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Worldly Works: Idolatry 
By Jacob Rutledge
When you hear the word “idol” you most likely think of some crudely made statue in a distant
village somewhere; maybe you think about the Greek and Roman gods of the past such as Zeus
or Apollo. The Israelites struggled with this type of idolatry throughout their history (particularly
Baal, the popular Canaanite god). The entire Old Testament might very well be described as the
Lord’s many attempts to rid his people of these wicked practices.
     Because of this, it seems appropriate that Paul would include “idolatry” within the
condemned works of the flesh in Galatians 5:20. This type of crude, material production of the
gods was still quite prominent in the days of the New Testament church, and the honor and
service to such was a pernicious issue of which New Christians had to repent (1 Thess. 1:9). But
what application does this have for the church today? Are we no longer in need of a reminder of
the dangers of idolatry in 21 st century America?
     Far from it. In fact, one might conclude that idolatry is more present at this hour than it
ever has been. Yet the gods aren’t made in the kiln but in the mirror; I speak of the idolatry of the
self. From the very beginning of humanity’s story, the promise of the tempter was simply, “You
will be like God” (Gen. 3:5). We witness the language describing the fruit of the forbidden tree
as it being, “Good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be
desired to make one wise” (Gen. 3:6). The fruit promised to endow the creature with what only
God could grant: goodness, pleasure, and wisdom.
     Of course, the irony was that Adam and Eve were already like God: they were made in
his image (Gen. 1:26-27)—the rebellion came when they wanted to be made in their own. This
type of idolatry is the most insidious, and really the only type of idolatry that there is. For, even
the crude idols made in the past were simply extensions of the people that made them: they were
means of bypassing God to exalt the self and its desire apart from His prohibitions. You witness
this in the Israelites who were concerned with their pleasure and comfort and thus made
offerings to “Queen of Heaven” to ensure such (Jer. 44:17-18).
     Again, the great irony is that God had already granted the blessing, pleasure, honor and
power of Adam and Eve within the Garden. They were surrounded by the wonderful delicacies
of the Garden, without any true labor of their own, and told “Enjoy!” (Gen. 2:8-9). A lack of
provision, pleasure, or power was never the issue—and they still aren’t. The Lord wants us to be
happy, to be provided for, and to be honored, yet none of these can be experienced or enjoyed
apart from their genuine source: God. When we separate good things from the ultimate
thing/person, this is when idolatry (and misery) occurs. Timothy Keller once said that “Idolatry
means turning a good thing into an ultimate thing”—how true. This is why Paul refers to
covetousness as idolatry (Col. 3:5): it is desiring something above its intended use or outside the
bounds of God’s truth.
     Of course, what is promised and what is produced in the story of Eden are two very
different realities: idolatry promises goodness, wisdom, and pleasure, but it offers only shame,
pain and rejection (Gen. 3:7-ff). Thankfully, Jesus came to break the chains of the idolatry of
self. Within the gospel Jesus makes war on our self-aggrandizing mirrors and puts us right again.
He transforms and changes us into the people we were meant to be all along: Image bearers,
reflecting and radiating the glory and the goodness of the true and living God (2 Cor. 3:18).



The Hays County Office of Emergency Services called 
the church office on Thursday to inform us that they are 
now offering CoVid19 vaccinations to homebound 
  individuals.  For information on this service call  
     512-393-7339.  

A.M. • How To Talk To God: With Reverent Intimacy 
P. M. • Inspired: How the Bible Makes Life Better (Psa. 119:120-128)
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Rich Nelson

Welcome Visitors
We are so glad you’re here! We ask that you please complete 
a visitor card from the back of the pew in front of you and place 
it in the collection plate as you exit so that we may have a record 
of your attendance. On a table in our foyer, you will find a Welcome 
folder that you may take with you so that you may learn more about 
us.  We hope you will visit again soon.                                   
 

Contribution $8,394
Sunday AM 115

Announcements

Today’s Lesson Titles 

•Today is our First Sunday Focus.  Please plan to stay for a catered lunch and the devotional 
 that follows.  
•A Church-Family Game Night will be held tonight from 6pm-8pm in Room 101.  All are  
welcome.  Bring your favorite games and finger foods.  
•Friends in Faith (6th graders through high school) will meet in Room 101 at 6pm on  
Wednesday, May 5th. 
•Fun Friday Crafters will meet on Friday, May 7th beginning at 8:30am in Room 101.   
•Please join us for a Come-and-Go baby shower honoring Madeline Eledge on Saturday, May 8 
from 1pm to 4pm at 401 Country Lane, Dripping Springs (Mimi’s house).  Madeline is resistered at 
Amazon and Babylist.     

Sunday AM 110

Food Pantry Needs

Community Announcement

The food pantry is requesting donations of the  
  following items for the month of May.  Donations  
  can be placed in the large box outside the main  
  entrance or in the church office.  
   •oatmeal•       •rice•      •macaroni and cheese• 
•peanut butter•      •beans•       •toothpaste•  
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Sunday, May 2nd

Announcements

Song Leader

Opening Prayer
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Closing Prayer

Stephen Estrada

Parker LaGrange
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Kasey Cain

Jacob Rutledge 
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Keep In Your Prayers
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Wednesday, May 5th                                                                                                                                              
Song Leader Roland Merz

Church Family • Kathy Boydston, Paul Brown, Mark 
Crumley, Sarah Crumley, Vikki Fox, Renee Frisinger, 
Dennis Joiner, Cora Jonas, Russ and Pat Molenaar, 
Clinton & Carolyn Rutherford, Shirley Scott, Betty 
Starling, Sheryl Walker, Betty White  

HCC Resident • Nancy Wallace

Longhorn Village • Marvin Crumley 

Ledgestone Residents • Elsie Norton, Shirley 
Scott, Marie Balderson, Jon & Caroline Little
 
Family & Friends • Mike Coon, Allie Cross, Jim 
Crouch, Roxie Gray, Brenda Holloway, Jesse Hyde, 
Carrie Isaac’s nephew, Holly Johnson (Bill and Julie), 
Tom Lear, Shana Morse, Rebecca Oney, Barbara 
Pair, Sylba Lee Storm, Dennis and Juanita Tilley, Glynn 
Williams

Prayer Update
 •Vikki Fox’s surgery went well last week.  She is now in a rehabilitation facility.  It is expect-
ed that she will be there for 8 weeks.  Please continue to pray for Vikki.

•Renee Frisinger continues her radiation treatments this week.  Please continue to pray for 
the success of these treatments. 

•Paul Brown continues his recuperation process from home.  Please encourage and pray 
for Paul and Lolly.   

Prayer Darrell Underwood

Evening

Morning

Song Leader David Nuckels
Opening Prayer John Gray
Closing Prayer Tom Pawelka

 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not 
fear though the earth gives way, though the mountains be moved into the heart of 
the sea, though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling. 
Selah                              

Psalm 46 : 1-3 


