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Openness
By Gary Henry

“Therefore the Lord brought upon them the captains of the army of the king of Assyria, who took 
Manasseh with hooks, bound him with bronze fetters, and carried him off to Babylon. Now when 
he was in affliction, he implored the Lord his God, and humbled himself greatly before the God of 
his fathers . . . Then Manasseh knew that the Lord was God” (2 Chronicles 33:11-13).

HARD HEARTS NEED TO BE “OPENED,” AND SOMETIMES THE ONLY THING THAT WILL OPEN 
THEM IS ADVERSITY. For this reason, we need to be careful about our attitude toward adversity.

Hardship tends to have a chastening effect upon us. If our hearts have begun to toughen up with 
a spirit of pride or self-sufficiency, the unwelcome pain of some serious difficulty can be a salu-
tary thing. It can soften our hearts and open them up by reminding us of the proper reverence 
we ought to have toward our Creator, thus restoring our perspective.

Affliction doesn’t always soften a person’s heart, of course. Sometimes it has the opposite effect. 
Concerning those who lived in his day, Jeremiah said, “O Lord, are not Your eyes on the truth? 
You have stricken them, but they have not grieved; You have consumed them, but they have 
refused to receive correction. They have made their faces harder than rock; they have refused 
to return” (Jeremiah 5:3). If we have chosen the “victim mentality” as our basic outlook on life, 
affliction will only make us feel more sorry for ourselves — our hard hearts will only grow harder 
and more resentful. A time can come when, for all practical purposes, we’ve lost our ability to 
hear the truth even when God is using adversity to get our attention.

Often, however, pain does have a beneficial effect, at least in the long run. Hardship has a way 
of scratching the shell around our hearts just deeply enough to let in a little of the truth we’ve 
been resisting, and the result is a more receptive, honest response to the circumstances around 
us. We’re wise if we allow adversity to have this effect upon us.

There is an important sense in which we are strongest at our most painful moments of weakness. At 
least this much is true: our greatest opportunities to grow in strength come when we respond to 
reminders of our weakness with humility and honesty.

“Affliction plows and opens our hearts, so that into our innermost nature the truth penetrates and 
soaks like rain into the plowed land” (Charles Haddon Spurgeon). 
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Rich Nelson

Welcome Visitors
We are so glad you’re here! We ask that you please complete a  
visitor card from the back of the pew in front of you and place it 
in the collection plate as you exit so that we may have a record of  
your attendance. On a table in our foyer, you will find a Welcome folder 
that you may take with you so that you may learn more about us.  We hope  
you will visit again soon.  Please let us know how we can serve your spiritual 
needs.                                  

Sunday AM 121

Contribution $7,095
Sunday AM 135

Announcements

Today’s Lesson Titles 

• There will be a deacons’ meeting today after services.
•Our Red Cross Blood Drive is scheduled for Tuesday.  If you intended to sign up but haven’t, 
please add your name to sign-up sheet at the rear of the auditorium.  Thank you to all that 
helped by inviting people to sign up to give blood.  We hope much good will come from 
these donations.  
•Bible bowl will NOT meet on Wednesday, March 24th.  
•Friends in Faith (6th graders through high school) will meet in Room 101 at 6pm on  
Wednesday, March 24th.  
 
     
 

 Food Pantry Needs
Items we accept: Cereal • Oatmeal • Macaroni 
and Cheese • Boxed Dinners (i.e. Hamburger or Tuna 
Helper) • Ramen Noodles • Canned Soup • Canned 
Green Beans • Canned Veggies (corn, peas, carrots, 
etc.) • Canned Tuna or Chicken • Canned Fruit • 
Peanut Butter • Jelly • Pasta (bags or boxes) • Pasta 
Sauce • Rice • Beans (bags or cans) • Corn Bread 
Mix • Crackers • Toilet Paper • Baby Wipes • Diapers 
• Paper Towels • Bar Soap • Toothpaste



    

Rich Nelson
Brian Wilks

Alec Westover
Kelly Miller

 This is my commandment, that you love one 
another as I have loved you. Greater love 
has no one than this, that someone lay down 
his life for his friends. You are my friends 
if you do what I command you. No longer 
do I call you servants, for the servant does 
not know what his master is doing; but I 
have called you friends, for all that I have 
heard from my Father I have made known 
to you.                    
                             Jesus 
                                 John 15: 12-15
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Song Leader

Opening Prayer

Leading Communion

Scripture Reading

Sermon
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Benjamin Valle
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Sunday Evening

Keep In Your Prayers
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We will continue to have our evening 
study on Facebook and YouTube at this 
time. Be sure to join us online at 6:00pm.

Wednesday, March 24th                                                                                                                                             
Song Leader Roland Merz

Church Family • Kathy Boydston, Paul Brown, Mark 
and Valorie Crumley, Sarah Crumley, Vicki Fox,  
Renee Frisinger, Dennis Joiner, Cora Jonas, Russ and 
Pat Molenaar, Clinton & Carolyn Rutherford, Shirley 
Scott, Betty Starling, Shanna Underwood, Lea Valle, 
Sheryl Walker, Diane Williamson, Betty White  

HCC Resident • Nancy Wallace

Longhorn Village • Marvin Crumley 

Ledgestone Residents • Elsie Norton, Shirley 
Scott, Marie Balderson, Jon & Caroline Little
 
Family & Friends • Glenn Boydston, Mike Coon, 
Allie Cross, Jim Crouch, Alice Garceau, Roxie Gray, 
Brenda Holloway, Jesse Hyde, Holly Johnson (Bill and 
Julie), Tom Lear, Shana Morse, Barbara Pair, Sylba 
Lee Storm, Dennis and Juanita Tilley, Glynn Williams

Prayer Update  
 

•Kathy Boydston’s husband, Glenn, will have 
gallbladder surgery on Monday, March 
22nd.  Your prayers for Glenn are greatly  
appreciated. 

•Jesse Hyde continues his battle with Hodgkins 
Lymphoma.  Please remember Jesse and his 
family in your prayers.     

 

Prayer Russell Speir


