at how easily I can snap back at my wife or children in moments of anger. It burst forth
quite naturally at times, leaving me disconcerted; I trust many of you felt the same at times. We
must intentionally fight against such outburst, biting our tongue and redirecting our anger by the
mercy of God.
         Nothing will destroy a family, a church, a community, or a nation more than constant,
unchecked fits of anger. Sadly, the present political state offers ample opportunities to feed our
fits, churning us into a frenzy of agitation until we lash out at the first, poor passerby that comes
out way. If you can’t handle it, turn off the T.V. and stop listening to talk radio, rather than give
opportunity for this sin. This isn’t to say we shouldn’t be angry over sin (God forbid we grow
cold to the wickedness of this present age!) but rather we should be sure that our anger is
channeled by love for righteousness and God rather than our own opinions or pride. Or, as Paul
would put it, “Be angry, but don’t sin” (Eph. 4:26).    
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John Gray • July 2
Pat Molenaar • July 2
Joe Williamson • July 6
Anita Merz • July 8 
Carolyn Gully • July 9
Bonnie Walker • July 9

A.M. • The Cure for a Critical Spirit  
P. M. • VBS Work Night
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June 20th

June 13th

Contribution $8,654             
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Rich Nelson

Welcome Visitors
We are so glad you’re here! We ask that you please complete 
a visitor card from the back of the pew in front of you and place 
it in the collection plate as you exit so that we may have a record 
of your attendance. On a table in our foyer, you will find a Welcome folder 
that you may take with you so that you may learn more about us.  We hope 
you will visit again soon.                                   
 
                    

Contribution $37,333
Sunday AM 128

Announcements  

Today’s Lesson Titles 

• Vacation Bible School begins tomorrow June 28 through Wednesday, June 30th from 9:00am to 
11:45am.   
• Tonight we are having a VBS worknight at the building beginning at 5pm until 8pm.  We need 
everyone’s help.  Please make plans to be here.  
                                        • Friends in Faith will meet on Wednesday, June 30th in Room 101 at 6pm. 
                                                   • Good Samaritans will meet on July 1st at 9:30am in Room 101. 
                                                            • Fun Friday Crafters will meet at the building beginning at  
                                                               8:30am on July 2nd. 
                                                                      • Next Sunday, July 4th will be our First Sunday Focus.                  
                                                                          Plan to stay after services for a lunch with 
                                                                             a second bible study immediately following lunch.  
                                                                               We do not return for a 6pm bible study on 
                                                                                First Sundays.
                                                                               • The next session of the  Summer Reading  
                                                                                   Program will be held on Tuesday, July 6th 
                                                                                   from 10:30am until 11:30am at the building. 
                                                                                   We will have story-time, a craft and a snack. 
                                                                                                    

Sunday AM 145

July Birthdays
Stephen Estrada •  July 10 
Michelle Underwood •  July 12 
Clinton Rutherford •  July 17
Kasey Cain • July 18
Hayden McCullough • July 19
Carolyn Rutherford • July 19

Courtney Moore • July 21
Sheryl Walker • July 22
Ayden Gray • July 25
Beth Winger • July 26 
Brian Winger •  July 31



     

      

     
 

   
 

  

 

Privileged to Serve
Sunday, June 20th

Announcements

Song Leader

Opening Prayer

Scripture Reading

Sermon

Closing Prayer

Stephen Estrada

Tim Wright

Grant Lawrence

Benjamin Valle

Jacob Rutledge

Roland Merz

Keep In Your Prayers

Wednesday, June 23th                                                                                                                                             
Song Leader Bill Hyde

Church Family • Paul Brown, Mark Crumley, Sarah 
Crumley, Vikki Fox, Renee Frisinger, Dennis Joiner, Cora 
Jonas, Russ and Pat Molenaar, Clinton & Carolyn 
Rutherford, Shirley Scott, Betty Starling, Sheryl Walker, 
Betty White, Jamie Wright 
 

HCC Resident • Nancy Wallace

Longhorn Village • Marvin Crumley 

Ledgestone Residents • Elsie Norton, Shirley 
Scott, Marie Balderson, Jon & Caroline Little

Family & Friends • Judah Castillo, Mike Coon, Allie 
Cross, Elana and Nelawyn Dalley, Roxie Gray, Kris 
Henderson, Brenda Holloway, Norah Howard, Jesse 
Hyde, Holly Johnson (Bill and Julie), Matt Kig’s mother, 
Shana Morse,  Dale Murchison, Rebecca Oney, Rich-
ardo Sanchez, Sylba Lee Storm, Dennis and Juanita 
Tilley, Lea Valle’s cousin: Jan, Glynn Williams

Prayer Lon Calvert

Evening

Morning

Room 101 Ladies
July
Karla Gray, Weslea Wilks, Tracy Wright, 
Melissa McCullough, Kathy Boydston, 
Jessica Estrada

Lord’s Table  
Mat Cain

Joe Williamson

Harrison Gray

Kyle Merz

Russell Speir

Kasey Cain

Daryl Burrell

Kelly Miller

• Kenny Murchison requests prayers for his older 
brother, Dale, who has struggled with cancer for 
some time now and isn’t doing well.  Please keep 
this family in your prayers during this difficult time.

• A community member acquainted with Roland 
Merz requests prayers for Richardo Sanchez 
who has had a double brain aneurysm recently.  
Please remember Richardo and his family in your 
prayers.   

• Matt King, neighbor to Roland Merz, requests 
prayers for his mother who has had a recent can-
cer diagnosis.  Your prayers for Matt, his mother 
and family are greatly appreciated.

Prayer Updates

Farewell For Now 
Polly and Mike Coon have moved to 

Grove, Oklahoma.  Their new address is 
610 S. Cherokee Street

Grove, Oklahoma, 74344 
 

Vacation Bible School Work Night  
beginning at 5pm.  


