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Worldly Works: Sorcery 
By Jacob Rutledge
Every year at Halloween little girls around the county done green faced masks with hooked nose and 
warts, accompanied by a broom and possibly a wand. This seemingly innocent caricature of witchcraft 
in our nation conveys our sentiments toward sorcery: a little macabre, but nothing to cause concern. 
This, I believe, is due to our purely materialistic view of the world. Even though Paul warns us that we are 
fighting against “spiritual forces of wickedness” (Eph. 6:12) we struggle with grasping this reality. Yet the 
ancient world had no difficulty in understanding how demonic forces hijacked the “secret arts” in order to 
influence people to trust something other than the Lord. Due to this (and other reasons) Paul condemns 
sorcery as one of the damnable practices of the flesh in Galatians 5:20. 
 Why address this particular sin? For many, witchcraft is a practice of the ancient past, one which 
has little influence over the world today. Yet, not only has the practice of witchcraft persisted throughout 
the world (generally within third world countries) it has now resurfaced, becoming popularized in Western 
countries (particularly, within first world countries) and even commercialized (you can, for example, easily 
purchase a Ouija board at your local Walmart and ‘commune with the dead’ at your birthday party). 
 In 2016 an article appeared on “Quartz” titled “Witchcraft is the Perfect Religion for Liberal 
Millennials.” The author writes, 

“What ties together crystals, feminism, polyamory, lapsed Catholicism, and tarot cards?
Besides being increasingly of the moment, they are all related to modern witchcraft, a movement that is 
being propelled out of the forest and into the mainstream. The hook-nosed, broom-riding, pointy-hat-
wearing, cackling witches of yore have transfigured into hip, feminist, millennial women with slick websites 
and soothing advice on manifesting your dreams. 

In a 2018 article in The Atlantic titled, “The Witches of Baltimore” the writer discusses how “Young black 
women are leaving Christianity and embracing African witchcraft in digital covens.” In Austin, Tx there is 
a monthly “Witch Market” in which imbued crystals, amulets, and a host of other items are sold. So, while 
this might seem like a distant practice for ancient, unenlightened cultures, it is in fact a growing movement 
that increasingly appeals to younger generations looking for spirituality apart from traditional, organized 
religion. 
 In order to fully understand the entire spectrum of witchcraft condemned by God we should read 
Deuteronomy 18:10-11: 

“There shall not be found among you anyone who burns his son or his daughter as an offering, anyone 
who practices divination or tells fortunes or interprets omens, or a sorcerer or a charmer or a medium or a 
necromancer or one who inquires of the dead.” 
 
The reason for sinfulness of these practices is many. Similar to idolatry, they influence people to trust in 
items for aspects of life to which only God has a right. Whether it is an attempt to see the future through 
the use of tarot cards, the desire to chart one’s destiny in the stars, or to commune with the dead, these 
are the secret regions which belong to the Lord (Deut. 29:29). Not only that, but consulting these  
elements often lead people to make decisions which, many times, will lead them down an ungodly path. 
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In conjunction with many of these practices is drug use (the word 
translated ‘sorcery’ is where we get our word ‘pharmacy’) in which 
individuals use such to enact a trance like state. Space does not 
     permit the many spiritual dangers that arise from such. 
  
                      In contrast to this, the people of God are commanded 
                to seek the Lord for wisdom (Jam. 1:5), trusting in His word 
                  for direction and life (2 Tim. 3:16-17). God has given us 
                       all things that pertain to life and the life we are  
                       expected to live before him (2 Pet. 1:3). Christ has  
                        conquered the demonic powers and we should  
                        avoid any practices by which they can influence us 
                       (Col. 2:15; 1 Cor. 10:20-21). 
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Rich Nelson

Welcome Visitors
We are so glad you’re here! We ask that you please complete 
a visitor card from the back of the pew in front of you and place 
it in the collection plate as you exit so that we may have a record 
of your attendance. On a table in our foyer, you will find a Welcome folder 
that you may take with you so that you may learn more about us.  We hope 
you will visit again soon.                                   
 
                    

Contribution $8,429
Sunday AM 149

Announcements  

Today’s Lesson Titles 

•Friends in Faith (6th graders through high school) will meet in Room 101 at 6pm on  
Wednesday, May 26th. 
•On June 6th we will celebrate our 2021 high school graduates.  This event will coincide with our First Sun-
day Focus.  Please plan to stay for our First Sunday Focus meal and Seniors’ Celebration. 
 •We are seeking volunteers for our Summer Reading Program (5th grade and under) that meets on Tues-
day mornings in June and July.  If you are able to read a story book or be a helper, please use the sign-up 
sheet at the back of the auditorium. 
•Vacation Bible School will be held on Monday, June 28th through Wednesday, June 30th from 
9:00am to 11:30am.  This year’s theme is The Flood.  Please begin registering children using the online form.

Sunday AM 139
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Privileged to Serve
Sunday, May 23rd
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Keep In Your Prayers

Wednesday, May 26th                                                                                                                                             
Song Leader Roland Merz

Church Family • Kathy Boydston, Paul Brown, Mark 
Crumley, Sarah Crumley, Vikki Fox, Renee Frisinger, 
Dennis Joiner, Cora Jonas, Eve Mickelson, Russ and 
Pat Molenaar, Clinton & Carolyn Rutherford, Shirley 
Scott, Betty Starling, Sheryl Walker, Betty White  

HCC Resident • Nancy Wallace

Longhorn Village • Marvin Crumley 

Ledgestone Residents • Elsie Norton, Shirley 
Scott, Marie Balderson, Jon & Caroline Little 

Family & Friends • Judah Castillo, Mike Coon, Allie 
Cross, Jim Crouch, Elana and Nelawyn Dalley, Roxie 
Gray, Brenda Holloway, Jesse Hyde, Holly Johnson (Bill 
and Julie), Shana Morse, Rebecca Oney, Barbara 
Pair, Sylba Lee Storm, Dennis and Juanita Tilley, Lea 
Valle’s cousin: Jan, Glynn Williams

Prayer Updates
•Eve Mickelson was admitted to the hospital on Wednesday after experiencing severe 
pain.  Please keep Eve in your prayers.  

•Paul Brown was released from the hospital on Wednesday to return home.  Please pray for 
his continued healing.    
 
•Russ Molenaar was admitted to ICU last week with a bladder infection and fluid on his 
lungs.  Please continue to pray for Russ and Pat during this difficult time. 

•John and Karla Gray’s infant grandson, Judah, was referred to a urologist due to under-
developed kidneys.  Please pray for Judah and his family as they work to determine what is 
causing his infection.  

Prayer Joel Wilkinson
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