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Worldly Works: Impurity 
By Jacob Rutledge
“You should know better!” is a phrase that parents have said to their children from the begin-
ning of time. When we make this statement, we don’t normally mean that there was a clear-cut 
law against their activity. Instead, we intend that, based on their principles and conscience, 
they should have made the right decision. Certain choices come naturally, and we accept the 
reality that there are certain actions which are “Just plain wrong!” 
 This seems to be Paul’s thinking when writing to the Galatians in Ephesians 5:19-21. In 
listing the works of the flesh, he says that they are “evident.” That is, for the person who has their 
mind set on the things of God, it should be obvious which actions/situations/mindset are against 
God’s will. This requires spiritual maturity, yet the Lord expects each of us to learn how to live 
a morally discerning life, even when we don’t have a clear “Thou Shalt Not” in scripture (Heb. 
5:14).  
 Among this list of vices Paul mentions “Impurity”; some translations might have it as “moral 
impurity” or “uncleanness.” Under the Mosaic Law this word was often used to describe those 
who became ceremonially unclean through bodily fluids (Lev. 15:19). It also was used to de-
scribe deviant and abnormal sexual practices. For example, in Leviticus 20:21 a man sleeping 
with his brother’s wife is referred to as “impurity.” Over time, this word became associated strictly 
with moral impurity or defilement (without the ceremonial aspect). 
 Within the New Testament, the word is generally associated with sexual sins/deviancy. It 
is often coupled with sexual immorality (Eph. 5:3; Col. 3:5) as well as homosexual practice (Rom. 
1:24). It is followed by “passion” in Colossians 3:5 and implies any type of sexual deviancy or 
activity which would go against moral norms. This would include homosexuality, bestiality, in-
cest, sexual self-stimulation and pornography, and activities like these. They are acts which are 
“just plain wrong” and need little explanation as to why. They are actions which, when seen or 
spoken about, create a natural, inner recoil to the human conscience (unless one possesses 
a calloused mind, Eph. 4:19). In the past this might be referred to as “smut” or “filth” and would 
include other activities which violate the Biblical sexual ethic. 
 As I describe this sin you most likely know exactly what I mean simply by turning on the 
T.V. or scrolling through social media. Our society is filled with promoting all kinds of sexual and 
moral impurity, and a mind that is transformed by the presence of Christ can quickly determine 
what is spiritual filth simply by seeing it. That being said, this type of sin becomes normative when 
we grant it entrance into our hearts and minds (or are exposed to it at a young age). We can’t 
convince ourselves that we aren’t influenced by the shows that we watch, the literature that we 
read, the music that we listen to, or the influencers that we follow. To ignore the ramifications of 
media would be a grand self-deception (1 Cor. 15:33). 
 In contrast to this, the Christian is to remain morally pure (James 1:27) and to seek to 
meditate on that which is pure (Phil. 4:8). We are to guard our hearts (Prov. 4:23) and pattern 
our lives after our Savior who clothes us in his robe of righteousness and perfection (Rev. 19:8). 
Let us then crucify impurity in our lives, “hating even the garment defiled by the flesh” (Jude 23). 



Our food pantry is requesting donations 
 of the following items.   
     •crackers                 •canned fruit 
     •canned tuna          •canned chicken 
     •canned soup         •bar bath soap 
     •toothpaste (small or large tubes) 

A.M. • Secret, Sacred Space 
P. M. • Inspired: How the Bible Makes Life Better (Psa. 119: 113-120)
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Contribution $6,016             
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Rich Nelson

Welcome Visitors
We are so glad you’re here! We ask that you please complete 
a visitor card from the back of the pew in front of you and place 
it in the collection plate as you exit so that we may have a record 
of your attendance. On a table in our foyer, you will find a Welcome 
folder that you may take with you so that you may learn more about 
us.  We hope you will visit again soon.  Please let us know how we can 
serve your spiritual needs.                                  

Contribution $6,487
Sunday AM 138

Announcements

Today’s Lesson Titles 

•There will be a deacons’ meeting after services today.
•Friends in Faith (6th graders through high school) will meet in Room 101 at 6pm on  
Wednesday, April 21st.
•A Church-Family Game Night will be held on May 2nd from 6pm-8pm in Room 101.  All are  
welcome. 

Sunday AM 135

Sympathy
Former member, Charles Redding passed away on Monday, April 12 from pneumonia related to 
CoVid19.  Charles had been hospitalized since February 7th.  Charles and Betty were living 
                                       in Whitehouse (near Tyler) at the time of his passing. 

Food Pantry Needs

Thank you to those who have  
contributed to our food pantry.  

Your contributions are helping this  
community benevolent work to continue.  



     

      

     
 

   
 

  

 

Privileged to Serve
Sunday, April 18th

Announcements

Song Leader

Opening Prayer

Scripture Reading

Sermon

Closing Prayer

Roland Merz

Tim Wright

Keith Mauck

Benjamin Valle

Jacob Rutledge

Alec Westover

Keep In Your Prayers
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Wednesday, April 21st                                                                                                                                             
Song Leader Bill Hyde

Church Family • Kathy Boydston, Paul Brown, Mark 
and Valorie Crumley, Sarah Crumley, Vikki Fox,  
Renee Frisinger, Dennis Joiner, Cora Jonas, Russ and 
Pat Molenaar, Clinton & Carolyn Rutherford, Shirley 
Scott, Betty Starling, Sheryl Walker, Diane Williamson, 
Betty White  

HCC Resident • Nancy Wallace

Longhorn Village • Marvin Crumley 

Ledgestone Residents • Elsie Norton, Shirley 
Scott, Marie Balderson, Jon & Caroline Little
 
Family & Friends • Mike Coon, Allie Cross, Jim 
Crouch, Alice Garceau, Roxie Gray, Brenda Holloway, 
Jesse Hyde, Carrie Isaac’s nephew, Holly Johnson (Bill 
and Julie), Tom Lear, Shana Morse, Rebecca Oney, 
Barbara Pair, Sylba Lee Storm, Dennis and Juanita 
Tilley, Glynn Williams

Prayer Update
 •Vikki Fox’s surgery was rescheduled (a second time) for Tuesday, April 27th.  She expects 
a stay in a rehabilitation facility after the surgery.  Please pray for Vikki and the success of 
this surgery.

•Cora Jones was readmitted to the hospital in Virginia recently.  Please continue to pray 
for Cora.    

•Glenda Murray had an issue with her heart recently.  Please keep Glenda in your prayers.   

•Renee Frisinger started her radiation treatments last week.  Please continue to pray for 
the success of her treatments. 
 
•Please continue to pray for Paul’s complete return to good health.  Paul is recovering at 
home.
  
 

Prayer Jay Kelsey

Evening

Morning

Song Leader Brian Wilks
Opening Prayer Brian Winger
Closing Prayer Byron Pogue


