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Anything for a Laugh
By Jacob Rutledge

My daughter Natalie loves corny jokes. Our dinner table is often accompanied by some variation of 
knock-knock jokes, puns, and new takes on old classics like “Why did the chicken cross the road?” All 
of these are offered in good fun (and met with chuckles, eye-rolls, groans or a combination of all) 
and are often innocent and silly. Most enjoy a good joke or comedy routine, yet there is a darker 
side to comic relief that Paul warns about in Ephesians 5:3-4: 

“But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be named among you, as is 
proper among saints. Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out of 
place, but instead let there be thanksgiving.”—Ephesians 5:3-4 

Both Jesus and the apostles were deeply concerned with the language of Christians. Our Lord 
taught against vain/vapid/empty speech and warned that it would play a part in our final judgment 
(Matt. 12:36-37). In Ephesians 5, Paul specifically addresses joking which treats sexual sin with levity. 
We might refer to these as jokes which aren’t “in good taste” or that are crude, profane, and explicit. 
Sadly, the vast majority of the comedy in the world is filled with such perversion, in which experiences 
which should be kept private or spoken of in shame (Eph. 5:12) are laughed and mocked. 
 The danger of such activity is that it prevents us from taking such sins seriously. When we can 
laugh at sin, the barriers of our conscience are slowly weakened, and we find it easier to commit 
such. This is what the Spirit refers to as the callousing/searing of our conscience (1 Tim. 4:2). Crudely 
joking about sin gradually desensitizes us to its perversity, creating more comfort and allowing us 
to be open to accepting it. This is why comedians will often take very serious issues and joke about 
them: often we are too uncomfortable, or simply feel disrespectful, when discussing issues outside the 
separation offered from comedic relief. 
 Not only does a crude joke treat serious sins with levity, but it also places a burden on your 
fellow man—especially a fellow believer. All of us have felt the burden demanded by a friend to 
laugh at a joke we didn’t think was funny. This awkwardness is intensified when we suddenly pressure 
our neighbor to laugh at something that they find morally objectionable. Racist, sexually explicit, 
perverse jokes create a scenario where the person laughs—thus feigning acceptance—and violating 
their conscience and sinning (Rom. 14:23). 
 How then, as a Christian, should you respond to someone telling a crude joke? No response 
is without its difficulty or awkwardness, but the simplest response is to not laugh. If your friend is going 
to place that burden on you, then you should respond by placing the burden of guilt upon them. 
Your silence will more than likely prick their conscience and recognize what they are doing is wrong. 
You may respond kindly by saying, “Oh man. I’m sorry I just don’t see that as funny” or simply wincing 
and shaking your head. Do whatever you can to protect your faith and conscience and seek for-
giveness from the Lord when you do otherwise. Great joy can come from a good joke, but Christians 
refuse to do “anything for a laugh.” 
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Rich Nelson

Welcome Visitors
We are so glad you’re here! We ask that you please complete a  
visitor card from the back of the pew in front of you and place it 
in the collection plate as you exit so that we may have a record of  
your attendance. On a table in our foyer, you will find a Welcome folder 
that you may take with you so that you may learn more about us.  We hope  
you will visit again soon.  Please let us know how we can serve your spiritual 
needs.                                  

Sunday AM 135

Contribution $9,079
Sunday AM 119

Announcements

Today’s Lesson Titles 

•Friends in Faith (6th graders through high school) will meet in Room 101 at 6pm on  
Wednesday, March 17th.

•Good Samaritans will meet on Thursday, March 18th at 9:30am in Room 101.  
 
•Our Red Cross Blood Drive is scheduled for Tuesday, March 23rd.  We need 20 more 
preregistered donors to reach the goal of 50 donors.  Handouts are on the table at the rear 
                          of the auditorium for you to share with your friends, neighbors and coworkers. 
                                               Please help us get the word out about the blood drive.   
 

 Food Pantry Needs
Items we accept: Cereal • Oatmeal • Macaroni 
and Cheese • Boxed Dinners (i.e. Hamburger or Tuna 
Helper) • Ramen Noodles • Canned Soup • Canned 
Green Beans • Canned Veggies (corn, peas, carrots, 
etc.) • Canned Tuna or Chicken • Canned Fruit • 
Peanut Butter • Jelly • Pasta (bags or boxes) • Pasta 
Sauce • Rice • Beans (bags or cans) • Corn Bread 
Mix • Crackers • Toilet Paper • Baby Wipes • Diapers 
• Paper Towels • Bar Soap • Toothpaste
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We will continue to have our evening 
study on Facebook and YouTube at this 
time. Be sure to join us online at 6:00pm.

Wednesday, March 17th                                                                                                                                             
Song Leader David Knuckels

Church Family • Kathy Boydston, Paul Brown, Mark 
and Valorie Crumley, Sarah Crumley, Vicki Fox,  
Renee Frisinger, Dennis Joiner, Cora Jonas, Russ and 
Pat Molenaar, Clinton & Carolyn Rutherford, Shirley 
Scott, Betty Starling, Shanna Underwood, Lea Valle, 
Sheryl Walker, Diane Williamson, Betty White  

HCC Resident • Nancy Wallace

Longhorn Village • Marvin Crumley 

Ledgestone Residents • Elsie Norton, Shirley 
Scott, Marie Balderson, Jon & Caroline Little
 
Family & Friends • Mike Coon, Allie Cross, Jim 
Crouch, Alice Garceau, Roxie Gray, Brenda Holloway, 
Jesse Hyde, Holly Johnson (Bill and Julie), Tom Lear, 
Shana Morse, Barbara Pair, Sylba Lee Storm, Dennis 
and Juanita Tilley, Glynn Williams

Prayer Update
•Paul Brown had a biopsy done with regard to his prostate on Wednesday.  Please pray 
that Paul’s health concerns will be resolved quickly.

•Cora Jonas was hospitalized recently with a leg infection.  She was released from the 
hospital on Thursday.  Please continue to keep her in prayers as she recovers at her 
daughter’s home in Virginia.  Carol sends thanks for the prayers and cards thus far on her 
mother’s behalf.                                Cora Jonas 
                                                         c/o Cindy Good 
                                                         8311 Burnside Dr.
                                                         Mechanicsville, VA 23116

•Vicki Fox is dealing with an infection in her foot and ankle.  Your prayers for Vicki are 
greatly appreciated.  

•Renee Frisinger and Diane Williamson are both recovering from major surgeries.   
     Let’s remember them in our prayers as well as others on our prayer list.    

Prayer Jay Kelsey


