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The Dawning of a New Creation 
By Jacob Rutledge

The beginning of the Biblical story is so full of hope: a new world, bursting with beauty, radiating 
with peace, and filled with pleasure and freedom. Humanity was one with each other and with their 
Creator. For a moment, earth was free of guilt and shame; it was barren of the brokenness of sin and 
death. In some ways, all of our nostalgic desires point back to this single, ideal moment in history: a 
place of security, love, and joy unhindered by the burden of grief or pain. There is within each hu-
man, to some extent and at some point, a longing to go back to a better time. Yet this craving isn’t 
for a particular decade (the 40’s, 50’s, etc) but for a specific age; an age before Adam and Eve 
made that fateful decision. 
 In many ways, the story of scripture is about just that: getting back to where we were—or, 
more appropriately, where we were supposed to be. For Eden was full of potential, as God ex-
pected humanity to flourish and rule, expanding their influence and dominion throughout the cre-
ated order (Gen. 1:28). Unfortunately, this agenda was sidetracked by man’s decision to prefer 
self-rule over God’s rule. Rather than partnering with God in creational flourishing, we chose (and 
still choose) to create our own kingdom outside the boundaries of divine influence. From Adam on, 
humanity spirals into generations of self-indulgence, hatred, violence, and self-determination, and 
thus, self-destruction. 
 Until Jesus. The arrival, death, and subsequent resurrection of Jesus was/is God’s reset button 
on the world’s story. You witness this within Jesus’ teachings, as he restores the true intent of God’s 
law (“You’ve heard it said, but I say”) as well as his pointing back to Genesis as the defining moment 
of God’s will (“From the beginning it was not so…” Matt. 19:8). Jesus brought new life, and within his 
resurrection a renewed hope for all of creation (Rom. 8:18-23). He is the new Adam, the one who 
perfectly follows the will of the Lord and thus is enabled to sacrifice himself to break the curse of the 
world brought on by the first Adam (1 Cor. 15:45). 
 Specifically, within the resurrection of Jesus, we see the dawning of God’s new creation. With-
in his body Jesus was resurrected to incorruptibility and eternal life, reigning presently at the right 
hand of the Father and awaiting “The New Heavens and New Earth in which righteousness dwells” 
(2 Pet. 3:13). Jesus, in his resurrection, is the great hope of humanity as he is the first fruits—the first of 
more to come—of those that believe (1 Cor. 15:20). We are presently a new creation within Christ, 
awaiting the fullness of our inheritance (2 Cor. 517).
There is a mystery to this new world and this new order (Behold I tell you a mystery! 1 Cor. 15:51), 
but we do know that this present world—with its brokenness and sin and suffering—will perish and give 
rise to something far greater (Rev. 21:1-2); a place where all of our longings for home and healing 
are realized and a new day begins. 
 This is the living and real hope that we have because of Jesus and what he accomplished in 
the cross and the empty tomb. Does anything else really matter? This hope of a better tomorrow—of 
goodness and right prevailing despite unimaginable darkness—is even more needed and more pre-
cious to believers than in recent past. Let us cling to it, let us give our lives completely to it, so that 
by any means necessary we might attain the resurrection from the dead (Phi. 3:11). 
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Rich Nelson

Welcome Visitors
We are so glad you’re here! We ask that you please complete a  
visitor card from the back of the pew in front of you and place it 
in the collection plate as you exit so that we may have a record of  
your attendance. On a table in our foyer, you will find a Welcome folder 
that you may take with you so that you may learn more about us.  We hope  
you will visit again soon.  Please let us know how we can serve your spiritual 
needs.                                  

Contribution $6,933
Sunday AM 146

Announcements

Today’s Lesson Titles 

•Friends in Faith (6th graders through high school) will meet in Room 101 at 6pm on  
Wednesday, April 7th. 
•The Fun Friday Crafters’ gathering was moved to this Friday, April 9th.  They meet in Room 
101 beginning as early as 8:30am.
•A Stop the Bleed Class will be held on Sunday, April 11th from 3-5pm.  A sign-up sheet is on 
the table at the back of the auditorium.  Contact Russell Speir with questions. 
•Ladies, please take a look at the Room 101 Assignments sheet on the back table.  Please 
initial next to your name or add your name to this list for this important work.

But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they 
went to the tomb, taking the spices they had prepared. 
   And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb,  
       but when they went in they did not find the body 
           of the Lord Jesus. While they were perplexed 
             about this, behold, two men stood by them in 
              dazzling apparel.  And.....,the men said to 
              them,”Why do you seek the living among  
               the dead ? He is not here, but has risen.

 
Luke 24:1-6
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I Peter 1:3-5
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We will not meet this Sunday evening as 
we are holding our First Sunday Focus 
this week.  

Wednesday, April 7th                                                                                                                                              
Song Leader David Nuckels

Church Family • Kathy Boydston, Paul Brown, Mark 
and Valorie Crumley, Sarah Crumley, Vikki Fox,  
Renee Frisinger, Dennis Joiner, Cora Jonas, Russ and 
Pat Molenaar, Clinton & Carolyn Rutherford, Shirley 
Scott, Betty Starling, Shanna Underwood, Lea Valle, 
Sheryl Walker, Diane Williamson, Betty White  

HCC Resident • Nancy Wallace

Longhorn Village • Marvin Crumley 

Ledgestone Residents • Elsie Norton, Shirley 
Scott, Marie Balderson, Jon & Caroline Little
 
Family & Friends • Glenn Boydston, Mike Coon, 
Allie Cross, Jim Crouch, Alice Garceau, Roxie Gray, 
Brenda Holloway, Jesse Hyde, Carrie Isaac’s nephew, 
Holly Johnson (Bill and Julie), Tom Lear, Shana Morse, 
Rebecca Oney, Barbara Pair, Sylba Lee Storm,  
Dennis and Juanita Tilley, Glynn Williams

Prayer Update
 •Paul Brown had his prostate cancer proce-
dure on Friday, April 2nd at 8am.  Please pray 
for Paul’s full recovery from his cancer.

•Renee Frisinger has begun first steps toward 
for radiation treatments.  Actual radiation 
treatments should begin sometime soon.  Let’s 
continue to pray for Renee and Tracy.  

Prayer Rich Nelson

Blessed be the God and Father  
of our Lord Jesus Christ!   

According to his great mercy, he has 
caused us to be born again 
 to a living hope through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead,  

to an inheritance that is  

imperishable,  

undefiled,  
and  

unfading,  
kept in heaven for you,  

who by God’s power are being 
guarded through faith for a salvation 
ready to be revealed in the last time.  

Directory Update   
 Nick Bassett has a new email that was entered 
into the directory this week.  Nick’s current 
email is bassettnicholas@yahoo.com.


