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You’re Breaking Your Father’s Heart 
By Jacob Rutledge
Minimizing and excusing sin comes naturally to the human heart. In our attempts to hide our guilt 
and shame, we often try to rationalize our choices (“Yes, I committed adultery, but you don’t know 
how difficult my marriage is!) or downplay their significance (“It’s only one little lie, who is it going to 
hurt?). This isn’t surprising since this was the route Adam and Eve took (Gen. 3:12-13). Yet, it was the 
case then and now that one agent—the most important one—is often forgotten: God. 
 Not long after the Fall, the world grew increasingly wicked, leading eventually to the Flood. 
This great act of judgment wasn’t enacted capriciously or maliciously, but a necessary rejection of 
evil from a God who was heartbroken over their sin. The text says man’s sin “grieved him within his 
heart” (Gen. 6:6). The language is one of a broken-hearted father. We often forget that our sin is 
a rejection of God’s goodness, grace, and gifts, and thus a rejection of his person. In his love, he 
longs for us to choose the right way, to embrace his goodness and walk with him, but we reject him 
time and time again. If you are a father, can you imagine the pain of your child rejecting you? This, in 
some small way, is but a taste of the rejection our Father has felt from the beginning of time. 
 This is witnessed time and time again within the book of Jeremiah. Israel was steeped in sin 
and on the brink of ruin. The Lord would soon send Babylon to judge the nation, yet his greatest 
desire was for his people to repent and turn to him. Notice the language: 

“For they have turned their back to me, and not their face… Can a virgin forget her ornaments,
or a bride her attire? Yet my people have forgotten me days without number” (Jer. 2:27-32). 

“The LORD said to me in the days of King Josiah: “Have you seen what she did, that faithless one, 
Israel, how she went up on every high hill and under every green tree, and there played the whore? 
And I thought, ‘After she has done all this she will return to me,’ but she did not return” (Jer. 3:6-7). 

“I said, how I would set you among my sons, and give you a pleasant land, a heritage most beauti-
ful of all nations. And I thought you would call me, My Father, and would not turn from following me. 
Surely, as a treacherous wife leaves her husband, so have you been treacherous to me, O house of 
Israel, declares the LORD” (Jer. 3:19-20). 

If you read the Bible—especially the Old Testament—and see a grumpy, resentful God then you 
aren’t reading it correctly. The scriptures are full of text showing the patience, mercy, and love of our 
holy Father who simply wants us to confess our wrongs and come to him for healing. When you sin, 
you’re breaking your father’s heart—and yet, incredibly, he remains ready to forgive. After all that 
Israel has done, the entire book of Jeremiah is a plea for them to turn again and receive forgiveness 
and healing: 

“Return, O faithless sons; I will heal your faithlessness” (Jer. 3:22). 

As you’re reading this, you recognize sin in your life, please listen to the voice of the Lord before it 
is too late. Listen, not simply to the warnings of judgment, but hear the heartbreak in his voice: Return 
(insert your name here) and I will heal your faithlessness. 
 



A.M. • Righteous Retaliation 
P. M. • Inspired: How the Bible Makes Life Better (Psa. 119: 89-96)

     
   Leadership

Elders

Minister

Deacons

Tracy Frisinger
Roland Merz Bill Hyde

Randy Banks
Stephen Estrada
John Gray
Damon Hyde

Matt Walker
Russell Speir

Jacob Rutledge

Brian Wilks
Robert Wright

Jay Kelsey Tim Wright

For the Record
March 14th

March 14th

Contribution $6,933               

3

Rich Nelson

Welcome Visitors
We are so glad you’re here! We ask that you please complete a  
visitor card from the back of the pew in front of you and place it 
in the collection plate as you exit so that we may have a record of  
your attendance. On a table in our foyer, you will find a Welcome folder 
that you may take with you so that you may learn more about us.  We hope  
you will visit again soon.  Please let us know how we can serve your spiritual 
needs.                                  

Sunday AM 146

Contribution $11,221
Sunday AM 121

Announcements

Today’s Lesson Titles 

•Today is the last day to give toward a gift card for Jacob and Alyssa Moore’s baby. Tammy 
Hyde is organizing the collection. 
•Friends in Faith (6th graders through high school) will meet in Room 101 at 6pm on  
Wednesday, March 31st. 
•Good Samaritans will meet on Thursday, April 1st at 9:30am in Room 101.
•Fun Friday Crafters’ will gather in Room 101 beginning as early as 8:30am on April 2nd.
•A Stop the Bleed Class will be held on Sunday, April 11th from 3-5pm.  A sign-up sheet is on 
the table at the back of the auditorium.  Contact Russell Speir with questions. 
•See page 4 for April Birthdays

Dripping Springs Church of Christ,
   I would like to express my sincere  
appreciation for you for providing the HANDS 
Breakfast.  This annual event means a   lot for our 
organization and the fact that you guys were able to 
overcome the pandemic situation makes it that much 
more special.  Please do not hesitate to call upon us 
if we can help your church in anyway.
   Scott Collard
   Fire Chief 

Thank you Note



Rich Nelson
Brian Wilks

Alec Westover
Kelly Miller

Jacob Gannon • April 01
Glenda Murray • April 03
Nichole Bonnett • April 07
Mark Crumley • April 10
Doyla Burrell • April 12
Isabel Diaz • April 12
Vikki Fox • April 17
David Nuckels • April 18
Rich Nelson • April 19
Alex Pogue • April 19
Logan Mauck • April 23
Russell Speir • April 23 
Shaun Pritchard • April 24
Gerald Sherrill • April 24
Harrison Brooks • April 25
Madison McCullough • April 27
Cole Bangs • April 28
Paul Belyea • April 28
Daryl Burrell • April 28
Bill Hyde • April 28              

     

      

     
 

   
 

  

 

Privileged to Serve
Sunday Morning, March 28th
Announcements

Song Leader

Opening Prayer

Leading Communion

Scripture Reading

Sermon

Closing Prayer

Rich Nelson

Tim Wright 

Mat Cain

Bill Hyde

Bryon Pogue

Jacob Rutledge

Alec Westover

Sunday Evening

Keep In Your Prayers
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We will continue to have our evening 
study on Facebook and YouTube at this 
time. Be sure to join us online at 6:00pm.

Wednesday, March 31st                                                                                                                                             
Song Leader Singing night

Church Family • Kathy Boydston, Paul Brown, Mark 
and Valorie Crumley, Sarah Crumley, Vicki Fox,  
Renee Frisinger, Dennis Joiner, Cora Jonas, Russ and 
Pat Molenaar, Clinton & Carolyn Rutherford, Shirley 
Scott, Betty Starling, Shanna Underwood, Lea Valle, 
Sheryl Walker, Diane Williamson, Betty White  

HCC Resident • Nancy Wallace

Longhorn Village • Marvin Crumley 

Ledgestone Residents • Elsie Norton, Shirley 
Scott, Marie Balderson, Jon & Caroline Little
 
Family & Friends • Glenn Boydston, Mike Coon, 
Allie Cross, Jim Crouch, Alice Garceau, Roxie Gray, 
Brenda Holloway, Jesse Hyde, Carrie Isaac’s nephew, 
Holly Johnson (Bill and Julie), Tom Lear, Shana Morse, 
Barbara Pair, Sylba Lee Storm, Dennis and Juanita 
Tilley, Glynn Williams

Prayer Update
 •Kathy Boydston reported that Glenn’s gall-
bladder surgery went well on Monday.  Your 
prayers for Glenn were appreciated. 

•Carrie Isaac’s nephew was involved in an ATV 
accident recently that required pancreatic 
surgery on Saturday, March 20th.  Please pray 
for Carrie’s nephew as he recovers from his 
injuries and surgery.   
 
•Juanita Tilley, Margaret’s daughter- in- law, fell 
and injured her shoulder. She saw an orthope-
dic specialist last Thursday.  Please pray that 
Juanita can get relief from her shoulder pain.

Prayer Keith Mauck

 April Birthdays


