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The Watchman Waits For The Morning
By Gary Henry

I wait for the Lord, my soul waits,
And in His word I do hope.
My soul waits for the Lord
More than those who watch for the morning —
Yes, more than those who watch for the morning.
(Psalm 130:5,6)

OUR LONGING FOR THE LORD OUGHT TO BE NO LESS FERVENT THAN THE EAGERNESS OF THE 
WATCHMAN FOR THE MORNING. Those whose job it is to stay up and guard or wait while others 
are asleep have a job that is not easy. Especially during the last few hours before dawn, time slows 
to an agonizing crawl, and the watchman longs for that first hint of light in the east, a sign that the 
sun is coming up. But it is not only the watchman who waits for the morning. There are others who wait 
through the long night hours, hoping for the relief which comes from the rising of the sun.

Sickness. There is nothing longer than a night of physical pain and fever. We toss miserably in our 
comfortless beds, and the hands of the clock do not seem to move at all. But when the rosy glow of 
dawn begins to brighten our sickroom, the suffering seems to ease up a bit. With the coming of the 
morning, there is hope.

Sorrow. When we’ve lost something or someone who was dear to us, our hearts are racked with the 
emotion that we call “grief.” The sense of loss can be almost unendurable, and it is especially so at 
night. Darkness seems to intensify the sorrow, making the nighttime dreadful. In our grief, we wait for 
the morning to come.

Distress. Even if we don’t “worry” in the worldly sense of that term, we certainly do suffer distress. Even 
the Lord did. Speaking of His crucifixion, He said, “But I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how 
distressed I am till it is accomplished!” (Luke 12:50). In distress, the night is long and the morning is 
welcome.

Even if we aren’t suffering sickness, sorrow, or distress, however, we should still be able to say what 
the Psalmist said: “My soul waits for the Lord more than those who watch for the morning — yes, more 
than those who watch for the morning.” There ought not to be a “night” of any kind in which we do 
not desperately yearn for the coming of the sun. Nay, the coming of the Son.

“In life troubles will come which seem as if they will never pass away. The night and storm look as if 
they would last forever; but the calm and the morning cannot be stayed . . .” (George MacDonald).



A.M. • Sanctified Imagination 
P. M. • Inspired: How the Bible Makes Life Better (Psa. 119: 65-72)
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Rich Nelson

Welcome Visitors
We are so glad you’re here! We ask that you please complete a  
visitor card from the back of the pew in front of you and place it 
in the collection plate as you exit so that we may have a record of  
your attendance. On a table in our foyer, you will find a Welcome folder 
that you may take with you so that you may learn more about us.  We hope  
you will visit again soon.  Please let us know how we can serve your spiritual 
needs.                                  

Sunday AM 119

Contribution $8,727
Sunday AM 112

Announcements

Today’s Lesson Titles 

•Friends in Faith (6th graders through high school) will meet in Room 101 at 6pm on  
Wednesday, March 10th.
 
•Our Red Cross Blood Drive is scheduled for Tuesday, March 23rd.  We need 50 
preregistered donors to make this drive a success.  Handouts are on the table at the rear of 
the auditorium for you to share with your friends, neighbors and coworkers.  Please help us 
get the word out about the blood drive.   

 Food Pantry Needs
Items we accept: Cereal • Oatmeal • Macaroni 
and Cheese • Boxed Dinners (i.e. Hamburger or Tuna 
Helper) • Ramen Noodles • Canned Soup • Canned 
Green Beans • Canned Veggies (corn, peas, carrots, 
etc.) • Canned Tuna or Chicken • Canned Fruit • 
Peanut Butter • Jelly • Pasta (bags or boxes) • Pasta 
Sauce • Rice • Beans (bags or cans) • Corn Bread 
Mix • Crackers • Toilet Paper • Baby Wipes • Diapers 
• Paper Towels • Bar Soap • Toothpaste



Rich Nelson
Brian Wilks

Alec Westover
Kelly Miller

Now may the God of peace 
 who brought again from the dead 

our Lord Jesus,  
the great shepherd of the sheep,  

by the blood of the eternal covenant, 
equip you with everything good 

that you may do his will,  
working in us that which is 

pleasing in his sight,  
through Jesus Christ,  

to whom be glory forever and ever. 
Amen.                

Hebrews 13: 20-21

     
 

        

     
 

   
 

  

 

Privileged to Serve
Sunday Morning, March 7th
Announcements

Song Leader

Opening Prayer

Leading Communion

Scripture Reading

Sermon

Closing Prayer

Russell Speir

Tim Wright 

Roland Merz

Bill Hyde

Quinn Mauck

Jacob Rutledge

Paul Brown

Sunday Evening

Keep In Your Prayers

4

We will continue to have our evening 
study on Facebook and YouTube at this 
time. Be sure to join us online at 6:00pm.

Wednesday, March 10th                                                                                                                                             
Song Leader Brian Wilks

Church Family • Kathy Boydston, Mark and  
Valorie Crumley, Sarah Crumley, Renee Frisinger,  
Dennis Joiner, Russ and Pat Molenaar, Clinton &  
Carolyn Rutherford, Shirley Scott, Betty Starling, 
Shanna Underwood, Lea Valle, Sheryl Walker,  
Diane Williamson, Betty White  

Shut-ins & Other Needs • Nelawyn Dalley

HCC Resident • Nancy Wallace

Longhorn Village • Marvin Crumley 

Ledgestone Residents • Elsie Norton, Shirley 
Scott, Marie Balderson, Jon & Caroline Little 
Family & Friends • Mike Coon, Allie Cross, Jim 
Crouch, Alice Garceau, Roxie Gray, Brenda Holloway, 
Jesse Hyde, Holly Johnson (Bill and Julie), Tom Lear, 
Shana Morse, Barbara Pair, Sylba Lee Storm, Dennis 
and Juanita Tilley, Glynn Williams

Prayer Update
•Renee Frisinger had surgery on Thursday, 
March 4th.   She is at home healing from her 
surgery.  Radiation treatments are the next 
steps.  Please continue to pray for Renee.

•Lea Valle is home after an overnight hospital 
stay early this week.  Please pray that Lea’s 
symptoms will not reoccur.    

Prayer Matthew Walker


